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aid, resources for students
By Elyssa Cherney

Feature Editor

Security thwarts locker room thefts
Acting on a recent spike in 

theft complaints the admin-
istration and security have 
recently uncovered and termi-
nated a locker room thievery 
scheme.

The scheme involved the use 
of “shims,” a thin, wedged piece 
of metal to open padlocks and 
gain access to the lockers.  
    Everything from calculators 
to iPods, money, jewelry, and 
other valuables had been re-
ported stolen. 

Sophomore Andrew Jung, 
whose iPod was taken, says, 
“It’s bogus that students take 
things from other students.”

Niles North is not taking this 
situation lightly. After Principal 
Robert Freeman received a 
phone call from an aggravated 
parent about theft of their 

child’s property, Freeman de-
cided to get to the bottom of 
the situation. 

Deans talked to the student, 
about what was stolen. The 
administrators then contacted 
security who launched an in-
vestigation. “One thing led to 
another and we found out about 
the student with the shims,” 
explains Freeman. 

Students were able to buy the 
shims at the local Spy Store in 
Lincolnwood and thus gained 
access to lockers. Freeman 
decided to talk to the manager 
of the Spy Store about the sale 
of the device. After discussion, 
they agreed that selling the 
shims was a mistake and the 
sales have now ceased. 

Eager to restore the school 
to a safe environment, Freeman 
went to the district office and 
asked for new locks for all gym 

locker rooms. The new, heftier 
locks will be more resistant to 
tampering. 

The replacement locks are 
about twice the cost of the 
current ones. If the Board of 
Education votes “yes” on the 
bid, every student will get a new 
lock for free starting second 
semester. Freeman feels that 
a better lock that ensures the 
safety of the students’ belong-
ings is worth the extra cost. 

Although some property has 
been recovered Niles North 
cannot replace all that has been 
taken. 

“It is better to provide a 
better lock and a safer environ-
ment and then have students be 
responsible for what they bring 
in,” Freeman feels.

Niles North head of security 
Paul Banks emphasizes the im-
portance of taking precautions 
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Dr. David Walton, a Partners 
In Health (PIH) physician and 
Niles North alumnus, gave a 
presentation this past Friday 
at Loyola University. 

Walton described how mon-
ey raised for the organization 
has been used. School Chest 
raised a staggering $70,000 for 
PIH in the 07-08 school year, 
which has improved the lives 
of Haitians, primarily in the 
Central Plateau and Artibonite 
Valley.

 Walton spoke at Niles North 
last year, expressing his passion 
in health-care accessibility for 
all. His inspirational speech 
catalyzed a surge of dedication 

among students and faculty for 
the cause.

The money raised was first 
intended to fund a second floor 
surgical unit, but instead went 
to a women and children’s 
health clinic in Lacolline. Wal-
ton noted that women and chil-
dren are the two populations 
most affected by poverty and 
disease in Haiti. 

Walton also expressed his 
gratitude to dis. 219, “We are 
forever in debt to everyone that 
raised money for PIH because 
you have made the difference 
between life and death for so 
many patients […] especially 
women and children.” 

According to Walton, the 
primary mission of PIH is to 
“attack not only the disease 

A  m o t h e r  a n d  h e r  c h i l d r e n  w a i t  t o  s e e  a  P I H  p h y s i c i a n . 

itself, but the root causes of 
disease.” Living up to its word, 
the organization has also pro-
vided shelter and food care 
for surrounding Haitian com-
munities. 

One of last year’s Dance 
Marathon executives, senior 
Mabel Shiu, looks back at her 
participation as a great oppor-
tunity. “I think we’re so lucky 
to be a part of it,” said Shiu, 
“it’s just the simple [action] of 
spreading awareness and rais-
ing money for [Haitians].” 

Walton states, “It is with 
interventions, it is with dance 
marathons, it is with these 
grass root methods, that we will 
improve the lives of the rural 
poor, the urban poor, and the 
poor in general.” 

School Chest saves Haitian lives
By Rayan Elkheir

Reporter

against theft. “Valuables need 
to be secured and students need 
to be more responsible about 
locking everything up.”

Niles North has an extremely 
low tolerance for theft, and con-
sequences are explained in the 
student handbook, he adds.

Penalties may range any-
where from a talk with the 
administrators, to detentions, 
suspensions, and possible ex-
pulsion. Some circumstances 
require police involvement. 
Everything depends on the 
severity of the crime, what was 
stolen, the student’s past re-
cord, and their cooperation. 

In this situation, Freeman 
explains, “The students were 
punished appropriately. This 
isn’t something we want hap-
pening at our school.”

Niles North took this situa-
tion to the highest level and the 
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District 219 is taking steps to 
combat economic hardship that 
families across Skokie are fac-
ing with the re-establishment 
of The District 219 Foundation 
for Excellence.

The long dormant fund, 
which was reactivated two years 
ago, is an available resource to 
help students cope with today’s 
rising prices in providing them 
with financial aid to support 
academic needs.

“The Foundation’s mission 
is to develop, acquire, and 
distribute financial aid and 
other resources to support 
and enhance the quality and 
effectiveness of education for 
the benefit of Niles Township 
High School students” reports 
the foundation’s website. 

This non-profitable organi-
zation can help students obtain 
expensive graphing calculators 
and refurbished computers, 
subsidize the $84 fee attached 
to an AP test, or help pay for 
summer school courses.

Community relations direc-
tor for District 219 Jim Szc-
zepaniak explains the focus of 
the program. “The foundation 
is unique among similar funds 
at other schools in its priority 
to help students with financial 
needs pertaining solely to aca-
demics.”  

The District 219 Founda-
tion for Excellence has been 
awarded over $13,500 in grants 
to provide students of Dis-
trict 219 with necessary school 
supplies. In addition, at its 
October meeting the founda-
tion approved $6,750 to be 
spent refurbished computers 
and printers for students who 
have neither. A deal was made 

with a refurbishing company 
that allowed the district to 
buy eight computer packages, 
at $375 each, with the money 
allocated. 

However, the money is not 
just sitting around; after con-
ducting a survey of freshman 
to determine how many do not 
have a computer at home, it 
was found that 18 students are 
eligible for these refurbished 
computers. 

The foundation also receives 
support from the alumni com-
munity, who play an active role 
in fundraising.  For instance, 
the Niles West “Still Going 
Strong at 50” celebration in 
October raised over $50,000 
which will be put towards the 
fund. Additionally, the Alumni 
Coming Back Committee serves 
as an advisory body to the 
foundation.

District 219 has been taking 
steps towards raising aware-
ness about the Foundation in 
working with Dance Marathon, 
teachers, and counselors at the 
schools.

 “I didn’t really know about 
the foundation before I heard 
about it at Dance Marathon.” 
remarks junior Sara Beribitsky. 
“I have definitely seen students 
experiencing economic hard-
ship and am glad that there is a 
foundation that helps them get 
the supplies they need without 
publicizing which students 
receive aid.” 

Szczepaniak invites more 
students to take an active role 
in the District 219 Foundation 
for Excellence, “We welcome 
ideas from the students. Stu-
dents can give their input to the 
guidance counselors, Mr. Free-
man, or Dr. Lara Cummings.”  

For more information visit 
www.219foundation.org. 

police are currently involved. 
Banks explains that the 

school works to provide a safe 
environment.

“The administration sees 
everyone as a family and they 
were very hurt that students 
were stealing from each oth-
er.”

He also reminds students 
that, “If you tell what you know 
about someone stealing, that 
isn’t snitching. That’s help-
ing to keep the school safe. 
Students can always use the 
anonymous tip line.”

The use of shims is only one 
of the ways in which students 
can break into locks, so this 
solves only part of the problem. 
The administration is constant-
ly searching for any other hints 
about theft strategy and works 
diligently to keep the school 
and its students secure.

By Maya Erf
Reporter
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To all of my peers who would 
wish and argue for finals before 
Winter Break – let me ask a 
question of you.Would you 
like to start school two weeks 
earlier, sending us back to Niles 
North High School around, oh 
say, August 12?

 I know I sure wouldn’t.  
Starting school the second week  
of August just doesn’t appeal 
to me for two main reasons; 
while the heat is scorching and 
our friends at other schools 
are lounging at the beach, still 
working on their tans, we would 
be sitting upright in school, 
either freezing from the zany 
air conditioners or not feeling 
their effects at all.  

Second, it would cut into 
summer plans, whether it be a 
job, sleep away camp, or fam-
ily vacations. I have plenty of 
friends who vacation the last 
week before school presently 
starts (as often do I), and their 
families might not be able to 
reschedule their vacations if 
school cut into them. Family 
time would be irrevocably lost. 
Jobs that run till near the end of  
August would be impossible. 
      Now, it is hard not to men-
tion that we would also get out 
of  school two weeks earlier.   
This may sound wonderful, but 
it’s really misleading.  Honestly, 
what is there to do in mid-May?  

No pool, no beach, no summer 
festivals, no friends from other 
schools.  Laugh at them while 
they take their finals – but 
grumble at yourself for being  
so bored.

   Even if I ignored the two-
week bump backward in the  
school year, it’s also important 
to have a break right before 
finals. Many students need 
this break to begin preparing 
and studying for  these exams, 
spacing out their work so as to 
avoid a deadly cram  session the 
week, or day, before.  Teachers 
often assign end of semester 
projects or papers, and without 
Winter Break it would be  im-
mensely stressful to find time 
to complete them.  

For example, I  have a cata-
pult project for physics due 
right before finals. I’m  plan-
ning on completing it over 
break – trying to fit it into my 
insane  schedule in the next 
few weeks just isn’t a reality.  
So thank  goodness for Winter 
Break!

Break is also a time to catch 
up on the necessary sleep that 
so many  of us lack  (a raise of 
hands for who gets nine hours 
of sleep a night? Not many 
outstretched arms, I presume).  
This sleep is essential for finals, 
when we need to be at our 
best and focused. Instead of 
two  weeks of sleeping late, 
imagine diving straight into 
finals without this chance – I’m 
betting scores would drop im-
mediately.

To finish off, I’ll provide one 
more argument – though  shal-
low in nature.  If we had finals 
before break, we wouldn’t have  
another day off – a break day 
between the two semesters!

NCLB expectations ‘unreasonable’
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As the temperature drops 
and snow starts to fall, there 
is just one thing on a stu-
dent’s mind: there is less than 
a month left until Winter Break. 
With this excitement we often 
forget what comes with the 
break: packets. It doesn’t mat-
ter what classes you are in, you 
are guaranteed some sort of 
packet over Winter Break to 
help prepare for finals. 

Wouldn’t it be nice if you 
could get those pesky finals out 
of the way, rather than do ri-
diculous amounts of homework 
over the two-week period?

Some may argue that it 
would be impossible to teach 
an entire semester’s worth of 
material into this incredibly 
tight schedule. Even though 
this may be the case, there are 
other ways to avoid the adverse 
byproducts of having finals 
before break.

The easiest way to do this 
would be to test on the material 
that is taught only up until the 
week before Winter Break. Af-
ter Winter Break, most classes 
simply take the extra week 
to review old material before 
finals. 

This extra review week would 
be lost; however it would allow 
students two weeks within first 
semester after finals in order 
to delve deeper into subjects 

that may not be part of the 
core curriculum. These new 
learning experiences would 
allow students to look beyond 
the surface of the subjects they 
learned all semester and see 
what they all mean. 

Although this process may 
sound arduous and compli-
cated, the advantages greatly 
outweigh the disadvantages. 
Teachers would have more 
time to grade the finals be-
cause grades would not be due 
until the end of the semester, 
which is two weeks after Winter 
Break. 

Simply put, school is stress-
ful and students need a break 
to catch up on sleep and take 
a deep breath. Having count-
less projects and packets over 
a two-week break is no way to 
do that.

True, this would mean that 
students would have to study 
for finals without extra days 
off to do so. However, it also 
means that the mountains of 
homework that are usually as-
signed over break could not be 
piled on students as it would be 
otherwise. 

This would ensure students 
spend their time studying rath-
er than working on projects 
that may or may not help them 
learn their required material 
depending on their preferred 
learning style. 

The bottom line is that stu-
dents need time to pause, relax, 
and collect themselves. Doing a 
10 question webassign, reading 
a novel, and completing count-
less other review packets for 
all your other classes does not 
give students time to collect 
themselves. It does just the 
opposite. 

It’s time to move the se-
m e s t e r  f i n a l e  f o r w a r d
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In response to the North Star’s 
November 25th article, “Niles North 
Fails to Make AYP,” we would 
like to present some information 
to consider when discussing this 
year’s English Language Learners’ 
(ELL) scores on the Prairie State 
Achievement Exam (PSAE) which 
negatively impacted the District’s 
most recent Adequate Yearly Prog-
ress (AYP) results. 

No Child Left Behind (NCLB) 
dictates any given school’s prog-
ress is to be measured through 
a standardized assessment.  The 
states, including Illinois, were 
directed to create an assessment 
for their school populations with 
appropriate tests for subgroups 
such as ELL students. In 2008, 
Illinois administered the PSAE to 
all students, including recently ar-
rived immigrants who are not yet 
proficient in English.  Therefore, 
non-native English speakers took a 
college entrance exam.  Previously, 
ELL students had taken the Illinois 
Measure of Annual Growth in Eng-
lish test (IMAGE) in which they 
showed consistent annual improve-
ment from 2002 until 2007.  

However, as of 2008, the federal 
government no longer accepts the 
IMAGE test results as a measure of 
ELL progress for AYP calculations.  

As a result, after taking the PSAE 
last spring, the ELL students’ per-
formance dropped precipitously and 
their scores negatively impacted the 
District’s AYP scores.  It is impos-
sible to accurately compare 2008’s 
results to previous scores because 
there is no correlation between the 
IMAGE and the PSAE.   

Expecting limited English speak-
ing students to perform well on the 
ACT, a college entrance exam, is 
similar to expecting first-year Span-
ish students to take the AP Spanish 
exam and score well. Research 
shows it takes five to seven years 
to become proficient in a language.  
The State of Illinois’s demand that 
ELL students who have lived in 
the United States for less than four 
years take the ACT goes against 
accepted research. The students 
are just not ready to score well on 
the test. 

To quote Beth Glaser in her Nov. 
25 Ed-Op piece, “not every person 
is equal and no law or act can make 
it be so.”  Glaser has it exactly right.  
NCLB is putting unreasonable ex-
pectations on our English Language 
Learners students who need ap-
propriate assessments to accurately 
reflect their progress. 

  
Niles North ELL Department 

By Jonathan Perlin
Reporter

By Beth Glaser 
Verve Editor

Cartoons by Angela Lappay

R e s i s t i n g  c h a n g e : 
k e e p  f inals af te r  b r e ak



W h e r e  i s  t h e  ‘ h o l i d a y  s p i r i t ’ ? 
wonderland.  

The shopping mall has be-
come the epicenter of the holi-
day cheer. However, there is 
nothing cheerful about it. An 
endless crowd flows from store 
to store showing little consid-
eration for their fellow man.  
Common courtesy is not so 
common anymore this time of 
year as people shove their way 
past each other.  Feelings of 
love and peace are not obvious 
in their actions.  

The Friday after Thanksgiv-
ing, has come to be known as 
the first day of the Christmas 
shopping season. This year it 
truly earned its name as “Black 
Friday.”  

A crowd so caught up in ex-
periencing the “perfect” holiday 
season stormed into a Long 
Island, New York  Wal-Mart, 
an action that resulted in the 
trampling of a store worker.  

 In a country where the scent 
of the holidays comes conve-
niently in an aerosol can, is the 
spirit of the season a relic of 
Charles Dickens’ A Christmas 
Carol?  

I find that the idyllic holiday 
portrayed by Norman Rockwell 
and the true meaning written 
of by Charles Dickens is hard 
to discover today.  The  society 
we live in relies on the shopping 
mall and the entertainment 
business to provide the cheer 
and create the perfect winter 

T h e  a g e  o f  t h e  F a c e b o o k  f a m i l y

N e w  p r e s i d e n t  t o  m a k e  c h a n g e s ?   

As all of you are hopefully 
aware, we have recently elected 
a new president of the United 
States of America – Barack 
Obama. This election was the 
most watched in American his-
tory. More people, especially 
more students and minorities, 
than ever before came out to 
show support for the candidate 
of their choice. 

There is a lot of pressure 

on Obama to reach the high 
expectations set for him once 
he takes office. But will he do 
his job well, or will he crash and 
burn like the administration 
before him?  So, Mr. President 
Elect, here is some advice for 
you. 

No matter what you do, 
I hope you make our nation 
proud.  In my opinion, our 
past administration has made 
us ashamed to call ourselves 
Americans. People abroad see 
us as the bothersome ‘World 
Police’, getting our noses in 
places where we ought not be.  
     Many people, both around the 
world and in the United States 
also feel that we had taken a 
successful war and sacrificed it 
for a worthless vendetta.  This 
is not true, but it is very hard 

to change world opinion once 
it has been decided.

Over the past few years 
Americans’ support of the fed-
eral government’s actions, be 
it the war in Iraq or the failing 
economic policies, has been 
dwindling. Their mistakes have 
made us hide our faces in em-
barrassment. Obama, don’t 
follow in their footsteps. Let us 
hold our heads high and pro-
claim that we are Americans!

Also, on your way to the 
presidency you’ve made count-
less promises to the American 
people concerning your actions 
in office. You ran as the candi-
date of change.  You promised 
to get rid of “politics as usual” 
and to really focus on getting 
more people, average everyday 
people, involved in politics and 

our nation as a whole. 
All I can say to you is stay 

true to your word. That will be 
the key to keeping America on 
your side. 

Keep the promises you have 
made, the promises about mak-
ing us a better and stronger na-
tion.  Keep us strong and don’t 
let us break under the constant 
pressure being thrust upon us.  
Everyone likes an honest man, 
and that’s exactly what America 
needs you to be.

Another very important 
thing you need to do is to clean 
up the situation in Iraq. This 
sounds obvious I know, and 
almost anybody you ask could 
have given you that exact same 
piece of advice.  However, I 
believe that the only way to do 
this is to pull the troops out of 

For a group of people devoted 
to creating a holly, jolly winter 
season they succeeded in em-
bodying absolutely nothing of 
the true holiday spirit. 

It isn’t just through exten-
sive consumerism that society 
attempts to experience the 
spirit of the season. Flipping on 
the TV a few weeks back I found 
a countdown to the countdown 
marathon to Christmas. Chi-
cago radio stations began play-
ing holiday carols even before 
Thanksgiving.  

The entertainment industry 
is delivering to the wants of the 
masses.  It is not at their urging 
that society has turned to com-
mercialism as a way to substan-
tiate the holiday season.  

An idea has taken root in our 
minds that it wouldn’t be the 
holidays without the endless 
marathons on TV and carols on 
the radio. We have developed 

I’m a teenager. You’re a 
teenager (unless you’re part of 
the faculty reading the paper 
and if that is true, you were  
also a teenager once).  And, as 
we know, teenagers like their 
privacy.  

The average teen today has 
their own email, instant-mes-
senger, and Facebook account.  
It gives us a level of freedom 
that we are constantly seeking. 
We get to build our own vir-
tual world, add our own virtual 
friends, live our own virtual life. 
A life separate from the one that 
our parents are involved in.  

And yet, more and more 

parents are joining Facebook, 
either to network for business, 
reconnect with old friends, or 
monitor their kids. It’s great 
when our parents network for 
business, they’ll have more 
money to spend on us. As far 
as reconnecting, our parents 
are still people, and want to 
“hang out” with their friends, 
and that’s cool. But what I find 
utterly “uncool” is the fact that 
some parents join Facebook to 
monitor their kid’s accounts.  

We’ve all heard the lec-
tures on how when applying to 
schools or jobs, the first place 
the deans or employers go is 
our Facebook. Parents want 
to make sure we all get into 
that Ivy League and land that 
six-figure job, so they want 
to make sure we don’t appear 
idiotic online.  

Now, I’m all for the idea that 
people need to learn their own 
lessons in life. If our parents 
are constantly there breath-
ing down our necks, telling us 

“do this, do that” we’ll never 
decide for ourselves what is 
best for us. 

And therein lies the prob-
lem.  I’m alright with parents 
being on Facebook.  That’s their 
choice, and it’s a free country. 
However, I don’t believe that 
parents should seek out to be-
friend their children. And it’s 
a hard situation for a kid to be 
in. You can’t just hit “ignore” to 
your parents (even though you 
may in real life anyway).

But, inversely, this surge of 
parents on Facebook may also 
be a good thing.  Perhaps it will 
galvanize us to monitor our 
own profiles. I know I person-
ally would not want my mom or 
dad to see me doing something 
stupid in a picture, or read an 
obscene bumper sticker. 

We also need to consider  
that it’s not that weird to have 
our parents join Facebook.  
Look at it this way; you and I 
have Facebooks now, and you 
can’t really “kill” a Facebook 

such a heavy dependence on 
outside entertainment to pro-
vide us with an adequate feeling 
of holiday cheer.  

If we place so much impor-
tance in the songs express-
ing holiday joy and the stores 
displaying season appropriate 
wares, then we run the risk of 
losing out on the true experi-
ence of the season.  

Of course, I am not deny-
ing anyone a festive cup of hot 
chocolate as they listen to a  
carol or two.  Simply, I am try-
ing to remind everyone of the 
true meaning of the holidays.  

It is hard not to get caught 
up in the shopping spirit and 
attempts to make the most 
out of the season.  We live in a 
consumer world and to sepa-
rate it from our society for a 
short period of time each year 
is unrealistic.  

Commercialism is part of 
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there fully and completely, as 
quickly as possible.

Americans are being killed 
there every day.  It’s extremely 
dangerous and the longer we 
are in there the higher the risk.  
We need the war to end as soon 
as possible so that we can focus 
on our own economic crisis.

Finally, keep the situation 
in Afghanistan as peaceful as 
possible.  Bring about a swift 
end so that the damage doesn’t 
get much worse than it already 
is. When we pull out of Iraq  we 
need to focus our forces back in 
Afghanistan to fix up what’s go-
ing on there before the situation 
goes too far beyond repair.

So hurry, Mr. President-
Elect, because time is limited 
and already ticking away. Don’t 
let us down.

account, it will always be there. 
I know for sure, down the line, 
I will still use my Facebook to 
talk to old friends, and network 
for a while longer.  

Face it, we’re going to be 50 
one day too, and we’ll still be 
using our Facebook accounts. 

Will our kids think it’s so weird 
then?  So, whether you see this 
as a good or bad thing, it is our 
reality.  And in this age of fast 
growing technology, we need 
to take a step back, and really 
see the freedoms it gives us, but 
also the restrictions as well.

our generation.  It is not sur-
prising that it is present in the 
way we celebrate the holidays.  
There is more, however, to the 
final month of the year.  Search-
ing store after store in hopes of 
finding that one perfect pres-
ent for someone special is not 
the culmination of everything 
holiday.  

The true spirit of the sea-
son can be found by keep-
ing in mind Charles Dickens’ 
Scrooge. As Scrooge learns, 
and so should we all, it is really 
about giving and attempting to 
create a peaceful and forgiving 
society.  

As the year draws to an end, 
I hope that everyone takes the 
time to step back and look into 
themselves to discover the true 
meaning of the holiday season.  
We all wish for a perfect holi-
day; now go about it the right 
way.

By Julia Lechowicz
Photo Editor

By Nate Hartmann
Guest  Columnist

Cartoon by Jamie Rubinstein

By Ben Sahyouni 
Guest Columnist
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What’s this 
club called?

What’s it all 
about?

Where are 
meetings?

When’s your 
next event?

Academic 
Bowl

Recycling 
Club

The club’s next antici-
pated event will be a si-
lent meal: Students will 
be able to have the expe-
rience of interacting with 
others as if they are deaf.

American Sign Language 
Club meets every Mon-
day after school from 3:30 
to 4:30 in room 1224.  For 
more information, contact 
club sponsor Debra Kaye.

Academic Bowl is a club 
where students with mem-
ory and mnemonic skills 
who are knowledgeable of 
obscure facts can face off 
against students from other 
schools.  All are welcome.

Academic Bowl’s next 
event is a meet after school 
against Niles West on Tues-
day, Jan.  6.  They invite 
everyone to come watch 
their meet and cheer them 
on and help them to victory.

Meetings are held after 
school from 3:30 to 4:30 
in room 2315.  If you have 
any questions, or need 
more information about 
the club, contact John 
Kretsos, the club sponsor.

Recycling Club is a group 
where students can help 
their school and planet by 
collecting the blue, paper 
recycling bins around the 
school, and  taking them to 
the recycling bins outside. 

Although Recycling Club 
doesn’t exactly have any 
events coming up, sev-
eral students in the club 
are working on projects 
to promote additional re-
cycling within the school.

Recycling Club holds its 
meetings every Tuesday 
after school, from 3:30 to 
4:30, in study hall room, 
1100.  For more information 
on how to help out, contact 
club sponsor Michael Boll.

American Sign Language 
Club is a group where stu-
dents can learn about Amer-
ican Sign Language, finger 
spelling, deaf culture, and  
the history of sign language.

Ameri-
can Sign 
Language 
Club

Congratulations, you have 
made it to winter break. Finally 
you have earned some time to 
relax. Just kidding - finals are 
breathing down your neck and 
you have no idea what is going 
on in your math class. 

Well have no fear; your 
finals guide is here. Contrary 
to popular belief, finals can be 
less painful than people think. 
“Apart from studying, finals is 

CLUB CENTRAL

attended the clinic before, this 
is the first time the Symphonic 
Wind Ensemble will be playing 
at Midwest.

“It’s great that we’re able 
to go since it’s a huge learning 

experience,” says senior Matt 
Skrzypczynski, a contrabass 
clarinet player for nine years. 
He adds that the ensemble 
earned the spot since they’ve 
made lots of improvements 

The Niles North Symphonic 
Wind Ensemble has been cho-
sen to play at the Midwest 
Clinic in Chicago, Ill.  on Fri-
day, Dec. 19.

The Midwest Clinic is a 
week-long conference that 
was established 62 years ago. 
It is not a competition, but 
a seminar for directors and 
students to show and play 
new band music. Over 20,000 
educators attend, including 
directors, professors, writers, 
and publishers. 

Midwest is an esteemed 
conference and the Niles North 
Symphonic Wind Ensemble is 
honored to be chosen to play 
since only 4-5 bands are se-
lected each year from around 
the world. Though the Niles 
North String Orchestra has 

Symphonic wind tunes up for Midwest

an easy week because we have 
so little school,” says senior 
Peter Rosemeyer.

One great technique in 
studying for finals is using 
flashcards. Utilizing this tech-
nique will make memorizing 
vocabulary for English and 
foreign language classes much 
easier.

Foreign language teacher, 
Edith Belkind believes that, 
“Starting to study early using 
flashcards not only helps you 
learn but keeps you organized.”  
Senior Sam Cuya agrees with 

Minimizing stress through maximizing strategy  
Belkind saying that his ideal 
study session involves, “going 
to my room, putting classical 
music on, and studying flash-
cards for hours.”

Making flashcards for his-
tory and science facts can also 
be helpful. Learning countless 
IDs and terms can be a task, 
but having all of them written 
out and on note cards makes it 
easier for two reasons. 

One, you wrote everything 
down, which helped you learn 
them. Writing involves more 
than one part of your brian, 

which is important  because it 
can only increase your chance 
of remembering facts when it 
comes time for the test.  Sec-
ond, note cards make studying 
easy cause you can just flip 
through the cards. (student 
quote).

If you study for your other 
classes early, then the ‘crunch’ 
time of finals can be spent 
studying for the classes that 
need the most attention. 

Math teacher, Ankur Joshi 
says that, “You should not start 
studying to early, about one 

week before the test.” 
Joshi believes that your 

brain has a mental peak and 
if you start studying too early 
you will forget a lot of material. 
“Studying old tests and quizzes 
is the best way to prepare for a 
final,” says Joshi. 

 The truth of the matter is 
that starting early can lead 
to success and less stress the 
night before the final. Spend-
ing some time during winter 
break to study might eliminate 
the daunting stress that finals 
cause. 

over the years. 
The conference will also give 

students plenty of scholarship 
opportunities.

After arriving at 11:30 in the 
morning, the band will receive  

new music and learn it with 
conductor Edward S. Lisk.

With Lisk as a conductor, 
the band will play the piece for 
an audience of 2,000 people 
before whom they will be cri-
tiqued by special judges.

“It’s difficult being corrected 
in front of such a large audience  
especially when your mistakes 
are amplified,” says Skrzypc-
zynski.

The Midwest Clinic also 
invites audiences to watch the 
performances. “I highly rec-
ommend this to any student, 
in band or not, just to watch 
and listen to the bands play,” 
remarks band director Elton 
Eisele. Directors all over the 
country take their students to 
hear the chosen bands play. 

Until then, the Symphonic 
Wind Ensemble will continue 
to rehearse so they can deliver 
at their international premier.  

By David Kohn
Editor in Chief

By Sofiya Teplitskaya
Reporter

                                                                                                     Photos by Rachel Spector
Symphonic Wind Ensemble members practice for tonight’s Midwest Clinic performance.

By Sarah Horton
Reporter



INTERNATIONAL WINTER 

The annual International Winter Party brought festivities to Niles North in the midst of the dark 
and snowy winter.  The party, which took place on Thursday, Dec. 11, in the cafeteria, featured 
numerous cultural performances and a smorgasborg of ethnic foods.  Performances began imme-
diately after school, and featured traditional dances by the Latino, Spanish, Filipino, Assyrian and 
Hellenic clubs, vocal performances by the Black Student Union and Israeli Club, and the Waiter’s 
Race game by the French Club.  Other performances included a “fashion show” by the Indo-Pak 
club (pictured above, member Payal Gheewala and a partner display traditional Indian clothing).  
After the show, viewers could dine on fare including pilyemenya (meat dumplings) from the Slavic 
Union, kabobs from the Assyrian Club, and nachos with all the toppings from the Latino Club.
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Where are you going for Winter Break? 

Ms. Stucky
Detroit, MI

Katie Minkus
Virgin Islands

Danielle Butbul
Morocco

Mr. K.
New York,  NY

The first ever high school 
production of Jennifer Haley’s 
refreshingly modern play, 
Neighborhood 3: Requisition 
of Doom, premiered at Niles 
North on Thursday, Dec. 11.

The line between reality and 
the virtual world is blurred 
in this technologically-based 
play, as kids and adults alike 
discover a new horror video 
game, where modern GPS 
technology allows each player 
to play in an exclusive virtual 
reality – their own neighbor-
hood. 

“The lights, the music, the 
costumes, and  the sounds fit 
perfectly and made the scenes 
more interesting to watch,” 
explains senior Anna Goep-
pinger. “I really enjoyed this 
production and was definitely 
a little nervous walking back to 
my car afterwards.”

In a medley of dark humor, 
this production succeeds in 
providing a critique of modern 
suburban society and the influ-
ence of video games on today’s 
youth, while creating a chilling 
atmosphere similar to popular 
video games such as World of 
Warcraft. 

Although the original intent 
of the game is to demolish an 
army of zombies and be able 
to escape the virtual neighbor-
hood for good, teenagers soon 
realize that their addiction 
creates real-life consequences, 
feeding off of their dysfunc-
tional relationships with their 

parents. 
This is the case with Jared, 

played by sophomore Danny 
Takushi, whose father is an 
abusive alcoholic ruining the 
family internally. His twin sis-
ter, Madison, played by junior 
Nicole Carlson, is addicted 
to the game. She uses these 
unhealthy family relations to 
persuade her brother to re-
sume playing. 

Neighborhood 3 prevails in 
corrupting its obsessed play-
ers. They become entranced 
in the game, and resort to 
selling provocative pictures of 
themselves within the game, or 
even acts of violence in the real 
world to earn points. 

The set and lighting of 
this production are striking, 
“[They] are unlike anything 
I’ve ever seen before…the set-
ting of the play allows us to 
take our character to a more 
personal level,” commented 
Takushi. The flood lighting 
and robotic voiceovers added 
to the modern atmosphere of 
the production. 

In transition from the dark 
humor of the winter play, the 
spring musical will be a rendi-
tion of Little Women. 

Based on Louisa May Al-
cott’s novel by the same name,   
it spins the riveting tale of the 
March sisters, Meg, Jo, Beth 
and Amy, and their lives in New 
England during the Civil War.  
The anticipated performances 
of Niles North Theatre’s spring 
musical will be Friday, March 
13 and  Saturday, March 14. 

By Lia Velitchkova 
Copy Editor

Life after Doom

Names Making News
Auroris Dance Company placed • 
first in the Varsity Jazz Division 
at a recent competition and has 
qualified for the national finals 
to be held in Virginia Beach, VA 
this April. 

Principal Robert Freeman was • 
honored with a Principals’ Rec-
ognition Award at the 22nd An-
nual Illinois Directors of Student 
Activities Awards Banquet this 
November.

Out of 12 Niles North students • 
competing at a Spanish lan-
gauge poetry contest, Naveen 
Kanji, Anastasia Kim, Andrew 
Lin, Sarah Takushi, and Cynthia 
Larios took first place.

Ana Murillo
Mexico

Haley and Hanah Zimmerman
Dominican Republic

Jerry Pine 
Cayman Islands



December 19, 2008

Senior Russell Nupnau 
has worked at Best Buy on the 
corner of Skokie Blvd. and Golf 
Rd. for a little over a year, and 
has been able to deal with a 
busy school schedule and mak-
ing a decent wage on the side. 
“I’m a media specialist. I deal 
with video games, music, and 
movies,” stated Nupnau.

Nupnau’s daily routine can 
be quite varied depending on 
certain situations, “If it’s a ship-
ping night, we have an hour’s 
worth of stuff to put in order 
on the shelves,” says Nupnau. 

“If it’s not a shipping night, we 
mainly just help the custom-
ers, and If I’m closing, I have 
to make sure everything looks 
pretty before I leave [laughs].”

It’s now the holiday season, 
which gives Nupnau quite a 
workload in preparing for the 
crush of  customers to come. 
“It’s tough to work during the 
holidays. Aisles are destroyed, 
there’s a higher theft rate dur-
ing this time. There’s a high 
volume of customers and not 
quite enough workers,” says 
Nupnau.

Junior Rachel and sopho-
more Samantha Roti  work at 
Homer’s Ice Cream Restaurant 
along with five other North 
students. Samantha works the 
morning shift and Rachel works 
the night shift every Saturday. 
“My sister and I scoop up and 
talk to customers. Sometimes 
we take orders at the restaurant 
side,” Rachel Roti said. 

During the cold Thanksgiv-
ing holiday, many were still 
buying ice cream. “People think 
that there won’t be a lot of cus-
tomers during Thanksgiving, 
but there are people packing 
half-gallons of ice cream,” said 
Rachel. Both sisters consider 
their job quite fun for they get 
to earn money and hang with  
their friends. 

Junior Michelle Batko’s 
passion for dancing started at 
the tender age of 10, when she 
first started taking dance les-
sons. It was at her dance studio 
that she was introduced to the 
idea of turning her love for 
dance into a paying job. 

As an interactive dancer for 
Bizar Entertainment, Batko’s 
job is to attend parties and  
work to involve the crowd by 
getting them to dance. These 
parties, usually bar/bat mitz-
vahs or birthday celebrations, 
often fall on weekends. 

“I’ve become almost ad-
dicted to my work. The kind of 
people I meet on the job, and 

the people I work with, along 
with the actual dancing aspect 
brightens my day,” said Batko. 

Batko is not new to the work 
force, having been employed by 
Jimmy John’s before starting at 
Bizar in August 2007. She saves 
almost all of the money she 
makes, putting it in the bank 
for the future. 

“What I like best about work-
ing in general, is the feeling 
of being independent, being 
able to make my own money, 
and the feeling of being self-
sufficient for my age. It just 
feels good to be independent,” 
said Batko. 

- Akshita Siddula

Senior Ben Shapiro is one 
of Niles North’s working stu-
dents and witnessed first hand 
the rush of the holiday sales. He 
is a parts associate at Pep Boy 
Auto and works on weekends 
and one or two days during 
the week. At his job, he  talks 
to customers and helps them 
with car troubles.

Shapiro recalls the sale at 
Pep Boy during the Thanksgiv-
ing holiday and says, “There 
were a lot of people during the 
holidays and a lot of sales. I 
asked a lot of obvious questions 
about parts they needed. ” 

Shapiro finds his job inter-
esting and recommends oth-
ers to sign up for jobs there. 
“Before, cars were my hobby 
and I never thought of making 
money out of it. Then, after 
taking auto classes, I figured 
‘why not’?” Shapiro said. What 
ensued were some of his most 
memorable and humorous 
experiences, such as getting 
prank customer calls from his 
coworkers.  His boss offered to 
transfer his job to the Pep Boys 
closest to his college when he 
graduates.

-Mara Joaquin

At work, they learn new 
things from the people around 
them. “I’m getting better at 
Spanish. A lot of the employees 
are Hispanic, so when I talk to 
them they speak in Spanish. I 
learn from them,” Samantha 
said. Having a job at an ice 
cream shop sure is sweet for 
these sisters.

-Mara Joaquin

The most infamous shopping 
day of the year, Black Friday, 
makes Best Buy an easy target 
for eager shoppers, “Well, last 
year I worked from four a.m. to 
five p.m.; this year I got a little 
lucky and worked from two 
p.m. to midnight.”

Nupnau appreciates the 
time he’s spent at Best Buy and 
what he’s gotten out of working 
there. “I think everyone should 
work in retail just to get their 
feet wet in the job industry, it’s 
good practice.”

-David Rubin

Niles North at Work

Photo by Jenna Hartnett

Photo by Jenna Hartnett

Photo by David Kohn

Photo by Julia Lechowicz
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Enrique Castro finds time 
around his many after school 
activities in order to have a job 
at Old Orchard mall. He under-
stands the value of work, and 
that if you work hard enough 
the rewards are great. 

After working at Hollister 
CO. for about a year, he found 
a new job at the food court, at a 
stand called Proactiv Solutions. 
What is Proactiv Solutions you 
may ask? “It’s the number one 
acne treatment in America, and 
I pride myself in helping young 
people like myself, in having 
better skin,” says Castro. 

It may be a tough job at 
times, when Castro tries to 
get customers to actually buy 

the products that he sells, but 
most of the time, as Enrique 
says “It’s a great place to work. 
I enjoy helping others and in 
return I get the gratitude of the 
customers.” 

Castro believes that, “A job 
does take a lot of your time, 
that you usually could spend 
doing homework or after school 
activities. If you can’t exactly 
balance yourself out with your 
priorities, then I recommend 
you wait until after high school 
[to work].” 

As a senior, he does find that 
if you have a job during high 
school, you feel content with 
yourself as a person. 

-Valeria Barron

When asked to teach dance 
classes at the same studio she 
attended, senior Samantha 
Safir eagerly accepted the op-
portunity.  It has been two years 
since she started and Safir still 
enjoys what she does. “I love 
working at the dance studio, it 
doesn’t feel like work to me.” 

As a dance instructor, Safir 
started out teaching children 
between the ages of 5-12 years 
old but now teaches adults and 
competitive students. 

She is looking forward to 
teaching until she goes to col-
lege, where she wishes to con-

tinue working in hopes of main-
taining a stable income. 

“I make an effort to save 
parts of all my paychecks but 
I also use some of it to pay my 
credit card bill,” said Safir. 

Despite being a student,  
Safir finds it exciting to work 
at the same time, “I think that 
students should stick to school 
first, and if there is extra time 
then a job is a great option.  The 
main reason why I teach dance 
is because it helps my own 
dancing and makes me a better 
dancer overall,” said Safir. 

- Akshita Siddula 

In order to work at Forever 
21, senior Jenna Kost has to 
be prepared to handle a hectic 
day of work that includes non-
stop customers and an uncon-
trollable amount of clothes 
everywhere. Kost is willing 
to take up the challenge, and 
has been doing a terrific job 
since last June. As she says, 
“A typical day at work is very 
busy; shoppers there know that 

it is loud and there are clothes 
everywhere and the checkout 
line never ends.” 

Also, she has to be able to 
spread her activities out a bit, 
because she has to try and bal-
ance her schedule. 

Kost says that if you want 
a job you have to also meet 
the requirements of the store 
which include, “having to close 
very late at night, having a good 

Junior Brett Arnold has 
been working at Century Movie 
Theaters just shy of a year now 
and is able to make a fair liv-
ing for a high school student 
by working up to 20 hours a 
week.

“I do a bunch of different 
jobs,” says Arnold, “On the 
weekends I’m usually in the box 
office selling tickets. During the 
week I’m cleaning theaters.”

The best part about Arnold’s 
job is probably the perks he 
receives as an employee, “I get 
unlimited free movies, plus free 
popcorn and drinks during my 

shift. During floor shifts, there’s 
a lot of free time when I’m not 
cleaning a theater, so I check 
out other movies here and there 
to see what I may want to see 
fully.”

Arnold takes pride in his job 
due to his deep passion in film. 
While he fully uses his perks 
by seeing up to three movies 
a week, he even gets access 
to early movie screenings, “I 
get to see movies before they 
come out sometimes. I saw The 
Dark Knight a few days before 
it came out, and I recently saw 
The Curious Case of Benjamin 

fashion sense, and organizing 
clothes.”

Working at least three days 
a week, she knows hard work 
pays off. As Kost says, “I learned 
that work is very difficult, and 
that you have to be devoted, 
and have patience with all of the 
people. It also taught me how 
to handle people, in all sorts of 
situations.” 

-Valeria Barron

Button, which doesn’t come out 
until Dec. 25 - which was great, 
I might add.”

Since he’s been there, Arnold 
has had his fair share of funny 
stories that he often tells oth-
ers. “The amount of adults and 
seniors that try to sneak in for 
free is astounding [laughs]. 
People always think it’s teen-
agers, but it’s really an entirely 
different age group.”

Arnold values the time he’s 
spent at Century as it’s given 
him ample experience in the 
business world.

-David Rubin

Niles North at Work
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Photo by Rachel Spector



The price is right: your holiday gift guide

Upcoming Concerts ! 
*Lil’ Wayne - December 27, United Center

*Rusted Root - December 27, House of Blues

*My Morning Jacket - December 27, Chicago Theater

*The Fray - January 9, Metro

*Reel Big Fish - January 12, House of Blues

*Buddy Guy - January 17, Buddy Guys Legends

*Adele - January 19, Park West

*The Killers - January 20, UIC Pavilion

*Kings of Leon - January 24, House of Blues

*Metallica - January 26, Allstate Arena

*Slipknot - January 30, Allstate Arena

*Jimmy Eat World - February 28, Metro

*Dropkick Murphys - February 28, Congress Theater

*Flogging Molly - March 17, Congress Theater

*Tokyo Police Club - March 18, Metro

*Katy Perry - March 26, House of Blues
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By Beth Glaser
    Verve Editor

(Clockwise from top-center) Love T-Shirt:  This shirt, available in both bright purple 
and light blue, is $18.90 at Forever 21.  Argyle T-Shirt: The look of the season is available for 
only $15.90 at Forever 21.  Available in black/blue and purple/blue.  Scarf: Keep warm with 
a colorful knit scarf with fringe for $22.50 from Delias.  Bracelets: These sparkly bangles in 
white and gold are perfect for holiday parties or everyday wear.  Purchase for only $6.80 at 
Forever 21.  Russian Doll Change Purses: These cute change purses are only $14 (for one).  
Available in red/yellow, black/purple, and blue/green at www.FredFlare.com Book: For Harry 
Potter aficionados, J.K. Rowling’s new addition to the series is a perfect gift.  Purchase Tales of 
Beedle the Bard at Barnes and Noble for $12.99  iPod Cover: Give your iPod a makeover with 
a cover from www.UrbanOutfitters.com.  This web exclusive comes in nine different designs, 
for only $15 each.  Fingerless Gloves: White with blue accents, these gloves can be bought at 
Nordstrom for $8.  The Dark Knight: This summer blockbuster is sure to awe viewers in its 
Blu-Ray format, available at Best Buy for $30.  Lotions:  This set of three lotions in peppermint, 
vanilla, and candy apple capture the essence of the holidays.  Only $10 at Bath and Body Works.   
Cosmetic Bags: This set of three bags in green, blue, and red are available for $14.80 at Forever 
21.  Hat:  Stay toasty with a $29.50 blue and white lumberjack hat from American Eagle. 



The 1951 film divided the 
characters into the smart, 
peaceful citizens and the 
dumber, more rash ones.  A bit 
simplistic, yes, but it did help 
get the message across.  Here 
everyone but Helen Benson 
(Jennifer Connelly) and Pro-

fessor Barnhardt (a terribly 
underutilized John Cleese) is 
a complete idiot.  They know 
nothing about Klaatu, but they 
keep trying to kill and trap him.  
They do this despite proof each 
time that such violence and 
rashness will not work at all and 
may even make things worse.

The worst of them is Hel-
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Keanu’s acting, movie stand stillWinter break in the windy city

Everyone dreams of warm 
weather and sun during winter 
break, but some of us are stuck 
in the suburbs.

Luckily, downtown Chicago 
offers many events this year 
that will take your mind off of 
the wintery weather.

Chicago hosts all sorts of 
activities that bring in tourists 
and locals alike. One annual fa-
vorite is the Winter Wonderfest 
at Navy Pier. The indoor festivi-
ties include rides, food, and ice 
skating. This is the perfect op-
portunity to roam around and 
enjoy the holiday spirit. 

A wristband for all the rides 
is only $15. For an extra $3, ice 
skating on the indoor rink is 
included. The festival continues 
through Sunday, Jan. 4. 

Another favorite is the fa-
mous McCormick Tribune ice 
rink. This outdoor rink em-
braces the mood of the holidays 
and is a great place to try out 
your moves. 

Skating is free and the cost of 
renting skates is only $10. You 
have plenty of time to enjoy the 
ice since the rink is open until 
Sunday, March 15. 

The Museum of Science and 
Industry offers a holiday special 
as well. This year it is “Christ-
mas around the World and 
Holiday Lights.” Until Sunday, 
Jan. 4 the exhibit will showcase 
50 different Christmas trees all 
decorated in different cultural 
traditions. 

There is no extra fee to see 
this display; only the regular 
museum fee is necessary.

For an outdoor extravagan-
za, the Christkindlmarket is the 
perfect place to explore. This 
traditional Nuremburg market 
resembles one from 1545. 

It offers handmade Ger-
man cultural foods, hand-sewn 
items and souvenirs, and lots 
of hot cider to keep warm. The 
best way to get into the German 
holiday spirit right in Chicago 
only lasts until Wednesday, 
Dec. 24, so check it out now.

Macy’s on State Street is 
offering its beautiful holiday 
window displays once again. It 
is a great way to embrace the 
winter spirit for free. 

This year’s theme is “Be-
lieve,” featuring local Chicago 
landmarks such as the Sears 
Tower. 

There is also the Walnut 
Room with a 45-foot Christmas 
tree draped with FAO Schwartz 
brand toys, 4,000 ornaments, 
and 15,000 lights that will be 
displayed through Sunday, Jan. 
11. The exquisite display is not 
to be missed.

After Macy’s, head over to 
the Lincoln Park Zoo to check 
out this year’s Zoolights. There 
are the traditional holiday 
lights, a water laser show, live 
ice carving, Santa’s workshop, 
and of course the zoo animals. 
You can visit during the day or 
at night for no cost now until 
Sunday, Jan. 4.

Why sit at home complain-
ing about the dreary weather 
and not traveling this year? 
Instead of melting away with 
the snow, take a quick train 
ride to our very own downtown 
Chicago.
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      Akon - Freedom

    Common - Universal Mind Control

         Britney Spears - Circus

Akon’s album Freedom is dedicated to relationships and that infamous thing called love. His new songs seem to 
have deeper meaning than those on his previous albums, which possessed a somewhat superficial nature, yet still 
illustrated his obvious talents for catchy lyrics and rhythm. His relationship-based regrets are heard in his very first 
song, “Right Now (Na Na Na).” “Keep You Much Longer” and “Be with You” follow a similar pattern. Despite the 
cheerless lyrics, most of the songs have a pop/techno feel alongside his classic hip hop style. “Freedom” is completely 
unlike the other songs and compels one to take note of the naturally uplifting chorus. The track features artists 
Colby O’Donis, Kardinal Offishall, Sweet Rush, Young Jeezy, Lil’ Wayne, T-Pain, Ray Lavender, and Wyclef Jean. 
I would recommend this album to fans of the featured artists due to their similar style. - Emily Shulmanovich

Britney Spears; you either love her or you hate her. Personally, I actually enjoyed listening to her new album. 
Circus was released on Tuesday, Dec. 2 (her 27th birthday). The reactions to her sixth studio album have been 
mixed but her single, “Womanizer”, hit number one on the Billboard Hot 100. The album is a combination of techno 
mixes and the pop-princess legacy we’re all familiar with. Most of the songs have a great rhythm but the lyrics are 
nevertheless shallow. Since her words don’t have much substance, almost all her slow songs fall through the cracks. 
Of them, only “My Baby” was worth listening to because you can hear her express her love as she sings about her 
children. For the most part, the actual music is fun, upbeat, and sometimes, that’s just what a person needs to listen 
to. I recommend this to those who like the Pussycat Dolls and older Britney albums.  - Sofiya Teplitskaya

By Maya Erf
  Reporter

By Jon Goncalves
   Reporter

On Friday, Dec. 12, The Day 
the Earth Stood Still was re-
leased.  It’s a remake of the 1951 
sci-fi classic and was number 
one at the box office on opening 
weekend, making $31 million.

The basic premise of both 
versions of The Day the Earth 
Stood Still is that an alien ar-
rives on earth with a mysterious 
message to give to the leaders 
of the world.

In the original, the story is 
driven by finding out what the 
message is and how the human 
race will react to it.  In the re-
make, an alien arrives, but he 
seems to have determined his 
actions on earth ahead of time 
and does not care about human 
input.  The message also ap-
pears somewhat secondary to 
the snazzy effects that director 
Scott Derrickson has the audi-
ence focus on.

Both versions have the U.S. 
government capturing the alien 
Klaatu early on.  In the original, 
Klaatu escapes and decides 
to assimilate into the human 
population to learn more about 
how people behave and think.  
In the modern version, he es-
capes for no other reason than 
to get away from the hostile 
American government.

Given Michael Rennie’s ef-
fective performance as the ro-
botic yet charismatic Klaatu in 
the original, you’d think Keanu 
Reeves would be the perfect 
choice.  Unfortunately, even 
by Keanu standards, his Klaatu 
remains completely wooden 
and unsympathetic.

en Benson’s stepchild, Jacob 
(Jaden Smith).  He’s constantly 
angry at his mom and Klaatu 
for no other reason than his dad 
died a year ago.  He is a total 
jerk to his mom who clearly 
loves him.  There’s supposed to 
be some sort of character arc in 
there, but it all gets lost by the 
audience never caring about 
him in any way.

Something rather amusing 
that stands alone in just this 
version is the product place-
ment.  At one point Klaatu 
needs to talk to someone, but he 
has to do it inside a McDonalds.  
There’s no reason given as to 
why it’s a McDonalds chosen as 
opposed to any other location.

The score in the movie turned 
out to be quite decent.  It played 
well with what was happening 
on screen and never ruined the 
mood.  That was something I 
actually had a problem with in 
the original.  The score worked 
well at times, but too often it 
got overly dramatic and made 
some scenes comical.

The more comical scenes 
in the remake instead can be 
blamed on the terribly hokey 
dialogue.  It’s hard to keep track 
of how many times lines were 
intended to increase suspense 
or be moving, but instead re-
sulted in audience laughter.

If you can, avoid this movie.  
It’s boring and repetitive.  It 
seems like you’re there for three 
hours just watching Keanu 
avoid the police.  You can see 
the ending a mile away.  Not 
that endings need to be twists, 
but once you realize how it’s 
going to end, you can leave the 
theater that much earlier.

Common’s most recent album Universal Mind Control is sure to disappoint anyone and everyone who was 
expecting great lyrics or anything remotely innovative for his eighth album.  On too many of the songs his voice is 
lost under synths and unnecessary junk that’ll leave the listener wondering whose album it is: Common’s or the 
producers’.  And on the tracks when that long and impatiently anticipated voice is finally heard over decent beats, 
the lyrics are utterly worthless and not safe for work...or school...or the car without the risk of offending any neigh-
boring drivers.  A diamond in the rough is definitely “Make My Day feat. Cee-lo”- it’ll put a little extra bounce in 
anyone’s step.  But all in all though the CD isn’t worth the $10 price tag.  Right now, all anyone should do is cozy 
up with some new Beyonce and hope for Common’s sake that his ninth time around is a charm. - Lauren Teng



The evolution of two basketball programs
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S p o r t s  w o r t h  1 0 0 0  w o r d s

Sophomores Deborah Steinberg (lower left) and Citlali Cuevas (lower 
right) practice their vault and uneven bar routines for their next big  meet. 

Coming into the ‘08-’09 
basketball seasons, both the 
boys’ and ladies’ teams have 
experienced a huge change in 
their coaching staff and thus 
a shift in their programs as a 
whole. 

Both programs have stayed 
with their head coaches and 
have built up a staff that works 
in correspondence to their 
coaching style. 

Social studies teacher, foot-
ball coach and head basketball 
coach, Bill Pistorius is joined by 
student activities director Kev-
in Monahan, special education 
instructor Ronald Dornseif, 
and assis-
tant coach 
Shaun Na-
patal  for 
the varsity 
team. 

T h e 
sophomores have a new coach, 
special education teacher aide 
Michael Hare. Having com-
peted at the college level for 
Loyola University at Chicago, 
his advanced experience with 
the sport adds to the extensive 
experience of the whole coach-
ing staff. Substitute teacher Jim 
Wagner assists Hare with the 
sophomore team. Wagner also 
coaches the sophomore level 
football team under Pistorius. 

Coach Bart Fabian, once a 
basketball coach for the girls’ 
program, has decided to coach 
the boys’ freshman level team 
alongside special education 

Photos by Rachel Spector

By Lia Velitchkova
Copy Editor

Coach Reggie McClure, also  
a football coach, is co-coaching 
the freshman teams with re-
turning coach and culinary art 
teacher Mike Swiatkiewicz. 

Regardless of the coaching 
changes, the new faces have 
brought a new perspective and 

varying styles of coaching, al-
though the main philosophy of 
ladies’ basketball has remained 
the same.

 The team’s game play has 
been tweaked from last year; 
there is a stronger focus now 
on a more aggressive defense, 

teacher aide Dan Casey. 
Regardless of these structur-

al changes, Pistorius maintains 
faith in the program and its 
compatibility with its athletes. 
“Our new staff is ready to impact 
the dynamic of our program 
within the constantly evolving 
sport of basketball,” he says. 

“I trust my teammates and 
my coaches. They come to work 
and we come ready to perform. 
I’m excited about what the pro-
gram is becoming,” said senior 
varsity team captain Michael 
Sugihara.  

Monahan commented, “We 
expect our students to work 
hard in the classroom as well as 
on the court…it’s not just bas-

ketball – it’s a 
lot more than 
that  in our 
program.” 

The girls 
b a s k e t b a l l 
program has 
experienced 

similar switches among team 
coaches. English teacher and 
head coach Daniel Paxson has 
remained in his leading position, 
but the  assistant varsity coach-
ing staff has changed. Substitute 
teacher and assistant coach 
Doug Bennet has had many 
years of experience coaching all 
levels of both boys’ and ladies’ 
basketball and has taken on the 
position of assistant coach. 

For the sophomore team, 
Niles Park District employee  
Lauren Newton has taken the 
reins from current boys’ fresh-
man coach Dan Casey alongside 
coach Paul Wrenn.

Photos by Jenna Hartnett

while the offensive style re-
mains the same as in previous 
seasons. 

As assisitant varsity men’s 
basketball coach Dornseif notes, 
“New people bring change, and, 
as we have learned, change is 
good.” 

“I trust my teammates and my 
coaches. They come to work and 
we come ready to perform. I’m 
excited about what the program is 
becoming.”

Sung-Pil Kim (left) and Breannah Ranger practice for  tonight’s games against  
conference rival Maine West. The boys’ team is at home while the girls’ team is away.



Niles North wrestling team pins down the competition 
By Emily Shulmanovich

Copy Editor

How to keep the weight off over the holiday season
By  Joshua Levy

Sports Editor

tain carbohydrates and fats, 
like regular Coke.  Physical 
fitness coach Mark Egofske 
says, “Stay away from empty 
calories. Try to avoid drinking 
Coke. I find myself drinking it 
a lot and over-indulging in it. 
Stay away from it with a little 
bit of self-discipline.”

Exercise, exercise, ex-
ercise! Whenever possible, 
stay away from sitting around.  
Sitting around can allow you to 
think about eating. Get off of 
the couch and take your mind 
off of the pantry. “Get out to 
the movies or the ice rink. Al-
low yourself to forget about 
eating and become active,” 
adds Egofske

Take your time shop-
ping, and returning un-
wanted gifts.  “When you 
go shopping for gifts, find the 
farthest parking space and 
take your time walking around 
with those large packages,” 

says Palmer.
 Find a place to work 

out and exercise. The school 
weight room is open over 
break to athletes on sports 
teams.  For those who do not 
participate in athletics, go to a 
local fitness center and get to 
work.  This is the key element 
in being and staying healthy 
over the holidays.

Work on creating good 
eating habits when you 
do find yourself at home 
watching TV. Don’t eat un-
healthy snacks when you aren’t 
being active. Munch on fruits 
and vegetables instead of those 
sweets.

Offer to help out around 

Along with studying for fi-
nals, keeping weight off during 
the holiday season is an impor-
tant practice that is commonly 
forgotten.  

As people get older, they for-
get that their bodies are unable 
to eat that holiday pie without 
experiencing a change in body 
composition. 

To make sure that you don’t 
forget this, here are some tips 
to avoid coming back to school 
with a little extra “baggage.”

Avoid going to holiday 
parties on an empty stom-
ach.  Athletic trainer Dawn 
Palmer advises, “Before you go 
out to parties, fill up a little bit at 
home.  Instead of going straight 
to the dessert table, make a stop 
at the veggie table first. Avoid 
those high fat foods.”

Don’t drink liquids that con-

Junior Danny Robbins wrestles his opponent down to the mat at a home invite 
earlier this season. It’s vital for wrestlers to establish position during a match.

Sports (W-L-T)    Record as of 12/15/08 
In Conference

B. Basketball 0-2, 12/19/08 @H vs. Maine 
West

Cheerleading First place in Co-Ed Division @ 
Stevenson HS Invitational

G. Basketball
2-1, 12/19/08 @ Maine West

G. Gymnastics
2-0, 12/20/08 @ New Trier

Swimming 1-1, 12/19/08 @ Home vs. Niles 
West

Wrestling
0-2, 12/19/08 @ GBS Invite

Viking Stat Box

“No pain, no gain;” that’s the 
Niles North wrestling team’s 
motto this season. With the 
ongoing struggle of getting 
through daily practices and the 
constant competitive meets, 
the team has certainly worked 
up a sweat. 

After winning in a match 
against Elmwood Park on Sat-
urday, Dec. 6, their goal to work 
harder has only strengthened. 

Upcoming meets include 
matches against Glenbrook 
North and Deerfield. 

Head Coach Marlon Felton 
says, “I can’t wait to see them 
all wrestle after practicing all 
week. The camaraderie and 
family type of atmosphere that 
we have is special.”

The team is relatively young, 
consisting of three seniors –  
Jesse Taylor , George Pira, and 
Jacob Weiss – while the rest are 
sophomores and juniors. 

Taylor is in the 112 lb weight 
class and sees the benefits of 
being on the team. “It’s great 
to be able to work with people 
with the same intensity as you,” 
says Taylor. 

The team is as competitive as 
any when it comes to individual 
accomplishments, but as soon 
as they have a meet, the con-
centration shifts towards team 
success. 

Taylor says, “Before a match, 
you have to prepare both men-
tally and physically by getting 
into a mind set where you know 
you can win.” 

Sophomore Chris Pazmino is 

also a member of the team. He 
sees how difficult it can be, but 
is always more than willing to 
work his hardest.

“Wrestling is more than just 
a pastime. I like the rush that 
you get during a match. It’s also 
great to cheer on your team-
mates when your turn is over,” 
says Pazmino.

Felton sees the potential in 
the boys and the qualities that 
make a good wrestler. 

“You have to work hard, both 
in school and at practice, and 
be positive around your team-
mates, and that’s all you need,” 
says Felton. 

The team continues to re-
fine their skills throughout the 
season. Their hope is to end 
the season better as team than 
they began.

The determined wrestlers 
have had a number of dual 
meets so far and are preparing 
for a varsity invite at Glenbrook 
South tonight. The away meet 
begins at 6:00. 

Photo by Jon Durr
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Swimmer seeks to seize State

the house when you’re set-
ting up for those holiday 
parties. Anything that in-
volves movement is helpful in 
staying healthy.  This is not only 
helpful for your bodies, but also 
to those nagging parents.

Don’t starve yourself of 
the kinds of nutrients that 
you need. Part of eating the 
right foods requires getting 
your neccessary dietary needs. 
It is essential to get your daily 
required amount of calcium, 
potassium, and protein to be 
healthy.

Don’t get stuck in diets 
that make you starve your-
self. It can hurt your body and 
the flow of your metabolism 

to not eat. So don’t be afraid 
of eating three full meals ev-
eryday, as long as they are the 
right foods.

Try to avoid letting oth-
ers influence you to eat 
unneccessary food.  When 
someone tries to pressure you 
into eating that last cookie, 
just say “no.” Knowing your 
limitations is key in gaining the 
self-discipline that you need to 
stay healthy. 

Enjoy Winter Break and 
have a blast. Don’t starve your-
self, but keep it reasonable. 
Always remember that you 
aren’t going to have a fast me-
tabolism, so get exercising. You 
only live once.

 Ambitious swimmer Court-
ney Berkowitz is ready to dive 
into his senior year as a cap-
tain of the boys’ varsity swim 
team.  Focused and motivated, 
Berkowitz has large-scale goals 
set for himself.

 “I’m ready to get back into 
shape by building up my en-
durance so I can be prepared 
for my first meet and build 
from there to make it to State,” 
Berkowitz said.

While his events include the 
100-yard freestyle, 400-yard 
freestyle relay and 200-yard 
medley relay, Berkowitz in-
tends on earning a spot in the 
state competition for the 50- 
yard freestyle. 

To reach this goal, he admits 
he needs to perfect his start in 
order to shave off time which 
may allow him to make the 
state cut.

With this newfound drive, 
Berkowitz is receiving encour-
agement and support from the  
coaching staff. 

 “He’s more focused since 
the season has started and he 
knows that the end is near, 

which helps him prioritize his 
practice time so he can achieve 
his goals,” said Coach Seth 
Orlove.

Besides having assistance 
from the coaching staff, he has  
encouragement from his team-
mates as well.

“Courtney has always car-
ried the responsibilities of the 

team and has good authority 
over this young varsity squad,” 
teammate Jonathan Wayne 
Long said.

The fast-paced practice 
schedule, intimidating meets, 
and the constant rigor of aca-
demics test Berkowitz’s pa-
tience and love for the sport.

Orlove said, “It is important 
for Courtney to be conscious 
of what he wants to be remem-
bered as. This should allow him 
to find that extra push when he 
needs it most.”

Having won two All-Con-
ference awards, Berkowitz is 
in tune with what he wants to 
leave as his legacy. 

“I want to be remembered 
as a hard worker more than 
anything else.  Talent is great, 
but it means nothing without 
hard work to back it all up,” said 
Berkowitz.  

The team’s first home meet 
is tonight against Niles West at 
5:00 p.m. in the pool.

By Jenna Hartnett
Photographer
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Niles North
Celebrates

the
Season:

Winter festivities found right under your nose

Students sip “Hot Chocolate with the Principal” every Friday morning in December. The 
warmth of the cocoa takes the chill out of the blustery winter wind.

The Winter Party, sponsored by International Club, brings together students from dif-
ferent parts of the world to share their cultures’ celebration of the season.

Indo-Pak Club Filipino Club

Assyrian Club

Latino Club


