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Joe Boersma

C           lass of 2009         
Auffy Birjandi

The stupidest thing that 
I have ever done was climb-
ing out the freaking window. 
Enough said.

One day in consumer ed., 
Zack threw his sandwich away 
and I took it out of the garbage 
and ate it.

Lyela M. was dancing in the 
hallway and when she bent over 
Toni P. realized her pants had 
torn near her bottom. IT was 
so funny because she had a 
huge split in her pants and she 
tried to cover it by stretching 
her shirt down over her pants. 
Even though she said they 
ripped while she was dancing, 
we believe they were already 
torn before that. Even though 
we may love a pair of pants we 
need to learn to let them go 
sometimes. Love you, Lyela! 

Toni Moseley

During my sophomore year, 
it was randomly announced 
on Monday that the school 
had an unplanned assembly 
on Friday, and no one knew 
what it was about. The North 
Star staff took advantage of 
this by  spreading a rumor that 
the MTV show “MADE” was 
coming to Niles North. Over 
the course of the week, we 
began to rapidly spread this 
rumor around the school, and 
it  caught on quick. The peak 
of the shenanigans was at Hot 
Chocolate with Mr. Freeman 
when Brett Arnold, a freshman 
at the time, came up to me very 
excited and said, “David, did 
you hear “MADE” was coming 
to the school?!?” I tried my 
hardest, but I let a really quiet 
laugh out and I turned to my 
friend Tali Ness-Cohn who 
was laughing because she had 
known prior what was up.  Brett 
just looks at us and says, “Did 
you just start that rumor?” I 
don’t say a word while he turns 
around and storms off back 
to his lunch table. Turns out 
the assembly was about being 
careful about stuff you put on 
Facebook and Myspace. Our 
rumor was SO much better.

David Rubin

Jana Schneider

Memories

Seniors, thanks 
f o r  m a k i n g 
high school so 
m e m o r a b l e ! 
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Freshman year, my friends 
Tania and Nurije were obsessed 
with senior Kevin Mancera, 
and everyday in lunch all they 
would talk about was Kevin the 
whole lunch period.  So one 
day, since Kevin sat next to 
the ice cream machine, Tania 
goes to buy ice cream and our 
whole table comes with just to 
see what he would do.  Tania’s 
ice cream fell from the machine 
and Kevin takes it and gives 
Tania a dollar.

Elsamery Mejia

 It was in the middle of my 
freshman year and all I could 
think of was going to state with 
my JV cheerleading squad. We 
had all worked together since 
the summer, and all of our hard 
work was going to pay off. The 
first time we went to a regional 
competition we were so over-
whelmed we didn’t get a bid to 
state. Though with a lot more 
practice and some confidence 
boosters from our coach Song, 
we were able to qualify for state 
the second time around. For 
us, this was a big deal because 
the squad was mostly fresh-
men, and we were competing 
in a division more composed of 
sophomores and juniors.

A month later we finally got 
to go to Springfield to show 
our skills. It was a pretty crazy 
time. We waited hours until 
our time to perform. It was 
nerve-wracking seeing each 
team get called up. When it was 
our time, we were escorted into 
a practice room to get ready. 
Everyone was quiet, which was 
a little unusual for a squad of 
talkative girls. After our run 
through they hurried us up to 
the floor to perform. That day 
we nailed our routine, no drops 
and no mistakes. It was such 
an exciting moment. Though 
when awards came we found 
out we tied for eighth. We were 
so disappointed. How could a 
perfect routine not get us into 
the top five? But after a lot of  
reflecting on the experience I 
think we all realized that it’s 
not about what place you get. 

Sophomore year Josh was 
walking down the hall and he 
saw this senior who he thought 
was really good looking. He 
tried to say hey to her but he 
ended up spitting on himself. I 
still laugh about it to this day.

Zach Kabb

My fondest memory of se-
nior year obviously regards 
DANCE MARATHON. One 
night there were envelopes that 

Francesca Paras

One of my favorite memo-
ries happened last year when 
I founded Dodgeball Club. 
Initially, I didn’t know what to 
expect. The second to last meet-
ing of the year we had about 150 
people playing. I can’t begin to 
describe exactly how I felt at 
that moment. I think seeing 
the club I started flourish as it 
did was astounding. It’s great 
to know I will have a legacy at 
Niles North even after I will 
have long been graduated. 

Matt Kaczkowski

Ilan Meerovich
Last year in Hebrew class 

with Mrs. Pashtan, Mr. Mur-
phy, the Foreign Language 
director, came to sit in on our 
class. He sat next to me while I 
was doing my math homework, 
Matt Newman was sleeping, 
and we were singing Israeli 
songs the entire period while 
Mr. Murphy was just staring 
at us.

Enrique Castro
I will never forget the mem-

ory of making “The Real World 
Skokie” for summer school 
English. In the summer after 
junior year Kurt, Sasha, and 
I were enrolled in the same 
English class and as our final 
assignment we had to film our 
own reality show based on 
what the media influences us 
to do. We created “The Real 
World Skokie,” which was not 
allowed to be aired on Youtube 
because it was too awesome. 
It did, however, make it onto 
Facebook, so everyone should 
check it out. The cast consisted 
of me (playing a religious gay 
guy), Kurt (playing a close-
minded stoner), Sasha (playing 
a notorious party girl), Ginger 
(playing a ditzy snob), and 

Jonathan Perlin
One day Josh Levy, Brian 

Mortell, and I were leaving 
school through the front en-
trance. Because it was the 
middle of the winter, there 
was a mound of snow about 
ten feet high to our right as we 
walked towards my car. Brian 
eyed the pile made a proposal 
to Josh. “Josh, I will give you 
a dollar if take your coat off, 
run onto the top of the snow 
mound, scream ‘Aunt Jemima’ 
as loud as you can, and roll 
down the hill singing I’m a little 
teapot.” Josh was intrigued by 
the prospect of earning a dollar 
but he wasn’t quite sure, so I 
told Josh, “I’ll throw in a dollar 
if you do it.” Because he could 
now earn two dollars he did the 
aforementioned task without 
hesitation. He earned his two 
dollars, but also lost a little 
dignity in the process. Also, 
he shivered uncontrollably for 
the 15 or 20 minutes it took to 
get to my car and to drive him 
to his house. “In retrospect,” 
Josh said, “that was a really 
poor decision.” Even though he 
recognized that this was a poor 
decision, when I asked him if he 
would do it again, he answered, 
“yes” without hesitation.

Eddie Sikazwe
One time during Mr. Hamp-

ton’s fourth period gym class 
last semester, we were running 
around the middle of the soccer 
field. Danit Aharoni was wear-
ing sweatpants with a slit by 
the ankle. As she was running, 
her sweatpants got caught un-
derneath her shoe and she fell 
down. And so did her pants.

Sam Cuya
It’s the end of junior year 

and things just began to get 
crazy. The last day of gymnas-
tics was sectionals and my team 
was heading back to school. Me, 
being the one to brighten up 
everyone’s life, I decided to get 
wild and leave my mark in the 
school year. I sat in back of the 
bus and pulled my pants down 
and showed the drivers behind 
me..my behind. All the boys 
on the bus got a laugh out of it 
but the deans didn’t. I ended 
up with a suspension and com-
munity service. Oh joy... 

Ramin Zacharia
During the culmination of 

my sophomore honors geom-
etry class with Mr. Sokolowski, 
my red-headed, smelly friend 
Josh Levy and I decided that 
it would be quite hilarious if 
we would pie our teacher in 
the face at the end of our final 
exam. Both of us sped through 
the final, excited to get the man 
we knew as “Soko” in the face as 
we left his class for the summer 
days. Then, it happened. Josh 

brought the scratchy orange 
towels from the boys locker 
room, and I supplied the gra-
ham cracker crust filled with 
whipped cream to put the man 
to shame. At first, Josh and I 
both thought that we were dead 
meat, but Mr. Soko was very 
kind humored and enjoyed the 
moment. THANKS FOR THE 
MEMORIES, MAN!!!!

special guest Tara (who played 
herself). It was so much fun and 
filming it at Sasha’s mansion--I 
mean house was even better. 
Best memory for sure!!!

And, Kurt...Come on ma’! 
HaHaHa!!!

Paul Jang
S o ,  s o p h o m o r e  y e a r , 

Sokolowski’s geometry class, I 
walk into class and he gives me 
back my test, the one I KNOW I 
did really good on. So he gives 
me back my test, and every-
thing was marked wrong and it 
had a 32% at the top of the test. 
Tears in my eyes, I was looking 
around and comparing my an-
swers with Josh Levy. And then, 
everyone just started laughing. 
Turns out I got 100% and he 
purposely marked everything 
wrong to freak me out. I didn’t 
do my homework for a week to 
protest Soko’s actions.

Instead life is about how hard 
you try to achieve something 
that is very important to you. 
And we definitely accomplished 
that goal.

Chana Hocharoen
I remember the day Joshi 

wore sweatpants to class as a 
dare. He had a sweatshirt with 
little skulls on the inside. His 
hair wasn’t gelled and I pet-
ted it. Everone took pictures 
because it was crazy. He wears 
the most crisp and put-together 
outfits. and everyday we would 
critique it. I wish we could have 
put him down as “Best Dressed” 
in senior superlatives.

had to be stuffed with 3 or 4 
different papers, labeled, and 
sent to the household of each 
student at Niles North. That’s 
a lot of envelopes...seriously. 
Mr. Freeman, Mr. Sharma, 
and others were really skeptical 
about it being able to be fin-
ished before we went home that 
night. My table, which included 
Lulu, Dank, and a couple oth-
ers, formed an assembly line 
and were folding, stuffing, and 
labeling at the speed of light. It 
was incredibly fast and orga-
nized, and with our dedication, 
the envelopes with the letters 
to students/parents were avail-
able to be sent out the following 
morning. OMG I love DM.



By Rayan Elkheir
Reporter

By Jonathan Perlin
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Hasselbring hailed as 
North’s top teacher

Every year students rally 
together to nominate their fa-
vorite teachers for the Teacher 
of the Year Award. Student As-
sociation then evaluates these 
nominations and honors one 
teacher.

This year’s recipient is cal-
culus BC and math analysis 
teacher Janet Hasselbring, 
who will be retiring at the end 
of the year.

Upon learning that she had 
received the award, Hassel-
bring says she had a variety of 
feelings about it. “I was hon-
ored but humbled. Only one 
teacher in the entire school re-
ceives this award and there are 
so many great and dedicated 
teachers.”

Student Association goes 
through a rigorous selection 
process that involves three 
main steps. First, they review 
students’ written nominations 
for their favorite teacher.  Next, 
Student Association makes sure 
the nominees fulfill the basic 
criteria. 

Student Association Presi-
dent Josef Zajcew says, “It’s 
sad that sometimes we have to 
turn down some great teachers 
that were nominated, because 
they are not involved in extra 
curriculars.” Next, they select 
about five teachers to review.

During these reviews there 
are many requirements that 
Hasselbring had to fulfill as 
she went through the observa-
tion. Zajcew notes, “Effective 
presentation of material, ex-
tensive knowledge of subject 
matter, enthusiasm towards 
teaching, and ability to inspire 
are a few of the qualities that 
we look for when observing the 
candidates.” 

Observers cited Hassel-

bring’s willingness to present 
subject material in a variety 
of ways, her ability to convey 
enthusiasm for the subject 
matter, and even her ability 
to express a sense of comedy 
by including math related 
cartoons on chapter syllabi as 
some of her best qualities. 

Hasselbring’s contagious 
love of math is apparent 
as soon as one walks into 
one of her classes. Observer 
and former student Nicole 
Valente says, “As a student 
in her class I have experi-
enced her ability to simplify 
extraordinarily complicated 
topics. Being able to observe 
her class again this year, I 
was reminded of what a great 
inspiration she is with her 
constant positive energy even 
through teaching the most 
difficult of concepts.” 

This ability is what makes 
Hasselbring stand out among 
the many exceptional teach-
ers at Niles North. It is one 
of the top reasons she is so 
revered by her students.

When describing her pas-
sion for the subjects that she 
teaches, Hasselbring has a 
very simple response. “I just 
like math. I enjoy teaching 
math because seeing that a 
student really ‘gets it’ is very 
rewarding, and it makes it 
fun.”

Hampton to head American team 
By Akshita Siddula

Ed-Op Editor
Niles North physical welfare 

instructor Matt Hampton has 
been named the head coach of 
the 2009 Cadet Pan-American 
Championship team for USA 
Wrestling. This is America’s 
first year at the competition, 
which will be held August 14-16 
in Managua, Nicaragua. 

The competition, hosted by 
the International Federation 
of Associated Wrestling Style, 
known by its French name 
Fédération Internationale des 
Luttes Associées (FILA), is for 
15-17 year old amateur wres-
tlers. As head coach, Hampton 
will be in charge of running the 
training camp this summer in 
Chicago, team selection, and 
making sure that required 
documentation is in order for 
the trip. He was also named as-
sistant coach for the American 
team at the world champion-
ships in Turkey this July. 

This isn’t the first time 

Hampton has worked with 
FILA; in 1988 he was selected 
to serve as the freestyle coach 
for the Panama National Wres-
tling Team. Since then he has 
primarily taught high school 
students but has remained 
interested in coaching at the 
international level. 

“I just want to stay involved 
and this job combines two 
things I really like - travel and 
wrestling. USA wrestling is 
awesome and I like working 
with the best in all different age 
groups - it provides a different 
perspective,” said Hampton, 
regarding his new job.

Hampton first arrived at 
Niles North in 1999 and was 
faced with the challenge of 
directing a Wrestling program 
that had won only one Con-
ference Championship in the 
previous 32 years and had more 
losing seasons than winning 
ones. 

Under his tenure the for-
tunes of the NN Viking team 

This year’s Dance Marathon took place at Niles 
North Saturday May 9 from 4 p.m.-12 a.m. More 
than 500 students, faculty, alumni, campers and 
community-members came to support the cause. 
School Chest raised a total of $73,361.80 through-
out the year, including money raised the night of, 
for Camp One Step at a Time.

The Camp One Step program, sponsored by 
Children’s Oncology Services, allows kids with 
cancer to enjoy two weeks at a summer camp filled 
with activities like water-skiing, arts and crafts, 
and hiking. Doctors, nurses, and oncologists are 
on hand 24/7 on a volunteer basis to provide 
complete medical attention. 

The efforts of the culminating event of Dance 
Marathon have allowed for a significant subsidy 
of the standard $700 fee for many campers. At the 
end of the night, executive director Jacob Drescher 
announced that the accumulated contributions 
were enough to send at least 100 more kids to 

camp for the summer.
Dance Marathon participants raised money 

through various methods, including canning, 
selling candy, and private donations. One of 
the most effective methods in raising money 
was the use of Firstgiving.com. This website 
allowed Dance Marathon participants to 
personalize a web page and email links about 
Camp One Step  to friends and family who 
donated their money online.

Many first-time and returning campers in 
attendance expressed their gratitude the night 
of Dance Marathon, elated by the prospect 
of spending two weeks with kids who share 
similar conditions and concerns. 

Senior Anum Mustafa, a Dance Marathon 
executive, stated, “Everything is so comfort-
able for them at camp; you can walk around 
with your head shaved and it’s not a big 
deal.” 

Promoting fun with more fun, Dance Mara-
thon also featured a moon bounce, Guitar 
Hero, and games, and at the end of the night 
participants were ecstatic about the results. “I 
was shocked when I saw the total amount of 
money we raised,” said Mustafa, “I know that 
this money will not only give kids two weeks of 
fun at a camp, but will raise their confidence 
and self-esteem for a lifetime.” 
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immediately changed during 
the very first season with a 
20-4 dual meet record and an 
undefeated CSL Conference 
Championship title. He trans-
formed Niles North wrestling 
into an annual leading con-
tender for the championship. 

“He puts everything into 
everything he does which is 
why he is so successful; he’s 
really helped me a lot,” said 
sophomore Danny Khouri, one 
of the many athletes coached 
by Hampton. 

Hampton credits all his ac-
complishments to hard work 
and good fortune, claiming he 
was lucky to be able to work 
with and learn from his col-
leagues. “The secret to success 
is easy - outwork the other guy. 
If you stay focused then you 
will be successful.” 

Starting next school year 
Hampton will be a faculty 
member in the Physical Wel-
fare department at Niles West 
High School.

The Dance Marathon Executive Committee seniors from North and West announce the pending total raised for School Chest.

School Chest 
changes lives -
one step at a time



North’s excellence comes from students
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When I was told that there 
was a club for everyone at 
Niles North I could not have 
imagined what a wild ride they 
would take me on. Spending 
hours of my time planning 

Dance Marathon, playing Ul-
timate Frisbee, and publishing 
the North Star has made me 
realize how incredible Niles 
North’s clubs really are. 

We have accomplished 
countless remarkable mile-
stones. Over the past four years 
our theater department has put 
on award winning shows, the 
chess team won state, DECA 
sent students to Nationals, 
Ultimate Frisbee became an 
Illinois powerhouse, and Dance 
Marathon beat its previous 
year’s fundraising record every 
year. These are just a few of the 
clubs that accomplished unbe-
lievable tasks.

I soon realized that students 
put in a vast majority of their 
time toward achieving these 
astounding accomplishments.

These clubs are run, and kept 
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alive, by amazing students who 
participate in these activities 
because they love what they do, 
not for a grade, or praise. Love 
keeps these students at school 
into the late hours of the night 
practicing for plays and shows 
or neglecting to do homework 
to plan a waffle sale for charity. 
These students are the ones 
who volunteer at hospitals or 
work on Science Fair projects 
until the early morning hours. 

It’s these students who 
continually amaze me. They 
achieve great success in areas 
outside the classroom and 
their determination and char-
acter makes these students an 
extremely special part of the 
student body. 

Our community should take 
great pride in our exceptional 
clubs and organizations that 

achieve so much. Though club 
sponsors have a large impact 
on clubs, the students take 
the initiative to try to achieve 
greatness. 

The clubs that win awards 
and help people are not the only 
student activities that do amaz-
ing things. Our multicultural 
clubs embody the diversity that 
exists in Niles North. These 
clubs express their cultures’ 
lifestyles, which are celebrated 
during International Week 
where the entire student body 
celebrates the school’s diver-
sity.

This is just one testament  to 
the fact that our students are a 
rare breed of exceptional people 
in a world of racism, prejudice, 
and xenophobia. Our diverse 
community has innately taught 
us to accept all people. That is 

something you will never learn 
in most schools in the country 
and even in our area.

The clubs I participated 
in made my high school ex-
perience enjoyable and have 
taught me so much about life 
and people. I hope you seniors 
have taken advantage of the 
extraordinary clubs that Niles 
North has to offer. And if you’re 
an underclassman, I hope you 
will take full advantage of the 
countless opportunities to do 
something amazing.

At Niles North we might 
not have the nationally ranked 
sports teams, or exceed stan-
dards on our average ACT, but 
as far as I am concerned, our 
students’ passion, persever-
ance, and personalities are 
unparalleled at any high school 
in the country.   

Seniors: You are the wind beneath my wings

Here we are, seniors. Just 
a week away from graduation, 
ready to move on to college, 
jobs, the military, or any other 
path your life may take you on. 
The tradition of these editori-
als by the editor-in-chief and 

managing editor are mainly 
to tie in one solid theme about 
our high-school experience. 
Because of all the originality 
emanating from my body at 
any given moment, I’d like to 
do this a little differently.

In my four years of high 
school it’s tough to focus on one 
consistent emotion or principle 
that I felt throughout my time 
here at Niles North. Freshman 
year was filled with pure terror, 
sophomore year was packed 
with carelessness, junior year 
was my recovery period, and 
senior year, to put it simply, has 
been a mix of pure awesome-
ness and considerable anxiety.

Most of all, I’d like to take a 
quick moment to address my 
senior year. It has easily been 
my most stressful year so far. I 
have an early bird class, and no 
lunch. And on two days of the 

week, I go from class to class 
from 7:30 in the morning to 
3:23 in the afternoon, not even 
counting the after-school ac-
tivities. And before some of you 
start yelling at the newspaper 
in your hands, “WHY WOULD 
YOU DO THAT?” I’d like to say 
in my defense that the majority 
were classes I needed to take 
to graduate that I put off until 
senior year. With my whining 
aside, I’d like to continue on 
to the true meaning of this 
editorial.

I’d like to address the un-
precedented sense of unity 
within the senior class this 
year. It’s impossible not to ad-
dress the different cliques that 
existed the first three years of 
high school and recognize the 
fact that not every one was 
friends with each other. I feel 
like senior year we all turned 

that around. Luckily, we real-
ized early on that we wouldn’t 
be seeing each other forever 
and we quickly organized into 
one united class.

It is impossible not to speak 
about the now infamous fall 
pep assembly. We created signs 
that addressed our issues with 
security of the new school year 
in addition to making nametags 
that had our ID numbers print-
ed on it. While it escalated to 
a level that I personally didn’t 
approve of, I think we got the 
administration’s attention.

I’d like to drift away from 
the pep assembly shenanigans 
and focus more on the motive 
of the entire situation. The 
seniors realized there was a 
problem within our school, 
and we reasonably spoke with 
the administration in order to 
create a solution that would af-

fect every single student at this 
high school.

When this happened, I was 
really blown away. I  supported 
every move that was made by 
the group of seniors that were 
leading this revolution. I think 
we can look back on it and feel 
that we are a unique group of 
students.

Seniors, we’ve all made an 
impact on this school, and may-
be even the community in our 
very own way. Whether it may 
be campaigning for the change 
in the fall, being a part of Dance 
Marathon, or doing any sort of 
community service in the area, 
we all should be proud of our-
selves. And I say this from one 
student to another, seniors, you 
are all going to do great things 
in life, and I believe each one of 
us has limitless potential. Peace 
out, class of ’09! 

Summer Reading List 
(Pick one book according to your grade)

Incoming Freshmen
Rules of the Road by Joan Bauer
Exploits of a Reluctant (Extremely Goodlooking) 
Hero by Maureen Fergus
Bucking the Sarge by Cristopher Paul Curtis

Incoming Sophomores
The Glass Castle by Jeanette Walls
Does My Head Look Big in This? by Randa Abdel-
Fattah
Black and White by Paul Volponi

Incoming Juniors
Water for Elephants by Sara Gruen
Pact by Drs. Sampson Davis, George Jenkins, 
Rameck Hunt with Lisa Fraizier
Betsey Brown by Ntozake Shange

Incoming Seniors
A Thousand Splendid Suns by Khaled Hosseini
A Long Way Gone by Ishmael Beah
The Invisible Man by Ralph Ellison (AP English)
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Musings of a senior

By Joe Boersma
Guest Columnist

Driving down North Lawler 
Avenue, it is hard to imagine 
that the building across the 
shopping mall means so much 
to so many. After all, most of 
us spend more time at Niles 
North than our homes and by 
senior year we’ve all found a 
place in the rooms and hallways 
behind the funky neon colored 
staircases. 

My place was always in 1100 

By Lori Panosyan
Guest Columnist

Niles North: our home away from home 
and 2100 with W.H.O. Club 
and Dance Marathon – sell-
ing t-shirts, counting money, 
making posters, and ignoring 
Mr. Sharma’s demands that 
his desk not become the of-
ficial headquarters for Waffle 
Monday. 

It is hard to pick one mem-
ory from high school as there 
are too many moments that 
have shaped all of our Niles 
North experiences, but for me 
it was when the record-topping 
total for Dance Marathon was 
revealed, number by number, 
to be over $73,000. 

I can’t describe my happi-
ness and excitement at that 
moment, knowing that we do-
nated so much money to Camp 
One Step at a Time. I know that 
all students have found some-
thing that inspires the same 
passion and motivates them to 
stay at school hours after 3:23, 

even when there are piles of 
homework waiting for them to 
get done.

Whether it is through com-
munity service, theater, art, 
music, athletics, or academics, 
the class of 2009 has found 
a home-away-from-home at 
Niles North. We’ve all had our 
complaints over the years, but 
looking back, I know that we’ll 
remember the random acts of 
kindness and fun. 

The teachers that spent their 
free periods helping us with our 
homework, the random people 
that closed our wide-open 
backpacks in the hallway, and 
the birthday locker decorations 
our friends came to school at 
6:30 to put up will stick with 
us more than our complaints 
about closed halls or having our 
IDs checked before entering the 
cafeteria. We will have these 
memories forever. 

I remember running around, 
above, sideways, backwards, 
and through the school to get 
to the right place at the right 
time. I also remember not 
making it.

I remember too many days 
where I needed to sleep, and too 
many nights where I couldn’t. 
Ah, the powers of homework. 

I remember all of about 
four days where I actually was 
awake upon coming to first 
period, and three of them don’t 
count.

I remember homework that 
left everyone confused and no 
one with a happy green check—
and I remember the people that 
got them right and graciously 
shared with all of us befuddled 
people.

I remember coming to con-
certs with wet hair and muddy 
knees, and I remember leaving 
music on the bench under a 
water bottle.

I remember Mr. Swedberg’s 
kid squirting someone in the 
front row with the overhead 
squirt bottle. 

I remember what the ques-

tions about the meaning of 
life are, even if I don’t know 
the answers, and I remember 
how to derive torque equations 
(sometimes). 

I remember bus rides in the 
dead of night where no one 
talked, and ones in bright day-
light where stars shone above 
us as we hit a pothole the size 
of Texas. I also remember buses 
breaking down in the middle 
of nowhere and people freak-
ing out.

I remember not going to 
ninth period and playing music 
as loud as possible, just because 
I could. I remember offbeats 
and onbeats and occasionally 
rhythms.

I remember defending the 
honor of my books so that I 
could curl up on the seat and 
read.

I remember that Mondoturf 
eats people, and that mud will 
always be the best option when 
given one. On that note, the 
bleachers are painful and the 
pool leaks.

I remember sprawling back-
packs, broken books, lost pen-
cils, and duct tape. I remember 
friends that laugh with you 
no matter what, and friends 
that would gladly create hall 
tumors and laugh in the face 
of danger.

I remember not knowing 
what I was doing, but doing it 
anyway. Somehow or another, 
it always works out in the end.

I will always remember the 
class of 2009 and my time 
spent here over the past four 
years.

I’ve done a lot during high 
school. I’ve acted in 19 shows, 
raised money for Relay for 
Life, dated my first girlfriend, 
co-hosted the PA announce-
ments with my good friend Ari 
Kravetz, got my first job, got my 
first iPod, and wrote this guest 
editorial for the North Star. 

I’ve had fun, gotten scared, 
and even got a stellar view 
of the roof outside the 2200 
hallway. I saw an enormous 
tropical hurricane strike New 
Orleans, a new president get 
elected, a corrupt governor go 
down, I’ve had mononucleosis, 
and I think I might have swine 
flu. It’s been a fun ride.

As it is hard for anyone to 
leave their high school, I doubt 
my departure will be any differ-
ent. I’ve gotten to know myself 

better than I ever have before. 
I’ve grown up a whole lot, espe-
cially when I think of myself as 
the ignorant youthful freshman 
that I once was. Many of our 
lives have intertwined thanks 
to this establishment we call 
our home. Niles North is a great 
school; don’t let anyone tell you 
different.

There are many many many 
people that I simply must thank 
for helping me get through 
these wonderful four years. 
My parents, my brother, Mr. 
Ortmann, Mrs. Ripley, Ms. 
Mackie, Mr. Mayfield, Dr. Al-
len, Mrs. Zavell, Mrs. Crane, 
Mr. Gregerman, Wendy, Scott, 
my fellow colleagues in the the-
atre department, Mrs. Dornseif, 
Mrs. Berger, Mrs. Ernst, Mrs. 
Ross, Mr. Horyn, Ms. Ingraham 
(even though I’ve never been in 
any of your classes), Mr. Pratt, 
Mrs. Beeftink, Mrs. Guercio, 
Mr. Sokolowski, Mr. Newman, 
Ms. Goldman, Mrs. Koning (at 
the time you were Ms. Carme-
na), Mr. Reed, Mrs. Naughton, 
Mr. Thielsen, Mrs. Dajani, Mrs. 
Rios-Murphy, Mrs. Benitez, 
Ms. Jacobson, coaches Smith, 
Toledo, Hampton, Swanson, 
Lee, Cox, and Steeno. And every 
brilliant student I have met and 
worked with. Thank you all.    

Rants and ramblings

By Lauren Smyth
Guest Columnist

Cartoon by Jamie Rubinstein

The ‘09 tassle was worth the hassle

By George Pira
Guest Columnist

If you don’t know me al-
ready, let me at least introduce 
myself on paper. I’m George 
Pira. The guy on the morning 
video announcements. The guy 
who got kicked out of the Pep 
Assembly. The guy who can’t 
wait to graduate. 

If you never met me or got 
to know me, I blame myself 
since I’m the one who never 
stops talking in class. Ever 
since freshmen year I tried to 
make the best of high school by 
introducing myself to as many 
unfamiliar faces as I possibly 
could. 

Over the past four years I’ve 
made a handful of friendships 
that I know will last a lifetime 

and I can’t wait to see how 
those friendships blossom as 
the years go by. 

When I was asked to write 
a guest editorial for the senior 
issue of the North Star, I wasn’t 
sure what I’d write about. I fig-
ured I could either write about 
how thrilled I am to finally be 
done with high school or how 
nervous I am to be months 
away from entering the “real 
world”. 

I’ve been waiting to walk on 
Northwestern’s stage since the 
day I started high school, and 
even before that from when I 
saw both my sisters graduate 
years ago. I can’t wait to put on 
the cap and gown and sit with 
all my friends. 

High school is almost over, 
which means college is around 
the corner. I’m planning on 
going to Columbia College and 
majoring in radio broadcast-
ing.

I have some advice for the 
underclassmen reading this 
newspaper. Don’t follow my 
footsteps. I’m the kind of stu-
dent that never went home after 
school. The kind of student 
that would rather play Xbox all 
day than do homework for an 
hour or two. The student that 

ignored the tutors in the Point, 
which explains my GPA. 

However, I have no regrets. 
If I could do it all over again, 
I wouldn’t change a thing be-
cause I love the path I have 
chosen for myself. If you want 
some advice on how to make 
your high school experience a 
little easier, I suggest you do 
whatever you have to in or-
der to survive the rest of high 
school. 

If you think that you are be-
ing disrespected or mistreated, 
don’t just sit there and take 
it. Talk to your parents, they 
have your back and so does 
your principal. Trust me when 
I say Mr. Freeman is never 
too busy to listen to one of his 
students. 

If you don’t like the way 
Niles North is, do what you can 
to change it. Even if the only 
way to do that is running for 
Student Government. You’re 
going to be roaming the Niles 
North hallways for a while; you 
might as well make it as enjoy-
able as possible. 

I love the Class of 2009; we 
will live forever. This chapter 
of our lives is over. Now the 
fun, and the rest of our lives, 
begins.
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This July, four Niles North 
students will represent the 
school in the Family, Career, 
and Community Leaders of 
America (FCCLA) national 
competition.  Senior Samantha 
Skarbek,  and juniors Reine 
Hannah, Victoria Robbins, and 
Jessica Kath have worked hard 
this year on student leadership 
in family and consumer scienc-
es classes in order to compete 
at the national level. 

FCCLA focuses on fash-
ion, interior decorating, child 
development, and culinary 

programs. The FCCLA classes 
at Niles North give students 
opportunities to learn skills for 
the real world as they work on 
projects that can be entered in 
different competitions.

Fashion students can enter 
all types of work, from casual to 
semi-formal and prom apparel. 
Branching off from fashion is 
“recycle and redesign,” where 
students revamp old fashion or 
home apparel.

Interior decorating par-
ticipants design and model 
several rooms based on a po-
tential customer’s needs. Child 
development tests storytelling 

ablility and entrepreneurship. 
The culinary program has salad 
creations, cake decorating, 
cookie decorating, and an “Iron 
Chef” style competition. 

Niles North’s fashion super-
visor Michelle Kline explains 
that, “FCCLA is a great thing 
for students interested in these 
types of fields. They get good 
experience with the extension 
of class projects.” 

Some seniors involved with 
FCCLA are hoping to continue 
with the life skills they have 
learned in class. Several are 
going on to teach and two are 
attending the Fashion Institute 

of Design and Merchandising 
in Los Angeles, California. 
Other interior design and cu-
linary students also plan to 
continue on this career track 
after North. 

Hannah explains, “Prepar-
ing for the competition was a 
lot of work but I can’t describe 
how fulfilling it was watching 
our ideas in action.”

While many students are 
unsure of their future these FC-
CLA students are gaining real 
life experiences that give them 
an idea of what the real world 
requires if they want to “make 
it big” in their fields.

FCCLA stars shine bright

And he was like, and then she said...
North Star’s best quotes of the year

“Niles North will not just settle on being 
the status quo. I want Niles North to be the 
best high school. I want to put Niles North 
on the map.” 

--Mr. Freeman on S.T.E.M.

“It’s bogus that students take things from 
other students.”

--Sophomore Andrew Jung on locker 
room theft

Sophomore Andrew Jung 
stands beside his fruit 
salad creation at the State 
competition. Senior Samantha Safir 

presents her formal dress 
(left) and junior Lisa 
Nahhas showcases her 
dress (above). 

By Maya Erf
Reporter

Most likely to trip
during graduation

Kirsten Pasia

Biggest North Star fan

Jerry Pine

“It is with interventions, it is with dance mara-
thons, it is with these grass root methods, that 
we will improve the lives of the rural poor, the 
urban poor, and the poor in general.”

--David Walton on Dance Marathon 

 “Some of my best legislation has 
come from students.”

--State representative Elizabeth Coulson 
on the impact of students

Most likely to work at 
Niles North

Jonathan Kadet

Most likely to brighten 
your day

Tara Zacharia
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Niles North’s 2009 Departmental Stars 

Business
Konrad Gawel

drama
An-Lin Dauber

yearbook
Alexis Matesi

family and consumer science
Vanessa Arceo

volunteer
Vanessa Arceo

french
Dana Grabelsky

science
Pooja Desai

spanish
Jordan Friedman

orchestra
Brianna Nielsen

applied technology
Ashur Joseph

art
Vicky Kao

dance
Tali Segev

Foreign language
Odilia Aguayo

cde/cve
Katherine Randstrom

journalism
David Kohn

choral
Kirsten Pasia

mathematics
Muhammed Shareef

hebrew
Jenna Banoff

band
Matt Skrzypczynski

german
Linda Saliba

Achievement, Integrity, Motivation
Jeff Bubley

reading
Nansi Odisho

Ell
Hristina Mincheva

social studies
Dev Patel

english
Clara Montague

Chinese
Vicky Kao
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NORTH STAR STAFF 
2008-2009

Niles North, we have enjoyed 
writing about you! To the 

class of 2009, 
congratulations! 

Need a job? 
Part time positions available immediately and over the summer;•	
 •	
We are looking for outgoing, high energy students to participate in •	
marketing our new Verlo Mattress Factory Store at 9332 Skokie Blvd. 
in Skokie
 Flexible schedule. Little training needed. Walking distance from •	
School.
Contact Rod at: 847-933-1400•	

Need a part-time job with flexible hours? 
Part time positions available immediately and over the •	
summer.
Looking for outgoing, high energy students to partici-•	
pate in marketing our new Verlo Mattress Factory Store at 
9332 Skokie Blvd. in Skokie
 Flexible schedule. Little training needed. Walking dis-•	
tance from School.
Contact Rod at: 847-933-1400•	



Sugihara, Montague named top boy, top girl

Names Making News

GO VIKINGS!

May 22, 2009

Sophomore • Sammy Han won third place in the 2009 
Student Writing Competition sponsored by the Mental 
Health Association of the North Shore, 

In The Skokie Public Library’s 2009 Teen Photography • 
Contest, Veronica Sidney placed first for “Captured,” and 
Fred Erickson placed third for “The Ember Room.”

The following students earned a top 10 finish in the high • 
school division of “La Grande Dictée de la Francophonie,” 
a French spelling competition. They are:  Stephanie Ba-
tio, first; Pamela Atade-Nanguit, second, and Odilia 
Aguayo, fifth.                                   

Each year two exceptional 
seniors are selected by the 
faculty and administration to 
be named Outstanding Boy 
and Girl based on academic 
achievement, character, and 
positive participation in the 
Niles North community.  The 
recipients of the coveted honor 
this year are Michael Sugihara 
and Clara Montague.       

A two-sport varsity athlete 
and the National Honor Society 
president, Michael Sugihara 
has been a participant in nu-
merous school activities rang-
ing from Vocal Jazz to H2O to 
ALC and W.H.O. Club since 
his freshman year at North.                                                                                    
“I wanted to try a lot of stuff,” 
he says, “but I learned the hard 
way that I couldn’t do every-
thing. I had to prioritize, figure 
out what my goal was, what I 
wanted to accomplish.” 

He realized quickly that he 
didn’t want to be the sports star 

At the Science Olympiad state competition, the Niles North team earned a 14th place fin-• 
ish out of 38 qualifying teams. The following students placed in their respective categories: 
Matt Bohm and Pooja Desai placed fourth in Astronomy. Matt Bohm and Mihir Shah 
earned a bronze metal in Trajectory. Sarah Takushi and Stephanie Ruiz placed eighth 
in Cell Bio, Health Bio, and Picture This.

Niles North student • Emmanuelle Asrow earned a silver 
medal at the First Midwest Chinese Speech Contest held on 
April 25 at Northside College Preparatory High School. 

Biggest sleeper

Daniel Kim

Best buds

Tali Ness-Cohen and Tali Segev

By Lauren Teng
  News Editor

By Elyssa Cherney
  Feature Editor

The 2008 issue of•  Calliope, the Niles North student-
published art and literary magazine, received a First Place 
with Special Merit award from the American Scholastic 
Press Association. 

Auroris Dance Company competed at the U.S. Finals in Virginia Beach and placed second in • 
Varsity Jazz out of the 625 cheer and dance teams that attended the competition. Compet-
ing members included Captain Kristen Vicencio and Company Members Ellie Govis, 
Ariella Hoffman-Peterson, Joanne Wong, Alex Kuechel,  Vika Dzhioeva, Toni 
Porter, and Jo Sward.  

Abby Harris-Ridker•	  has advanced to the national History Fair competition for her paper 
on Hannah Solomon. Kristina Loy, Jenny Barish and Sarah Haggerty also qualified 
for their exhibit board on Bill Veeck. In order to qualify for nationals, the students ranked 
among the top two of their categories in the state.

R.I.O.T. Club •	 brought back 26 gold medals and nine silver medals from the Illinois Junior 
Academy of Science (IJAS) state competition.

Juniors • Alvin Thomas and Joshua Zeidman competed at the International Science and 
Engineering Fair (ISEF). 

or the most popular guy in his 
grade: “I don’t know if I’ve done 
it so well, but I just wanted to be 
someone different.” He wanted 
to be someone that lived with 
intention and the principles 
that Christianity and his family 
have instilled in him.  That’s 
what sets him apart, says friend 
and fellow senior Daniel Moon, 
“He lives by morals, not just 
what’s best for him.”

As insight for underclass-
man on how to succeed person-
ally and academically “Sugi” as 
he’s affectionately referred to 
as, says: “Figure out what you 

want to do well, and make sure 
that it’s worth all the effort. Fig-
ure out what you want and why 
you’re doing what you’re doing. 
Then, when you have struggles- 
which are a given- it’s not an 
empty feeling, you always have 
that to fall back on.”

Sugihara will attend Cornell 
in the fall to start on a pre-med 
track he hopes will lead to a fu-
ture as an orthopedic surgeon. 
“Ideally,” he explains, “I would 
like to use those skills to go 
overseas to places where there 
is a need for them- that is my 
ultimate goal.”

“He is one of the best people 
I know,” says Shoshana Gold-
man, his AP calculus teacher 
of two years. “His character, 
integrity, and humility are un-
questionable, and his kindness 
and generosity towards others 
make him a truly remarkable 
human being.”

Like, Sugihara, Montague is 
a paragon of student involve-
ment both inside and outside 
the classroom.                         

A three-year member of 
Chorale, a four-year singer for 
the Vocal Jazz, and a clarinet 

player in Jazz Band, Montague 
has committed herself to the 
fine arts scene at North. 

The choral board member 
also dedicates herself to altru-
istic activities including the IM-
PACT program and the Point. 

“It inspires me to see that 
one person can have such posi-
tive impact on someone else,” 
reflects Montague on her ex-
perience as a Point tutor. “It 
is so rewarding for me to give 
students the reassurance they 
need and to enhance their self 
esteem.”

 Montague also finds time to 

participate in several academic 
clubs including Model United 
Nations, National Honor So-
ciety, Spanish National Honor 
Society, and R.I.O.T. club.

“Clara is the heart of a lot of 
great things about Niles North,” 
says Heather Ingraham, Mon-
tague’s A.P. English teacher. 
“You do not find this kind of 
determination, emotional ma-
turity, adaptability, and sheer 
ability in every high ranking 
student.” 

This coming fall, Montague 
will attend Grinnell College in 
Iowa to study English. She will 
continue to sing at college, and 
is considering pursuing a career 
in education.  

 “It is an immense honor to 
be considered a representative 
of a community, my senior 
class, which consists of such 
wonderful people,” says Mon-
tague. 

She is confident that her ex-
periences at North will not be 
forgotten in college. “I am go-
ing to miss the diversity we are 
spoiled with, the administra-
tive support, and the amazing 
people here at North.”

Best laugh

Matt Newman Sarah Takushi

Most likely to cure a 
disease



School Chest and Dance Marathon 2009, sponsored by Hoopis Financial 
Group, wish to thank all of our great sponsors and contributors to the most 

successful fundraising year ever!
By supporting Camp One Step at a Time  you are helping to save and change 

lives. Our gratitude to the following contributors. We couldn’t have
done it without you!

Noodles & Company
Dave’s Italian Kitchen

Herm’s Palace
Village Market

New China Buffet
Boston Market

Pita Inn
Papa Romeo’s 

Grecian Kitchen
Champps

McDonald’s 
Edwardo’s

California Pizza Kitchen
Chipotle

Flat Top Grill
Rompin Rentals

Boom Entertainment
Niles North Orchestra & Choir

Niles North Theatre Department
Niles North Student Government
Miles North Student Association

Niles West Variety Show
Wolfpack

North Star
Niles West Girls Soccer

W.H.O.  Club
School Chest 

Dancers from Niles North and Niles West
District 219 alumni

District 219 Staff and Administration
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Aharoni- Kohn

Danit 
Aharoni

During the past four years 
I have been anticipating 
graduation, but i never ex-
pected to approach it sad-
dened by the thought that 
my last few days at Niles 
North are here. Knowing that 
i will not be surrounded by 
the same people that i have 
since Freshman year is scary, 
but i know that i will never 
forget the relationships i 
have made with all of you. 
Bubbs, we have had the best 
times together. Every second 
i’m with you we create ten 
more inside jokes. I don’t 
know how i will be able to get 
through next year not being 
able to be with you every sec-
ond of each day. Lily, i cant 
believe that we have become 
such good friends so quickly, 
i know we always say that we 
never thought we would be 
friends, but now that we are 
i couldn’t imagine not being 
friends with you. Jamie, i 
believe this is our 13th year 
of friendship. I’m so glad 
that we have been able to 
remain such good friends 
for so long, and through all 
the ups and downs you know 
that i will always love you. 
Becky, since freshman year 
you have always been their 
for me. Coming in to this 
year we were both so nervous 
that we would get sick of each 
other from having the same 
senior schedule, but it never 
happened. I am excited for 
you to visit me next year. 
To everyone not mentioned, 
you guys have all made High 
School memorable for me. 
I love all of you so much... 
Seniors ‘09!

Jenna 
Hartnett

Yanager Muzzle-I give you 
Lillian

Gwenivere, CHIEF-I leave 
you with the love of my life, 
AKA my TROMBONE.

Auffy, Ravveey-I give you 
all of my Death Note pur-
chases, and my own

death note.
Kristen-I leave you my 

cummerbund and bow tie, 
and the heart of the

magical man in a jar.
Erin-I’m GIVING you all 

my crazy brain molecules, to 
go along with

yours.
Lizzie,Lizard-I’m leaving 

you with all my secret hiding 
spots, knowing

you’ll make use of them 
too.

Sumaya-I leave you with 
my books and my visions.

I love you guys more than 
you’ll ever know.  We ridin’ 
the fate train!!

Friday, May 22, 2008

I, Enrique Castro, will to 
you juniors and underclass-
men of Niles North High 
School the ability to dress to 
impress. If you know how to 
dress up right and know how 
to apply yourself you will be a 
successful person. I also will 
to you the ability to have a 
Colgate smile. This will help 
you get through life because 

Enrique 
Castro

no matter what problems 
you have the smile will al-
ways tell others that you are a 
confident person, and no one 
will ever even think that you 
are struggling. Lastly, I will 
to you the ability to make it 
to the end of your senior year 
in hope that it is as fun for 
you as it was for me. 

There are the shoutouts to 
my top favorite high school 
people: God, my parents 
and little brother, my amaz-
ing aunt Patty, Mr. Norris, 
Senora Arteaga ( the one 
who inspired me to become a 
teacher), Mrs. Vanderjeudt, 
Mr. Graham, Senora Benitez, 
Mrs. Davis, Mr. Jaz, Mrs. 
Nagelvoort, Robert the se-
curity guard, all the Hispanic 
security guards, Mr. Felton, 
Mrs. Trapani, Danielle from 
the IRC and Ms. Gibson (who 
taught me never to drink 
milk ever again!)

To all my friends: Paulina 
(the best of the best), Jona-
than, Elsa, Gigi, Pablo, April, 
Samuel, Carina, Cynthia, 
Nick, JJ, Andrew, Jess (Man 
we crazy!), Brenda, Raquel, 
Rocio, Alejandra, Sheila, 
Iza, Adweena, Patrycja, The 
Gomez Twins, Yadi, Joceyln, 
the rest of Latino Club (y’all 
have been my top priority 
this year and everything I 
did or said was because I care 
for each one of you and don’t 
want you guys to fall in bad 
hands), Carolyn, Sung, the 
pretty girls in my homeroom 
(Kristen, Chanel, Erin, and 
Cheryl), Cristina, Chana-
lee, Francesca, Joey, Giselle 
and Juan, Michael, Valeria, 
Stephanie, Nat and Binh,  
Sami, Flo, Anca, Sarah, the 
cast of the Real World of 
Skokie (Kurt, Ginger, Tara, 
and Sasha love ya’ guys and 
Sasha you’re amazing!) And 
to everyone else you all made 
my high school career the 
absolute best. 

Congratulations class of 
‘09... we made it!! 

I don’t know how I can 
possibly say everything I 
want to say here and get it 
all right.  As Christopher 
Walken said, “I feel an enor-
mous amount of pressure to 
get this right. I want to win 
that car!”  Just like “Super-
jail!,” I feel like this quote is 
a big metaphor for life.  What 
it means is unimportant.  To 
know that it exists is assuring 
all by itself.

First I must wish well and 
future success to the film 
club and jazz band: two of 

my loves which suffered very 
much this past year.

Now I must go and list 
everyone I have ever met 
at this school who I have 
enjoyed the company of, as 
it is customary in this senior 
will section.

First I have to thank Joe 
and Robert for being the 
two most fantastic security 
guards.

I would like to thank some 
of the many teachers I’ve 
had, not just here, but since 
Devonshire.  There’s Ms. Du-
gan (now married and with 
another name I do not know), 
Mrs. Parrilli, Mrs. Michaels, 
Mr. Michael, Mr. Gaffney, 
Ms. Stolar (now Mrs. Kan-
efield), Mr. Augustine, Ms. 
Gross, Ms. Schuffert, Mr. 
Murphy, Ms. Goethals, Ms. 
Wright, Ms. France, Hamp-
ton, Mr. Lee, Mr. Ortmann, 
Ms. Holman, Mr. Silverberg, 
and Mr. Pratt.

I have to now give my love 
to Kevin for letting me share 
my love of Monty Python 
with someone who may pos-
sibly even love them more; 
Clark, Yiorgos, and Will “Bil-
ly Dick” Boersma for being 
the three coolest freshman; 
SAGA for putting me in the 
yearbook about eighty times; 
Robin for running in the 
woods with me; Isa because 
he’s Isa and can finish Euro 
all by himself; Perlin for hav-
ing about the same schedule 
as me and sharing the same 
feelings regarding certain 
classes; Sumo for reasons I 
can’t think of that shouldn’t 
sound creepy here but might 
because of my mysterious 
way of thanking; Annie for 
being rather a nice gal, and 
I still think I have those pic-
tures from Homecoming if 
you’d like ‘em; Becca for be-
ing so sweet, going to Prom 
with me, and for appreciat-
ing my dancing transition 
here; Kayla because you’re 
too cool and it only took us 
like a month to go see Ad-
ventureland; Leo for nam-
ing me Banjo many years 
ago; Mike for being maybe 
the most amusing person I 
know; Danny because your 
backpacks weigh more than 
you; Sophie because besides 
being awesome you have 
a cat; Steven because you 
recognize my references and 
are clearly not a sophomore; 
Kirsten because you’re so 
lovely and know too much 
about music; Clara because 
you’re so jazzy; Kelly for be-
ing so chill and being my best 
black friend; Nick because 
you’re a Viking; AJ or An-
drew because I hear you go 
by both and we were able to 
show our strange love every 
Tuesday and Thursday night; 
Sugi because it’s been estab-
lished that you’re perfect; JJ 
because you’re such a stud; 

Jon 
Goncalves

Courtney because we used 
to be best friends like seven 
years ago; Josh because 
you’re always smiling and 
Bar Mitzvah dancing; Alex 
because Shevchenko is thirty-
two and looks to be Ukraine’s 
best and only good player for 
the next twenty years; Joe 
Betz because you are future 
ruler of the world; the rest of 
the trumpet section: Jenny, 
Richard, Sarah, and Tina; 
Calvin just because; Allen for 
being my brother and know-
ing me longer than anyone 
else here; and David Kohn 
for encouraging me to write 
a senior will.

As for my will, I leave ev-
erything to Yiorgos because 
he has three years left here 
to do as he wishes.  You have 
earned it, Yiorgos.  Do well 
with the visions and dreams 
I leave you because I can’t 
think of anything physical 

 
Jerry and Newman
I leave you two Mr. Pratt – 

actually and metaphorically. 
I can’t even begin to explain 
how amazing the hilarious 
and highly inappropriate 
memories I have with you 
guys. Being friends with you 
guys has been fun as well as 
rewarding. Jerry, you are 

going to have visit us a lot 
because you will be missing 
out on four more unforget-
table years. 

David R.
I leave you our childhood 

memories. In my heart you 
will always be David R, my 
other half, and my PIC. I am 
glad that this doesn’t have 
to be emotional since we are 
going to college together. 
It would have been rough 
for you and me both. We 
didn’t stay home and watch 
the Blind Date Marathon on 
Spike TV for this?

Sammy Segal
I leave to you my love, we 

all know how much I love 
you. Every single one of your 
girlfriends knows that. When 
you are 50 years old you will 
still be Sammy Segal to my 
father and still best looking 
to me. I still can’t believe that 
you bailed on U of I but I still 
love you, actually love you, 
like legit. Hopefully I’ll see 
you at Nationals next year 
and beat you and then you 
will transfer to U of I. Double 
00 for life

Hanson
M-A to the Double T and 

the Express, I leave to you all 
the boxers that I have stolen 
from you house. I’m glad we 
became such good friends 
throughout the year but I 
just want everyone to know 
that I am better at NHL 09 
than you. 

Eddie
I leave to you my atten-

dance record in Euro. For 
every day that I came in late, 
I give you a dollar. You have 
just been awarded $180. 

Courtney
I leave for you late night 

McDonalds. Best weekend 
ever. Anytime and Anywhere, 
Day n’ Night its always UN-
reeeaaaal.

Jew Crew Girls
I love all you guys for 

everything you do and for 
being amazing friends the 
past four years

Lori
I leave you a waffle maker. 

Just so you know the waf-
fle sale was more success-
ful than Dance Marathon. 
You’re amazing and I will 
be extremely sad when you 
leave for college and I actu-
ally realize you are not going 
to U of I. 

Anum, Shush, Lori, 
Fran, Dank, Sang, Mabel, 
Alaina, Caitlin, Anna, 
Yilan, Becky, Perlin, Dh-
wani, Lori, DRubs

I leave you guys the $73, 
361.80 that we made. Don’t 
actually take it, its for char-
ity. You are all individually 
amazing – working with you 
guys has been amazing. I 
never realized how much a 
group of students could ac-
complish until I worked with 
you guys. 

David 
Kohn
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Josh 
Levy

To everyone that has made 
my high school experience 
the best that it could have 
possibly have been. We have 
seen the ups and the downs 
that could come of this tran-
sitional phase of all of our 
lives, but we have somehow 
managed to survive. To all 
of the teachers I have had 
the pleasure of meeting and 
getting to know over the past 
four years, you will never 
know how positively you 
have affectively over that 
time period. To my coaches 
who have taught me to con-
tinue to work as hard as I can 
and to “get it done” whenever 
the situation presents itself. 
I will always remember and 
cherish the time and all of 
the people here that make 
Niles North so great. To all 
of my friends, I hope that I 
will always stay in touch with 
each and every one of you. 
You are all the best! 

I leave Akshita my red 

Toni 
Porter

Dev 
Patel

-David Kohn, you get my 
favorite disc because you 
are the best frisbee coach/
captain/manager ever. (And 
because I love you)

The rest of Team ILL will 
each get one of my 15 fris-
bees. 

Anna Goeppinger. You are 
the best locker partner ever 
and I love you because you 
are such an amazing person 
and friend (only I love your 
boyfriend more). 

Nicole Valente, you can 
have anything and every-
thing that I own that is the 
color orange. Hay un bomb-
ero y tiene dos hijos....! Span-
ish (all four years of it) would 
have been unbearable with-
out you. Maybe I’ll transfer 
to NYU =)

Me: Why do we fall master 
wayne?

Jonathan Perlin: So we 
can learn to pick ourselves 
back up again (said in a cock-
ney british accent). 

- Too many memories, too 
many infintesimally small 
quotes

Brian Mortel: I love you. 
Enough said. (sorry anna) 

Lori: Shakespeare got to 
get paid son!!!!!

Props to all my other 
amazing friends! High school 
would not have been awe-
some without you guys. 

devpat1, devpat2 and dev-
pat3: you guys are all cool 
because you have the same 
name as me. 

Dev Patel from Slumdog 
Millionaire: You’re pretty 
cool too. 

Jew Crew: Ani rotse ooga 
achshav! Tenli rosche!

Mrs. Hasselbring: Sorry 
for talking to the blinds so 
much! You are the greatest 
math teacher ever! 

Mr.  Musleh aka Mr. 
Meyogi: Your class was my 
favorite class of my Niles 
North career, hands down. 
Not only are you the smartest 
teacher, you are the coolest 
as well. 

Niles North, I’m going to 
miss all you guys. Thanks for 
the past four amazing years.

hair and beard. 
To Maya, all of movie 

stubs from the films that I 
have seen the past year. 

T o  L a u r e n ,  m y 
forearms(hope that doesn’t 
sound too creepy) and 
schmoozing ability. 

To Rachel, any book that 
I can find on the culture of 
gingers. 

To Julia, an unlimited 
amount of one dollar bills to 
buy all of her candy. 

To Beth, all of the player 
athlete bio’s that I can get my 
hands on. 

To Sumo, my partner in 
crime and amazing co-editor, 
I leave the baseball that 
Brian hit through the bat-
ting cage and all of the 65’s 
that I should have done that 
you did instead. Thank you 
for everything. You have the 
best partner that I could have 
asked for this year.

To Jamie, all of the amaz-
ing Thai food that we have 
enjoyed together over the 
past two years.

To Zach, all of the memo-
ries and great times that we 
have had during high school. 
You still owe me for a few 
times, but I’m sure that we’ll 
have some more great times 
and create new stories dur-
ing college. I’ll be looking 
for a cheap plane ticket to 
So. Cal. You can come and 
crash on my couch at my 
apartment whenever you 
want to.

And to everyone else, I 
would love to mention and 
give you all something but I’ll 
leave you with this, stay posi-
tive, be great, and succeed 
with whatever endeavors 
that you encounter. You will 
all do amazing things and 
lead amazing lives. Always 
remember to strive to be the 
person that you want to be. 
Go further and higher than 
anyone expects of you. You 
can do anything if you try 
hard enough and want it bad 
enough. I will remember you 
all. Thanks for all the great 
times and memories. See you 
in college.  

 

Sumo 
Noush
LAST WILL AND TESTA-

MENT OF Sumaya Noush
I, Sumaya Noush, of Niles 

North High School being of 
sound and disposing mind, 
do hereby make, publish and 
declare the following to be 
my Last Will and Testament, 
revoking all previous will 
and codicils made by me. I 
decl are that I am affiliated 
to many students, to which 
I have refereed to herein as 

my “friends.”
Serving as executor to my 

last will is this trustworthy 
newspaper production, the 
North Star.

REMIX!! Alright here we 
go! Where to start?!?! How 
about from the dawn of my 
time… Da Crew! Das right, 
all da girlfriends dat have 
grown old wit me through 
the decade, thanks! You 
girls are my sisters; forever 
and ever wi ll you be in my 
heart. Not only because I am 
your friend, but I really think 
we are the greatest group of 
kids! We are all so unique in 
our own way, yet we be gellin’ 
like none other!

Now to the friends that I 
have made in high school: 
HOOTIE HOO! You guys 
are really amazing people, 
real sweet hearts you know? 
Doesn’t matter from where 
I picked ya’ll up, whether 
it was class, a club, a sport, 
anywhere, know that if I 
have laughed with you, I will 
remember you in some way. 
Believe me when I say this, 
if you can make me laugh, 
you’re in good! What I really 
think is so amazing about 
four years in high school 
is basically being forced to 
meet new kids. If it wasn’t for 
the small quarters and the 
annoying seating arrange-
ments, how could we all have 
met each other and actually 
gotten to know each other? 
AmAzInG!

 North Star Family! First 
of all, Mr. Pratt, the best ad-
visor any high school news-
paper staff could ever ask 
for! You have taught me so 
much over the years, not only 
about journalism and the 
power of the written word, 
but about myself. North 
Star, I have to say, we sure 
know how to run a first class 
paper! Every issue this year 
got consistently better, and if 
it wasn’t for this paper, how 
else could I get compliments 
on a regular basisJ? Oh and 
a special shout out to Mr. 
Silverberg! You’re crazy cool, 
but you really catch me off 
guard when I see you outside 
of the newspaper room.

 TRACK!!! OMG! Where 
to start with this group of 
lunatics? This season was 
straight up superb! The 
coaches, you guys are all 
committed to us and know 
our potential and we really 
worked hard this year with 
your guidance! We took thir-
teen girls down state!! What 
other program can say that? 
Going down to state will be 
amazing with you  girls (this 
is written before the trip lol). 
I’m so excited, we have street 
cred now ya’ll! Track ‘09, WE 
MIGHTY FINE! 

All in all, I’m sorry to 
make you wait to see who 
gets what of my various 

I Have so many fun mem-
ories at Niles North. I was 
involved in everything, I 
did fashion club, I’m the 
President of the Black Stu-
dent Union club, Cheerlead-
ing, Track, Vikettes, and the 
best dance team ever the 
Auroris Dance company. 
Every year was the best. 
Everyone will be missed all 
of the fun positive people 
at the school. I know all you 
senior classmates and my 
previous teachers will miss 
my funny remarkable laugh 
that everyone knew from a 
mile away and my fashion-
able looks. I had so many fun 
times at Niles North I always 
had a smile on my face and 
enjoyed each moment with 
all of my friends,classmates, 
and teachers. Mrs. Bowen 
you will be remembered 
good Job on being a terrific 
Coach for the Auroris Dance 
Company. Your very positive 
and sweet!I’m glad I had a 
coach like you. I had great 
times in broadcasting that 
was the best.I loved being 
on the morning announce-
ments. Everyone will see 
me on television soon. All 
the Diamond girls you know 
who you are!  diamonds for 
life. We have a lot of fun 
memories I’m going to miss 
you girls in college, but well 
always keep in touch. barbie 
diamond. I loved each and 
one of my high school years 
and now I’m going to start 
another fun positive chapter 
in my life at my university. 
Thanks so much to my par-
ents, my best supporters and 
loving parents that anyone 
can wish for! They raised the 
best child ever! Niles North 
you will be remembered and 
everyone that I met as well. 
like Toni Porter always says  
“Always stay Positive and 
never negative” To all of my 
haters you know who you 
are. You only make more 
stronger and happier Thank 
you. Miss Fabulous Toni 
Porter

Peter 
Rosemeyer

To all those who are fright-
ened of me walking down the 

Junior Execs
I leave for you guys, Dance 

Marathon. It’s in your hands. 
I know you guys will do 
amazing.

Jamie
Its been a wild ride but I 

loved every bit of it. Even the 
not so fun ones.

Dev
I leave my heart to you.
Josh and Zach
I leave you guys our re-

diculous memories from our 
youth. You guys will always 
be our best buds no matter 
what. 

-David and David (Rubin 
didn’t have enought room)

Lauren Teng
Your amazing, I’ll be back 

to make sure you didn’t 
screw things up

JUJU and Akshita
I leave the Northstar room 

to you guys. Take care of it. 
It will treat you well.

Elyssa
I leave for you cutouts to 

do for the rest of life. I know 
you will take care of NS next 
year. 

Mr. Pratt
I leave for you my early 

worknights. I hope the tradi-
tion continues. Its been great 
to work with you over the 
past 3 years.

Team ILL
We are the best team in 

the country - No balls, no 
babies

Seniors ‘09
We did it, its all over and 

I’m glad I did it with you.

property and estate, because 
after all I am seventeen and 
own only Frank the Camry 
and I really think he should 
stay in the family. What is 
a journey without a long 
trail? What is love without 
a little treachery? What is 
me without you? Thanks for 
all the great memories and 
influences Niles North, GO 
VIKINGS!
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Being as cliché as possible, 
I can only say that these four 
years have taught me a lot. 
I’ve learned about the type of 
person I want to be and the 
type of people I want to sur-
round myself with. You know 
who you are and honestly, 
you guys are the best things 
that could have ever hap-
pened to me. We’ve matured 
so much together and I can 
only hope our relationships 
continue to grow. Auffy, next 
year is gonna be awesome 
and everyday is just gonna be 
an insane adventure. Jenna, 
I’m gonna miss having my 
day brightened on a daily 
basis, but I guess once a week 
is okay too. Gwen, I miss you. 
Kristen, when you come visit, 
we HAVE to rollerblade and 
find somewhere we can get 
horchatas at 3am. JJ, it’s 
gonna be so weird not seeing 
you all the time but I know 
every time we do, things will 
be exactly the same (Long-
Wangs <3). Danit, I really 
want you to take Chooky 
with you to Iowa because he’s 
so annoying. Dank, I would 
write something nice to you, 
but I know I’ll regret it. I 
mean come on, it’s gonna get 
published! And to everyone 
else I didn’t mention, I just 
want you guys to know that 
you’ve made me the person 
I am. I love you all so much. 
Thank you for everything 
you’ve taught me and done 
for me. Seniors ‘09!. 

Lily 
Wang

Marisa 
Tom

My girls you have been 
there for me through thick 
and thin, I love you guys 
so much, without you guys 
I would honestly be lost. I 
can’t wait ‘till we all grow old 
together! 

Mitchum 
Smith

I want to thank all of the 
teachers who have been good 
to me over the years and to 
my friends I will never forget 
you.

Leo 
Smith
Alright guys - this is for 

you. Thanks for helping me 
grow up, keep my head on 
straight , and enjoy my years 
here. Freshman (such as 
Clark Fox + Viorgos Gia-
nettos) hang in there, and 
don’t let the water above 
your nose. Sophie, Allie, 
Joe Betz, Angelina, Ethan, 
Brett, Butch, Steven, Kris-
tina, and everyone else stay 

It sure is hard to look back 
and believe that four years 
where we spent figuring out 
who we are as individuals, 
are coming to an end. The 
time has passed but no mat-
ter how much we age, our 
golden days are these that 
we have cherished and expe-
rienced so much happiness, 
sadness, adventures, love, & 
friendships. 

To my dearest Rebecca 
Abraham: Being BFFs for 
the past 11 years has been a 
blessing to me. We’ve been 
through everything together. 
You have honestly been the 
BEST- friend, thank you for 
ALWAYS being there for me 
through thick & thin, you 
are my angel. Growing up 
wearing neon-green jackets, 
is just a milestone of our 
friendship, but just knowing 
& growing together has left 
footprints on my heart. 

To the person that knows 
me the best, Adria Moreno: 
Honestly I could sit here and 
think of something we have 
NOT been through or done 
together, and never come up 
with a thought. My partner in 
crime, you are my other half 
& four years of being BFFs to 
becoming sisters has taught 
me so much-- NEVER STOP 
BELIEVING. Thank you for 
never giving up on me & our 
friendship, you have been 
the best friend I could ever 
ask for. MK34EVER<3

To my wonderful boy-
friend, Joey Rodriguez: If 
I could teleport myself to 
exactly a year ago, I would’ve 
never imagined us like this.. 
I am so happy to be with 
such an amazing person like 
you. You make me smile 
when I frown, pick me up 
when I’m down, and you’re 
always there when I need a 
shoulder to lean on. Babe, 
you are my sweetheart & I’ll 

always keep our memories & 
a piece of you close to my <3. 
Joey, I LOVE you SO much, 
there is no one in the world 
I would rather be with than 
you, you have been an amaz-
ing boyfriend & best friend, 
I couldn’t ask for more. My 
heart belongs to you!

To these three most im-
portant people I have known 
throughout high school: No 
matter where life takes us 
and the separate roads we 
take, no matter the distance 
we are apart from each other, 
I will take a piece of each 
of you & take you with me 
everywhere I go. I will never 
forget a single moment of 
happiness I have spent with 
you guys. I want to wish 
all of you luck & prosperity 
in everything you do, I am 
proud of each and every one 
of you & love you all with my 
heart & soul.

Le’Chaim, WE DID IT-- I 
love you Class of ‘09! Con-
gratulations to each and 
everyone of you! Come visit 
me in LA at FIDM! And to 
those that have grown a part, 
I still love each of you. No 
matter our differences, I will 
never forget the memories 
throughout HS. You know 
who you are <3.

“Don’t be dismayed at 
goodbyes. A farewell is be-
fore you can meet again. And 
meeting again after a mo-
ment or a lifetime is certain 
for those who are friends.”- 
Richard Bach

Samantha 
Safir

David 
Rubin

hallway…I’m not really an-
gry.  I just look that way.

To Jon Perlin I leave a 
chest protector to protect 
your sternum.  

To  AP English – I’m 
happy as a hobo with a ham 
when I’m with you guys.

To Sam Segal I leave 
JUICE!

To Angelina I leave my 
first edition copy of Einsel 
and Gretel – the greatest 
WWII children’s story ever 
written.

To  Jenny I leave the Gold-
en Brick of Justice (USC 
sticker included), because 
you need it.  How else will 
you get to school at 8:12?  
I’ve truly enjoyed our morn-
ing car rides…except that you 
still haven’t figured out that 
one door doesn’t unlock.

To Elizabeth <3 bottom
To Mike I leave a pair of 

tickets to my first stand-up 
show, whenever and wher-
ever that is going to be.  Heil 
five!

To Jordan I leave the 
screenplay of Nightmare on 
Birch Street 2:  Return of 
Mike, future Oscar winner.

To Matt I leave two tick-
ets to the Galaxy game for 
our man date.  Isn’t that 
special?

To Kristina I leave An-
thony the Bumblebee.  Don’t 
tell him, though, he thinks 
he’s human.  Too bad Jenny 
gave it to charity…

To Nicole Walsh I leave 
more awkward hallway in-
teractions…I’ll miss those in 
California.  

To J.J. I leave croutons.  
To Leopold I leave this 

sentiment:  Yes, I really did 
enjoy The Drunkard.  It was 
very funny.  And not just for 
an ATS show.  

To Shira I leave the word 
rendezvous…and the time 
I fell down the bleachers in 
8th grade.

To Naomi I leave me 
laughing at you and your 
nostrils flaring uncontrolla-
bly.  Remember, the medium 
is the message.  I also leave a 
book about how to be a good 
wingman…because we all 
know that you fall short in 
that category.  

To Sarah Paulis…we’re 
hanging out every day.  

To Joe I leave the char-
acter of Gimble Gamble:  A 
Good Carrier of Great Tid-
ings.  

To Allie I leave my voice…
we all know that I’m a far 
better singer than you.  Fetch 
this Joseph MaaAAN.

To Mary I leave a bottle of 
lowsh mcgowsh.  

To Joshi I leave a con-
tainer of pomade.  You ap-
parently are out of it lately.    

To Ms. Ingraham I leave 
benevlonece and artisrty.  I 

D. Kohn – I leave you my 
everything, yet I still need 
some of it to move on, so 
you can only have half of my 
everything.

Newman – Oh Newman…I 
give you my love. Not all of it. 
Let’s not get greedy. I mean, I 
want to have kids and a wife 
sometime in the future and if 
I were to give all my love to 
you, and my kids asked me, 
“why don’t you love me?” can 
you just imagine the look on 
their faces when I say, “I gave 
it all to matthew newman.”

Jerbear – I admire your 
insane amount of self-confi-
dence. Like…it totally blows 
me away. So I’m just going 
to take this time and ask, 
can I borrow some? I love 
you bro.

Edward – I leave you my 
Obama chia pet. I really don’t 
want it anymore. Not to say 
I’m giving you something 
that I don’t want, it’s just, 
why the hell would I need an 
Obama chia pet?

Ramin – You’ve been ask-
ing for it all year. You got it. 
You know what it is. *INSIDE 
JOKE**INSIDE JOKE*

Sam – It’s not exactly 
comparable to yours, but 
I leave you what minimal 
amount of chest hair I have. 
I figured that if I give you 
mine, you’d look like Chew-
bacca.

Hanson – You got it all 
man. I mean it when I say 
you are ridiculously cool to 
me. You are the ideal cool 
guy. I leave you a Snuggie, 
yes, the backwards robe, or 
more widely known as the 
blanket with sleeves. I give 
it to you in hopes of making 
you a little more uncool so 
I can bring you down to my 
level. 

Courtney – I’m leaving 
you my goggles. If they look 
familiar, that should make 
sense, I stole them from you 
a couple years ago. But seri-
ously man, I love you. They 
were really great goggles.

Josh – I leave you my hair 
dye. Seriously, this has gone 

on too long. I can’t be seen in 
public hanging around with 
a ginger. It’s for the greater 
good.

This may be my final 
goodbye to all you seniors 
here at Niles North. We’re 
all going our own separate 
ways. But I love every single 
one of you. This has been 
an unforgettable four years 
of my life. I’ve got too many 
stories out of it that I know 
I’ll be reminscing about each 
and every one of you and how 
you all impacted me in your 
own unique way. I love you 
guys. CLASS OF ‘09!!!!!!

know grammar better then 
you.  

To all those who don’t 
understand these obscure 
references and inside jokes, 
I leave an apology.  

And always remember this 
advice from the esteemed 
Mr. Horyn:  “It’s better to 
be smokers than racists.”  
(Taken out of context this 
sounds really bad)

cool and enjoy your time, I 
know its hard. Mike + JJ - 
thanks for changing my life 
in your own way, life is bet-
ter because I know you guys. 
Naomi, you’re incredible. 
Well, Thants the mushiest 
you’ll ever see me so soak it 
in while you ca. Have fun this 
summer + don’t take life to 
seriously!



Where will the wild things be in the fall?

Michael Sugihara Nicole Valente

Arizona State University
Erin McTague

Benedictine University
Sonia Amjad
Alex Aubain

Boston University
Becca Shea

Bradley University
Jerry Pine

Brigham Young Univer-
sity

Jesse Taylor

Cincinnati College of 
Music

Kayla Sheffey

Columbia College (6)
Zack Hertz
Kevin Iles
Scott Mao
Adria Moreno
George Pira
Jessica Richards

Concordia University
Christina Talpos

Cornell University (3)
Erica Merritt
Sam Segal
Michael Sugihara

Dennison University
Anna Goeppinger

DePaul University (6)
Masha Cherny
Pauline Gumin
Alinawaz Ismaili
Jonathan Kadet
Huma Lodhia
Kristen Vicencio

Drake University (2)
Dipale Patel
Alok Salgia

Ellsworth Community 
College

Terry Turner

Fashion Institute of De-
sign & Merchandising (2)
     Nikki Benham
     Samantha Safir

George Washington Uni-
versity

Lori Panosyan

Grinnell College (2)
Kate Doyle
Clara Montague

Harper Community Col-
lege

Shawn Polinovski

Hartland Community Col-
lege

Josh Levy

Illinois Institute of Art in 
Chicago

Elsamery Mejia

Illinois Institute of Tech-
nology (2)

Ryan Kim
Bhavin Pardiwala

Illinois State University 
(8)

Jenna Hartnett
Deanna India
Ian Link
Kirsten Pasia
Caitlin Reichert
Gwen Robinson
Andrew Rosenblat
Samantha Skarbek

Illinois Wesleyan Univer-
sity

Sarah Takushi

Indiana University (3)
Ana Bunay
Rajiv Kamaria
Shana Silver

Ithaca College
Jordan Reiff

Loyola University (9)
Patrycja Frankiewicz
Marlin Jayasinghe
Alexis Matesi
Sumaya Noush
Jamil Olami
Betsy Rafael
Avani Shukla
Neha Singla
Rafal Zukowski

Marquette University (2)
Chris Fouche
Ron Vick
 

New York University (2)
Jeff Bubley
Mike Wesolowski

Joe Boersma

Cutest couple

Mike Wesolowski and Clara Montague

Most likely to win 
an Oscar

Most likely to win 
a Nobel Prize

Most likely to do it 
tomorrow

Northern Illinois Univer-
sity (4)

Daniel Biagini
Ninmar Malik
Mereena Thomas
Tom Voitik

Northeastern University 
(6)

Enrique Castro
Marci Killian
Anum Mustafa
Jacqui Osterman
Mitchum Smith
Marisa Tom

North Park University
Michelle Acoba

Northwestern University 
(5)

Jonathan Goncalves
Dana Grabelsky
Max Kirschenbaum
Neal Monga
Dev Patel

Oakton Community Col-
lege (28)

Adrian Abonce
Lillian Adam
Mohammed Ali
Vanessa Arceo
Undra Batkhuyag
Ginger Clotfelter
Darwin Derequito
Betsy Diaz
Jon Durr
Stephanie Fuller
Olivia Gohmann
Rafael Gomez
Maya Hoskote
Jennifer Jacob
Victoria Jason
Andrew Kim
Brittany Knierim
Connie Liang
Mariane Magbanua
Alex Pacete
Jessica Patel
Lizzie Robinson
Jackie Saliba
Stephanie Shamon
Abe Simpson
Alicia Singer
Matt Thomas
Adam Uzzell

Southern Illinois Univer-
sity (3)

Toni Moseley
Krystin Oliver
Tara Zacharia

St. John’s University
Nicole Valente

Syracuse University
Cassandra Baim

Texas Christian Univer-
sity

Jana Schneider

UAC - Mexico
Cynthia Cortez

University of Chicago
Muhammad Shareef

University of Dayton
Meghan Henry

University of Illinois at 
Chicago (16)

Rebecca Abraham
Robin Chan
Sam Cuya
Jeff deBettencourt
Chana Hocharoen
Chanel Lewis
Ilan Meerovich
Babar Mushtaq
Sarah Neuhaus
Justine Nijmeh
Nansi Odisho
Sarah Paulis
Jessica Schubert
John Shaba
Sasha Shmurak
Anam Syed

University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign (38)

Adeyemi Adesuyi
Courtney Berkowitz
Auffy Birjandi
Joseph Boersma
Cheryl Deguzman
Jojo Erdenetsogt
Alaina Fuller
Heidi Hess
Nyatt Isaias
Paul Jang
Sabrina Kanjee
Lulu Kao
Maryna Kirik
David Kohn
Ari Kravetz
Yasmine Kumar
Dennis Ly
Katie Minkus
Naomi Mark
Daniel Moon
Brian Mortell

Tali Ness-Cohn
Francesca Paras
Jonathan Perlin
Arif Rahim
Joey Rodriguez
David Rubin
Jamie Rubinstein
Natalie Saunders
Tali Segev
Maliha Siddiqui
Eddie Sikazwe
Sumair Suleman
Tino Tomy
Whitney Vuong
Lily Wang
Erica Yuen
Ramin Zacharia
Josef Zajcew

University of Iowa
Danit Aharoni

University of Memphis
Moe Ali
 

University of Michigan 
(3)

Danielle Butbul
Pooja Desai
Dhwani Joshi

University of Minnesota-
Twin Cities

Gordon Parikh

University of Southern 
California (2)

Zach Kabb
Peter Rosemeyer

University of Tampa
Allison McTague

University of Wisconsin-
Oshkosh

Matt Hanson

University of Wisconsin-
Milwaukee

Leo Smith

US Marine Corps
Mikhail Dasovich

Vandercook College of 
Music

Matt Skrzypczynski

Wabash College
Matt Kaczkowski

Xavier Univeristy
Jonathan Long
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            Iron and Wine - Around the Well

        Ziggy Marley - Family Time

             Conor Oberst - Outer South

Iron and Wine’s new album, Around the Well, will definitely provide satisfaction for the average Iron and Wine 
fan, but ultimately, it falls short of the powerhouse that the previous album, The Shepherd’s Dog, was.  Around the 
Well shows off a number of new techniques that seems to be a pattern throughout the song list. You are sure to find 
the acoustic bliss that Iron and Wine has always been able to provide in addition to some tracks adding in some 
banjo, giving this album a bluegrass feel. While “Sacred Vision” sounds dangerously close to Iron and Wine’s hit, 
“Such Great Heights,” the song, along with “Hickory,” “Belated Promise Ring,” and “The Trapeze Swinger” provides 
the sound that long-time fans will crave. While it isn’t Iron and Wine’s best album, be sure to check out Around the 
Well and be hit by another tranquil, yet strangely familiar, album from Iron and Wine. - David Rubin

Conor Oberst and The Mystic Valley Band’s newly released Outer South has mediocre vocals with lyrics that are 
somewhat incomprehensible. The style is a mix of indie rock, electro-pop, oldies, and country, which may contribute 
to the album’s sloppiness and lack of a general theme; It seems as if various tracks are combined  as if by random.  
The songs lack the simplicity of a catchy melody, let alone a captivating chorus.  Oberst sings the lead in only nine 
of the 16 tracks, and as a result, the vocals suffer.  While some may benefit from the CD’s relaxing mood, one cannot 
call the album entirely enjoyable. Also, throughout the clumsy phrasing, one may find plenty of distasteful imagery 
in the lyrics. Although none of the songs have the potential of being big hits, “Big Black Nothing” and “Bloodline” 
show more promise than the rest. Hopefully, this is enough for Oberst’s fans. - Emily Shulmanovich

Imagine yourself relaxing on the beach in the middle of the summer, sand between your toes, the sun setting in 
the distance – and a young, cheerful Jamaican singing to you while strumming on his guitar. This is exactly what 
you get in Ziggy Marley’s new album, Family Time. Uplifting songs are oriented around peace, love and tranquility; 
songs that can easily dispel a negative shroud that one might accumulate throughout the average school day (it’s 
that stressful time of year again). With instant hits like “Family Time” and “I Love You, Too” on the album, you will 
not be pressing the “next” button too often. “ABC,” an alphabetical song about peaceful subjects is memorable, and 
“Wings of an Eagle” is another great hit. What is really good about Ziggy is that he can make repetition sound beau-
tiful – it is easy to fall in love with songs like these that do not have a trace of malice in them.  - Aaron Toch

In Chicago, they say that 
there are two seasons: winter 
and construction.  And while 
that may be true, if you can 
brave the hassle of traffic to get 
downtown, you’ll realize that 
summer is finally here.

Chicago Peace Fest: June 
19-21, Lincoln Park

If you wish you’d grown up 
in the 1960s and been one of the 
tie-dye wearing, hippie extrem-
ist atendees at Woodstock, then 
the Chicago Peace Festival is 
perfect for you.  For absolutely 
no fee at all, enjoy up to three 
days in the city listening to over 
30 bands promoting peace and 
unity.  Music selections include 
everything from rock to hip-
hop, psychedelic to folk, and 
even metal to classical.  The fes-
tival also features drum circles, 
in which participation is highly 
encouraged.

Belmont Arts & Music 
Festival: June 20-21, Ros-
coe Village

For only $5, enjoy two days 
of nonstop music including 
local artists such as Michael 
McDermott and the Loveham-
mers, as well as nationally 
renowned singers such as Jon 
Mclaughlin.  Vendors lining 
the streets will be selling art, 
food, and drink to round out 
the experience.

Taste of Chicago: June 
26-July 5, Downtown

The tried and true favorite is 
back for its 29th year in June.  
With over 70 local restaurants 
selling food, there is sure to 

be something to suit even the 
pickiest palate.  Admission is 
completely free (though food 
must be purchased), and an 
array of entertainment is pro-
vided.

Chicago Outdoor Film 
Festival: July 14-August 25, 
Downtown

Enjoy the beautiful weather 
that summer brings and watch 

a movie under the stars every 
Tuesday evening in Grant Park.  
Whether with friends or a date, 
view films that include old 
favorites such as Duck Soup, 
Psycho, and Tootsie with the 
magnificent Chicago skyline as 
the backdrop.

Lollapalooza: August 
7-9, Downtown

Another favorite festival 

returns this summer, with a 
better musical lineup than ever 
before: Depeche Mode, The 
Killers, Arctic Monkeys, Kings 
of Leon, and Beastie Boys, to 
name just a few.

Evanston Ethnic Arts 
Festival: July 18-July 19; 
Dawes Park

If making the trek downtown 
seems simply too arduous for 

you, have no fear - Evanston 
offers a festival that can com-
pete with those in the city.  The 
Evanston Ethnic Arts Festival 
features booths selling an array 
of ethnic foods, crafts, and art, 
and live music permeates the 
air as you shop.

Choose live music over  tele-
vision this season, and you’ll 
have a summer to remember. 

How to spend your summer vacation, festival style
By Beth Glaser

              Verve Editor

Clockwise from top-left: Peacefest courtesy of Myspace,  Lollapalooza courtesy of Gothamist, Taste of Chicago, 
courtesy of Smug Mug, and Evanston Ethnic Arts Festival, courtesy of Evanston Escola.
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By David Rubin
              Managing Editor

By David Kohn
            Editor in Chief

Summertime Chicago is 
one of the greatest places to 
be. There is the lake, festivals, 
Cubs/Sox games, and concerts. 
With summer just around the 
corner lets take a look at some 
great concerts coming up.

Phish (June 20-21 at 
Alpine Valley Music The-
atre) 

These guys have been on hia-
tus for nearly five years but are 
reuniting for two concerts just 
north of the Illinois-Wisconsin 
border. Tickets are expensive, 
upwards of $80. Apart from 
the price, Phish is known for ex-
traordinary concerts and atmo-
sphere. If you miss this concert 

other artists. It is a traveling 
music fest that will go to 11 cit-
ies in North America this sum-
mer. This is the event to be at 
if you are a Hip-Hop music fan. 
Lawn tickets start at $50. 

Jay-Z (Tuesday, July 7 at 
Northerly Island’s Charter 
One Pavilion) 

Supposedly, Jay-Z is the 
best live performer around. He 
is touring very rarely and less 
frequently from year to year. If 
you want to see for yourself if 
he really lives up to the hype, 
then you are going to have to 
pay a hefty amount since his 
shows are known to be scalped 
for over $300.

Dave Matthews Band 
(July 18-19 at Alpine Valley 
Theatre)

they are back again on Tuesday, 
Aug. 11 at Toyota Park.

Summerfest (June 25 – 
July 5 in Milwaukee)

Summerfest is also north of 
the Wisconsin-Illinois border, 
but the trip is worth it since the 
festival hosts more than 700 
artists over 11 days. Some head-
liners are Talib Kweli, Lupe 
Fiasco, Asher Roth, Barenaked 
Ladies, Matisyahu, Guster, The 
Roots and many more. For a 
full list of all the bands visit 
summerfest.com. 

Rock the Bells (Saturday, 
June 27 at First Midwest 
Music Amphitheatre)

Rock the Bells is a Hip-Hop 
music festival featuring Nas, 
Damian Marley, Tech N9ne, 
The Roots, Common, and 26 

Chicago’s summer concerts offer big time names for everyone
Like Phish, Dave Matthews 

is know for putting on great 
shows, but they are also very 
expensive. If you are a Dave 
Matthews Band fan you have 
got to go to his show once in 
your life. Lawn seats start at 
$40, get them soon before they 
sell out. He will also be back on 
Saturday, Sept. 26.

Coldplay (Saturday, July 
25 at Alpine Valley The-
atre)

The Grammy award winners 
for Best Album in 2008 take 
the stage in Alpine for the first 
time. They usually play at the 
United Center, but an outdoor 
venue might be a better fit for 
this band. 

Jason Mraz (Thursday, 
Aug. 13 at Northerly Is-

land’s Charter One Pavil-
ion)

Great voice, great guitar, 
great lyrics. What’s not to love 
about Jason Mraz? His concert 
went on sale last week; hope-
fully if you’re planning on going 
you are planning on getting 
tickets soon. 

Lollapalooza (Aug 7-9 at 
Grant Park)

This is one of the biggest 
music festivals in the U.S. Art-
ist continue to be added to the 
already stacked lineup.  Head-
liners include Depeche Mode, 
Beastie Boys, The Killers, Jane’s 
Addiction, and Tool. 

Chicago’s summer concert 
lineup should have something 
for everyone; get your tickets 
before it’s too late.

Most likely to save 
the world

Last summer had quite a 
number of blockbuster hits, 
most notably, The Dark Knight, 
and one might wonder, is it 
even possible to follow up that 
triumph of a movie? While 
this summer’s list of upcoming 
movies probably won’t achieve 
the box office success that The 
Dark Knight 
did, its wide 
r a n g e  o f 
genres  are 
sure to please 
all kinds of 
moviegoers.

Pixar’s lat-
est film, Up, is 
hitting the big 
screen on May 29. 
While many of the se-
niors will be at prom that 
day, the underclassmen are 
sure to be awed by the greatness 
of the newest Pixar release. The 
movie tells the tale of 78-year-
old Carl Fredricksen who sets 
out (or upwards) to see South 
America by tying thousands of 
balloons to the top of his house. 
Soon after lifting off, he realizes  
that an eight-year-old wilder-
ness explorer was accidentally 
taken along with him for the 
ride. As one would assume, 
hilarity ensues.

The highly anticipated se-

quel to 2007’s Transformers 
finally arrives on June 24 with 
Transformers: Revenge of the 
Fallen. The Decepticons re-
turn to Earth in an attempt to 
capture Sam Witwicky, played 
by Shia LaBeouf. As the Trans-
formers arrive to aid Witwicky, 
you can be sure to expect some 
of the greatest robot fight se-
quences ever, and who doesn’t 
want to see enormous metal 
aliens fight?

Sacha Baron Cohen is back 
with his follow up to 2007’s 

Borat. On July 10, you 
can check out Bruno, 
which stars Cohen as 
flamboyant Austrian 
fashionista Bruno 
who comes with his 
show to America. In 
the same vein as Bo-
rat, Bruno is a moc-
kumentary where 
Cohen pranks un-
suspecting people 
who range all the 

way from ordinary everyday 
people to former Republican 
presidential hopeful Ron Paul. 
Sure to be as funny as 
Borat, everyone can 
check out Bruno on 
July 10.

Sixth in the se-
ries of eight, Har-
ry Potter and the 
Half-Blood Prince 
comes to theaters 

July 17. Delayed from its origi-
nal release of November, this 
new installment in the series 
seems like a no brainer 
for Harry Potter fa-
natics. Harry, Ron, 
and Hermione are 
back with the latest 
crazy shenanigans 
they get into as the 
war with Voldemort 
begins in the sixth 
and darkest in-
stallment so 
far.  Dumb-
ledore and 
H a r r y 
delve into 
t h e  D a r k 
Lord’s his-
tory in or-
der to discover the key to his 
destruction.

Judd Apatow has finally 
returned to the director’s chair 
with Funny People. Also writ-
ten by Apatow, Funny People 
t e l l s the story of 
c o - m e d i a n 

G e o r g e 

Simmons, played by Adam San-
dler, who is dying from a termi-
nal illness. He takes rookie co-

median Ira Wright, played 
by Seth Rogen, under his 
wing as a friend and puts 
him as his opening act. 
If you love Knocked 
Up, 40-Year-Old Vir-
gin, and Superbad, you 

will be sure to enjoy 
Funny People, when 

it hits  theaters 
on July 31.

A f t e r  a 
box office 
flop with 
G r i n d -
h o u s e , 
Q u e n t i n 
Taranti-

no is hoping  to get 
back on track with 
his World War II 
epic Inglourious 
Basterds. Tara-
natino has been 
writing the script 
since Pulp Fic-
tion  came out 
in 1994. Star-
ring Brad Pitt as 

Lieutenant 
Aldo Raine, 
Basterds is about a group of 
Jewish-American soldiers, 
known as “The Basterds” 
who are chosen to brutally 
murder Nazis in the heart 
of Germany. Other notable 

Summer flicks that want to be your pick
actors are Eli Roth, Mike Myers, 
B.J. Novak, and Diane Kruger. 
The combination of World War 
II and the one of a kind Taran-
tino style can predict a possible 
comeback for the renowned 
director. Check out Inglorious 

Basterds worldwide on 
August 21.

On June 26, the 
movie adaptation  of 

the best-selling book 
of the same name, 
My Sister’s Keeper 
will be hitting the 
big screen. Star-
ring Cameron Diaz, 
Alec Baldwin, and 
Abigail Breslin, My 
Sister’s Keeper is 

about a family with 
a leukemia-stricken 
daughter and another 
daughter that was ge-
netically altered to be the 
perfect donor match. The 
younger daughter then 
sues her family for the 
rights to decide how her 
body is used. This movie 
will appeal to all who want 
to cry their eyes out in a 
public place.

All of these movies are sure 
to promise a ton of enter-
tainment for movie buffs this 
summer as there are so many 
different genres that can appeal 
to each individual moviegoer’s 
tastes.

Most likely to be a 
Youtube star

Leopold Smith

Most likely to be a
Hollywood star

Peter Rosemeyer

Most likely to cure a 
disease

Sarah Takushi Thomas Dykes

Most likely to beat Ken 
Jennings on Jeopardy

Lori Panosyan



 Join us for Relay for Life on Friday, June 12 
through Saturday, June 13

6pm-6am at Niles West Bazrak Field. 

For more details, join us for Relay for Life Club meetings every 
other Wednesday at 7:30am in room 2065.  If you have ques-

tions, see Ms. Bowen in the Athletic Dept. or Ms. Koning in the 
Math Dept.

www.RelayForLifeSLMGN.com

How can YOU make a difference in 
the fight against cancer? 
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North Star Senior Lineup
David Rubin
Managing Editor
What he brings to 
North Star: 
Plans to turn the 
door to the dark 
room into a time 
machine
Fun Fact: 
His neighbor has 
been robbed three 
times, and David 
hasn’t slept for years, 
eagerly awaiting 
his opportunity to 
defend his humble 
abode against 
potential thieves, 
hoodlums, ruffians, 
hooligans, or even 
scallywags. 

Sumo Noush
Sports Editor
What she brings to North Star: 
Everything but the kitchen sink
Fun Fact: 
Sumo has been a dedicated Elvis fan since 
childhood. She has visited Graceland, 
owns every single Elvis film, and 
occasionally drives down Lake Shore Drive 
bumpin’ to ‘Viva Las Vegas.’ 

Jenna 
Hartnett
Photographer
Brings to North 
Star: 
If anything, 
North Star 
brought 
everything out 
of Jenna.
Fun Fact: 
When Jenna 
plays, Jenna 
plays dirty.

Rayan Elkheir
Journalist
Brings to North Star: 
Procrastination
Fun Fact: 
Rayan once tripped down 
the stairs in middle school.

David Kohn
Editor in Chief
Brings to North Star: 
Displine and ability to make children cry
Fun Fact: 
David was the one millionth person to check 
out a book at the Skokie Public Library. He 
was only eight years old.

Jonathan Perlin
Journalist
Brings to North Star: 
Height and Appetite
Fun Fact: 
John has won several North Star 
eating contests, including the 
pie eating contest, hot dog eating 
contest and of  course the all 
competitive hot wing eating contest.

Jon 
Goncalves
Journalist
Brings to North 
Star: 
Street Cred
Fun Fact: 
Jon is too 
embarrassed to 
tell his friends 
that he does not, 
in fact, own a 
Snuggie.

Josh ‘Jose’ Levy
Sports Editor
Brings to North Star: 
Latin Flavor 
Fun Fact: 
Recently, Josh was left 
behind at Glenbrook 
North by the entire Niles 
North varsity baseball 
team. 
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Boys tennis serves up competitive attitude

By Sarah Horton
Reporter

As the school year began 
to wind down, the majority of 
the student body behaved ac-
cordingly.  However, the boys’ 
tennis team was just getting 
started.  With two new cap-
tains this season, seniors Ilan 
Meerovich and Philip Bogdan, 
this season the team has pro-
gressed greatly.

 Since last year, their great-
est improvement has been 
partially due to the fact that 
the team is “having a better 
time with tennis.  They have 
more fun, so they relax, and 
play better,” according to coach 
John Amaro.  They have been 

Senior Julian  Semer (above) and the rest of the team 
met  their goal by finishing fourth in conference.

practicing diligently, perform-
ing agility drills, and refining 
strategies to stay at the top of 
their game. 

Amaro commented that this 
year’s team has the best core of 
players that he’s ever coached.  
“Not only are they talented, but 
they enthusiastically do what 
they’re told, work hard, and 
stay late at practice.”

Amaro’s goal of  finishing 
4th in conference was met on 
the weekend of May 15th.  He 
is quite confident in the team 
and believes that they are play-
ing much better than they are 
aware of. 

Another ambition of Ama-
ro’s is that the team plays better 

Senior Iron Vikings    
Student athletes who have dedicated themselves 

to a sport each season of their high school career.       

Nicole Valente
Robin Chan

Jojo Erdenetsogt
Alaina Fuller

Meghan Henry
Lauren Smyth
Alex Nagatkin
Israel Cornelio

Shushanik Ghazaryan

and harder this year.  He thinks 
their biggest challenge will 
likely be staying self-assured 
and to have confidence in their 
ability.

Tennis is an individual sport, 
and in contrast with with most 
team sports, the athletes aren’t   
playing as a group.  The way 
that the team’s members con-
tinue to develop  their solidarity 
is through practices.  Still, to 
perform well, the team must 
bond and work as one.  Often, 
people don’t consider this tech-
nique even though the mem-
bers of the team aren’t compet-
ing together, they are still only 
parts of the whole team.

Two beneficial things the 
team learns from the game 
are how to compete and to put 
others before themselves.  Hu-
mility is a big part of being on 
a team of individual athletes.  
It’s always very important that 
players see the importance of 
the entire team’s success as 
more valuable than their own.  
“If you win your match, but the 
team doesn’t win, then it’s a 
loss,” said Amaro.

Other than the captain, key 
players on the team are seniors 
Dan Kuo, Sam Fishman, Julian 
Semer, Dan Korenevsky, and 
freshman Eric Rosen.  The team 
is the winner of the Niles North 
Quad Tournament, and has 
three wins and six losses.

“It is sad to leave after so 
many good memories, but 
I know that the players I’m 
leaving behind are in the great 
hands of our phenomenal 
coaching staff.”

Photo by Jenna Hartnett

The 2009 spring season 
rings in more than just flow-
ers and beautiful weather; it 
means varsity softball is in full 
bloom. Some things the pro-
gram wants to focus on include  
team communication, coherent 
plays, and learning from past 
mistakes. “This year our big-
gest strategy is to talk to one 
another in any situation and 
just pick each other up when 
we do something wrong,” said 
captain and sophomore Brit-
tany Sanchez. 

The team’s top priority for 
the season includes building a 
sense of confidence, which will 
allow them to keep a positive 

attitude. They do not overlook 
their mistakes; instead, the 
team tries to learn from them 
and subsequently build off of 
them, towards eventual im-
provement. 

A relatively young team 
including three freshmen, Dan-
ielle Jouette, Jess Loy, and 
Shannon Rourke, means sets 
of obstacles necessary to deal 
with because of the acclimat-
ing to high school competition. 
Although some players may 
still be learning to maneuover 
around the field, young players 
have been instrumental to the 
team’s success. 

The team places top priority 
on the building process which 
they work on together. “Ac-
countable is what it says on our 

Softball deals with growing pains
By Lia Velitchkova

Reporter

patrick grant boy
Josh Levy

patrick grant girl
Mariane Magbanua

daryl conway girl
Caitlin Reichert

daryl conway boy
Mikhail Dasovich

Physical Education Awards

shirts. Not only do we have to 
be accountable to ourselves but 
we also have to be accountable 
to everyone on our team,” said 
Sanchez.  

The team started swinging 
in the off season, with vigorous 
workouts during the winter 
months leading up to the start 
of the season. Now, they keep 
in shape with daily practices, 
several workouts a week, and 
hitting and pitching training, 
in hopes to build the neces-
sary skill to lead their team to 
victory. 

“I would be happy to play 
any position, as long as I’m 
helping the team, and help-
ing them be successful,” said 
captain and sophomore Keiko 
Sugihara. 

S p o r t s  w o r t h 
1 0 0 0  w o r d s

Niles North Frisbee team wins first place at Chicago Ultimate 
Junior Championship on May 17. From top left clockwise: 
seniors Jerry Pine, Matt Hanson, Sam Segal, David Kohn
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On May 15, the Niles North 
girl’s track team participated in 
Sectionals at Loyola Academy. 
Sectionals are the culminating 
track meet that determines who 
qualifies for the state competi-
tion. 

Coach Andrew Swedberg felt 
that the team’s preparation for 
the event was 
c o m p l e t e 
and that the 
athletes were 
well prepared. 
As a team, the 
girls are stron-
gest in relays and 
Swedberg adds, 
“Specifically the 
4 x 400 meter re-
lay in which we 
broke the school 
record this track 
season.” 

At the section-
al meet, 13 girls 
qualified for the 
state competition 
including three al-
ternates. Nancy Harmon and 
Angie Wilinski, both first time 
qualifiers, go down for the dis-
cus event. 

Flo Mafany, four-time state 
qualifier, qualified for four 
events in state. She will com-
pete in the 100 m high hurdles, 
300 m low hurdles, high jump, 
and the 4 x 400 m relay.  Ma-

Gymnasts soar at state
The Niles North boys gym-

nastics team has been hitting its 
highs and lows this season. Due 
to the loss of some gymnasts to 
injuries and other circumstanc-
es since its start in February, 
the team has hit a few speed 
bumps along the road. 

“For this season, as a team 
we could use a little improve-
ment. The morale of the team 
has been going up and down,” 
said senior captain Darwin 
Derequito.

Nevertheless, the team has 
been improving, slowly, mak-
ing their way to their goals and 
improving their skills. 

The team finished 4th this 
year in conference, but that 
doesn’t mean the team will end 
up short of their goals.

“The goal is to get a couple 
of guys down state. That was 
the goal at the beginning of the 
year and we’re definitely knock-
ing on the door with that,” 
Gymnastics Coach Rick Meyer 
said before the team competed 
in Sectionals Wed. May 6 at 
Wheaton North.

At the Sectional meet, the 
team performed well and ful-
filled this goal; senior captains 
Derequito and Joe Zajcew 
qualified for the State meet at 
Lincoln-Way High School on 
Friday, May 15. Senior Andrew 
Kim and junior Tommy Rutzen 
also performed well

At State, Dereqito and Za-
jcew received high scores and 
placed 32nd out of 51 competi-
tors on the pommel horse and 
40th out of 50 on the vault 
respectively.  

The team still strives to im-
prove and grow both as a group 
and individually. 

“Our team has definitely hit 
a team high. Individually, I 
have yet to hit my high points. 
I hope keep doing better,” said 
Zajcew, who placed in the top 
ten for parallel bars, horizontal 
bar, vault, and all-around at 
Sectionals. Derequito was sixth 
in the pommel horse, and se-
nior Andrew Kim placed ninth 
on the vault.

Through hours of practice on 
the vault, pommel horse, paral-
lel bars; the team has proven to 
everyone that they can rise up 
to the occasion and overcome 
all obstacles. 

Self-improvement, group 
development, and growth are 
what help to make a better 
gymnast along with determina-
tion and perseverance. All of 
the members help each other 
out, supporting and challeng-
ing each other to reach their 
potential.

“It’s been fun watching the 
kids, watching them grow and 
mature, and become better 
gymnasts,” Meyer recalled. 
“We’ve got a lot of young talent, 
so we’re really looking forward 
for the years to come.”

By Mara Joaquin
Reporter

Track team races to success
fany is a first time qualifier in 
the high jump and relay event.

Two 4 x 400 m relay teams 
qualified for the State competi-
tion.  Team one includes Mariya 
Denisenko, Mafany,  Shanelle 
M i t c h e l l , a n d  M a r i s s a 

Weiler. Team two consists 
of Alex Christus, Robin Chan, 
Sumaya Noush, Gwen Rob-

inson, and Clara Williamson. 
Denisenko also qualified for the 
long jump.

On May 22nd, the Niles 
North boys track team will head 
out to their own sectional also 
at Loyola. While the boys are 
prepared, they are also confi-
dent. Coach Paul Swanson says, 
“Nervous is a good thing for us. 

It keeps you on edge and makes 
sure you are not overconfident 
or lazy in your performance. 
Our sectional is very tough so 
we know that we have to per-
form well.”

As a team, the boys feel they 
can qualify for state in the 4 
x 800 m relay, the 4 x 100 m 
relay, the 4 x 200 m relay, and 
the 4 x 400 m relay. They have 
already achieved State Qualify-
ing marks in these events. 

A few qualifiers include Tony 
Kennedy, Devonier Casey, Alex 
Aubain, and Alex Montero who 
have done well in the 4 x 400 
m relay. Will Kennedy, Terry 
Turner, Luis Ruis, Daron Cole-
man, and Cameron Finnegan 
have all performed exception-
ally in the 4 x 100 and 4 x 

200 m relays. Rendell 
Smith excelled at 
the long and triple 
jump while Jamar 
Francis has done 
well at high jump. 
Ron Vick and Dan 
Chalus did well at 
the pole vault and 

Alex Nagatkin and Israel Cor-
nelio excelled at the 800 and 
1600 m runs.

Senior Terry Turner says, 
“I’m very excited about it. This 
is, by far, going to be one of the 
best sectionals that Niles North 
will compete in because every-
body has stepped their game up 
and is aiming high to be a state 
qualifier.”

By Sofiya  Teplitskaya
Reporter

Sports (W-L-T)  Record as of 4/21/09

Baseball 3-12, today H vs St. Patrick  4:30 

B. Gymnastics 3-2, 4th in conference

G. Soccer 2-2-1, Sat. H vs Maine South 2:00

Softball 3-6, Sat. @ Fenton

B. Tennis 1-4, 4th in conference

B. Track/Field conference champions, @ Sectionals tonight

G. Track/Field 2nd in conference, State tonight 

B. Volleyball 1-7, Monday @ IHSA Regionals

Ultimate Frisbee 15-0, 6/14 @ Jacobs Invite

Viking Stat Box

By Mara Joaquin
Reporter

Bass fishing hooks students

In early 2008 the Illinois 
High School Association (IHSA) 
announced the addition of a 
bass fishing tournament that 
would start this spring.  Niles 
North became one of the initial 
199 schools to send a team to 
the tournament.

 The Niles North bass fishing 
team is co-coached by physical 
welfare and adventure educa-
tion teachers Carol Herlocker 
and Pat Steeno and consists of 
sophomore Jeff Wu and junior 
Paul Houmpavlis.  Social Stud-
ies Director Scott Dahlberg 
owns the boat that the team 
uses and also functions as its 
driver.

Practicing bass fishing, ac-
cording to Houmpavlis is about 
having an understanding of the 
structure of a bass and how it 
relates to where they are and 
how they ambush prey.  

“One must know,” said 
Houmpavlis, “where large-
mouth bass and smallmouth 
bass are and how those places 
change based on the seasons 
and weather.”

 As for the meets, they start 
with teams gathering at the 
chosen location.  They have a 

fixed amout of time to catch as 
many bass as possible.  Only 
bass count, and the tournament 
ends with teams weighing their 
fish.  The team whose total col-
lection of bass weighs the most 
wins.  Teams are only allowed 
to use artificial bait.

The Niles North team made 
it as far as sectionals where 
it competed at the Skokie La-
goons.

Steeno has already seen a 

significant amount of interest in 
students for joining and expects 
that the excitement will only 
continue.  “People have been 
coming up with boats and just 
coming out of the woodwork to 
join the team,” said Steeno.

Though Houmpavlis joined 
to compete against other bass 
fishermen, it doesn’t hurt that, 
according to Houmpavlis, “a 
day at the river beats a day at 
school or work.”

Coaches Wall of 
Honor Induction

Paul Swanson
Mark Pace 

Babe Baptist
Frank Houlihan

Congrats to all the coaches!

Induction dinner on June 9, 2009 
from 5:00 - 8:00

For more information on attending 
the dinner contact the Athletic 

Department

May 22, 2009



Frisbee team dominates foes near and far

Photo by David Kohn
Junior Sam Segal dives to catch the disc during an Ultimate Frisbee 
weekly practice. The team played in the championship on Sunday, May 25.  

By Josh Levy
Sports Edior

If the members of Niles 
North’s Ultimate Frisbee team 
are making a case to legitimize 
the team sport, they are doing 
a pretty good job at it. The team 
is off to an impressive 15-0 
record.

For years, the club sport has 
been on the rise, gathering a 
much greater following year 
after year. As the sport gains 
more popularity, the level of 
play increases, as evidence by 
their impressive record.

“A lot of us grew up playing 
the sport. When we came to 
North, we saw an opportunity 
to start something great,” said 
senior Jerry Pine.

The team was pre-ranked 
number one going into the 
Chicagoland championships 
(CUJO), which was in Naper-
ville on May 17. Last year, the 
team lost the championship, 
having fell in a tight game to 
Hinsdale South.

“We had really high expecta-
tions and knew losing was not 
an option,” said senior Jerry 
Pine.

The team won the tourna-

Spring cleaning is in full 
bloom as the boys basketball 
program hires a new varsity 
head coach, Glenn Olson. He 
replaces social studies teacher 
William Pistorius, who coached 
the team for six seasons. Hav-
ing coached the Maine East 
Blue Demons for two years at 
the head coach position and 
guided them towards a regional 
championship in 2008, Olson 
is well versed in this particular 
sport and anticipates leading 
the Viking program towards a 
similar future.

It is always interesting to 
realize why a certain coach gets 
the big job as the head honcho of 
the entire program. Olson lived 
in the north Illinois suburb of 
Rolling Meadows growing up 
and was a tri-athlete compet-
ing in football, basketball, and 
baseball. His senior year he was 
honored with the distinction of 

being his class’s athlete of the 
year. “What really attracted 
us to Glenn was how well he 
understands the importance of 
playing other sports. He really 
likes his athletes to compete 
because he competed all year 
around in high school and 
knows the difference between 
doing an offseason workout 
routine and the thrill of com-
peting,” said athletic director 
Karl Costello.  

Olson has been at Maine East 
since 2001 and was the head 
coach for his last two years; 
however he has coached other 
sports at other high schools. He 
coached high school level base-
ball at Prospect and football at 
Maine South respectively.

Although there is a new head 
coach, the assistant and lower 
level coaching staff remains 
the same as it was last season. 
The list includes Ron Dornsief, 
Mike Hare, Dan Casey, and 
George Fabian.

Out with the old, in with the Olson
By Sumaya Noush

Reporter

ment in a fashionable manner. 
They won 13-4 in the quarter-
finals against Naperville North, 
13-7 in the semifinals against 
Lake Forest, and 13-8 in the 
championship against Neuqua 
Valley.

Earlier in the season the 
team won the Madison Mud-
bath tournament. They went a 
flawless 6-0 in the tournament, 
which included a win against 
nationally ranked De Smet. 

“Madison Mudbath  is re-
garded as one the best tourna-
ments in the Midwest and win-
ning it put us on the national 
map,” said Pine.

A large credit to the team’s 
success must be placed behind 
their three captains, senior 
David Kohn, senior Sam Segal 
and Pine. The leadership each 
possess on and off the field has 
allowed for the program to ex-
pand to their new horizons.

“We wanted to expand the 
program as much as possible.  
We wanted to leave our mark,” 
said Segal.

Behind their experience and 
hard work, they have helped 
mold the team into top, state 
contenders. With all of the 
practicing and training, they 

hope that winning these big 
tournaments that will help 
convince administrators that 
Ultimate Frisbee is a legitimate 
sport and should be recognized 
as such.

Many of the team members 
plan to take their abilities to the 
next level  in college next year.  

Outstanding Female AthleteOutstanding Male Athlete

Already having played against 
college level players in previous 
tournaments, the players un-
derstand the competitiveness 
as well as the quality of play 
required to compete at that 
level. This experience is vital 
in moving on to greater heights 
as individual athletes as well as 

a team.
“We have guys that are re-

ally dedicated to the game and 
improving their ability.  Frisbee 
is an all-out sport and we love 
to compete,” said Pine. 

The team will continue their 
play on June 14, at the Jacobs 
High School Invitational.

Terry Turner Lauren Smyth

The National Interscholastic Athletic Administrators Association (NIAAA) 
award winners are composed of students who have a cumulative unweighted 
GPA of 3.5 or higher and have participated in a sport for at least two years.         

NIAAA Award 
Winners 2009

Courtney Berkowitz
Philip Bogdan
Cheryl DeGuzman
Pooja Desai
Michael Dotson
Jojo Erdenetsogt
Samuel Fishman
Alaina Fuller
Mary Geha
Anna Goeppinger
Meghan Henry
Sung Pil Kim
Maryna Kirik
Maxwell Kirschenbaum

Yasmine Kumar
Sang Ah Lee
Alexis Matesi
Neal Monga
Daniel Moon
Brian Mortell
Sumaya Noush
Dev Patel
Jonathan Perlin
Julian Semer
Mabel Shiu
Lauren Smyth
Michael Sugihara
Ramin Zacharia 

Congratulations to all the 
senior  athletes!
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As the captain of the Viking girls basketball team, 
Breannah Ranger can be summed up in two words: 
diligent and accomplished. During the past four 
years, Ranger has dominated the basketball court 
at Niles North. 

Specializing in the center post position for her 
entire high school career, Ranger is comfortable 
with her contributions to the scoreboard.

Her skills have garnered her two invitations as an 
All-Conference player.  Ranger attended the Niles 
North Somebody’s Hero Thanksgiving Holiday 
Tournament and the Warren Holiday Tournament, 
which allowed her to play against some of the top 
athletes in  the Chicagoland area. Her vigorous 
leadership won her the All-Conference CSL North 
player award, for which she was selected by coaches 
from throughout her basketball career. 

She will be furthering her career at the University 
of Wisconsin-Green Bay, from which she received 
an athletic scholarship. 

Ranger was selected for the U.S. Marine Corps 
Distinguished Athlete Award for her outstanding 
accomplishments during her years as a Lady Viking 
at Niles North. Her teammates wish her four more 
years of success on the court and on the campus.

Baseball MVP Josh Levy didn’t originally plan 
on only playing baseball in high school, but things 
changed when he came to Niles North. Originally a 
multi-sport athlete, Levy decided to stay with base-
ball when, as a freshman, he was offered a spot as a 
varsity catcher.                                                                

 Ever since then, he has helped his team qualify 
for sectionals and capture the IHSA Regional title 
from New Trier. Last season alone he compiled a .453 
batting average, and drove in 27 runs.

“Whether you’re talking about him as a student, 
an athlete, or a person, he’s a great kid,” says varsity 
coach Eduardo Toledo. “He’s a model athlete in our 
program.”

 Josh’s positive attitude and sportsmanship have 
had a clear effect on his teammates. Says varsity 
freshman player Clark Fox, “Josh has been a mentor 
to me this season. He’s a fantastic baseball player and 
someone I really look up to.”

Though Levy’s playing skills will not be seen on 
the fields of Niles North next year, it doesn’t mean 
his baseball career ends here. “I’m definitely going 
to play in college. I’ve gotten a great offer to play for 
Heartland,” says Levy. “It’s my next step to grow as 
a player and as a person.”

Terry Turner is known noy only for for his high 
spirits and positive attitude, but also for his out-
standing athletic accomplishments. During his high 
school years, he participated in football, basketball, 
track and field, and cheerleading.            

 No one will forget that he led a group of male 
athletes into joining the cheerleading program this 
year. It is the first time that Niles North has ever 
had a co-ed team. 

As Turner comments,“Niles North has opened a 
lot of doors for me. Being here has made me who I 
am today; it’s  like my second home and I will never 
forget it.”

He also beat many school records, and was se-
lected as Central Suburban League Offensive Player 
of the Year 2008 for football. During his varsity 
football career, he accumulated 2,448 rushed yards 
and scored 30 touchdowns.  

In track, Turner led the Vikings to the CSL North 
Championship each year since he started at NNHS. 
He contributed to the school record for the 4x100 
meter relay team, which in 2008 he ran in 42.07 
seconds.                                         

In high school Turner has made countless faces 
smile, and he will do no less while attending Ells-
worth Junior College in Iowa next year.

“Success is not passive, but active.” These are 
the motivational words that Michael Sugihara lives 
and works by.

For the past four years Sugihara has been an ac-
tive member of Niles North athletics. He has played 
basketball and volleyball for four years. He has been 
a varsity letterwinner in basketball for two years, 
and in volleyball for three.

 This year, Sugihara was named MVP of the bas-
ketball team and awarded the District 219 Board 
of Education Superstar Award. “Determination, 
resilience, diligence, and perseverance are just a 
few of the qualities that I have been able to develop 
through sports,” said Sugihara.

“He is the hardest working senior we have in this 
building and has solid family values and it’ll take 
him far in life no matter what he chooses to do, ” said 
boys varsity volleyball coach Carol Herlocker.

Sugihara plans on attending Cornell University 
in the fall where he hopes to continue participating 
in athletics. “I enjoy team sports because I must rely 
on not only my own skills and abilities but also those 
around me. It is about helping others reach their full 
potential while constantly striving to realize your 
own,” said Sugihara.  

Michael Sugihara
Terry Turner

Flo MafanyJosh Levy

Lauren Smyth

Breannah Ranger

For most students, juggling band and a myriad of AP 
classes would be difficult enough.  Then there’s Lauren 
Smyth, who succeeds at not only  that, but is also a three 
sport varsity athlete.

This past fall, Lauren was the captain of the Niles 
North girls swim/dive team. “Her leadership was 
consistently on display,” commented Athletic Director 
Carl Costello. This leadership continued into the winter 
season, in which Lauren is a two-year varsity basketball 
player. In the  spring, the all-conference athlete led the 
soccer team to their first CSL Conference Champion-
ship in  24 years. 

Yet despite such a competitive resume, Lauren in-
sists that she never  forgets the reason why she plays 
sports. “Have fun! It’s a game!” she says. “I wouldn’t 
do it if I wasn’t having fun.”  

Lauren has had just as many successes in the class-
room. With  excellent grades, she is a member of the 
National Honor Society, and she is first chair in Sym-
phonic Wind Ensemble.  “I learned to manage my time, 
especially between juggling sports, music, and family.
It gave me a lot of friends and family that I could count  
on,” notes Lauren. 

Flo Mafany wasted no time at Niles North at setting 
school records and shattering her own records time and 
time again. As  a freshman, she joined the track and field 
program and started her varsity career on the run to star-
dom. Her work ethic and exceptional talent strengthened 
through the years and she has helped the athletic program 
expand exponentially.  

By sophomore year, the Pioneer Press acknowledged 
her as the Outstanding Track and Field Athlete due to her 
prevailing aptitude on the track. Every year, Mafany puts 
in her best effort and it’s well worth it as she qualifies for 
the State competition with ease. 

Her personal efforts have also done wonders for the 
relays she competes with and the entire team. She  has  
competed exceptionally well in conference matches and 
her vivacious smile graces the All-Conference wall, one 
picture for each year she has competed.  

Mafany holds many records at North, including  the 100 
meter high hurdles with a time of 14.5 seconds, the 300 
meter low hurdles at 44.6 seconds; and she contributed 
to the new school record for the 4x400-meter relay team 
this past spring. 

As the sectional champion and captain of the team, 
Mafany is deservedly awarded with the U.S. Army Scholar-
Athlete Award.

Outstanding Senior Athletes
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