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So freshman year I was 
walking down the hall, zoned 
out, like usual and out of 
nowhere, this senior, Max 
Kendall, comes up beside 
me. He was looking down 
at me but I pretended not to 
notice and kept walking. All 
of a sudden he lifts me up 
and carries me to the end of 
the hallway and walks away. 
As he walks away he looks 
back and says, “By the way, 
you walk too slow.” 

Lots of things in Bible & 
Myth were memorable; Ja-
mie, who “asked” Linda to 
Prom and she cried, Alyssa 
yelling “I’M JEWISH” when 
she got the answer right, 
Vivek messing up every an-
swer (two wives and one  son, 
water into bread), and when 
Mr. Pratt yells at only Linda, 
Amy, and Vivek even when 
they don’t talk. All in all, 
thanks, Mr. Pratt, for such a 
memorable class. =)

Senior year has been 
amazing. I could go on and 
on with unforgettable mo-
ments. The fall sports pep 
assembly is the one that 
pops into my mind first. It 
was the exact moment that 
I knew senior year would be 
the very best. The very first 
pep assembly of the year. 
Yes, the one where 75% of 
the senior class got in trouble 
for their senior shirts. I don’t 
think any senior class could 
top our excitement that day. 
We screamed, chanted, and 
jumped up and down on 
the bleachers. My voice was 
pretty much gone the day 
after. Not only was it the first 
pep assembly, but we were 
ready to finally whoop Niles 
West that night. We stood in 
our seats during the entire 
thing because we were too 
pumped to sit down. Decked 
out in purple shirts, leis, 
sunglasses, and ribbons...
we were rowdy. After we won 
the Spirit Stick contest, we 
continued our party in the 
1400 hallway chanting “Ay 
‘08, Ay ‘08,” and banging 
the lockers. The deans and 
security guards looked on 
with disgust. We truly looked 
crazy, but we were happy. 
It was the beginning of our 
senior year. We had all come 
together as one class and got 

Rachel Coleman

It was at the Model UN 
conference at Northwest-
ern, about midnight, and we 
knew that in a couple hours 
there would be pounding on 
our doors, informing us of 
some crisis and demanding 
we get dressed and come to 
committee. We were tired 
and slaphappy, and John 
Hickey decided to try on 
Lauren’s sweater vest and 
sing “Beautiful.” In the gray 
wool button-up vest (about 
four sizes too small), skinny 
black jeans, and a grungy old 
white shirt, John slumped 
against the window frame 
with a scrunched up face. I 
feigned emotional agony, and 
crooned. He doubled over on 
the floor, hit the same high 
notes (though not the same 
ones emanating from the 
speakers), and started laugh-
ing. Kevin Strauss was right: 
who wouldn’t want to party 
down with a bunch of Model 
UN geeks?

Avi Cohen McClel-
land

Biolet Talya came into 
Freshman English. We had 
already started class and she 
was late. We needed to pick 
up a paper on the table by 
the door in the beginning of 
class. When she came in the 
room, everyone was staring 
at her. She went to pick up 
the paper and dropped it. 
She went to pick it up and 
with her freshman backpack, 

Brittany Kaplan

Jason Silverman

One night, the girls and 
I were at my house getting 
ready for the big dance. We 
were giving each other the 
spa treatment (i.e. painting 
each other’s nails, doing 
each other’s hair, and most 
importantly, FACIALS!) We 
had made the facials out of 
avocado to make our skin 
soft and dewy, and had cu-
cumbers over our eyes. Sud-
denly the doorbell rang. “I’ll 
get it!” I said, and ran to the 
door. It was our friend Ben 
Rothschild – who we all had 
a big crush on! “Oh...hi,” 
Ben said. “What’s wrong?” 
I asked. He had taken one 
look at me and blushed. “I’m 
just making sure that you’re 
coming to the party,” he said 
and turned around quickly to 
walk away. “That is so weird,” 
I said once I had come back 
to the spa room. “Ben totally 
gave me the stink eye!” My 
friends started laughing. 
“Look!” they said and held 
up a mirror. I had avocado 
mask all over my face. It was 
the most embarrassing thing 
that’s ever happened to me! 
THE END.

Jamie Ehrenpreis

Christian Rojas

My favorite moment 
during my high school ca-
reer happened in my senior 
year at a WHO Club meet-
ing where a Niles North 
alumnus came to speak 
about Partners In Health, 
the charity of this year’s 
Dance Marathon. Through 
this inspiring and informa-
tive meeting I met the love 
of my life, David Walton. I 
thought he was beautiful, 
intelligent, and a caring 
and kind person. After I 
met him, I felt like I was in 
fairy tales & that I had met 
my Prince Charming even 
though he is 13 years older 
than I. At a later meeting, 
I received a big embrace 
from David Walton which I 
hold to be the highest mo-
ment of my life. I would like 
to thank Mr. Sharma for 
bringing us together.

Linora Nissan

Liz Hartnett
On the night of the Inter-

national Club winter party, 
there was a worknight for the 
newspaper. As I was dishing 
out guacamole to bring back 

Sophomore year, the 
senior prank was appar-
ently to pull the fire alarm 
as much as possible. We 
must have gone outside five 
times in one month! On 
one of these adventures, a 
student from the cooking 
class filled his pockets with 
potatoes before exiting the 
school. Not little, fun po-
tatoes. Ginormous, painful 
ones. Anyway, as half the 
school stood freezing in the 
parking lot, this brilliant 
guy started tossing potatoes 
in the air, one by one, and 
screaming “Potato!” as they 
crashed onto confused by-
standers. I can still see the 
look of ridiculous triumph 
on the guy’s face as we went 
back into school. Strange 
what gives people a smile 
nowadays, huh?

Rachel Gliebe

wild. It was the perfect way 
to start off the year. 

to the worknight for me and 
my co-editor, Linda Song, 
some random girl came up 
to me and asked, “Don’t you 
think that’s enough guaca-
mole?” Instead of explaining 
my situation, I replied, “Oh, 
I’m eating for two.” I only 
realized what I had done af-
ter I said it and before I had 
a chance to explain myself, 
the girl just gave me a wide-
eyed look and walked away. 
I don’t think I could ever 
forget that look on her face 
if I tried.

One day, Mike Rotstein, 
Sam Hertz and I were meet-
ing the girl swimmers at 
Sweet Tomatoes. We had ex-
tra time so we decided to go 
to a nearby Target. Somehow 
we all ended up in the bath-
room together. Mike, Sam 
and I were ready to leave, 
however Mike was nowhere 
in sight. I yelled, “Mike let’s 
go!” He said “Hold on I’m 
blowing my nose.” I looked 
under the stall to see shoes 
and jeans similar to Mike’s 
so impulsively, I kicked the 
door in only to reveal a terri-
fied 10 year old boy with one 
hand behind his back giving 
me an almost fearful “deer in 
headlights” look.

Will Ikeda Dino Theodor-
opolous

The Hellenic Club was 
practicing in the Student 
Commons for the upcoming 
International Night. We we 
had just finished our first 
run-through of our part of 
the performance and had 
decided to practice our final  
dance one more time before 
a break. The music starts up 
with the old school bouzouki 
and the first dancer started 
off doing her part. She had 
finished and called my friend 
Paul to come dance his part. 
He comes up and dances his 
part, finishing by jumping off 
my knee. Just as he lands, he 
comes back to pull me up to 
dance. I get pulled into the 
air and he kneels down and 
I hear a rip. I turned around 
and fell to the floor laughing. 
He had ripped his pants from 
his knee to his crotch. 

Memories

Matt Hauman
I will never forget the night 

Niles North beat Niles West. 
Everyone went to the game 
to support the team, and for 
some reason everyone just 
knew this was going to be a 
close one. When North went 
for the two point conver-
sion, and we went to pull 
it out, the crowd erupted. 
Everyone charged the field at 
the end of the game and we 
just ran around on the field 
celebrating with the team. 
The weather was beautiful, 
the stands were packed, and 
it was just a classic football 
game. 

it pulled her down and she 
fell right on her back, got up 
and said, “I’m OK.” 

We were in the lunchroom 
and the seniors had decided 
to plot a food fight. I heard 
someone yell “food fight!” 
and only about two tables 
were involved in this “food 

fight.” Then as I saw my 
friend J.P. Mallari cautiously 
toss fruit cups into the crowd, 
a security guard grabbed his 
arm as he was throwing a 
fruit cup and pulled J.P.’s 
hands behind his back. As 
they took him away  everyone 
chanted “Free J.P.”

Seniors, thanks 
f o r  m a k i n g 
high school so 
m e m o r ab l e ! 

During my junior year, 
a group of  individuals and 
myself had the pleasure of 
having Mr. K during his thir-
teenth year of teaching and 
he was a bit superstitious. 
Well, that class had two 
classic moments of embar-
rasment on Mr. K’s part.

       1. First week of school: 
Mr. K  was explaining veloc-
ity and runs full-speed across 
the room, trips over the pro-
jector cord, and falls flat on 
his face. 

2. First week of second 
semester with the student 
teacher we had for three 
days: Mr. K goes up to pro-
vide more clarification on 
waves and slips on Carley 
Wigod’s lunch and falls on 
his face again. 
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Summer movie preview!
 
    If you’re looking for some 
great movies to check out 
during the summer, be sure 
to read our full preview on 

page 13!

Olé! Sam Segal wins trip 
to Mexico

Dan Horyn, Teacher of the Year, energetically reviews 
for the AP test with his junior English students.

Photo by Veronica Sidney

Dan Horyn awarded Teacher of the Year

North, West raise over $67,000 for PIH

Sam Segal, treasurer of 
the junior class board and 
member of the Spanish Na-
tional Honor Society, has 
won a trip to Mexico. The 
trip, sponsored by the Amer-

ican Association of Teachers 
of Spanish and Portuguese, 
was awarded to Segal and 
20 others for their extensive 
knowledge of the Spanish 
language.

Segal will leave for Mexico 
on Monday, July 21, and re-
turn on Friday, Aug. 1.

Photo by Amy Moore

By Carley Wigod 
Focus Editor

By Olga Volozhina
Photo Editor

West falls short of making AYP
By Akshita Siddula

Reporter

On Monday, May 5, Stu-
dent Association awarded 
English teacher and varsity 
boys’ cross country coach 
Dan Horyn the coveted 
Teacher of the Year award 
for the 2007-2008 school 
year.

The selection process was 
initiated by Student Associa-
tion president Rachel Glie-
be and four other involved 
members of the organization 
from each of their respective 
grade levels.

Horyn was chosen be-
cause of his outstanding at-
titude towards teaching.

“That’s what makes great 
teachers stand out to stu-
dents...such a passion is con-
tagious,” added Gliebe.

According to Gliebe, dur-
ing Horyn’s observation, his 
excitement appeared to radi-
ate across the room.

 “Our representative who 
visited him was awed by the 
respect he received from 
his students. They eagerly 
participated in discussion, 
even during eighth period,” 

said Gliebe.
Horyn felt honored that 

the award essentially came 
from his pupils.

“It is indeed an honor to 
be recognized by students I 
teach because I hold them 
in such a high regard,” said 
Horyn.  

In addition, Horyn insists 
that even his position as a 
cross country coach allows 

Maine South students (from left) Suzanne Cella, Ines Vuckovich, and Katherine 
Johnson, and former North art instructor Kathy Hoff intently work on their 
creations at the Empty Walls art auction, which raised nearly $3,000 for PIH.

him to remain a teacher on 
the field.

 Essentially, at the end of 
the day, one of the most grat-
ifying moments for Horyn is 
to see his students succeed.

“I really live for the day 
when I read an essay after a 
student has been struggling 
and they have reached their 
full potential,” remarked 
Horyn.

North student comes in 
first at WYSE

Niles North student Harry 
Hsaio came in first place in 
Engineering Graphics and 
fourth place in physics at the 
Worldwide Youth in Science 
and Engineering (WYSE) 

Saturday, May 17 marked 
the end of District 219’s 
year-long fundraising proj-
ect to support Partners 
In Health with the Empty 
Walls Art Auction. The event, 
which took place at Niles 
North, raised approximately 
$3,000, bringing the total 
raised by North and West to 
over $67,000.

In addition to the Empty 
Walls Art Auction, other 
charity events included Rock 
4 Charity, Teacher Trax, and 
the Hypnotist’s show, all of 
which donated their pro-
ceeds to Partners In Health.

Vikefest, another School 
Chest event that built upon 
the Viking Auto Show fund-
raiser from previous years, 
included a rummage sale that 
raised just under $1,000.

One goal of School Chest 
this year was to get more 

clubs, sports, and activities 
involved with fundraising. 
Student Association, which 
is in charge of School Chest 
at North, attributes the in-

state competition.
The competition was held 

at the University of Illinois 
at Champaign-Urbana on 
Thursday, April 17.

Hsaio also plans on at-
tending the University of 
Illinois engineering program 
in the fall.

Next year, as a result of 
failing to meet Illinois’ Ade-
quate Yearly Progress (AYP) 
standards, the structure of 
Niles West will significantly 
transform. Some of these 
changes may be implement-
ed at North in the future.

Under the educational 
act No Child Left Behind 
(NCLB), every public school 
must improve on the Prairie 
State Achievement Exam by a 
certain percent every year in 
order to be deemed passing.  
AYP refers to each state’s 
individual requirements for 
school improvement.

Niles West, as well as Niles 
North, at times has been un-
able to make AYP primar-
ily due to test scores from 
the Special Education and 
English Language Learning 
(ELL) departments, which 
lowers each school’s overall 
examination results. 

As a result, Niles West will 
be undergoing restructuring, 
a process in which schools 
must make significant ad-
justments to improve stu-
dent learning.

“One of the big changes is 
gender-specific homerooms. 
We hope to have discussions 
during homeroom and we 
believe students will be more 
comfortable with peers of the 
same gender,” said Dr. Roger 
Stein, a consultant to District 
219.  

West will also be requiring 
professional training of its 
teachers, with emphasis on 
reading. In addition, West  
and North will hire individual 
directors to head their English 
and Reading departments, in-
stead of sharing a director.

Last year Niles North was 
granted Safe Harbor,  though 
it did not technically make 
AYP. This stipulation allows 
schools to be labeled as pass-
ing from one year to another 
if they have greatly improved 
from the previous year–even 
if they did not meet the state 
target.

“We are barely above the 
water right now; if we con-
tinue as we are we will be 
underwater in two to three 
years. It’s just a matter of 
time before we have to change 
too,” said Principal Robert 
Freeman. 

really raised awareness of 
our cause,” said Vice Presi-
dent of Student Association 
and Dance Marathon Execu-
tive Carly Miller.

creased total in large part to 
the clubs and activities that 
fundraised this year.

“Having so many students 
involved with School Chest 

The weekend before the 
Empty Walls Art Auction, 
the approximate total was 
announced at Dance Mara-
thon, the largest charity 
event in the district. Despite 
the incredible total, the ex-
perience was the best part 
for all those involved.

“Regardless of the to-
tal, the whole process was 
priceless because the entire 
district pitched in,” said Di-
rector of Student Activities 
Kevin Monahan.

Joining the students at 
Dance Marathon was Da-
vid Walton, a Partners In 
Health doctor and former 
North student who thanked 
students for their hard work 
and dedication.

“Dr. Walton’s presence  
really kept the morale of 
the dance up,” said Dance 
Marathon Executive Linora 
Nissan. “He kept us moti-
vated.”
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Kate Boyle                        Jr.
“The art program 
provides a relaxed 
atmosphere which 
improves our skills.”

What do you like 
or dislike about 

Niles North?

Ninmar Malk                   Jr.
“I don’t like the 
stricter iPod and 
cell phone policies.”

Rebecca Schwab             So.
“The diversity is 
great because we 
get to hear new and 
different opinions.”

Mike Sladek                     Sr.
“The variety of classes 
to choose from is a 
nice aspect of North.”

Steven Yandell                Fr.
“I think that the 
Niles North theatre 
department is really 
fantastic!”

Giving back through NN

Most seniors, in which 
I am included, have bitter-
sweet feelings towards the 
end of high school. 

While there are some 
things about Niles North 
that I wish were different, 
there are also some that I and 
others will miss.

The spring break service 
trips are experiences unique 
to Niles North. This is the 
only high school that I know 
of that will not only sponser 
our trips, but also allow us 

to help out communities in the 
U.S. Because of Niles North, I 
am more aware of the numerous  

opportunities an individual like 
myself has to give back to my 
community. 

In regards to school rules, 
however, I feel that there 
are a few flaws that can be 
altered for the better.

I feel, along with many 
members of the Niles North 
student body, that there 
are certain double stan-
dards that occur between the 
teachers and the students.

For example, it is dis-
turbing to me that the ad-
ministration does not allow 
students to use their phones 
when I have seen many staff 
members using their phones 
in the middle of class.

All that being said, Niles 
North really is a great school 
with many opportunities 
available for students to get 
involved, and I will miss it 
when I am gone.

Leaving North: a new chapter in our lives

The best years of my life

Every person can make a difference
Niles North is only a school of 

2,500 students, but the impact 
each person has the ability to 

make can be enormous. 
North is the type of high 

school where you hear faculty 
members praising students 
left and right about things as 
minute as putting up a poster 
on a bulletin board. 

Speaking from experi-
ence, Niles North makes it 
so easy to get involved.  No 
other school encourages 
you to help out in any way 
you can like North does. 

Nowhere but Niles North 
can you hear an inspirational 
message every day from a 
teacher to encourage you to 
keep trying and achieving 
things you never thought 
were possible. 

Of course, every school 
has its negatives, but it’s the 
same old thing every time: 
closed halls are inconve-
nient, security guards won’t 
let the students get away  
with anything, we have no 
“freedom,” and seniors have 
to take second semester 

By Meghan Wood
Guest Reporter

By Marina Pulik
Guest Reporter

Niles North High School 
is a place that a lot of people 
don’t want to spend a major-
ity of their day. However, I 
have grown rather fond of 
my second home during the 
last four years. 

Whether I was busy with 
sports, clubs, or other ac-
tivities I’m going to miss this 
home away from home. 

School has kept me busy 
through DECA, baseball, 
football, Purple Pack, and 
Relay For Life, and it’s go-

By Daniel Hammond
Guest Reporter

ing to be hard to let all of these 
things go. 

School life just wouldn’t have 
been the same without a lot of 
the people that have kept me 
going and out of trouble dur-
ing my high school career.   

Meeting new friends and 
keeping the old ones has re-
ally made my experience at 
Niles North enjoyable. 

These are the friends that 
have kept me going through 
the fun and boring classes 
and I don’t know what I 
would have done without 
them. 

Of course all schools  have 
their negatives, but they are 
so insignificant compared 
to the big picture. Why look 
back and remember the bad 
when you can look back and 
see the good? All of these 
things made high school 
worthwhile and bearable so 
I just want to say thank you, 
Niles North, for the past four 
years.

finals. It’s the same thing in 
every school, but at North 
the difference is that the 
teachers truly care about us, 
they care about what hap-
pens in the future, not just 
about whether or not we 
make them look good after 
we’ve taken a standardized 
test and gotten that federal 
grant we need. 

Pretty much, what I’m 
trying to say is appreciate all 
the time you spend here, and 
love it. Believe me, the glass 
is half full.

I have had a great four years 
at Niles North and I’m sure a 
lot of people can say the same. 
Not only do I have a wide vari-

ety of friends, but I know a lot 
about many other cultures 
that I normally would not be 
exposed to. 

I remember when I first 
came to North. I walked into 
the building with a sense 
of confidence and nervous-
ness. Soon the days turned to 
weeks, and the weeks turned 
to months, and then I was 
studying for my first finals.

After a while  school 
was just what you did. You 
stopped paying attention to 
the periods going by and you 
started to focus on different 
things like friendships and 
extra curricular activities. 

I remember when I au-
ditioned for my first play 
sophomore year. There were 
only two male roles so I 
didn’t think I was going to 
be casted. To my surprise I 
was! From there I continued 
to audition and make pro-
ductions. I was able to find 

something that I am really 
passionate about because of 
our school’s positive learning 
environment.

I cannot believe that I’m 
done with high school, but 
I’m also happy that it’s com-
ing to an end. 

The truth is, even though 
you look around and think 
you don’t see much hap-
pening in the halls at Niles 
North, there are a million 
life stories being written each 
day and this chapter of my 
story ends here.

By Tyrone Phillips
Guest Reporter
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As many of you may have 
noticed, this year I wasn’t 
exactly a candidate for perfect 
attendance. There were tennis 

High school: ‘We’re all in this together’

In a league of its own: North experience unique

I used to think that teachers 
were created to make students’ 
lives miserable. My hypothesis 
did not seem so farfetched: 
they give out tests and quizzes, 
homework, and make us sit in 
their class for long periods of 

time teaching us about boring 
things. But after being at Niles 
North, I realize that my theory 
was completely incorrect.

I’m not stating this because 
I want to receive positive feed-
back from teachers or because 
I need extra credit (remember, 
I’m a graduating senior). I’m 
writing this because it is simply 
the truth.

My time in high school 
would not have had as much 
of an impact on me if it had 
not been for the teachers I’ve 
had. They have challenged 
my way of thinking, helped 
me learn seemingly impossible 
subjects, encouraged me in my 
endeavors, and have taught 
me about life. They have ulti-
mately helped me develop into 
the person I have become. 

An essential element of 
North is the academic support 
that is available. Whenever I’ve 

needed help in any subject, I 
knew that almost every teacher 
would be available to assist 
me. I usually would end up 
going to see my teacher with a 
specific subject in mind, but by 
the end of our tutorial session 
my teacher and I would end 
up talking about other topics. 
They could be about a televi-
sion show, college, or just life 
in general.

I am lucky to have so many 
tight knit relationships with 
my teachers. Sometimes I would 
just drop by their desk to say 
hi or talk, and for the most 
part our conversations did not 
revolve around class work. For 
instance, one day during school 
I told a teacher that I was par-
ticipating in a gift wrapping 
drive and remarked that my 
gift wrapping skills were below 
subpar. So she taught me how 
to wrap presents during one of 

her free periods. 
This is just one instance 

that exemplifies how  caring 
and friendly the North staff 
is. There are so many more 
examples that I can recall, 
but they cannot all fit in this 
article.

Most teachers at North, 
believe it or not, root for their 
students’ success inside and 
outside the classroom. They 
don’t want their students to 
fail their classes, but rather 
wish for them to excel. If you 
talk to your teachers and ask 
for help, I promise you, they 
will be willing to assist. 

Don’t just think of teach-
ers as a means of getting good 
grades, but also realize that 
teachers are just, well, people. 
They give amazing advice and 
can even be fun to be around. 
When teachers know more 
about you they don’t just see 

you as another student, but as 
an individual.  

When I go away to college, I 
will miss the friendly and close-
knit community that is very 
prominent here at North. I will 
miss the sense of camaraderie 
between teachers and students; 
the goal to work together for 
success in academics as well as in 
extracurricular activities.

Teachers have constantly in-
spired me to pursue my interests 
and push myself  further than I 
imagined possible.

I know that I will take my 
own advice in college as well. The 
first week that classes start I will 
go to my professors during their 
free hours to introduce myself, 
not to suck up (okay, maybe a 
little), but to show that I am a 
hard-working student. And this 
way, my professors will think of 
me not just as a number, but as 
a person.

meets, various extra-curricular 
competitions, and of course, 
numerous college visits. 

During all the days I wasn’t 
in school,  though, I met hun-
dreds of incredible kids, from 
all across the country. And by 
talking with them, I came to 
the conclusion that there is no 

other school out there like 
Niles North.

It’s not just our ex-
traordinarily diverse 

student body, so highly 
touted by administrators.  

Or the fact that our chess 
team recently placed third 

in the nation. Or even that  
little award we received from 
the Kennedy Center.

No, I think what makes 
Niles North great is the ideals 
inextricably linked with those 
things. Behind International 

Night and the Make a Dif-
ference Assembly, beneath 
the inception of Green Squad 
and Project Hope, lie palpable 
commonalities that my travels 
taught me I took for granted.

The first unique thing I’ve 
realized about Niles North is  
how open-minded the students, 
faculty, and staff are here. Our 
school doesn’t just welcome peo-
ple of all colors, sizes, religions, 
and sexual orientation; it also 
embraces the diverse talents 
and passions of the student 
body. It doesn’t matter whether 
you’re an artist, a musician, a 
thespian or an athlete--what-
ever your interest, it’s respected 
(and even admired) here. 

I’ve also started to appreci-
ate Niles North’s continual 
quest to improve itself. I used to 
think it was typical for a school 

to add Mandarin Chinese and 
pottery to the curriculum, 
implement video announce-
ments, and invite renowned 
guest professionals to work 
with students. Then I noticed 
the look of utter shock on other 
kids’ faces when I off-handedly 
mentioned those things in con-
versation. Slowly, it began to 
sink in that the level of motiva-
tion and initiative I’ve come to 
expect from our district rarely 
surfaces at other schools. 

But I think the thing that 
I’ve loved the most about North 
has been its emphasis on altru-
ism. It sound corny, but virtu-
ally every day I’m inspired 
by the commitment I see from 
students, faculty, and staff to 
helping others, whether they 
are tutoring at The Point,  
participating in PALS, or even 

putting up Dance Marathon 
posters. While other schools 
focus extensively on racking 
up achievements, I’m so proud 
to be a part of a community 
that makes giving back to 
others a priority, NOT an 
afterthought.  

During freshman year, the 
thing I appreciated the most 
about Niles North was the 
popularity of sweatpants. Four 
years later, I can’t imagine 
being a student anywhere else. 
Every school has its downsides, 
but I truly believe North’s com-
munity, culture, and climate 
have shaped who I am today. 

Underclassmen, take a sec-
ond to be grateful. The Niles 
North experience is one-of-a-
kind. If you take advantage of 
everything our school has to of-
fer, the horizons are limitless.
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North star staff   
2007-2008

Niles North, we have 
enjoyed writing about 

you! To the Class of 
2008, congratulations!



Senior

By Elyssa Cherny 
Reporter

Dam, Rosman selected as top boy, girl

Top news stories of the past year

Seniors Kevin Dam and 
Katie Rosman have been 
awarded the esteemed title of 
Outstanding Senior Boy and 
Senior Girl. They were select-
ed based on their outstand-
ing leadership, character, 
and academic achievement.  

Ever since he joined Niles 
North at the beginning of his 
sophomore year, Dam has 
taken an active part in the 
athletic department. He has 
been the manager for boy’s 
track and field and varsity 
football for the past three 
years. He has also been a 
member of the Sports Medi-
cine club for two years. 

“I am so honored to re-
ceive this prestigious award. 
I couldn’t have done it with-
out the help and support of 

the faculty, staff, classmates,  
friends, and my family,” said 
Dam. 

Dam cites dedication and 
passion for what he does as 
one of the main reasons that 
he has been able to juggle 
both school work and clubs 
and activities. 

“Kevin is an amazing in-
dividual. In a world full of 
problems, he doesn’t just 
find solutions, he constructs 
them and then acts on it,” 
said English instructor 
Heather Ingraham.  

Dam plans on attending 

Northwestern University 
this coming fall, although 
he is still undecided as to 
his major. 

“Kevin can do anything 
when he puts his mind to it. 
Whatever he does I hope it 
brings him a lot of happiness 
because he gives so much to 
others,” said Ingraham. 

Dam advises other un-
derclassmen to get the most 
out of their high school ex-
perience. “Don’t be afraid 
to explore and experiment, 
you should learn not just in 
class but from your peers as 
well.” 

Like Dam, Rosman  has 
been honored for her exem-
plary contribution to Niles 
North. 

Engaged in a variety of 
school activities such as CEC 
Club and RIOT club, Ros-
man’s leadership has shone 
throughout her four years at 
Niles North. Rosman also 
participates in orchestra 

Niles North shows 
MRSA no mercy

Friday, Nov. 16, 2007
 Niles North recently initiated preventative measures 

against MRSA (methicillin-resistant staphylococcus aureus), 
the “superbug” bacteria sweeping the nation. 

According to the Chicago Tribune, MRSA killed more 
Americans in 2005 than AIDS. 

A number of Chicago suburbs, including Lincolnshire, 
Joliet, Huntley, Naperville, Schiller Park, and Woodstock, 
have reported students diagnosed with MRSA infections. 

With the MRSA threat in such close proximity, the Niles 
North administration has embarked on a campaign to dis-
infect the school. 

“What we’re trying to do is be proactive, not just in terms 
of MRSA, but [during] cold and flu season in general,” said 
assistant principal Carl Hagman. “The best interests of 
Niles North families, students, and staff is always first on 
our minds.”

The district sent a letter home to all District 219  families, 
informing them of MRSA’s danger as well as additional in-
formation concerning the serious effects of MRSA. 

“The best way to prevent MRSA is by frequent handwash-
ing with soap and water for 15-20 seconds,” said school nurse 
Ellen Zagozdon. 

-Katie Rosman

where she plays the cello, 
serves as the managing edi-
tor of the North Star staff, tu-
tors at the point after school, 
and has been a varsity tennis 
captain and all-conference 
athlete for two years. 

John Amaro, a social 
studies teacher who has 
been Rosman’s coach and 
mentor, feels privileged to 
have had the opportunity 
to work with a student so 
talented. “Katie’s nurturing  
abilities to make everyone 
feel like they are apart of 
something special makes her 

truly unique.” 
Along with the time Ros-

man sets aside for her many 
extracurriculars, she is also 
a committed student who 
excels academically. At se-
nior graduation, she will be 
making a speech as valedic-
torian on behalf of the class 
of 2008. 

Although Katie was sur-
prised to receive the honor 
of being named “Outstand-
ing Senior Girl,” the award 
coincides with her belief that 
the most important part of 
life is helping others. “At the 
end of the day, I think what 
really matters is letting oth-
ers know you believe in them 
and using whatever abilities 
you have to make an impact 
on people’s lives.”

Next fall Katie plans to 
attend Stanford University 
in Palo Alto, California and 
hopes to continue to make 
a difference in the lives that 
she touches. 

Niles North Students 
qualify for DECA Nationals

Friday, April 25, 2008
On Thursday, April 24, seniors Jake Weingart, Vince 

Pine, and Daniel Hammond headed down to Atlanta, GA 
for the International DECA competition for their project, 
“Don’t TXT and Drive.” As the only North group eligible for 
internationals, the group will join approximately 12,000 
other world-wide students at the competition.

Pine, who spearheaded the project, came up with the 
idea to send a message to the public after noticing the vast 
number of drivers who were more focused on their phones 
rather than on the road. After researching the topic, the 
group realized that text messaging and driving greatly alters 
a driver’s reaction time, consequently increasing the risk for 
an accident to occur.

“We [picked this topic] because it mostly affects students, 
but also affects anyone who has ever text messaged while 
driving,” said Weingart, “Even though we had a target group 
of students, our project reached farther than that.” 

“When I first heard of their idea to stop text messaging and 
driving, I knew  they would do well at the competition. But 
more than that, I’m sure that their project will have saved a 
life somewhere, sometime and I’m very proud of that,” said  
DECA sponsor Angela Hankes.

-Carley Wigod

David Walton 
named 2008 Dis-
tinguished Alumni

Friday, April 25, 2008
Dr. David Walton, a 1994 

Niles North graduate and  a 
physician who works with 
Partners in Health, this year’s 
School Chest charity, was 
named Niles North’s 2008 
Distinguished Alumnus.

Walton, who divides his 
time between his post at a 
Boston hospital, teaching, 
and working at a clinic in 
rural Haiti, believes that 
Niles North was the catalyst 
of his career.

Walton’s belief in human 
rights motivates his life.

“I believe that healthcare 
is a fundamental right, and 
when people don’t have ac-
cess to healthcare it’s an 
egregious abuse of human 
rights,” said Walton. 

-Alyssa Goldman

Most Likely to be 
Late to Graduation

Krikor Paylan

Most Sarcastic Most likely to land 
a record deal 

Gabby Belavsky Rebecca Moody

By Akshita Siddula 
Reporter

Best Person to Take 
Home to Meet the 

Parents

Jupin Chacko

Best Person to Take 
Home to Meet the 

Parents

Jamie Sklena
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Sonia 
Aguayo
For: M.J., Coleman, Corin-
Corin, Magoogoo, Shaw-
mah, Biolet and Linora. You 
are my friends, confidants, 
shoulders, and sisters. I love 
you all in your own respect 
and each of you have a spe-
cial place in my heart that 
no one else can ever replace. 
You guys have been with 
me all through these 4 long 
years. Through all the laughs 
(there have been too many), 
all the cries, all the silly fights 
that get resolved in about 10 
minutes and all the amazing 
good times we’ve shared. I 
know that each and every 
one of you is going to go far 
in life and succeed in all that 
you try. I won’t say I’ll miss 
you because I’ll see your 
beautiful faces soon, just 
remember that I will always 
love you. Good luck!!

Nadia 
Ahmed

These 4 years of high school 
could have been super hard if 
I didn’t have my friends with 
me at all times. 
Shama- Always there to lis-
ten to me complaining and 
whining.
Huma-  Who always told 
me the benefits of my short-
ness.
Hina- Who taught me to 
not worry by always being 
worried. 
Yulia-Who cheered me up by 
“singing” and looking at me 
whenever the word “height/
growth” was mentioned.
Oriana-for always helping 
me with college decisions.
Maria and Hina with their 
jokes in Bio. 
Sobia-Who beared physics 
with me.
Anum K.-Who fed me regu-
larly in Alcush,
Alina-With whom I could 
remember the old “uniform” 
days.
Gulwash-Who always kept 
the locker sanitary.
Sairah and Maryum- who 
entertained us simply by 
talking.
Asmaa- Who made Health 
Careers hilarious. 
Huda, Anum, and Harmen-
who kept me well informed. 
And everyone else I am miss-
ing due to the lack of space-
whose sight brought a smile 
to my face. This is not the 
end, I know we all will be 
friends till the end of time. 

Anum 
Amjad

Dear Niles North,
After the four years of blood, 
sweat, and tears that went 
into finally getting out of 
here, there are a few things 
that I’d like to say:
M Y  N E W S P A P E R 
HOMIES: there is absolute-
ly no way that I would have 
survived anything without 
you guys. No matter how 
stressed out we were or how 
much we needed to vent, 
I’m happy to say that we’ve 
always been there for each 
other, and I can’t imagine 
how I would have lasted this 
long without you. I am gonna 
miss gossiping, watching 
‘90s Disney movies, fighting 
over who loves Obama more, 
writing Alyssa secret love let-
ters in the April Fools issue, 
watching new film trailers, 
eating other people’s ba-
gels and yogurts (get over it 
Gabby and Katie!), and just 
hanging out with all of you. 
There have been so many 
memorable moments, not all 
appropriate for this paper. 
JULIA, ELYSSA, AND 
especially AKSHITA- I 
love you sophomores! Look-
ing at you guys stressing 
over classes, I feel so much 
better that I’m graduating! 
LOL. You guys are awesome, 
and I’m definitely gonna visit 
when you’re running North 
Star. Akshita, you better 
keep Facebooking me in col-
lege. DAVID AND DAVID- 
you both are gonna kick butt 
next year! Thanks for adding 
the masculine bit, because a 
person can only stand Alyssa 
and Katie’s love for celebrity 
gossip so much, LOL. LIZ 
HARTNETT- OMG my 
lover! I don’t even know 
where to begin. From your 
Jesus doll, to the funky sun-
glasses, to your dominatrix 
black heeled shoes, I adore 
every bit of how awesome 
you are. You are by far the 
best Twilight/New Moon/
Eclipse/Vampire/Edward 
Cullen/Jacob Black/OMG 
Movie conversationalist I 
know. Every time I think of 
them, I think of you too! I am 
soooo uber happy that I got 
to know you and love your 
wacky one-liners! Stay clear 
of AC at Missouri next year 
and you’ll be fine.
HOMEROOM BUDDIES: 
Mary, Andre, Matt and Will- 
those ten minutes of home-
room, whether we’re talking 

about the most random top-
ics, or pulling out chairs un-
derneath one another (LOL 
Will and Mary), are the most 
amazing ten minutes anyone 
can ask for. I have loved how 
each one of us has changed, 
and how we ended up back 
in the room where it all be-
gan. I hope all of you have 
an amazing time at college, 
and I couldn’t have asked 
for better people to hang 
out with!
PERIOD 4 N* CREW: 
David, Katie, Alyssa, Sumo, 
Rebecca, Olga, and Ilana- 
you guys are the best part of 
my day. Thanks for listen-
ing to me vent about Stud 
Assoc all the time. By far 
the best moment of the year 
was when Alyssa, of course, 
starting screaming every-
one’s favorite **** word, and 
didn’t realize Mr. Pratt was 
there. Olga thanks so much 
for those constant Love’s 
Yogurt runs. David, we never 
got to turn the school topsy-
turvy, or see Obama win that 
nomination, but VIVA LA 
REVOLUTION!!! You’re the 
best Prince of Egypt I know. 
STUD ASSOC- I’m sorry 
for how crazy this year was. 
All I can say now is I’m happy 
to finally go back to having a 
life. Peace out! 
TEACHERS: Mr. Pratt- 
I’m definitely going to miss 
discussing the latest Heroes 
episodes with you. Thanks 
for making North Star and 
CPH so much fun. I hope you 
enjoyed my research paper 
on Dracula! Sharma- I have 
absolutely no idea how you 
do everything that you do. 
I’ve loved all the speakers 
you’ve brought in for WHO 
Club and think that you’re an 
amazing teacher. I only wish 
we had you in Student Assoc. 
this year. Ms. Hankes- I 
don’t know how we both sur-
vived those crazy meetings, 
but I give you major kudos 
for sticking it out. I will miss 
seeing you, walking down the 
halls, in those DECA sweat-
shirts Ms. Holman- Ev-
erything in the world will be 
wacka-wacka if Clinton wins 
the nomination. Lets keep 
our fingers crossed. I love 
that you send Bush a daily 
email asking him to resign. 
AP Euro was definitely an in-
teresting experience. Gold-
man- Although we didn’t 
get to see as many Numbers 
episodes as I would have 
liked, AP Calc was amazing. 
Mr. Freeman- Thanks 
for helping me last through 
those Monday night Board 
Meetings.
Most Memorable Ran-
dom Moments: All those 
wacka-wacka debates about 
politics in Euro, Sladik danc-
ing to Soulja Boy in French, 
watching all those numbers 

episodes in Pre-Calc junior 
year, Dajani: “Do you get 
it?” Class: “No Mrs. Da-
jani, we don’t understand 
any of it.” Dajani: “Okay! 
Quiz tomorrow!” Mr. Pratt 
always buying North Star 
food, Mr. Horyn hiding in 
the corners and jumping/
running around in GAW, 
hating the periods, spend-
ing more money at school 
than outside, Sharma’s box 
of Lucky Sharms, and by far 
the best ---> watching all the 
90s Disney movies during 
Period 4. Peace out Niles 
North! <3 REMEMBER 
THE MODS!!! 

Gabrielle
Belavsky

A lot of people have come 
and gone in the last four 
years, but certain ones stand 
out:
Marina-my twin! Boosya, 
gayway. I could write pages 
about us, but at the same 
time, I don’t need to write 
anything at all and you would 
understand. What haven’t we 
done together? What haven’t 
we gone through together? 
You know it all by let me 
remind you of a few things: 
water bottles, cars, LOVE’S, 
and everything inbetween. 
You are me, I am you. Mi 
Bliznytzi. 
Erin-my wife! We are se-
riously meant to be! My 
biggest sadness about our 
friendship is that we can’t 
get married because you 
won’t give up caroling. But 
it’s okay-every couple goes 
through a rough patch. And 
besides, we wouldn’t be able 
to get married because that 
would involve leaving the 
warmth and comfort of your 
basement and you know 
we don’t do crazy things 
like that. I love you forever-
divorce is NOT an option! 
Even when we get married 
(to guys) for real.
Lisa-my boyfriend! You are 
my confidant-the one who I 
can tell anything without fear 
of being judged (because, 
chances are, you’re doing 
or thinking the same thing). 
It’s crazy how close we’ve 
become since English class 
last year (by the way, Ms. Da-
ley’s fourth period class was 
THE BEST. Agree/Disagree 
was and always will be the 
best game ever. Back-left-
corner [Lisa, Bobby, Gabby, 
Krikor, Vivek] LOVE.) And 
now we’re park regulars, the 
only place where they met us 
together for the first time but 

don’t hate us...maybe. We’ve 
grown so much together. For 
example, we’re now smart 
enough to use the slide in-
stead of the swings, and 
even though you’re leaving 
the park for the beach soon, 
I still love you. We are never 
breaking up, never ever, and 
that’s a FACT! I am in love 
with you! 
Along with the three afore-
mentioned, there have been 
a few teachers who have in-
spired and motivated me in 
several different ways:
Amaro-besides teaching 
me that colonization leads 
to nationalism, you have 
taught me one of the most 
important lessons I’ll ever 
learn: don’t name names. I 
still carry this with me, and 
I always will. Thank you. It 
really is one of the best pieces 
of advice I’ll ever get.
Mr. Kretsos-I have never 
come across another teacher 
who loved his job more than 
you do. Sitting in your class 
watching you teach was an 
experience I’ll never forget. 
It’s amazing to me that you 
love your subject matter and 
truly want the best for your 
students. I’m sorry that I 
never understood anything 
that went on in Chemistry, 
but it was truly comforting 
knowing that you wanted me 
to understand just as much 
as I did.
Mr. Beeftink-You are one 
of the kindest, most gener-
ous teachers I’ve ever en-
countered. You want nothing 
but the best for us and it 
really means a lot to me, and 
always will, knowing that you 
love your students uncondi-
tionally. You’re the shist!
Ms. Scott- I only had you as 
a teacher for a summer, but 
I’ve had you as somebody I 
could come to for anything 
for two years now, and hope-
fully counting. You have 
made me want to achieve 
more in my life, and whether 
I become a well-known re-
porter on E! or a teacher, I 
want you to know that you 
had a part in it. I really hope 
we can transcend from a 
teacher/student friendly 
relationship to a friendship 
once I graduate. Thank you 
so much for everything.
Niles North, time couldn’t 
have passed fast enough, 
and even though I won’t miss 
much else besides those I 
wrote to, I will look back on 
the time spent here fondly, 
because whether or not I’d 
like to admit it, these four 
years will help shape the per-
son I have and will become. 
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Pasinee 
Bhavilai

Congrats you guys we are 
done! To all of my friends - 
backrow bums - and dance 
buddies - we are finally 
through. I will miss you all 
so much. I hope the best for 
everyone and in 10 years I 
hope to see you guys at the 
reunion. I know you all will 
do great things. I hope we 
say connected (through fa-
cebook =) ) no matter what. 
Much love to all my buddies 
out there!

Avi
Cohen-M
After two dozen meetings 
of Model U.N. this year, 
we (John, Tomtom, Anna 
S, Stuckistan, Ben, Moh, 
Avi, Ashley H-M, Ari, Benz, 
Lauren, Matt, Sparkles, etc) 
have come to some impor-
tant conclusions, which I will 
leave to you in my Last Will 
and Testament:
The way to stop a nation is 
Formaldehyde.  /  Totali-
tarianism is a fad that went 
out in the 1940s.  /  Zim-
babwe views Germany as 
a stupid western capitalist 
pig  /  Reagan Smash does 
NOT count as a “current 
event.”  /  It’s not a bird or a 
plane--it’s Rocket Man Kim 
Jong Il!  /  Macedonia and 
Greece are not friends.  /  
U.S. + Saudi Arabia = NOT 
BFF  /  There’s a Stucky 
Middle School in Kansas. 
They’re the Stucky Storm. 
They have not responded to 
Ms. Stucky’s T-shirt order.  
/  The “traditional American 
point of view” is “we can’t 
make money off their time 
change, so it isn’t worth our 
time.”  /  The U.S. has to 
stop judging other people 
because they aren’t really 
in the greatest place to right 
now.   /  The CIA does more 
than just torture people.  /  
Dinosaurs are probably utili-
tarian.  /  Someone incrimi-
nated themselves, said they 
knew something, neener 
neener.  /  Ashley explodes 
her time.  /  Ms. Stucky’s 
glasses are bulletproof (but 
she won’t prove it).  /  The 
United States is still a Super 
Power. True, China’s starting 
to crawl into our space, but 
we’ll smack them in the face.  
/  The reason people hate the 
U.S. is because we’re [mess-
ing up] their countries. If 
we stop messing with them, 
maybe they’ll start liking 

us again. It’s just inertia 
like that.  /  Corn subsidies 
are the root of all evil.  /  
America is like a spider, and 
the Middle East is a person-
-we all know what happens 
when you combine a spider 
and a person.  /  The coolest 
thing about the Pentagon’s 
ray guns is what they would 
do to an ice cube.  /  We 
might have to worry about 
people running around with 
mattresses to avoid the ray 
gun. But then again, you’d 
kind of give yourself away if 
you were running around in 
a mattress.  /  The best way 
to make people be quiet is 
yelling, “Zip it! Hand goes 
up, mouth goes shut! It’s 
like class!”  /  Wikipedia is 
ALWAYS true.  /  There’s no 
point in having overlords if 
they aren’t shadowy.  /  Ma-
hatma Gandhi scared a lot of 
really racist British people.  /  
Freshmen shouldn’t turn in a 
raisin with their Global Stud-
ies homework.  /  And educa-
tion costs, like, money.
We also discovered the dif-
ference between Pakistan 
and Palestine; answered 
the question, “What’s a Ku-
cinich?”; differentiated be-
tween a phlebotomist and a 
lobotomist; and determined 
that the answer to “Who 
wouldn’t want to party with 
a bunch of wacky nerds?” is, 
well, a lot of people. Sadly, 
we failed to find a way to 
make everyone bring socks 
to MUNUC.

Rachel 
Coleman
The most memorable mo-
ments of high school are with 
your friends. I don’t think I 
would’ve survived four years 
without mine. The tears, 
laughs, fights, parties, and 
drama - we’ve been through 
it all (more than once). With 
all of our crazy nights, hours 
of talking (in cals), picture 
taking, dancing, singing, 
hugging, screaming, and eat-
ing, how can I forget any of 
you. All of the football games 
and pep assemblies we’ve 
gone to. The homecomings 
we have gotten ready for 
together. Although we’ve 
had our bad moments, it’s 
the good ones that I re-
member. It’s the laughing so 
hard that my stomach hurt 
that I remember. As we all 
go our separate ways, just 
know it doesn’t change how 
I feel about you. Whether 
we talk once a week or once 
a year, I will ALWAYS have 

unconditional love for you. 
Our precious memories are 
never to be forgotten. Thank 
you for making high school 
so amazing. Where my girls 
at? Corina, Tara, Lil Nikki, 
Meghan, Sonia, Connie, So-
phia, Kelly, Lizzie, Prina, 
Molly, and Jamie. To my 
basketball team - I love you! 
My family. Daniel - my high 
school sweetheart. 03-19-06. 
Komal - you’re a Viking at 
heart! I love you babygirl.

Jamie 
Ehrenpreis

Well I guess this is less of a 
will and more or a shout out 
to everyone I love. First off, 
to my distance girls: What 
can I even say? You guys 
have seen me at my worst, 
literally peeing my pants, al-
most passing out, and barely 
recovering from asthma at-
tacks, and you’ve still stood 
by me. You guys are the 
strongest, bravest and most 
noble people I know; never 
forget that. This is nothing 
you can’t do. I hope that in 
the future you remember to 
have a little dance-off every 
once in a while! I stick by 
what I said before that, “dis-
tance makes the heart grow 
fonder”. Keep going after 
BLOOD when I’m gone.

Next, my film (girl/awe-
some) club posse. How could 
I have survived this year 
without you? You guys are so 
creative, inspiring, and fun 
(and not a normie in sight). 
You supported me during my 
meets, concerts, and crazy 
adventures. The “meetings” 
we’ve had have been utterly 
delicious. I love you all so 
much (even the hufflepuffs 
among you). You are my bes-
ties and sometimes the only 
reason I come to school.

And who could forget my 
non-normie friends? You 
guys have shown me how few 
people I actually know in the 
school. You been my sistas, 
neighbors, back-up chanters, 
food hoarders, lunch-squad-
ers, and Asian-sitters. You’ve 
played instruments with me 
and even said “hi” to me in 
the halls! You have made 
high school a more tolerable 
expanse of time. 

Finally I’d like to mention 
my favorite teachers and 
alert the younger masses 
as to who to demand in the 
coming years. Mr. Kretsos, I 
learned more in your chem-

istry class than I did all four 
years of high school. Joyce 
Oaks, flutist extraordin-aire, 
you made me a decent flute 
player in one semester. Mr. 
Beeftink, I care about the 
environment because of you. 
Thanks for always playing 
along with our tangents and 
letting me eat in class! Mr. 
Montgomery, GAW was the 
most challenging class I’ve 
ever taken and being the film 
club sponsor was an awe-
some idea! Coach Locallo, 
thanks for understanding 
me, helping me through a 
tough season, and giving 
up so much time to help 
us do well. And finally Ms. 
Stucky, US history teacher/
life-coach, thanks for push-
ing me to achieve new levels 
of success (and I for entrust-
ing me with very important 
task of grading your fresh-
men). You all have taught 
me so much.

Well Niles North, its been 
a long and strange journey. 
Thanks for the memories,
Jamie E Ehrenpreis

Yael 
Gabi

Throughout my high school 
experience there have been 
many people who made it 
challenging and who made it 
amusing and fun. Although I 
can only say there has been 
one girl in my life that has 
been there for me for 3 years 
and has change me in good 
ways she is my best friend. 
We have been there for each 
other through the bad break 
up with boys and the silly Ol-
ive Garden dinner fights. We 
do almost everything togeth-
er, that it’s hard to believe 
that we aren’t going to see 
each other at all next year. 
We are going to be in dif-
ferent state but I do believe 
that we can make through 
anything. True friends can 
make to the end and I know 
that Rachel Horvitz is my 
truest best friend n I love her 
with all my heart. I’m hop-
ing that will never change 
no matter where our futures 
takes us. Rachel don’t forget 
the laughs, the fallin, the 
car rides, Ihop, shopping, 
my brother avi, Jacuzzi, 
and so much more. I wish 
I  could take you to Israel 
with me but my chipotle hot 
chocolate is moving to South 
Carolina.

I LOVE YOU RACHI!

Yael Gabi

P.S. Don’t forget me! Pickle! 
Muffin!

In high school you get friends 
and you lose some. I have 
2 friends that we just fell 
apart even though we still 
talk sometimes and might 
hangout every couple of 
months. I still remember the 
clock games at child care, the 
parties, the fights, laughing 
at stupid things, and how 
stupid we were back then. 
Pasinee B. and Dani S. I 
will remember all the times 
since we were little. We are 
all different in many ways 
and we all went into our own 
groups but I am hoping that 
all three of us including Joey 
Maman (hand flick) will keep 
in touch.

Love you both!
Yael Gabi

We are doubles, two com-
pletely different girls but 
we have one thing that is 
the same our name. Your 
much younger even though 
you act much older than me 
sometimes. We have many 
laughs and dorky moments 
*troups please make them 
stop* *room 246* I can’t wait 
to be in a different country 
with you and remember I’ll 
be there when ever you need 
me. Also remember there 
will never be another Yael 
Squared!

Love you Yael Levy
Yael Gabi

Mary 
Gameng

 High school is something 
more indescribable than 
anything else. Memories 
can’t be clumped up into 
one pile; they make up a 
cluster of random thoughts 
in my head. I can remember 
all the friends I have made, 
the teachers that were truly 
there for me, the experiences 
that have made me who I 
am, and much, much more. 
Although we may think we 
haven’ changed a lot, we all 
have. The ending of school 
is bittersweet. I can’t wait to 
have more freedom in col-
lege, but high school is where 
I have become comfortable. 
Just when I have gotten used 
to the drama, gossip, and 
unforeseen accidents I am 
being stripped away to begin 
anew. All I can say is that I 
will never forget high school 
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and all that has to come with 
it. Thank you to all who have 
been a part of it. You will 
never be forgotten. 

Natalie 
Gavi

People say that after high 
school, everyone goes their 
separate ways and moves 
on with their lives. I was 
fortunate enough to meet 
the people that I truly plan 
on spending the rest of my 
life with. It started off with 
*USUALS* and turned into 
memories I’ll never forget 
and friendships I’ll always 
cherish.
 Danielle...mom :) You’re 
crazy, loud and obnoxious 
and I love you for it.
Diyana, what do you wanna 
do tonight :) I love our crazy 
nights out and lazy days in.
Fifi. Cuddle muffin. Snuggle 
bunny :) You’re always there 
when I need you and I can 
rely on you for anything.
Rach you freaking intellec-
tual...your random quotes 
never fail to amuse me.
Kim...dancing at your house, 
baking cakes..thank god for 
the word limit or youd be 
stuck reading this all day. 
Good thing you’ll be nearby 
at ISU :)
Megan I can’t wait to visit 
you at Colorado...I hope it’ll 
be as crazy as you are!
Andrea...Oh em geeeee ! My 
little overexaggerator I love 
you !
 Although high school has 
come to an end, it’s a time 
of my life that will never 
be forgotten. I don’t think 
I could’ve asked for better 
friends. You girls know I love 
you so much and I’m always 
going to be here for you. We 
still have the summer to-
gether and I know it’ll be our 
best one yet !! The book may 
have closed on this chapter 
but a new one is waiting to 
be written.
 I love you girls sooooooo 
much !!

 <3Nat

Rachel 
Gliebe

the pickle of a situation, 
there’s always a reason to 
smile. Don’t forget thata, 
Nles North! To my history 
buddies, it’s “Springtime for 
some wacka-wacka dicta-
tors.” To my amazing math 
corner, we’re NOT quite 
as dumb as we thought! 
Congrats on surviving calc! 
And to my bff, you are my 
sunshine. I love you all!

Alyssa 
Goldman
High school has consumed 
my life for the past four years. 
I’m going to miss everybody 
who made my high school 
experience memorable.
North Star: The thing I’m go-
ing to miss most about high 
school is North Star. I’ve 
spent the majority of my time 
in room 1015 and I wouldn’t 
have it any other way. From 
the late late work nights to 
our period 4 lunches and our 
period 8 “study halls” we fit 
the newspaper nerd stereo-
type to a tee. I love all my 
North Star babies and I loved 
being your HBIC! You have 
been an amazing staff. 
David K. and David R. - I 
know you guys are gonna do 
an amazing job next year! 
David K. I hope to always be 
your natural disaster. Love 
you lots schnooks <3 David 
R. don’t even pretend you 
don’t love me cuz I know 
you do. <3 
Katie - You have truly been 
an amazing managing editor 
and an amazing friend to me. 
I’m so glad we were reunited. 
LOL. You’re the exact same 
as you always were: sweet, 
caring, and ambitious. And 
BTW, I will forever brag that 
my friend is at Stanford. I 
love you soooooo much!
Olga- Without you Olgs, we’d 
have no ads and no money. 
LOL. And our staff would be 
a lot skinnier, but who wants 
that? Thank you for your 
daily trips to Loves and other 
restaurants in the Skompton 
area. We really should pay 
you for gas money. Psych 
<3 
Rebecca- You’re my co-ed-
itor for life. Without you 
Accent wouldn’t nearly be 
as 1....2...3...DIVALICIOUS! 
LOL. I can’t wait to visit you 
at U of I and go to all the Chi-
Town festivals with you! 
Sumo - I love you sooooooo 
much! Thanks for allow-
ing me to be inappropriate 
toward you. Stay the sweet 
girl you are ....or else. <3 
BTW, we’re hanging out this 
summer. 

Llliiiizzzzzzz- Thanks for be-
ing awesome! Without you 
there would be no one imper-
sonating my voice everyday 
for 4 periods a day. LOL. No, 
but seriously, I’m gonna miss 
you. Psych <3 
Jenna - You are so fun to be 
around and always make me 
laugh. I miss you already!
Anum- You will forever be 
Jewish by association. LOL. 
You always put a smile on 
my face with your “mean” 
comments. 
Gabby - You crack me up 
with your sarcastic com-
ments. Let’s do that thing 
we’re supposed to do ;). I 
love you girl! Let’s eat a lot 
this summer like we always 
do. 
Barbie - I can’t believe we’ve 
known each other since 
Schechter days and that 
we’re being separated. We’ve 
been through a lot together 
(a.k.a. Hebrew). Without 
you my life would be incom-
plete! 
Ilana - Well, you’re pretty 
much a North Star staff 
member #1 fan! Lan, I’ve 
know you FOREVER and let 
me just tell you it’s gonna stay 
that way. Capisce? You’re my 
go to person to gossip with, 
complain to, and stress with. 
Oh the memories History 
fair project love <3 MATH! 
(Especially last year...you 
know why). Schechter days. 
We’re gonna visit each other 
in college fo sho.
Elyssa -Remember Elyssa, 
E/Alyssas no matter how 
their name is spelled must 
stick together. A/Elyssa love. 
Psych <3 
Akshita- You crazy sopho-
more you! I can’t believe that 
I didn’t know you were a twin 
until like a couple of months 
ago. LOL. Psych <3 
JUJU- Thanks for letting me 
weird you out all the time!  
You’re awesome! 
Linda - When are we going 
to Pita Inn? 
DM EXECS- 
I’m so proud of us! We made 
mad money this year! YAY 
US!!!! 
Binora (a.k.a. Biolet and 
Linora)- I’m so glad we be-
came uber close this year. 
You guys are the cutest and 
definitely deserve the best 
buddies superlative. Thanks 
for teaching me how to pop, 
lock, and drop it and how to 
belly dance.  You will forever 
be my Assyrians (you know 
what I’m talking bout). 
Heidi- Keep eatin’ salmon 
girl, cuz it makes you CRA-
ZY!!!!  <3 
Jenny - I’m seeing you ev-
eryday this summer fo sho. 3 
times a week minimum. 
Lori - Special Events love! 
Without you nothing would 
get done. I can’t wait for our 
walks on the beach/walking 

club. Also, you’re visiting me 
at IU for practice. <3
Sang - You ARE the Asian 
version of me! Continue 
being your crazy self. I’m 
counting on you to continue 
making fun of Sharma there-
fore, I leave you my legacy. 
Steph Steph- Thanks for 
marrying me on Facebook. 
You ARE my wife and I love 
you oh so much!!!! Let’s 
make it official and go to 
Massachusetts . <3 
Lisa LP Petersen- We be-
came friends in freshman 
year gym class. How crazy 
is that? Thanks for being 
my personal trainer when I 
actually work out. And I love 
baking with you/eating the 
baked goods with you. 
Anila- History Fair <3 You 
my girl. I love talking to you 
about everything. You are 
DM’s Food Queen. 
Anum - Heeeeeyyyyy giirrrlll 
hhhheeeeyyy!!!!! We only got 
4 minutes to save the world...
you’re the cutest dancer 
ever! <3 
Dhwani -You crack me up! 
Love you girl!  
Gavi - We’ve been friends 
forever!!! Even when you’re 
half away around the world 
we’re still gonna be tight! 
Don’t stress!
Carly Miller- Don’t go to 
Israel and leave me! Who’s 
going to tackle, grab, and 
jump on me whenever they 
feel like it? I leave you a 
melon graze. 
Shush - Thanks for always 
getting frustrated with me. 
<3 I love how you walked 
with us in gym even though 
you’re the fastest runner. 
Maya- You are the most 
creative person I know. You 
crack me up with your ec-
centric ideas!
  Spring break trip to NOLA: 
This was the most unforget-
table week of my life!!!! We 
like getting dirty! HAHA
Ben -Thank you for calling 
Martha and telling her to 
make our dinner! 
Meghan - Posse out! Girl, 
you thirsty! I love being 
the opposite/same as you! 
Double date soon? 
Marina - No one in the south 
has teeth. If you see me in 
Mexico and I don’t go to high 
school then... HAHA. Love 
you Marina!  
Jamie Jargin Diamond Prin-
cess - Asian sit ...It’s ok you 
still got you’re Iron Viking! 
Can’t wait for our picnic in 
the forest at IU! 
Sonia - Girl lemme tell you...
love gossiping with you girl.
Yunmista (Anna Yun) - “I 
don’t know English.” You’re 
really good at the Asian sit 
<3 Wonder why? We’ve 
had English together for 
3 YEARS!!!! Remember 
Heintz? Did we do anything 
in that class? I LOOOOVEEE 

YOU AND WANNA GIVE 
YOU A SMOOCH! 
Elaina - Thanks for mak-
ing fun of my clam hands. 
Thanks a lot. JK. I love you 
and MIA. You made me 
obsessed! I like the way you 
look in them jeans. 
Bible/ Myth:
Thanks for reminding me I’M 
JJEEWWIIISH everyday. 
Really appreciate it guys. 
Asian corner love. BEAT 
DINO! Amy Lam, Jabbo-
wokeez <3 
Some other peeps I have 
something to say to: 
Angela- History fair <3 Can’t 
wait for the summer so we 
can party it up! I love getting 
mani/pedis with you for ev-
ery school dance. I couldn’t 
ask for a better Turnabout 
date. 
Sladek- Best, best, bestie, 
best, best. Math was HILAR-
IOUS!!!!!! Ms. Trapani heard 
the most obscene things 
come out of your mouth.  I 
love your bad/great taste in 
music. So glad we became 
besties this year!! 
Vinny- Hoosier mama, dad-
dy? Psych <3 
The faves (if you didn’t al-
ready know who you are 
here’s an official list: Lucky 
Sharms, Stuckinator, Mr. 
Pratt)- Thank you for being 
the most inspirational teach-
ers I’ve ever had. Thank you 
for always believing in me 
and supporting me! Without 
all of you I would not have 
reached my full potential. 
Thank you all for making my 
high school experience amaz-
ing! 

Jael 
Goldstein

Auroris:  Anna B’s pants 
(classic), clown makeup (I 
am One Who Bleeds From 
Cheeks), robot spazzes, 
pet the kitty, FETA!!!, eat-
ing (attacking?) the Onion 
Brick, pre-show rituals (um, 
yeah...), I AM #6 on the Food 
Chain (HA!  Push-ups at “one 
in the freaking A.M.” are not 
fair!), death dance choreog-
raphy (sorry about that... and 
the five gazillion versions 
of that one part of Boee... 
you know which one), tech 
week cookies (don’t eat too 
many at once or...), me doing 
hip-hop= spazzing chicken, 
watching Titanic/A Walk to 
Remember/Step Up at the 
sleepover and the sched-
ule that wasn’t, Edwardo’s, 
“Howld It!” photo shoots, 
lots and lots of food.  Thanks 
for four incredible years; y’all 

As the senior class optimist, 
I thought I’d leave every-
one with a joyful remind: 
“Always look on the bright 
side of life.” No matter what 
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are invited to join my dance 
company when I graduate 
college :-)  Much Love, Lil’ 
Nerd times 10 to the 2nd/Lil’ 
Nerd in Scientific Notation
Angela  (Choreography bud-
dy/partner in crime/mas-
ter procrastinator):  Power 
choreography!  High School 
Musical 2 (instead of finish-
ing Hairspray), you’ve for-
ever ruined “You Can’t Stop 
the Beat” for me, but that’s 
okay..., PAPAYA FOOT!, and 
let’s not forget whose favor-
ite US men’s singles skater 
is the current world bronze 
medalist (thank you, thank 
you), Desert Rose-- the death 
dance that even we couldn’t 
do, Charlie White! :-)  And 
let’s not forget the diagrams 
that are “diagramy”  Love ya 
lots; prepare for another es-
say in your yearbook!
Elana W-K:  One of these 
days we WILL finish “Poses” 
and perform it and it will 
be amazing.  Thanks for 
Hebrew-ness, Columbinus 
(incredible... wow), actually 
understanding some of my 
crazy Auroris choreography 
analogies, keeping me sane, 
Idan Raichel-ness and the 
Joseph audition help.
Evan: Brother dearest, en-
joy your next three years at 
Niles North.  APs= not bad 
(contrary to what I’m always 
telling you...).  And you can 
always call me/AIM me/
send me a messenger pigeon 
when I’m in NY next year if 
you ever need anything.  I as 
in Eyeball, creative bicker-
ing, MaNishtana Rap, etc.
CHUSYers at NN:  Seeing all 
of you in your regalia makes 
me happy; it’s nice to know 
I’m not alone :-)  Good luck 
with everything next year-
will you be the ones to break 
the 169 Im Tirtzu record?
AP English:  There is no 
spoon.  (Literally.  Darn.  
Our next senior class photo, I 
guess.)  And by now, we’ve all 
survived our senior research 
papers.  And finished “Ye 
Olde Tempest”.  Woohoo! 
Congrats!
Sarah W and Anna G:  Dance/
PE... wow.  The mile “run,” 
Whatever Lola Wants, Sweet 
Charity (straaaange)... how 
many crunches did you do 
today?  Can we have a relax-
ation day today?  (How about 
every day?)
Kelly L:  Thanks for taking 
Spanish this year/making 
sure I’m not the only one in 
whatever it is our Spanish 
class is called.  What is it of-
ficially called?
Everyone else:  You’re all 
lumped together because I’m 
running out of space.  Plus 
it’s 12:30 AM and I should 
probably try to get some of 
that precious wonder known 
as sleep.  But don’t worry; I’ll 
gladly write an essay/mini 

novel in your yearbook :-) 

Terrel 
Green

I just want to give a shoutout 
to Coach Swanson. Thanks 
for everything and not giv-
ing up on me. Coach Smith! 
Even though I wasn’t allowed 
to play football last year, I 
appreciate everything you’ve 
done and are doing for me. 
Now to my boys. Dino and 
Richard - we been down 
since day one and yaw’ll 
are my brothers, Bad Boys 
4 Life! Can’t forget about 
my boys in the NATION! 
Dahrell, Orville, Terry, J.R., 
Rendell...just to name a few. 
And lastly my Baby, Toni, I 
love you girl sooo much and 
wouldn’t want to be with 
anyone else, I’m going to 
miss you when I’m gone and 
I Love You!!!

Kathy
Grigoropolous
Although it’s hard to say 
goodbye after four years, we 
have to learn to cope with 
the fact that everything in 
life has a beginning and an 
end. My four years at Niles 
North have truly been quite 
an experience. I want to 
start off saying “good bye” 
to my inseparable sidekicks 
Andreana Rebelos, my future 
koubara and Faryal Hayat, 
my little zoomtiki. You guys 
have been there for me from 
day one; I will never forget 
all the crazy times we had 
together. I love you guys with 
all my heart! Our crazy jokes 
definitely made time fly and 
our random codenames got a 
little confusing, but we man-
aged....Oh! The ever so fa-
mous bookstore! You will be 
missed! All those fun memo-
ries: laughing, food, paper 
airplanes and off course 
BoBo!! Humza and Haaris 
-you guys were a blast to 
hang out with, Hasan - sorry 
for spilling fruit punch all 
over your shirt, Pinkish- I’ll 
never forget your “Mesico” 
pronunciation, Julio- I’m 
glad I could be your “Cup-
cake” therapist, we listened 
to “Can’t Take My Eyes Off 

of You” at least 10,000 times, 
Robert (Matt) - it was fun 
making paper airplanes and 
putting them around Mrs. P’s 
desk! Laura and Mrs. P, you 
are the greatest bookstore 
ladies in the world! Thank 
you for all your advice and 
having the patients to deal 
with the bookstore gang’s 
noisy commotion....As far 
as Greek Club goes, I can 
honestly say that this year 
has been the best year ever! 
I met some pretty amazing 
people! Paul Houmpavlis- 
“Ella re man!” you are the 
funniest, most interesting 
person I have ever met! In-
ternational Night was crazy 
-staying at Mykonos until 
12:15AM talking about horta, 
eating lamb and listening 
to Paul’s crazy stories!... 
Dino Theodoropoulos- AP 
Biology would not have been 
the same without you! I’m 
looking forward for Loyola 
next year! .... Being a senior 
and having to take the bus 
home everyday would not 
have been possible without 
Shalam Khan- we witnessed 
some crazy bus drama! 
Homeroom would have been 
unbearable without Evi Par-
rini- our non stop laughing 
really made those daily 10 
minutes interesting! And last 
but not least, I would like to 
thank all of my motivating 
teachers who believed in my 
accomplishments and my 
counselors Mrs. Petrakis and 
Mrs. Brownell for all their 
encouragement and guid-
ance. Congratulations Class 
of 2008! We managed to 
overcome our senioritis and 
finish high school!
And to all the Niles North 
underclassman, “Life moves 
pretty fast. If you don’t stop 
and look around once and a 
while, you could miss it.”

xoxo Kathy Grigoropoulos 
xoxo   
                  ~*2008*~

Liz 
Hartnett

As I count days down until 
graduation (like every other 
senior), I realize that there 
are a few things I’d like to say 
to people before I leave. 
 Uriel, my dear, you brighten 
my day. When I get to see 
you, it makes me so happy 
and I don’t know what I’m 
going to do next year when 
I don’t get to see you all the 
time. Laura Sturm, there are 
very few people with whom I 
can have a serious conversa-

tion at one moment, then 
be crying with laughter the 
next. You happen to be one 
of them. Have lots of fun 
next year, darling, and I will 
come and visit you whenever 
I can.  
 Laura Fiala, know this: I 
will always hold your leg, 
no matter what. Kristen, my 
beefcake, I will never forget 
meeting you for the first 
time and what I said to you. 
Have fun in Florida and don’t 
forget your sunscreen. Red 
isn’t a good color for you. 
Tiffany (I won’t embarrass 
you with one of your many 
nicknames), if you ever need 
a reminder of me, just look 
for the pointy, pointy object 
that gleams in the night shy 
or the sparkly, sparkly water. 
Sandra, remember that you 
will always be my hot Cuban 
peppa, and that I adore you 
lots. 
 To the girls’ swim team, 
keep working hard. You guys 
know what it takes to get get 
what you want and I know 
you girls can do it. Good 
luck!
 North Star, keep the dream 
alive. Have fun next year and 
treat everyday as if it was 
your last day on staff. Believe 
me, it goes by faster then you 
think.
 Mary-Kate, everytime I see 
you, I have to smile. You 
make me excited to go to 
homeroom everyday. Have 
fun your senior year and 
I will miss you mucho, mi 
amiga. 
Last, but not least, is my 
dearest Snivelllus. I seriously 
don’t know anyone who I’ve 
A. been friends with for so 
long and B. share a language 
with (because we have just 
about the oddest conversa-
tions ever). I don’t think I’m 
going to be able to handle the 
separation from my twin who 
has another twin and saying 
that I’ll miss you only covers 
the surface of how bad it will 
be. Yet, despite the sorrow, I 
have one thing to say: I AM 
SO EXCITED! (you know 
what for).
 Adios, Niles North. It was 
fun while it lasted.
 -Liz Hartnett

John 
Hickey

In the chance that something 
happens to me I would like 
my estate to go to Charlie 
Stiernberg. Goodbye my 
lover. All music equipment 
will go to Ethan Manilow. If 
you sell it, you will be cursed. 
I leave my immense T-shirt 

collection to Mickey & Uriel. 
My car, the new ghetto beast 
will go to Liz Hartnett if she 
shaves her head. Stephanie 
& Erin, I leave you my phalo-
pian tubes; play nice & share. 
Tess, I leave you my BB gun. 
Jarigon, you will receive my 
kidneys. Ben, I leave you my 
middle name, for you are The 
Chess King.

Kelly 
Jung

Every year has been better 
than the last and Senior year 
has been amazing. There 
are many memories but I’ll 
always remember my friends 
and the moments we’ve had. 
It’s weird thinking about how 
much everyone has changed 
but I don’t think I could ever 
go back to how I was fresh-
man year. I hope the un-
derclassmen enjoy the time 
here at Niles north. For the 
Graduates, it’s finally over, 
so go and have fun with life.
Mary: We’ve had our crazy 
moments and we’ve had our 
stupid moments. I’m glad 
I’ve met you and ten, twenty, 
years from now we’ll still 
have our moments...because 
that’s just how we are. 
Shannon: You’re the whit-
est thing I’ve ever met and 
I love you for it. Come back 
and visit from Wisconsin 
and don’t forget my pig. 
Don’t get lost and don’t tip a 
cow...well, you can but don’t 
tell Mary.
Harley: You infuriate me and 
cause me great anger...but I 
guess you’re okay.
Harmonic Motion: I can’t 
believe I put up with you 
guys for a whole year...You 
guys are the best. Don’t give 
Mrs. Novak a hard time. I’ll 
see you guys next year.
Covilla: You guys are really 
talented and I know you’ll do 
well. Good luck.
Tom: It has been a crazy busy 
year and I’m glad I spent it 
with you. Things might get 
stressful, but don’t worry, 
everything will be okay. Go 
through life one day at a 
time. You’ll be fine. I love 
you. P.S. Don’t do anything 
stupid.

Oriana 
Kachaochana
These past four years would 
have been extremely difficult 
if I did not have my family, 
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friends, and teachers by my 
side. Thank you to my fam-
ily, who has shown me that 
they will always be there for 
me-that their love is uncon-
ditional. Thank you to my 
friends who have given me 
the reassurance and comfort 
that I needed many times. 
Thank you to the exceptional 
teachers I have had who have 
shown me that nothing is 
beyond our reach and have 
taught me to always strive 
to try my very best. Without 
all these amazing people in 
my life, I would have never 
had the same high school 
experience. There are not 
enough words to express my 
gratitude. I will never forget 
you and what you have done 
for me. 

Maya 
Koenig

To the following people, I 
leave...
Gavi- my “Rummikube” set, 
my title as Undefeated Poker 
player, my journals from 
middle school, and my soapy 
fruits and veggies
Carly M.- all of my Peanuts 
stuff and my Israeli choco-
late
Barb- all my Harry Potter 
possessions, including the 
bed sheets
Mona Lisa- my pretzel sticks 
and new topics for deep, 
thoughtful lunch convo’s
Mario & Jake- my apples
Uriel- a copy of Atonement 
for you to watch when your 
actually awake
Katie- chai tea, my copy of 
Blood Diamond and James 
McAvoy
Alyssa- my lip-gloss and a 
cutout of my tuchis for you 
to slap whenever you find 
the need
Carley W.- a cape to go with 
the Batmobile
Sparkles- my #1 Fine Arts in 
the Nation t-shirt
and Kathy- all the odes i have 
yet to write to you.
To my dear DM Execs, I leave 
you my dose of crying that I 
didn’t do the night of DM, 
and my love.
To my Skillbillies, I leave...
Riley- my exotic jewelry and 
edible sun screen
Hilary- Fruit Roll Ups and 
detailed instructions on how 
to smell out the tastiest wa-
termelon while the cute guy 
at Jewel stares at you
Becky- a curfew, a kiss for 
Devendra Banhart to for-
ward to Natalie Portman, 
and Newton Bars
Angelica- my turkey sand-

wich
Rob- my version of his ex-
pression “DAMNNNN!”
Brian- a contract for a future 
job as a radio host
Kat- any spiders, frogs, chip-
munks, deer or fish I may 
encounter
and to Dana, Alex, Vicky & 
Chadapon- some words of 
wisdom for next year, “Ex-
cuse me... this is an AP level 
class!!!”
To Mz. ReaLL I’m giving a 
picture of an old, fat clown in 
a boat with an umbrella.
And to Mrs. Ross I’m leav-
ing the phone number to the 
acupuncturist.
To the North Star, I’d like to 
leave a “thank you” for being 
so supportive and always 
making me feel like part of 
the crew.
Love, Maya Papaya Koenig 

Jonathan 
Levin

Wow, I can’t believe my four 
years at Niles North are over! 
Though I am excited for col-
lege next year, I am going to 
miss so many people. Rachel 
G., Dani S., Erin, Sophie G, 
Stephanie C., Reba, Moody, 
Kimmy, David, & Tyrone, I 
am so grateful to have been 
able to perform with you 
guys for the last two years. 
It has been a great experi-
ence for all of us, and I can’t 
wait to perform one last time 
with all of you at graduation. 
Sarah W, Maya K, Gavi N., 
we’ve been through a decade 
of Hebrew Classes together... 
I really don’t think I could’ve 
survived it without you. Da-
vid, Ethan, & Tyrone, we 
had such a fun time singing 
“My Girl” at my house. Even 
though you raided through 
my refrigerator and insisted 
on playing in the wheelchair, 
it was all worth it to dance 
in those top hats. The cast 
of Joseph: I had been debat-
ing for 2 weeks whether I 
wanted to do theatre again, 
and I am so happy I did. I 
love the lunches at Panda 
Express, figuring out my ob-
jective for the final number 
(thanks Danny), cereal night, 
listening to “Like Minds” 
in Peter’s car, and roasts at 
cast parties, and learning 
how to coordinate the dance 
movements (thanks Jessie). 
The ensemble we had during 
the show is something I will 
never forget.  Anna, I truly 
enjoyed challenging all your 
political beliefs in the lunch-

room every morning. Kevin 
and Kate, thanks for putting 
up with me through all those 
labs, making me aware of 
what is going on in the world, 
like the war in Azkaban, and 
teaching me how to serve in 
tennis. I’ll be happy to say I 
knew both when you guys 
win the Nobel Prize. To Ms. 
Hasselbring, Mr. Pratt, Mrs. 
Naughton, & Ms. Holman, 
thank you for you support 
and patience, and teaching 
me much more than just 
calculus, English, biology, 
and history. Congratulations 
to the entire senior class of 
2008!!!

Carly 
Miller

Seniors 08, we made it af-
ter four long years! To my 
friends, I love you all so 
much and don’t know what I 
would do without you. Gavi, 
although we didn’t talk for 
the first year and a half of 
high school now we spend 
every waking moment to-
gether. For you I leave cherry 
bears, kasha varnishkas, 
awkward situations, and of 
course TMO. Little Carley, 
same name but the e makes 
you extra weird. I leave talks 
in the back of Ms. Guercio’s 
room and the official title of 
Big Carley. To Maya Papaya 
my turtle with no legs I leave 
Israeli chocolate and that 
post-it note from freshman 
year in Ms. Bohigian’s class. 
Oy Vey, to Alyssa Shmelky 
I leave a melon graze and 
some lactate pill for when 
you forget yours. Lisa, 16 
years, 16 grades. Enough 
said. To Katie I leave a batch 
of really bad cookies, silver-
ware, and a seat next to me. 
To Rebecca I leave the vase 
from the sketchy mafia house 
and my junior high Spanish 
notes. Angela, I leave you 
our freshman lunch table. 
To Shana, oh my, my favorite 
junior, I leave the strength to 
make it through another year 
of Hebrew. To Ashley, my fa-
vorite sophomore, I leave lots 
of love. DM execs 08, all of 
our Wednesdays have finally 
paid off. I had so much fun 
with all of you. DM 09, you 
guys are going to be amazing. 
To “the sophomores”, I can-
not believe we are the seniors 
now. Student Association 
you have all been great this 
year. Thank you for help-
ing me make School Chest 
a success. Thank you to all 
my teachers for helping me 
along the way. Mr. Sharma 

thanks for four great years 
but I am still wondering what 
I am going to do with all the 
free time I am going to have. 
I will miss giving my opinion, 
making copies, using the pa-
per cutter, running errands, 
and ESPECIALLY hanging 
posters. Room 2100, I will 
miss spending more time 
in you than in my house. To 
Niles North I leave a thought 
“Think left and think right 
and think low and think 
high. Oh, the thinks you can 
think up if only you try!”- Dr. 
Seuss. 

Farnaz 
Mohammad-

Ali
Usuals - I couldn’t have 
asked for eight better friends 
throughout highschool. All 
my highschool memories 
have to do with you guys. The 
parties, sleepovers, dinners, 
Thursday nights at BWW, 
movies at Crown, Danielle’s 
parties, hotels, Daniel’s, the 
birthdays, summers at the 
beach/lifetime/Megan’s 
backyard/my trampoline/
theboat/Brandon’s/Chest-
nut & Gilson & of course our 
favorite memory - Spring 
Break ‘08 Puerto Vallarta, 
Mexico! Over the past 4 years 
we went from friends to fam-
ily. I couldn’t imagine talk-
ing to or spending as much 
time with any other group 
of friends. Though we’ll all 
be going our own ways in 
3 months I know that our 
friendship will never change. 
Each of you guys have the 
most unique traits that I’ll 
never forget. Danielle -I’ll al-
ways remember you scream-
ing & yelling through the 
halls. You were the first one 
to stick up for your friends & 
we loved you for it. Natalie - 
You’re the happiest person 
I’ve ever met. You always 
had a smile on your face & 
the most positive attitude. 
I’ll never forget the times 
you’d stand on our toes, raise 
your hand & go “Guys, can I 
say something?” Diyana - I 
know I’ll still be listening 
to your endless stories even 
when we’re off at school & 
you’ll always be our cosmo 
princess. Rachil - you always 
cracked us up with your crazy 
theories on life, you better re-
ally become Dr. Rachil. Kim 
-who would have thought 
in 88th grade when we met 
at the Webber Ice Rink that 
we’d be living together next 
year at ISU? Megan - Hope-
fully you won’t be leaving 
us & going to Colorado be-

cause it wouldn’t be the same 
without hearing you always 
scream “YEAH BOYS!” An-
drea - We’ll definitely miss 
your overexaggeration & 
craziness, but we’ll miss 
Princess, Chamma, & Papa 
even more. A lot of things 
are about to change for us 
but I know our friendship 
will remain the same. I love 
you girls with all my heart. 
Best Friends Forever & Ever! 
Love, Farnaz M. Ali

Gavi 
Nitzarim

After four years of tremen-
dous excitement, I have 
many memories and items to 
leave with my friends. To my 
Maya, I will leave unsoaped 
apples, carrots and peapods. 
Carly, I will leave behind a 
fresh bag of delicious cherry 
bears. To Carley, I will give 
my list making skills. To 
my Barb, I will leave our 
gorgeous history fair board. 
Lisa, will receive my phi-
losophy of hiccupping. Ilana, 
will get a brand new water 
bottle and hot chocolate 
mug. Alyssa, will receive our 
glorious freshman year pho-
tographs. Olivia will receive 
the address of the infamous 
NK. Mario will get a new and 
improved Cello. My name 
is Mario shirt. Angie will 
receive a new list making 
schedule booklet. Katie will 
receive an all night marathon 
of watching 24. To Rebs, I l 
will leave behind my newly 
developed Israel pictures. 
Finally to my DM crew, I 
will leave my well-filmed last 
morale dance of the night. 
Love you all and thank you 
for being a constant source 
of support 

Poonam
Patel

 Congrats to my senior 
friends and freshies who will 
next year be juniors. I know 
I wouldn’t have survived 
these 18 years without your 
random outbursts of giggles, 
awkward turtles, actually 
stopping at stop signs when 
we’re walking, and spill-
ing liquids on convenient 
parts of our pants (and then 
quickly trying to cover it up). 
I’ve survived frequent hip 
bumps, races without bend-
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ing our legs, scraping our 
knees over dollar bills, and 
hurting Silvana. I’ll always 
remember the hysterics we 
were in when the 7th Harry 
Potter book came out and 
frantically waving at Mr. 
Krestos (sorry). The Harry 
Potter party we had was 
amazing as was going to the 
heater in black looking like 
we were in a cult. French 
Club became our home on 
Tuesdays where we allowed 
our craziness to overtake us 
while Madame looked away 
pretending she didn’t know 
us being the wonderful per-
son we know her to be.
 I will remember my friends 
and teachers who made these 
four years incredible. Always 
laugh without reason and 
do so uncontrollably. Keep 
your friends and food close 
to your heart. Look out for 
one another and live with-
out regretting you’ll see that 
everything else just seems to 
fall into place. 

Lisa 
Petersen
As I graduate from Niles 
North, I have a few things to 
leave for people…
Katie – I leave you my iPod 
and all my Obama parapher-
nalia.
Ilana – My house and Quack-
er snack mix 
Stephanie – All my brand 
name stuff
Elaina – My bike, beehive, 
and apple bread
Maya – A life-time supply of 
pretzels
Alyssa – A stress ball
Anna Y – All my dance 
stuff because of your love 
of dance
Britt – N.T. Carnival and the 
seasons
Olivia – Cookies, Mr. Lee, 
and homers 

Marina 
Pulik

Let’s face it; no matter how 
much we hate to admit it, 
high school really has been 
the best four years of our 
lives...yet. These last couple 
of months has definitely 
been some of the hardest to 
get through, we’re so close! 
With only a couple of weeks 
remaining, it’s really hitting 
me that I’ll never be coming 
back to this school again, I 

won’t be staying after school 
for another club meeting or 
planning Dance Marathon 
in Room 2100. I realize how 
much I’m actually going 
to miss this school, espe-
cially the people that have 
made these past four years 
so memorable.
      BFFAES - As much as I 
hate that stupid name, it’s 
the easiest way to name all 
of you. Who knows what high 
school would have been like 
if it wasn’t for you guys, all 
of our crazy plans, attempts 
at being organized, the in-
sane fights, the birthdays, 
holiday parties, relay for 
life, buying balloons, flat 
top dinners galore, and ev-
erything in between. I don’t 
even know where to start or 
end with our laundry list of 
inside jokes, but all I know 
is that without each and 
every single one of you, high 
school would have not been 
the same. I love you guys so 
much, and no matter how 
scattered we are throughout 
the Midwest and even across 
the World, I know that when 
all of us come back for break, 
we’re going to be right back 
into our old habits of sitting 
around in someone’s house 
and thinking of stuff to do 
for hours on end.
      Mansi, Dino, Mitch- There 
is no way to summarize our 
friendship, except that it’s 
been proved that no matter 
which way we are pulled, 
there’s always something 
pulling us back together. 
Mansi, I know I can always 
count on you for the best 
advice whether it’s keeping 
me sane when I’m stressed 
out over everything or which 
outfit to wear. You’ve always 
been there for me, and I 
appreciate everything that 
you’ve done for me. Dino, 
you still owe me and Jes-
sie that Greek dinner that 
you’ve been promising us for 
the past two years!! I mean, 
honestly, you shook on it and 
everything, you don’t have 
a choice. I’m so happy that 
you’re staying in the city with 
me next year! Mitch, I’ve 
known you since we were five 
years old at Madison, you 
followed me to Highland, 
so I just think that it’s a sign 
that we’re always going to 
be friends. You’re amazing, 
and don’t let anyone tell 
you otherwise. Things have 
definitely changed since 6th 
grade, but we’re definitely 
the same people on the in-
side and you guys mean the 
world to me.
      Gabby - You are my twin. 
Plain and simple, and it was 
proved only last month when 
someone called me Gabby. 
GEWTA forever. Haha. This 
year has been, by far, the 
best year ever for us. I know 

that you’re the person that I 
can text at 3 in the morning 
upset and crying and get a 
response in a split second, 
or the person that I can say, 
“you can only stop by for a 
little because I have to go to 
sleep,” and end up talking 
for hours, and even the type 
of person that when we’re at 
work and people are leaving 
we can say, “Bye! Thank you, 
have a good night!” at the 
exact same time and then 
laugh the exact same way 
when we realize we said it in 
unison. Whether you’re at 
ISU or Hollywood, or wher-
ever your dreams take you, 
we’ll always be sisters. You’re 
my best friend, my one and 
only, and the person that will 
never change and stay by 
my side through anything. I 
mean, hey, if we got through 
third grade and me almost 
breaking your fingers and 
our horrendous fight in sixth 
grade, we can get through 
anything :)
      DM Execs- I am in awe 
at how amazing you all are, 
and I can’t believe I’m going 
to sound like Sharma right 
now, but all of you inspire me 
so much, and you really are 
the greatest kids in the school 
;). We have been through so 
much in this past year, and 
it was all absolutely worth it. 
It’s been a great three years 
and I know I’m leaving DM 
in great hands and that you 
guys will do even better next 
year (although I don’t know 
how that’s going to be pos-
sible without me around, but 
I’m sure you’ll manage. J/K!) 
I can’t wait for my threaten-
ing phone calls from Lori 
next year saying, “You better 
come to DM this year!” Good 
luck next year, and try not 
let Sharma intimidate you, 
we all know how sensitive he 
can get. Haha. Have a great 
year and I can’t wait to come 
back and see how much you 
guys raise for another amaz-
ing charity.
      Spring Break Crew - 
SPRING BREAK! WHOO!! 
Our chants, our inside jokes, 
Michael and Cher, Nate, 
Camp Hope, drywalling, 
landscaping, painting, our 
disgusting, yet awesome 
white unmarked vans, we 
had the best time and I’m 
so happy I got to know each 
and every single one of you 
on that trip, I wouldn’t have 
spent my Spring Break any 
other way. Who’s up for 
round two this summer and 
chaperoning next year?
      Sharma - As much as 
I hate to admit it, you are 
going to be greatly missed 
next year. I don’t know what 
I could’ve done without you 
and pushing me to try my 
best these past four years. All 
your inspirational speeches, 

as corny as they are, are very 
special to me. You truly are 
one of a kind. I don’t know 
what you’re going to do with-
out me on your speed dial 
next year, but I’m sure you’ll 
make do somehow. I want 
to thank you so much for all 
your help and encourage-
ment throughout the years; 
you helped me become the 
person I am today. Also, 
whether you like it or not, 
the seniors are getting hugs 
at graduation and you’ll cry, 
don’t even try to deny it!
      High School has flown by 
and as excited and nervous 
I am for the future; I know 
that I’m prepared for any-
thing and everything. Good 
luck Class of 2008!!!

Jason 
Silverman
Dearly beloved, we gather 
here to say our goodbyes. 
Here I lie, no one knew my 
worth, the late, great senior 
of Niles North. In this will 
we celebrate the years in 
that little place I’ve grown 
to love. It’s time to reflect, 
you can bet on Silverman’s 
Senior Will.

Instead of being all lovey-
dovey, I will write a list of my 
favorite people/ nicknames/ 
and events in no particu-
lar order and the respected 
people involved can feel 
honored.

B l o c k i e / J . B l o c k /  B a -
baganoush/ The Man-Tee/ 
D and B and P/ Whip/ I’m 
Erin Egan and I love to sing 
La La La/ Senora Polola/ 
Senora Benitez/ Period 1 
Physics 12-22/ Kosta/ Mi-
chelle Caplan’s black bag on 
the roof/ Mr. Horyn punting 
the Norton/ WebAssign/ 
wrathful grapes/ Nay Nay/ 
Ty Ty/ Jew/ “Falsettoland”/ 
Mrs. Dornseif/ the boys 
at the morning announce-
ments (A. Krav, JoBo, and 
Mozes)/ Mr. Krahl/ Mr. 
Shermach/ Mssr. Chand-
abise/ Mel Mel/”All Hail 
Hurricane Gordo”/ Indiana 
Jones/ The Sturminator/ 
Bobby Bobby so happy to see 
you here/ I’m SIX!/ Green 
Team/ koalas/ Slibaman/ 
Period 5 lunch/ Foxy/ Jess/ 
Lubo/ Papa Raanan/ Robert 
the security guard/ Ashruf 
Abdul Wadoud Ghanimah/ 
Ms. Reeder/ Mr. Rourke/ 
Captain Eric/ Wendy Sue/ 
Ms. Mackie/ Mrs. Ripley/ 
Mr. Ortmann.

“Don’t sweat! Relax! Let life 
roll of your backs! Except 
for death and paying taxes, 
everything in life...is only for 
now.”-Avenue Q

Britt, Danit, Elaina, Lisa, Liz, 
Marina, Olivia, and Steph- I 
could not have asked for a 
better group of friends in 
high school. We have had 

Katie 
Rosman

 
To Olga, I leave my dog, and 
my mother. I know you love 
them both more than me 
anyways =) To Rebecca, I 
leave my whole iTunes li-
brary (I know you think my 
taste in music sucks, but just 
give it a try), my Us Weekly 
subscription (don’t lie, I 
know you read it) and my 
driving insurance. To Lisa, I 
leave my frequent flier miles 
(so you can come visit me), 
a complaint letter for the 
psycho lady at Weber, and a 
lifetime supply of Carbonina 
impressions (“CARBONEL-
LA!! WHERE ARE YOU??!”) 
To Maya, I leave my own 
depressing attempts at art 
(so you’ll be more motivated 
to draw me something),  
James McAvoy, ten gallons 
of carrots (to make up for 
all of the ones I stole from 
you) and the Atonement 
DVD that I am soon going to 
purchase. To Gavi, I leave my 
stress ball and all of the ex-
tra absences I have left over 
from actually going to school 
fourth quarter =) To Alyssa, 
I leave a lifetime supply of 
Pita Inn (haha), my Oprah 
series DVDs, and my “Stop 
the Drama, Vote Obama” 
t-shirt. To Carly, I leave you 
the fond memories I KNOW 
you have (somwhere deep, 
deep inside) of my eating 
habits. Period 4 (you know 
who you are), I leave my 
abs-they are way firmer after 
laughing so hard every day 
with you guys. To my North 
Star homies and Mr. Pratt, I 
leave my yogurt (this time, 
voluntarily), and my infinite 
love and gratitude: You were 
an amazing staff and I feel 

lucky to have been a part of 
the newspaper. =) 

Ilana 
Toch
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so many memories and so 
many unforgettable times. I 
will never forget the Laguna 
Beach parties, Sunday bike 
squad, the troops, block-
buster adventures, homers 
ice cream, Hurricane Skokie, 
trampoline visits, wrestling, 
breaking chairs, summer 
girls, being “politely asked 
to leave” everywhere we go 
in public, Weber warriors, 
fighting for shot gun, ani-
mal noises and sometimes 
sentences shouted out the 
windows, and the yellow bug. 
I’ve learned many new life 
skills thanks to you guys. I’ve 
improved my driving skills 
and following techniques 
(maybe not parking yet) and 
I’ve gotten really good at 
“distributing” food/trash on 
many peoples’ lawn. I hope 
we can stay true to our nick 
name. bffaes <3  I leave you 
my fridge (especially frozen 
treats), my bike, my mom’s 
dancing, and my clothes.
Spring Break NOLA: I have 
never sat in a van for so long 
and had so much fun (even 
though my team always lost 
the movie game). The white 
Niles vans bring new meaning 
to me.   From weed whacking 
to lawn mowing, we really 
cleaned accomplished a lot. 
Who could forget: the dy-
namic duo (Michael & Cher) 
Dana’s Dames/Gillies Gals, 
play-doh figures, museums, 
Mafia, Burn Squad (Jamie 
+ Carley we need more sun-
block), the “Asian sit,” demo-
cratic vote, singing, “We 
don’t have time for this,” 
and bathroom stops. See 
you next spring break, Posse 
out! I leave you my shampoo 
bottle, sunscreen, my reflec-
tion journal, puffins box, and 
my clean bathroom.
North Star Crew: Alyssa, Ka-
tie R., Anum, Olga, David K., 
Sumo, Rebecca R., and Mr. 
Pratt- Thank you for letting 
me into your North Star fam-
ily. I love you guys so much, 
it makes me really regret 
not being on staff.  I wish I 
had discovered “the group” 
sooner. Everyday we have 
the same routine: the senior 
day countdown, complain-
ing (about the same things), 
watching movies, presiden-
tial debates, mystery solving, 
celebrity current events, 
and gossiping. I think I have 
proved my loyalty to North 
Star by randomly quoting 
articles. Thanks Mr. Pratt for 
letting me visit and always 
helping me out even though 
I’m not your student. I leave 
you my dvd collection, and 
my packaged food supply.
Thank you Ms. Hankes for 
letting me hang out in AS&T 
everyday. It’s okay that you 
don’t have work for me, 
because Mr. Kelly is there 
for back up. I don’t know if 

Corina 
Vong

To my girls: Victoria, Stina, 
Rachel, Komal, Tara, Sonia, 
Meghan, Farnaz, Lil Nikki, 
Jamie, Manda, Amy, Connie, 
Michelle, Liz and the rest of 
my girls - we did it! I’ve never 
been so happy and so sad at 
the same time. We’ve been 
through everything - good 
times and bad times. From 
break-ups to make-ups and 
fighs to parties, I always 
knew you girls would be 
there to celebrate with me 
ad to comfort me, whichever 
the time called for. From 
crazy games (W. Fest) to 
ridiculous pep assemblies, 
the only times you girls left 
my side was to cheer for 08 
or to raid the football field/
basketball courts.
High school wouldn’t have 
been the same without every-
one. As cliché as it sounds, no 
matter how far apart we are, 
you girls will always be close 
to my heart. From California 
to Missouri to New York, I’ll 
always be there for you guys. 
Every one of you is irreplace-
able and every memory is 
unforgettable. I love you girls 
all so much!
To Komal + Stina - Just be-
cause you girls aren’t at NN 
doesn’t mean I forgot about 
you girls. I have no double 
that we’ll remain friends no 
matter how far we are from 
each other next year. The 
many hours on the phone 
made up for the fact that 
we couldn’t see each other 
everyday. From one year 
apart to four years apart, 
our friendships’ been tested 
and has yet to fail. I love you 
girls!
Love always, Corina Vong

Meghan 
Wood

On the eve of graduation I 
would like to pass on some 
things to the associates I have 
acquired throughout high 
school. I would first like to 
start out with Sonia Aguayo. 
We have been best friends 
for a while and I know that 
since we shall no longer be 
acquaintances after June 4th, 
I would like to leave you with 
a life time supply of tissues so 
that you can cry for the rest 
of your life since I know my 
departure shall be quiet de-
pressing for you, but please 
try not to morn too long. 
To Micpen1 (Michelle P.) I 
leave her an Oscar because 
she is the funniest and most 
dramatic person I know. To 
Corina Vong I would like to 
leave her a teddy bear with 
a picture of me on it so that 
she can have someone to 
beat up at college. To Rachel 
Coleman, I leave her black 
paint… she knows what to 
do with it. To Mackenzie 
Edmond I leave a picture of 
his favorite sister. To David 
Kushnir I leave him a cane 
so he can manage his “girls.” 
To all my spring break gals 
I leave many memories and 
the numbers to Malaria and 
ect so you guys can keep in 
touch lol… you know what 
I mean if you are one of my 
girls. To Anna Gobbenhiben 
I leave that octagon that is 
in the gymnastic gym… see 
I told you I would steal it 
for you because I love you. 
To the American Eagle crew 
I leave you my application 
because you guys know I ba-
sically work there (I love you 
all). To Lizzie I leave you hate 
because you know I despise 
you so much… I love all you 
guys, you got me through 
High School with laughter 
and love and I want you all to 
know that I will miss you all 
from the bottom of my heart, 
you all impacted my life in 
one way or another. Now lets 
do that graduation thing!

Diyana 
Yonadim

Rachil 
Zaia

To my best friends, whom I’ll 
never forget for the rest of 
my life. As the future is only 
days away, it’s something 
that I do not fear because of 
friends like you. High school 
would not be the same w/o 
you. I will never forget the 
crazy, funny, awesome, un-
believable, *USUAL* nights 
we spent together. Diyana 
(my twin sister, my other 
half) soon to be glamorously 
famous, Farnaz - having the 
most seniors ‘08 pride! Me-
gan - the always ready, hy-
per, barely in class (Because 
of the night before). Girl, 
Natalie - I don’t think I’ve 
ever seen you frown, even 
when your yelling you smile. 
Kim - the blonde athletic, 
serious one, Andrea - the 
overexaggerater. Danielle - 
whose aggressiveness and 
loud voice will ring in my 
ears forever,...you girls mean 
the world to me, I will never 
forget you! I hope the best 
and nothing but the best for 
you! This is not a good bye 
b/c it’s not the end, it’s the 
beginning! Sincerely, Rachil 
Zaia (your best friend)

there’s enough days left for 
me to finish those Christ-
mas mints! Hopefully I can 
recruit someone to keep 
you updated with the yahoo 
news next year.  Thank you 
Mr. Sharma for always keep-
ing me busy with DM work. 
Good luck with Dance Mara-
thon 2009!

Carley 
Wigod

These are in no particular 
order.
 Hilary: We started off our 
friendship in the most hilari-

ous of ways: with my play-
ing in the sand, you eating 
Doritos, and the crying that 
ensued when the two mixed 
together. To my athlete-
turned-fashionista-turned-
artist best friend, you’re awe-
some. I’d never tell you not to 
change because I know you 
always will, the chameleon 
who steals my fruit roll-ups. 
I can’t believe how far away 
we’ll be from each other 
next year but I’m sure we’ll 
stay friends because, let’s 
be honest, we are too lazy to 
hang out with anyone else. 
P.S. you still didn’t get me a 
birthday present. 
Carmizzle: Big Carly, we 
have been friends for an aw-
fully long time. I remember 
hanging out with you on the 
playground at Highland. 
We’ve changed so much 
since then and I want you to 
know (publicly) that I will 
miss you SO much next year 
in Israel. Send me Naot? 
Maybe? After a decade or so 
of going to school together 
I don’t know what I will do 
without your crazy hand 
gestures to articulate our 
frustration with all things 
concerning Dance Marathon, 
friends, and/or life.
Gavi: We didn’t really be-
come friends until junior 
year and I have no idea how 
I made it through two years 
of high school without you. 
Who is going to tell me to 
make a list when I freak out 
next year? I’ll have to call 
you from Israel to make sure 
we both are stress-free (or at 
least only slightly stressed). 
Without DM and Calc, what’s 
left to worry about? Our 
futures? Nahhh. You’re the 
schist and I’ll miss you.
Avi: We’ve gotten so close 
this year and you are truly 
one of the most intelligent 
people I’ve ever met. You 
know that I didn’t really want 
to go to college with anyone 
from high school, but I am 
so glad to be going to school 
with you. This is just the 
beginning…was that creepy? 
Probably.
Angela: Of course I knew 
who you were through all of 
our mutual friends but APES 
has made me absolutely sure 
that you live up to your rep—
you’re so funny and sweet, 
I can’t think of anyone I’d 
rather sit next to during 
our double lab note-taking 
extravaganza.
North Star: Thanks for the 
great four years; I’ve learned 
a lot and had a ton of fun 
doing it.

Although senior year has 
come to an end my friend-
ship with my best friends will 
never end. We’re all heading 
in different directions but 
we’ll be in each others hearts 
forever. With Farnaz and 
Kim leaving to ISU, Megan 
off to Colorado, Natalie to 

Champaign, and me and 
Rachil staying together here 
of course, our friendship will 
still stay the same. Kim will 
still be playing sports not 
b/c she wants to but for her 
mom. Natalie will be try-
ing to party on a Monday. 
Rachil will still be giving 
us her random facts of the 
day. Danielle’s scream will 
still be heard through all the 
different colleges everyone 
is separating to. Farnaz will 
still be listening to every-
one’s problems and trying to 
solve them. Megan will still 
be screaming “ya boys” in the 
hallways and by then Andrea 
will be married to Clint and 
we’ll all be her bridesmaids. 
These personality traits will 
never be forgotten about 
each other and our memories 
are just too many to remem-
ber and write. But we had an 
awesome 4 years. You girls 
will always have a special 
place in my heart. I love you 
all! Love, Diyana Y.
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What will be the seniors’ next alma mater?

Most Changed Since 
Freshman Year

Laura Sturm

Most likely to be on 
Saturday Night Live

Jason Silverman

American University 
Avi Cohen-McClelland
Carley Wigod (2)

Alabama State University
December Richardson

Art Institute of Chicago
Brian Khek 

Barnard College
Jael Goldstein

Beloit College
Mitch Dubin
Alison Musur 
Dani Stein (3)

Boston University
Mary Gameng
Carly Miller (2) 

Bradley University
Joel Wilson

Brandeis University
Adam Kriska
Barbara Stark (2)

Carleton College
Colleen Barr

Columbia College
Gilda Khajehhosseini

Colorado State University
Megan Goldufsky

Cornell College
Sophie Gaynor

DePaul University
Mark Bayani
Ian Goran-Dry
Linora Nissan 
Michelle Panaranda
Chanel Ro
Diyana Yonadim (6)

Eastern Illinois Univer-
sity
     Andrew Hancock

Eckred College
Tess Busch

Elmhurst College
Kenzie Parry
Ben Johnson (2)

Fashion Institute of 
Technology
     Victoria Rojas

George Washington 
University 

Sarah Weinger

Halman Institute of 
Technology

Jason Block

Illinois State University
Gabrielle Belavsky
Angela Como
Laura Fiala
Brittany Gadau  
Brittany Kaplan 
Farnaz Mohammad-Ali
Ariel Mozes
Amanda Precht
Kimberly Stephens
Jake Weingart (10)

Illinois Weslyan Uni-
versity 

Annie Tillmann

Indiana University 
Jamie Ehrenpreis
Alyssa Goldman
Vince Pine 
Julia Spiegel
Amy Taylor 
Corina Vong (6)

Iowa State University
Elizabeth Reichardt
Beth Sackett (2)

Kalamazoo College
Laura Abram

Kendall College
Kelly Jung

Lexington College
Desiree Magiallonas

Lake Forest College
Laura Sturm

Louis University
Michael Lechowicz

Loyola University
Nadia Ahmed
Anna Goman
Kathy Grigoropolous 
Matthew Hauman
Lucy Jung
Carolyn Kaatz
Anum Kasim
Sobia Khan
Hina Lodhia 
Poonam Patel
Amatul Salma

Dino Theodoropolous (12) 

Milwaukee Institute of 
Arts and Design

Katherine Walton-Myers

Moody Bible Institute
Rachel Gliebe
Rebecca Moody
Amy Moore (3)
 

New York University
Jason Silverman

Northern Illinois Uni-
versity

Jamie Betke
Melissa Jane Otakan (2)

Northeastern Illinois 
University

Julio Rodriguez

Northeastern Univer-
sity

Robyn Toy

North Park University
Dolma Joseph
Rachil Zaia (2)

Northwestern University
Kevin Dam
Linda Song
Anna Yun (3)

Nova Southeastern Uni-
versity

Angelica Garcia

Oakton Community 
College

Brenda Alaniz
Adrian Brown
Jonathan Carnate
Armin Cosovic
Raisa Green 
Jack Guerrero
Constance Kalogris
Mack Khouri
Ayton Leland
David Martinez 
Evelina Parrini
Cristhian A. Rojas
Yuliya Ryvkina 
Crystal A. Tolzien
Oren Trace (15) 

Oberlin College
Jonathan Levin

Ohio State University
     Elisheva Ostrar

Parkland University
Natalie Gavi

Purdue University 
Prina Bagia
Andrew Thompson (2)   

Robert Morris College
Frankie Ativie  

San Diego State Uni-
versity

Michael Sladek

Southern Illinois Uni-
versity

Kelly Kresin 
Mac White (2)

Stanford University
     Katie Rosman

Stern College
Gavi Nitzarim

St. Louis College of 
Pharmacy

Ashley Stephen 

University of Chicago
Kate Kozukhova

University of Denver
Louis Giller

University of Illinois-
Chicago

Shayna Acance 
Andrei Barjoveanu
Mohammed Baseer
Pasinee Bhavilai 
Micah Dominguez
Shiloh Golden
Will Ikeda
Hamza Ishaq
Mary Kando 
Sophia Leem
Randa Marcus
Nikki Pavel
Tom Phillips
Marina Pulik
Uriel Rotstein
Nathan Sahyouni
Hasan Siddiqui
Biolet Talya 
Allison L. Upton
Olga Volozhina (20) 

University of Illinois 
Urbana-Champaign

Megan Abraham
Anum Amjad
Liz Arnold

Stephanie Camba
Michelle Caplan
Jupin Chacko
Elaina Dixon
Jonel Dukic
Erin Egan
Chris Flores
Molly Goldstein
Jackie Gosu 
Hannah Prosnitz
Mansi Jailwala
Maya Koenig
Benz Limpan
Zahid Lodhia
Vivek Patel
Krikor Paylan
Zach Pellish
Rebecca Rosman
Ben Rothschild 
Michael Rotstein
Emily Schwerdlin
Akhil Shah
Jamie Sklena 
Mohammed Siddiqui
Shizue Taerbaum
Ilana Toch
Tony Wong
Kevin Yim (31)

University of Illinois-
Springfield

Erin Jones
 

University of Michigan
Ethan Manilow

University of Missouri-
Columbia

Rachel Coleman
Jamie Goncalves
Liz Hartnett
Lamar Newman
Meghan Wood (5)

University of St. Francis
Laura Birnbaum

University of Tampa
Kristen Gerage
Tiffany Huettemann (2)

University of Wiscon-
sin-Madison

Lisa Petersen

University of Wiscon-
sin-Whitewater

Colleen Kaferly

Washington University-
St. Louis

Amy Lam
Kelly Leung (2)

Most likely to be in 
the FBI/CIA

David Hanna

Cutest couple

Zachary Pellish and Mansi Jailwala
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Summer movie season is no ‘Joker’
By David Kohn

Photo Editor
original Hulk film, directed 
by Ang Lee, didn’t exactly 
appeal to die-hard fans, the 
new film starring Edward 
Norton is sure to please 
audiences. “The Incredible 
Hulk” will be crashing into 
theaters on Friday, June 
13.

Pixar’s new out of this 
world ,  animated f l ick 
“Wall-E” brings viewers 700 
years into the future to ex-

perience Wall-E’s jour-
ney across the uni-

verse. It will be 

com-
i n g  t o 

t h e a t e r s 
on Friday, 

June 27.
On the same day, 

“Wanted,” a unique 
film, takes us on a trip 

to a secret crime fighting 
organization. Starring James 
McAvoy, Morgan Freeman, 
and Angelina Jolie, this ac-
tion flick is sure to please its 
viewers.

Arguably the 
summer’s  most 
anticipated film, 
“The Dark Knight,” 
tells the continu-
i n g  s t o r y  o f 
Bruce Wayne or 
by his more 
well known 
name, Bat-
m a n .  A s 
the film’s 
v i l l a i n , 
the  la te 
H e a t h 
L e d g e r -
p l a y s  a devastat-
ing and absolutely chilling 
Joker. The returning cast 
includes Christian Bale, Mi-

the tale of Po the Panda in a 
fight to save his people from 
the vicious snow leopard Tai 
Lung. With an all-star cast 
including Jack Black, Jackie 
Chan, and Angelina Jolie, 
be “prepared for awesome-
ness.”

While the 

Flying, shooting, and 
jumping will all be qualities 
of this summer’s biggest 
flicks. Super heroes, ordinary 
actors, and even friendly ro-
bots from mars will fill movie 
screens across the country 
this summer.  

The highly anticipated 
“Indiana Jones and the King-
dom of the Crystal Skull” 
hit theaters last Friday with 
millions of people flocking 
to theaters. With Steven 
Spielberg and George Lucas 
teaming up again for the 
fourth edition of the saga, 
this is bound to be a hit.

The animated “Kung Fu 
Panda” will be coming to the-
aters Friday, June 6 for the 
entire family to enjoy.  It tells 

By David Rubin
News Editor

Summer festivals flock to city
By Alyssa Goldman

 Editor-in-Chief
Excited for the summer 

months, but not so sure how 
you’re going to spend them? 
Have no fear, for the city pro-
vides much entertainment 
during this sunny season. 

T a s t e  o f  C h i c a g o
296 S. Columbus    Drive
C h i c a g o ,  I L 
J u n e  2 7 - J u l y  6
The world’s largest an-

nual food festival takes place 

right here in Chicago every 
summer. This year’s festival 
will feature over 70 different 
vendors from around the 
Chicago area including the 
famous “Billy Goat Tavern” 
and “Eli’s Cheesecake.” Food 
is administered through a 
ticket system, with one strip 
consisting of 11 tickets cost-
ing $7.  Most main entrees 
cost 9 to 10 tickets. Free live 
music will also be featured at 
the festival with performers 

including Joss Stone, Chaka 
Kahn, and Stevie Wonder to 
name a few.  

Chicago Folk  Festival
Price: $3-$7  donation 

2333 W. Sunnyside Ave. 
Chicago, IL
July 12-13

This music centered festi-
val will feature local talents 
around the Chicago area, 
and will also feature a wide 
variety of international mu-
sic, and of course many folk 

artists. Food vendors will 
also be available.

The Wicker Park Fest
Neighborhood: Buck-
town/Wicker Park
1600 N. Damen Ave. 

Chicago, IL 
July 26- July 27 

The fifth annual event 
will feature cuisine from 
local restaurants as well art 
work and other crafts from 
70 Chicago vendors. Alter-
native-indie musicians will 

be playing simultaneously 
throughout the festival on 
two different stages. 

Even if you’re staying 
home for the summer that 
doesn’t mean you have to 
spend your time being bored. 
Chi-Town always has some-
thing going on. So just take 
the train downtown, and go 
to one of the many festivals 
taking place to experience 
culture, food, entertainment, 
and fun! 

chael Caine, and Morgan 
Freeman, which promises 
an even better Batman movie 
than the previous “Batman 
Begins.” The release date 

of Wednesday, July 18 
will nearly guaran-

tee sellout midnight 
shows everywhere, 

especially in Chi-
cago, to which 

the movie was 
filmed.

With all 
these big 
hit mov-
ies com-
ing this 
s u m -
m e r , 
the best 
way to 

catch them all is to keep 
up. Catch them early, and if 
the movie is good, catch it 
often. 
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The ultimate summer scoop
By Aaron Toch

Reporter

Sizzling summer songs
By Liz Hartnett

Sports Editor
As the final days of school 

dawn on us and summer 
quickly approaches, many 
are anticipating the sunni-
est time of the year. Here’s a 
playlist of some songs to get 
you in the perfect summer 
time mood. 

“ H o t  f u n  i n  t h e 
Summertime”-Sly and the 
Family Stone:  If any song 
defines summer, it’s this one. 
With a funky, oldschool beat 
and contagious chorus, this 
song IS summer. 

“Paper Planes”-M.I.A.: 
Already getting some major 
recognition, this song from 
the Sri Lankan rap artist is 
smokin’. The flowing beat 
and cool chorus are the per-
fect combo for a summer 
smash hit.  

“Jane Fonda”- Mickey 
Avalon: No one can resist a 
song with a dance and this 
song is no exception. By 
the underground rap artist  
Mickey Avalon (formerly 
known as Yeshe Perle), the 
song and the dance are both 
immensely fun. Go YouTube 
the dance and join in the fun 
to prepare yourself for this 
summer.

“Barbara Ann”-The Beach 
Boys: Coming from a band 
that’s native to land of eter-
nal sunshine, this classic 

song is perfect for any sum-
mer playlist. The fun atti-
tude The Beach Boys  have 
through out throughout the 
song, makes this tune  ideal 
for any summer afternoon. 

“Doin’ time” -Sublime: 
This song captures the exact 
feeling of summer. You can 
literally feel the staggering 
heat of a summer in the city 
coming from background 
noise of the song. The song’s 
easy beat can remind one of 
both a sweltering day in the 
city as well as lying on the 
beach, working on your tan.  

“Mercy”-Duffy: This song 
is a guaranteed summer hit. 
From the English songbird            
Duffy (who has been com-
pared to Dusty Springfield), 
this song reminds one of a 
summer hit from the 60s. 
Its chorus is irresistible and 
you’ll be sure to hear it on the 
radio this summer.  

“That’s not my name”- 
The Ting Tings: Another 
song from across the pond, 
this song is vibrant with a 
catchy chorus. If you want a 
first hand experience of The 
Ting Tings, go and see them 
this summer at Lollapalooza 
between Friday, Aug. 1 and 
Sunday, Aug.3

 So grab your shades and 
a bunch of friends and have 
fun in the sun with theses 
fantastic summer tunes. 

A customer orders a scoop of Hartigan’s famous mint chocolate chip ice 
cream. Customers wanting to save on calories can enjoy frozen yogurt.

Photo by Alyssa Goldman

Ice cream is a beloved 
treat in America. The seem-
ingly endless variants of fla-
vors are continually sought 
over by society as life gets 
more challenging. My mis-
sion: to review ice cream and 
to relay the information to 
Niles North for the good of 
mankind. 

On my journey to find 
the perfect scoop, my first 
stop was Hartigan’s on  
2909 Central Street in 
Evanston. Upon entering, 
I immediately noticed how 
homey it felt. Two young 
ladies were working behind 
the counter, and they were 
incredibly friendly when tak-
ing my order. 

I asked for dark choco-
late and mint, which were 
served to me promptly. The 
dark chocolate ice cream 
was some of the best stuff 
I’ve ever tasted. When I was 
finished with one bite, I was 
already onto my next. At 
$2.82 per scoop, this is an 
easily affordable treat. 

After I had finished the 
dark chocolate ice cream, 
I moved onto mint. While 
it was good, it did not taste 

much different than any 
store bought brand, so I sug-
gest if you go to Hartigan’s to 
get a more bold flavor and 
experience the magic from 
there. In the summer, it’s 
open from 11 a.m.-11 p.m. It’s 
on the border of Evanston so 
it’s a close ride. 

On my next stop, to Bob-
tail’s (1114 Central, in 
Wilmette), I once again 
entered a small shop. It had 
a more cramped, yet profes-
sional feel than Hartigan’s, 
but that didn’t stop me from 
getting my ice cream. Here, 
I tried out vanilla and their 
specialty, “Cubbie Crunch.” 
The vanilla is just what you’d 
expect – nothing that made 
it different from any other 
flavor of vanilla. “Cubbie 
Crunch” was an enhanced 
form of vanilla, with mul-
ticolored chocolate pieces, 
and it was quite tasty. But 
the overall feel could not 
compare to the feeling I got 
from Hartigan’s. 

On my last attempt to 
find the perfect scoop, I 
went to Homer’s (1237 
Green Bay Road), which 
is a hybrid ice cream and fast 
food restaurant. I was quite 
pleased to see that it was 
triple the size of the other 

stores. The ice cream there 
is top notch, but the true 
novelty of the restaurant is 
that you can take all of your 
friends after a band concert 
or football game, make all 
the noise that you want, and 
have room for everybody. 
There is plenty of space and 
the old fashioned feel will 
make your visit even more 
worthwhile. 

With all of this being said, 
there is no way to judge the 
clear winner of the best place 

to go for ice cream - because 
it really depends on different 
variables.

 If you are meeting up with 
a friend that you haven’t talk-
ed with in ages, or you want 
to take that special someone 
out to ice cream - then Har-
tigan’s, hands down, is your 
best choice available. But, 
if the entire troop is over at 
your house and looking for 
something to digest, then 
definitely Homer’s would be 
the choice because not only 

does it offer award winning 
ice cream, but it also offers 
delicious entrees. 

Ice cream is a gift that 
seemingly has divine power 
in it - the ability to cure emo-
tional fatigue. Employ that 
magical gift and go for a taste 
at one of these delicious res-
taurants. And besides, there 
is no better way to spend 
your summer than by eating 
ice cream, so take the car for 
a spin and venture to one of 
these locations. 

Cutest Twins

Michael RotsteinUriel Rotstein

Best Buddies

Linora Nissan           Biolet Talya

Best Laugh

Mack Khouri

Most likely to be on the 
cover of Us Weekly

Tyrone Phillips

Senior Superstars  
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North star seniors say 
goodbye

Linda Song
Sports Editor

Fun fact:
If Snapple Facts 
were proven 
untrue, Linda’s 
world would 
come to an end. Olga Volozhina

Photo Editor

Fun fact:
At age four, upon im-
migrating to Amer-
ica, Olga ran away 
from her parents in 
an Irish airport. Amy Moore

Photographer

Fun fact:
Amy’s secret goals 
include being an 
elf, a vendor for the 
Chicago Cubs, and 
a flight attendant. Maya Koenig

Graphic Artist

Anum Amjad
Feature Editor

Fun fact:
Ever since the 
first time she saw 
him in the the-
ater, Anum has 
wanted to marry 
Aladdin.

Carley Wigod
Focus Editor

Fun fact:
Carley once took 
golf lessons from 
Walter Payton. 
She’s still bad at golf.

Rebecca Rosman
Accent Editor

Fun fact:
Rebecca’s father  
was once on the 
Skokie police “Most 
Wanted” list. He 
has since been taken 
off.

Liz Hartnett
Sports Editor

Fun fact:
Liz has never 
finger-painted.

Alyssa Goldman
Editor-in-Chief

Fun fact:
Alyssa is so bad 
at parking that 
even in an empty 
parking lot, she 
can’t fit  her car 
between the lines. Katie Rosman

Managing Editor

Fun fact:
Katie’s klutziness is 
legendary. She has 
broken her heel, three 
fingers, and two toes, 
and had two concus-
sions and 10 stitches.

Barbara Stark
Ed-Op Editor

Fun fact:
Although he has met 
several famous people, 
Mr. Pratt has not be-
come famous himself.

Gabrielle Belavsky
Ed-Op Editor

Fun fact:
Gabby can fit 
100 jelly beans 
in her mouth.

Mr. Pratt
Advisor

Fun fact:
Barbara believes in 
reincarnation. In 
fact, she senses that 
in a previous life she 
was a famous quilt 
maker.

We run a tight ship!

Fun fact:
Maya was 
named after 
Michael Jordan.

Art by Maya Koenig



Sports
Girls’ soccer seizes field with full strength  

By Lia Velitchkova 
Reporter

Soccer is a rugged sport, 
but the girls on the varsity 
soccer team know that and 
they’re in it to prove them-
selves. They did so early in 
their season with two ex-
citing wins against Lake 
Zurich, in the St. Viator 
Tournament,  and Glenbrook 
North.  In addition, the Lady  
Vikings won the conference 
championship.  

Head coach Dan Edmin-
ster, however, often reminds 
the girls, “We had a couple 
of great wins early, but we 
need to move on…[A] chal-
lenge we face is living in the 
past.” 

This is just one of a series 
of hurdles that the girls must 
overcome. As a young team, 
they must work hard to gain 
the experience that other 
teams already have. Their 
jam-packed game schedule 
leaves less time for practice, 

Freshman Deborah Stienberg scores a goal on 
junior Lauren  Smyth  during  practice.  The  team  
recently  became the Central Suburban League (CSL) 
North champions for the first time in over 20 years. 

but more to show their skills 
on the field. 

During their limited prac-
tice time, the team has been 
rapidly improving their on-
the-field tactics and have 
reached many of their initial 
goals. 

They placed fourth in the  
St. Viator Tournament, and 
second in the Rolling Mead-
ows Tournament, and won 
conference by tying their fi-
nal game against Maine West 
on Thursday, May 1. This is 
the Vikings’ first conference 
win since 1986. 

Edminster commends the 
girls’ hard work.

“I am proud of the girls...
they’ve taken their game 
to the next level and they’ll 
soon be ready to challenge 
the best teams in the state,” 
said Edminster.  

 The hard-earned victo-
ries make soccer even more 
rewarding for the girls. 

“It was a really exciting 

Senior Iron Vikings    
Student athletes who have dedicated themselves 

to a sport each season of their high school career.       

Amy Taylor    
Christopher Flores        

Pablo Murillo       
Brion Nikitow    

Orville Poyser Jr.
Jamie Ehrenpreis
Anthony Whyte Jr.

Will Ikeda                Sr.
“I’m looking forward to 
it because my high school 
career has shown what 
the future holds for me.”

Sophie Gaynor          Sr.
“I’m playing because 
I’m not ready to give 
up the experiences that 
come with playing.”

S e n i o r s  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  s p o r t s  i n  c o l l e g e
S w i m m i n g S o f t b a l l B a s k e t b a l l

thing for me to experience as 
a freshman,” said freshman  
and varsity soccer player 
Jeanine Taerbaum. 

The girls each have their 
own special qualities that 
come together to make up a 
winning force; they all agree 
on one thing: the team is one 
big, happy family.

“What’s really important 
is to be able to trust one 
another, on the field and off. 
Our players are really sin-
cere, which helps our team so 
much,” said Taerbaum. 

After beating Mather High 
School in their first game of 
regioinals, the team lost to 
Glenbrook North with a final 
score of 2-1 in overtime.

Regardless of the score, 
after the final whistle, the 
girls know that it’s not always 
the victory that counts. They 
put their time, dedication, 
sweat, blood, and tears into 
the game they just played, 
unafraid of “roughing it.” 

Photo by Jenna Hartnett

Josh Evans                Sr.
“I’m really excited 
because it was a goal of 
mine in high school to 
play in college.”
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Ultimate Frisbee® flies to heightened fame

Photo by David Kohn
Junior Sam Segal dives to catch the disc during an Ultimate Frisbee 
weekly practice. The team played in the championship on Sunday, May 25.  

By Barbara Stark 
Ed-Op Edior

Ultimate Frisbee, which 
was officially introduced in 
the 2003-2004 school year, 
has become an immensely 
successful and popular ad-
dition to Niles North student 
activities.

Although the club is light-
er in numbers-there are only 
about 20 members-those 
who do take part are so pas-
sionate about the game that 
they make up for the conser-
vative size of the team.

The two captains of the 
team are juniors David Kohn 
and Jerry Pine. Currently, 
the team is 10-2, and are 
in second place in Illinois. 
According to Pine, the high 
level of success that the 
group is seeing is due to the 
dedication of every member 
of the team.

“We all put Frisbee first 
because we just love the 
game” exclaimed Pine, “it 
is such a fun atmosphere 
because there isn’t a lot of 
pressure which makes it 

A successful boys’ gym-
nastics season was accom-
plished this year under 
Coach Richard Meyer. After 
winning fourth in confer-
ence and sectionals, the boys 
had high hopes for the state 
competition.

No one qualified for state, 
but this only adds to the 
thirst for next season. “I 
intend on working a lot in 
the off season to prepare for 
state next year,” commented 
sophomore Chris Vick. 

The success the gymnasts 
experienced is greatly due to 
the leadership in the team. 
The boys’ gymnastics cap-
tains, junior Joe Zajcew and 
senior Jake Domingo, did a 
fine job leading their team in 
conference. 

“They were great captains 
this season and they deserve 
the recognition,” commented 
Meyer.

The season started for 
the boys in February and 
ended in mid-May. A long 
season that hauls through 
winter and spring demands 
both hard work and deter-
mination from the young 
athletes. 

“It is a long season, but 
it allows for improvement,” 
commented Meyers.

Although lengthy, this 
was the last season for  four 
senior athletes.

 “I wish our seniors could 
stay...We all learned a lot 
from them,” said junior Sam 
Cuya.

With the team set up for 
next year, Meyer is look-
ing forward to his crew of 
seniors and juniors. “We 
are excited for the return 
of Noah Gotchek and Chris 
Vick. They add depth to the 
team,” said Meyer.

This season may be over, 
but expect a lot from next 
season’s athletes. 

Boys’ gymnastics finishes strong
By Sumaya Noush

Reporter

Alison Musur

NIAAA Award Winners 2008
The National Interscholastic Athletic Administrators Association (NIAAA) 

award winners are composed of students who have a cumulative unweighted 
GPA of 3.5 or higher and have participated in a sport for at least two years.         

Shayna Acance          Kimberly Marshall         
James Bader               Sarah Mink
Colleen Barr              Alison Musur
Elaina Dixon              Keya Patel
Erin Egan                   Katie Rosman
Jamie Ehrenpreis      Uriel Rotstein  
Sophia Gaynor          Nathaniel Sahyouni
Molly Goldstein        William Schofield
Saad Hashmi              Mohammad Siddiqui
Mansi Jailwala            Jamie Sklena
Connie Kalogris        Linda Song
Amy Lam                    Nick Stavropoulos
Zahid Lodhia             Adam Thalla

Congratulations to all the 
senior  athletes!

more enjoyable.”  
Science instructor and 

Ultimate Frisbee sponsor 
Michael Boll agrees that Ul-
timate Frisbee games have 
a fun and relaxed atmo-
sphere.

“The members are only 
playing because they want to, 
there is no pressure because 
everyone can play and have 
a good time,” said Boll.

Boll thinks that the key to 
the team’s success lies with 
the fact that no one on the 
team is selfish and that they 
are very good at getting the 
disk to everyone on the team 
during games.

 “It is naturally something 
that we all like to do.” Boll 
remarked.

The members of the club 
feel very fortunate to have a 
coach like Boll because of his 
dedication to the team.

Pine is especially pleased 
with Boll, Kohn, and Matt 
Newman.

“David Kohn has been 
coordinating everything for 
this team, and Matt Newman 
has really improved since 

the beginning of the year,” 
said Pine.

 Pine also believes that the 
reason the club is so popular 
this year is because of Boll 

and his help.
Frisbee club members 

greatly appreciate Boll’s 
work. “[Boll] is a real spon-
sor. He has made sure to get 

us dates for fields, and we 
are even playing under the 
lights at night which makes 
the games so much more 
intense.” quipped Pine.

Most Athletic Female

Will Ikeda

Most Athletic Male
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As a freshman, Kristen Gerage joined the ju-
nior varsity swim team with doubts about her tal-
ent. Soon after the season began, coaches moved 
her up to varsity and her swimming career  took 
off from there. Along with speed, Gerage gained 
friends, supporters, and a coach who cared about 
her not only as an athlete, but as a person. 

 Over the years, Gerage has bonded with her 
teammates and created everlasting friendships.

“I think our team has the best relationship of 
any other sport here; we hang out together in and 
out of season and we are always there for each 
other,” she remarked. 

Gerage’s coach, social studies teacher Paul 
Torres, commented, “She’s a very good leader, 
maybe one of the best ones I’ve ever coached.”

Gerage will put the lessons learned from the 
pool deck to use next fall at the University of 
Tampa, where she plans on majoring in nurs-
ing. 

“I think my work ethic has helped me in the 
pool and out of the pool. I learned that the more 
hard work that you put in, the better you’re going 
to be,” said Gerage. 

Some people excel at one particular sport dur-
ing their high school careers.  Then there’s Darcy 
Foreman, a two-sport athlete who is also a born 
leader and manages to give the free time she has 
to her community.

Foreman is a member of the Family, Career and 
Community Leaders of America (FCCLA), a student 
organization that works to promote involvement 
within families and communities.

In each of her four years at Niles North, Foreman 
has played softball for four years and was captain 
her senior year, as well as basketball.

Head softball coach and physical welfare teacher 
Heather Fitzgerald said, “She wants to do her best 
at all times and is more than willing to put in the 
extra time to make herself better.”

Head basketball coach and English teacher Dan-
iel Paxson echoed Fitzgerald’s sentiments. 

 “I don’t think there was anybody she couldn’t 
guard,” he said.

As a result of her hard work, Foreman was recog-
nized as the basketball team’s best defensive player 
this season and was also named an all-conference 
athlete for softball in 2007.

Nick Stavropoulos  has  been play-
ing sports ever since he was a young boy. 
But what he’s become most recognized 
for during his career as a Niles North Vi-
king are his exemplary leadership skills.   

“ When it comes to Nick the thing that stands 
out the most is his leadership and work ethic,” 
said P.E. teacher and soccer coach Yoon Lee.

Stavropoulos has  been a part of  the Niles 
North varsity soccer team for four years. This 
past year,  he led his team to a regional victory 
and was named the soccer MVP. Stavropoulos 
also served as captain of the volleyball team. 

When he’s not playing sports Stavro-
poulos enjoys playing poker, eating fruit 
roll-ups, and hanging out with his cousins.

Stavropoulos’s most valuable piece of advice 
to future Vikings is to “work just as hard as you 
would in the off season as you would in season.”

Stavropoulos plans on attending North 
Park University in Chicago next year. He 
will stay true to his “Viking” roots by play-
ing on the North Park Vikings’ soccer team. 

“Stick with your dreams and you will be a 
champion.” These are the inspirational words that 
senior Chris Flores lives by not only in sports, but 
also in life.

Flores knew ever since he was young that he had 
a natural ability in sports. He believes that the fu-
sion of his natural abilities, competitive nature, and 
cool-headed leadership skills have helped pave his 
path to victory over his four years at Niles North.

 In the last few years at  North, Flores has re-
ceived such honors as being elected captain of the 
boys’ track team and football team. He was also 
named all-conference his junior and senior year for 
both football and track, and was nominated for all-
state last year. With all of these accomplishments 
under his belt, Flores is still most proud of balanc-
ing being a conscientious student and fulfilling his 
dreams in sports.  

While Flores hopes to play wide receiver on the 
University of Illinois Champaign-Urbana’s football 
team in the future, at present, he remains perfectly 
content spending his free time with his girlfriend 
and eating his favorite Honey Comb cereal. 

Chris FloresNick Stavropoulos

Shayna AcanceDarcy Foreman

Will Ikeda

Kristen Gerage

For Will Ikeda, swimming is not just a winter 
sport--it’s an entire lifestyle.

 Ikeda’s first exposure to the water occurred 
as a young child.  By fifth grade, he was training 
competitively under his current coach, Seth Or-
love. During middle school, Ikeda cemented his 
current four-hour-a-day training regimen during 
the swimming season and summer.

 At North, Ikeda’s accomplishments have been 
nothing short of record-breaking. He received 
boys’ swimming’s MVP award for two straight 
years, was named all-conference for four consecu-
tive years, and placed in the top ten at state in the 
100 meter breakstroke for three years in a row.  

“A major part of who I am is because of swim-
ming,” said Ikeda, who credits the sport with 
building his self-confidence, perseverance, con-
centration, and humility.

“His motivation and determination are very 
inspiring,” added head boys’ coach Seth Orlove.

 Ikeda, a two-time All-American, plans to at-
tend UIC in the fall. Yet as Orlove declares, here 
at Niles North, Ikeda “leaves a legacy.”         

Since her freshman year, volleyball captain 
Shayna Acance has performed with great spirit 
and optimism with her other fellow teammates. 
She has consistently provided encouraging 
words of wisdom and shined a light on the team 
with her very positive attitude.

In her senior year, Acance was able to show 
her abilities as a captain. “Being a senior, your 
coach always encourages leadership. I think a 
lot of the players on the team looked up to me,” 
she said. “Being a part of the team just taught 
me how to be a leader.” 

Acance always believed in a deep connection 
with the rest of her teammates. “We were very 
close,” said Acance. “We always tried to do bet-
ter and wanted to do our best, especially because 
it was Toledo’s last year.”

“Shayna is a great player. She’s our setter 
which is pretty much our quarterback of the 
team as well as a really good defensive player,” 
commented physical welfare teacher and coach 
Ed Toledo. “I wish her the best. There’s no doubt 
the team will be looking for a player just like 
her next year.”

Outstanding Senior Athletes
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Most Intelligent Most Likely to Succeed

Biggest Flirt Class Clown

Most Memorable Personality Best Looking

Best Dressed

Most IndividualisticMost Memorable Teacher

Jupin Chacko Sophie Gaynor

Michelle CaplanChris Alicea

Pankaj Sharma

Vince Pine Lizabeth Hartnett

Jamie Sklena

Betsy Holman

Akhil Shah

Jupin Chacko Katie Rosman 

Mac White Meghan Wood

Nick Stavropoulos Jamie Sklena

Zahid Lohida Rachel Coleman

Michael Sladek Avi Cohen-McClelland

Ideal Future Parent




