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V-Show Blowout!
 
    Be sure to check out some 
great Variety Show pictures  
on page 12 and catch some 
of the winning acts and great 
performers!

Moment of Silence
Still Under Consideration

After school students enjoy sitting  on the couches in 
the main lobby talking to friends or waiting for rides.

Editor in Chief

Photo courtesy of  Trevor Garcia

Students lobby for right to stay after hours

 Niles North shows MRSA no mercy 

Last issue’s article re-
garding the Silent Reflection 
and Student Prayer Act gave 
incomplete information 
about the way it would be 
configured into the regular 
school day.

The article stated that the 
moment of silence was going 
to take place from 8:09 a.m. 
to 8:10 a.m. 

However, this is just one 
option to implement the act. 
District 219 is still consider-
ing the best method to ad-
dress this new legislation.
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By Katie Rosman
Managing Editor

By Carley Wigod
Focus Editor

After-school counselors change hours

 Niles North recently initi-
ated preventative measures 
against MRSA (methicillin-
resistant staphylococcus 
aureus), the “superbug” bac-
teria sweeping the nation. 

MRSA arose from staphy-
lococcus aureus, a common 
strain of bacteria present  in 
the nose, ears, and throat 
of approximately 30% of 
Americans. 

If  staphylococcus aureus 
enters the bloodstream, it 
can cause pimples or boils. 
These mild skin infections 
are commonly treated with 
antibiotics.

However, MRSA is highly 
resistant to most antibiot-
ics. Thus, what used to be 
a treatable infection could 
now prove fatal.  

In fact, according to the 
Chicago Tribune, MRSA 

killed more Americans in 
2005 than AIDS. 

A number of Chicago sub-
urbs, including Lincolnshire, 
Joliet, Huntley, Naperville, 
Schiller Park, and Wood-
stock, have reported stu-
dents diagnosed with MRSA 
infections. 

With the MRSA threat 
in such close proximity, the 
Niles North administration 
has embarked on a campaign 
to disinfect the school. 

“What we’re trying to do 
is be proactive, not just in 
terms of MRSA, but [dur-
ing] cold and flu season in 
general,” said assistant prin-
cipal Carl Hagman. “The best 
interests of Niles North fami-
lies, students, and staff is 
always first on our minds.”

The first safety precau-
tion involved the locker 
rooms. During Friday, Nov. 
2,  all students, athletes, 
and coaches were required 

By Akshita Siddula
Reporter

This year, just like the past 
years, has come with various 
problems pertaining to the 
front lobby. According to 
school rules, students are not 
permitted to remain in the 
lobby past 3:45 p.m. Security 
has been known to ask any 
students that break this rule 
to leave the building. 

Furthermore, students 
are not allowed to be in the 
building after hours un-
less they are participating 
in a sport or an extracur-
ricular activity. If they are 
seen roaming the hallways, 
they are asked by security 
to either leave or go back 
to where they are supposed 
to be. 

While some argue that  
the students have a right to 
stay in school, Principal Rob-
ert Freeman defends the dis-
trict rule. “We do this only to 
ensure the students’ safety. 
Part of our responsibility as a 
school is to watch over every 
child that walks through our 
doors,” said Freeman.

In his first year as prin-

cipal, Freeman bought new 
furniture for the lobby so 
students would have a place 
to stay while waiting for a 
ride. In his second year, he 
kept the IRC open until 6:00 
p.m. for the same reason. 

There are currently plans 
in motion to set up the Stu-
dent Commons as a place for 
students to stay while they 
wait. However, at this point 

A maintenance technician cleans the boys’ locker 
room in order to get rid of any traces of MRSA.

there are no extra security 
guards to supervise the stu-
dents, much less a budget 
with which to pay them. 

Students, however, seem 
to think differently. 

“We aren’t asking for 
much.  We just want a safe 
place to stay that is inside. 
School seems like the obvi-
ous choice,” said sophomore 
Jenny Chacko. 

Since this semester start-
ed,  guidance counselors Lee 
Milano and Beth Ross have 
been available to all students 
at 7:20 a.m. Previously, one 
or two counselors worked 
later hours, from 9:00 a.m. 
and 4:00 p.m., in order to 
accomodate more students, 
but it was felt that the  after-
school program was not be-
ing utilized.

According to the admin-
istration, this change will 
impact few students because 
any study hall, free period, 
or lunch can be used as a 
possible meeting time for 
students and counselors.

While this alteration in 
the counselor program has 
left many students feel-
ing angry and confused, 
Assistant Principal Lara 
Cummings is adamant that 
North counselors will go out 
of their way to help students 
who have schedule compli-
cations.

“I feel very strongly that 
the counselors here are flex-
ible and willing to accom-

modate students with all 
different types of schedules,” 
said Cummings.

Counselors may volunteer 
their own time after school 
to work with students that 
may have  complications that 
do not allow them to visit 
the counselor during school 
hours.

Student Association, how-
ever, is strongly against the 
change. According to Student 
Association president Rachel 
Gliebe, Student Association 
“told [Principal Freeman]  
that students had never been 
told they had such a program 
available to them, and if they 
brought it back for a trial pe-
riod after advertising to the 
student body, people would 
definitely use it.”

However,  Cummings 
maintains that the admin-
istration has listened to the 
students and has come up 
with the best possible solu-
tions for the entire Niles 
North student body.

“Any decision made in this 
department is to benefit the 
students,” said Cummings. 
“We are here to serve the 
students; that’s our job.”

to clean out their lockers. 
That weekend, custodians 
cleaned out all facilities with 
Virex-2, a premier disinfect-
ing soap solution.

The district also sent a 
letter home to all District 219  
families, informing them of 
MRSA’s danger. 

In the future, Niles North 
plans to “clean areas of com-
mon usage,” said Hagman, 
including keyboards in the 
IRC and desktops in class-
rooms. These areas of high 
traffic will be sanitized and 
powerwashed with Virex-2. 

In addition, Niles North 
will add dispensers of hand 
sanitizer and alcohol wipes 
to the weight room and fit-
ness center. 

However, “the best way 
to prevent MRSA is by fre-
quent handwashing with 
soap and water for 15-20 
seconds,” said school nurse 
Ellen Zagozdon. 

 School Chest Charity 
Announced

On Oct. 18, 2007, mem-
bers of WHO Club and 
Student Association chose 
Partners in Health (PIH) to 
become this year’s School 
Chest charity. 

PIH offers free education

and health care to the 
poor in developing countries, 
as well as a number of other 
services.

Additionally, PIH tries 
to make community service 
a community effort, where 
everyone can participate in  
creating a better world.
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amusing, stress-free, and fun 
to share with my friends.

As a sophomore, I was 
required to take the PLAN 
test, and after this somewhat 
draining morning, I was able 
to relax with teachers, of all 
people.

Ms. Adams lead an invigo-
rating cardio kick-boxing 
trek; I was drenched in sweat 
and felt my endorphins kick-
ing in by the end of the in-
tense workout. 

After this, Mr. Beeftink 
enlightened me on the fun 
that a GPS (a global position-
ing system, as I learned) can 
evoke. I had a crash course in 
geocaching, a treasure hunt 
involving the use of a GPS, a 
hobby sweeping the nation. 

Who knew that all these 

teachers actually lead in-
teresting lives outside of 
school! 

As for the next day of 
Trek, we were hosted in a 
bonding activity with our 
homerooms, and a poetry 
slam was lead by George 
Miller, a professional poet.

Of course, I would rather 
have been fast asleep at 
home, but these wishes were 
quickly erased by the legiti-
mately fun activities. I even 
talked to members of my 
homeroom whose names I 
didn’t even know before. It 
felt like I was part of a com-
munity, and who doesn’t 
like that? 

George Miller showed po-
etry in a new light—I learned  
that it can be eccentric, deli-

By Elyssa Cherney
Reporter

By Akshita Siddula
Reporter

TREKs prove to be a terribly tedious task
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cate, or just downright ran-
dom. He invited us to com-
pose our own poems and 
share them with our class-
mates. Time stood still and 
it was just the class of 2010 
sharing even deep thoughts 
with the rest of the grade. 
We were all comfortable in 
our own skin, not afraid of 
being judged by our peers, 
and the sense of community 
rushed over me again. 

If you were one of the 
hundred some kids who got 
called out on Trek Days, you 
missed out. Despite being 
school-organized and pre-
conceived of lame, these ac-
tivities revealed how talented 
the school staff is. Before 
Trek Days, did you know 
the wonders of orienteering 

Teacher TREKs  explore new perspectives 

By Olga Volozhina
Business Manager

In accordance with school 
rules, students must leave 
the building at 3:45 p.m. 
unless they are in an after-
school activity. If students 
are seen roaming the build-
ing or sitting in the lobby, 
they are consequently asked 
to leave.

In extreme weather condi-
tions,  it is completely unjust 
to force students to move 
outside or across the street to 
the mall to wait for delayed 
parents. Students come to 
school expecting to be al-
lowed to stay there. 

       

The first day of TREK 
consisted of taking arbitrary  
and unnecessary classes, 
followed by a second day of 
presentations and activities 
forcing teenagers to mingle. 
And all of this was scheduled 

When the administra-
tion removes them from the 
building, they could be con-
tributing to unsafe behavior 
that they spend a majority of 
their time to prevent.

Parents send their chil-
dren to school expecting 
them to be safe, but such 
strictness alienates wary 
parents and students. There 
have also been talks of trans-
forming the Student Com-
mons as a waiting area. 

While this may be a good 
compromise, the Student 
Commons is on the opposite 
side of the school and for 
students without cell phones, 
there will be no way for them 
to know if their parents have 
already come. 

The administration only 
wants students to be safe; 
however, such unaccommo-
dating situations are not the 
way to do it.

for a mandatory school day. 
After hours of intensive 

testing, with half the school 
taking either the PLAN or 
PSAT, most students’ brains 
were fried. Instead of going 
home and relaxing, we were 
required to stay in school and 
were forced to participate in 
useless activities. 

The creators of TREK 
(Teaching, Reflecting, Ex-
ploring, Knowing) faced 
many problems concerning 
organization, or the lack 
thereof. For instance, there 
was the Health Fair, in which 

half of the groups scheduled 
to come, never showed up the 
second day. It was a failed at-
tempt to educate and interest 
students, resulting in people 
merely standing around and 
chatting with friends.

With the exception of the 
poetry slam with George 
Miller, the other activities 
planned for the sophomores 
were simply juvenile. The 
school underestimated us 
and assumed they could keep 
high school students amused 
with simple presentations. 

If we are only coming 

to school to partake in dull 
activities and gossip with 
our friends, then why come 
at all? It would be so much 
more advantageous for ev-
eryone if we could have those 
two days off, and get the rest 
we all need. 

As students who not only 
attend school, but also have 
an overload of responsibili-
ties, we need all the rest we 
can get. 

These free days could have 
been used more productively 
for every grade. For instance, 
some seniors chose to spend 

their TREK days visiting col-
lege campuses and filling out 
applications, while others 
used their spare time to catch 
up on schoolwork. 

If we are not going to 
have class, there is no logical 
reason why we have to be at 
school at all. Many shared 
this idea, as hundreds of 
students were called out 
of school on the two TREK 
days. 

The school should either 
revert to the old split-sched-
ule, or better yet, give us all 
a much-needed break. 

When first informed about 
the new and upcoming Trek 
Days, I thought that Niles 
North was committing a 
lame attempt at creating a 
“hip” activity to keep up with 
the times. Like you, I was 
irked that I would not get 
extra sleep and instead be 
forced to participate in seem-
ingly dull school-organized 
programs. 

Surprisingly, experienc-
ing TREK turned out to be 

or the mechanisms of self-
defense? 

Even better was having  
teachers take  part in fun ac-
tivities and be able to educate 
us on subjects that actually 
grab our attention. We must 
realize that we are privileged 
to have such a talented com-
munity of faculty. And the 
best part about all this was 
that we students learned 
something new, something 
we didn’t need to do for 
homework, or know for an 
examination. We were at 
school, but there weren’t the 
usual and social pressures 
school provokes.

The word “trek” can be de-
fined as a journey. Trek Days 
were a voyage to newfound 
awareness. 

Lobby issues leave students bitter
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Generation ‘Z’ must rally to se-
cure future for next generation                

proposing this bill, consider-
ing that they vetoed a bill for 
health care previously, and 
the youth of America needs 
to be the one to initiate this. 

It is our generation that 
needs to  take a stand and 
influence the government 
decisions like we used to a 
generation ago during the 
Vietnam era. 

Due to this war, our coun-
try was driven into a massive 
debt that is still accumu-
lating to this day. Billions 
have been spent, digging us 
deeper into the mire that is 
Iraq and someone is going 
to have to pay for all these 
expenses, which will end up 
being us. 

On Monday, Oct. 22, 
the Bush administration 
approached Congress and 
asked for the approval to 
add nearly $46 billion to 
war spending, making the 
total for the budget year $192 
billion and the total for the 
war since March 2003 $650 
billion. 

The goverment needs to 
rethink its priorities after 

Don’t stay silent about the Silent 
Reflection and  Student Prayer Act

By Liz Hartnett 
Sports  Editor

Late wake-up call on early decision 

Brian Schwall              Jr.
“Are we even protesting? 
I don’t ever hear anything 
about it.”

Iqra Raja                       Fr.
“I feel that we should be 
more active because it affects 
our community.”

Calvin Nakprad           So.
“I just don’t think we can 
make a difference through 
protesting anyway.”

Elaina Dixon                 Sr.
“We are undervalued as it 
is and we need to make our 
opinion known.”

Today, there are nearly 
2,000 institutions of higher 
learning in the United States. 
Though colleges may vary 
drastically by region, size, 
cost, culture, and curricu-
lum, there is one statement 
all accredited American uni-
versities agree on: not to dis-
criminate based on religion, 
color or gender.

      
 

However, what about so-
cioeconomic status? The 
option to apply “early deci-
sion” is offered by many top 
tier universities, including 
Brown, Penn, Cornell, and 
Duke. Applying “early deci-
sion” involves submitting ap-
plications at an earlier date 
than the rest of the applicant  
school, and signing a binding 
commitment to attend the 
university if admitted.

Early decision is a great 
thing for universities. Ad-
missions officers can admit 
applicants without worrying 
if they will matriculate; as a 
bonus, their yield (the per-

centage of admitted students 
that decide to attend) drasti-
cally increases. 

Early decision also seems 
like a great thing for stu-
dents. Signing a binding 
contract to attend the school 
if admitted is the ultimate 
demonstration of an ap-
plicant’s allegiance to their 
dream university. 

Also, it’s no secret that 
colleges accept a larger per-
centage of early admission 
applicants. Princeton, for 
example, accepted 32% of its 
early applicant pool and only 
8.8% of its regular applicant 
pool for its class of 2008. 

However, there is one tiny 
flaw in this system: What 
about the students depen-
dent on financial aid? 

By applying early deci-
sion, students lose the op-
portunity to compare finan-
cial aid offers from different 
schools. Instead, they bind 
themselves to a university 
that therefore has little in-
centive to give them a gener-
ous financial aid package.

Unwilling to take the 
monetary risk, many high-
caliber students opt to ap-
ply regular decision--facing 
much fiercer competition for 
a limited number of spots.

“[Early decision] advan-
tages the advantaged,” said 
Harvard interim president 
Derek Bok. 

Starting this year, Har-
vard, Princeton, and the Uni-
versity of Virginia dropped 
their early decision programs 
in order to accomodate appli-
cants of all financial states. 

It’s great that three prom-
inent schools are finally re-
alizing that early decision’s 
prejudicial drawbacks. But 
other schools need to jump 
on the wagon as well. Last 
time I checked, college was 
supposed to be an equal op-
portunity process. 

Our generation, our chil-
dren, and our grandchildren, 
will end up paying for this 
mess. 

Therefore, we as a gen-
eration need to speak up. 
No matter what our opinions 
are, they need to be heard. 
As of now, we seem to be 
drifting along, leaving our 
future in the hands of un-
trustworthy officials.

If the youth of America  
wants to stop a future filled 
with excessive dues to the 
government and the eventual 
relinquishing of our deci-
sion making because of our 
inactivity, we need to say 
something now or forever 
hold our peace.

By Avi Cohen-McClelland
Guest Columnist

By Katie Rosman
Managing Editor

In October, the Illinois 
state legislature overrode 
a gubernatorial veto and 
amended the Silent Reflec-
tion and Student Prayer Act 
(SB1463), effectively turning 
their backs on the Constitu-
tion. 

Since 2002, the law has 
been worded: “In each public 
school classroom the teacher 
in charge may observe a brief 
period of silence,” allowing 
for optional participation. 
The amendment replaced 
“may” with “shall,” requiring 
all public schools to observe 
a daily “moment of silence.” 

Some “silent moment” 

laws have been ruled con-
stitutional, but civil rights 
attorney Gregory Kulich 
explains that SB1463 is dif-
ferent because it “injects 
religion into public schools” 
by mentioning the word 
“prayer.” Kulich is represent-
ing the plaintiffs in a lawsuit 
to overturn the act. 

The search for both free-
dom of religion and freedom 
from religion is what first 
brought people to the New 
World, and the First Amend-
ment solidified this freedom 
as law. 

In 1985, the Supreme 
Court declared a virtually 
identical Alabama law un-
constitutional, ruling that 
the First Amendment pro-
hibits any law that is “en-
tirely motivated by a purpose 
to advance religion.” 

Just the name of SB1463 
violates the Constitution. 
If the law isn’t about reli-

gion, why is the term ‘prayer’ 
used?

The moment of silence 
isn’t just a minor nuisance, 
but a threat to our civil lib-
erties. The law violates free-
dom of speech by forbidding 
students to talk during the 
moment, and a daily silence 
nullifies the significance of 
other silent moments, such 
as mourning 9/11. 

We are not protesting the 
Silent Reflection and Student 
Prayer Act to bash religion 
or make a fuss just for fun, 
but to protect religious, in-
tellectual, and educational 
freedom.

Ira Glasser said, “The 
notion of religious liberty 
is that you cannot be forced 
to participate in a religious 
ceremony that’s not of your 
choosing,” so how can any 
citizen let this law stand? 

Why are Niles North stu-
dents staying silent?
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I s  o u r  g e n e r a t i o n  t a k i n g 
a d v a n t a g e  o f  o u r  f r e e -
d o m  o f  s p e e c h  r i g h t s ?
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Feature
Lock-in reflects unity among athletics

Photo by Jenna Hartnett
Student athletes participated in team building activites at the 3rd annual 
Athletic Lock-in, which took place from Friday, Nov. 9 to Saturday Nov. 10.

By Whitney Vuong
Reporter

In past years the Niles 
North Theatre Department 
has been known for putting 
on successful racy, edgy, and 
sometimes controversial 
shows such as Equus, The 
Eight Reindeer Monologues, 
and most recently, Falset-
toland. 

Despite how well received 
these shows are, the depart-
ment also makes it a point to 

do more classic, but no less 
inventive, plays. The depart-
ment’s winter play, You Can’t 
Take It With You, falls into 
this category.

You Can’t Take It With 
You is a classic American 
romantic comedy written by 
famed playwrights Moss Hart 
and George S. Kaufman. Tim 
Ortmann, the director of the 
theatre department, will be 
directing the production.

“I love the play because 
it’s fast-paced, focusing more 

on the action and is less 
analytical than some of the 
other plays we’ve done,” 
said senior  Anna Goman, 
who plays the role of the 
Grand Duchess of Russia in 
the play.

The North theatre depart-
ment is hoping to incorpo-
rate their own spin on the 
Pulitzer-Prize-winning play, 
which deals with a couple, 
Alice Sycamore and Anthony 
Kirby Jr., and their journey 
through the dreaded “meet 

the parents” ordeal. In the 
play, Kirby Jr.’s traditional, 
wealthy family clashes with 
Alice’s eccentirc relatives.

In order to prepare for 
the play, the theatre cast and 
crew have been research-
ing the Depression era 
(late 1930s to early 1940s), 
which is when the story takes 
place. 

“I love the rehearsals for 
this play because they give 
me the opportunity to live 
and act in a completely dif-

ferent world,” said senior 
David Beller, another mem-
ber of the cast.

You Can’t Take It With 
You will open in the audi-
torium on Thursday, Nov. 
29 with a free community 
performance at 10:00 a.m. 
and will be followed with 
performances on Friday, 
Nov. 30 and Saturday, Dec. 
1, both at 7:00 p.m. 

For ticket information, 
please contact the Box Office 
at (847) 626-2122.

You Can’t Take It With You brings comedy to North

From Friday, Nov. 9 
through Saturday, Nov. 10, 
150 freshmen, sophomore, 
junior, and senior athletes 
participated in the 3rd an-
nual ALC Athletic Lock-In.

The event was planned 
by members of the Ath-
letic Leadership Council and 
sponsors Carol Herlocker 
and Patrick Steeno.

“The goal of this lock-in 
was to build unity, provide 
an opportunity for the stu-
dents to be motivated and 
inspired, and allow them to 
reflect what it means to be 
an athlete,” said director of 
athletics Karl Costello. 

The lock-in began at 6:30 
p.m. Students registered, 
received their T-shirts, 
and were assigned to small 
groups. 

 Following a quick ori-
entation, athletes enjoyed 
dinner together. According 
to Costello, this served as a 

time to “further develop a 
sense of unity among all the 
student athletes.”

This  year ’s  featured  

speaker was Andrea Metcalf, 
who hosts the morning fit-
ness program on NBC, Chan-
nel 5.  After her presentation, 

“students reflected on the 
speaker’s message and how it 
applied to their participation 
as Niles North athletes,” said 
Costello.

 While at the lock-in, stu-
dents were given many op-
portunities to take part in 
various activities. Dodgeball, 
volleyball, and basketball 
were among the numerous 
sports students could par-
ticipate in. Also, games such 
as badminton, soccer, air 
hockey, rockclimbing, and 
fuseball were all offered in 
the fieldhouse.

For students hoping to 
engage in non-athletic activi-
ties, board gamers and mov-
ies were also available in the 
Student Commons.

“The lock-in gave us ath-
letes a unique opportunity to 
come together,” said senior 
Michelle Caplan. 
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Niles North IMEA All-Stars!
Meet the students from the choir, orchestra, and band 

who qualified for the Illinois Music Educator’s 
Association District Festival! 

Senior David Beller 
discovered his passion 
for music in an unusual 
way: through theater. Af-
ter performing in several  
community musicals. in 
eighth grade Beller began 
taking vocal lessons, and 
the rest was history. At 
North, Beller has partici-
pated in both Vocal Jazz 
and choir for four years. 

Jonathan Levin has been 
singing all his life and be-
gan to take private vocal 
lessons at the age of eight.  
He sings in Vocal Jazz, as 
well as in chorale, the top 
choir, and also plays saxo-
phone . Though he does not 
plan on majoring in music, 
he hopes to sing in college 
and audition for one of 
their vocal ensembles. 

“Getting involved in 
music has given me  the 
opportunity to be cre-
ative,” says senior Ken-
zie Parry. Parry started 
taking vocal lessons in 
seventh grade, and has 
participated in Vocal 
Jazz for four years and 
choir for two. “Music 
gives me so  many goals, 
like IMEA, to strive for.” 

Senior Uriel Rotstein is 
a musical veteran; he has 
made IMEA for the past 
three years and all-state 
for the past two. For the 
eight years, Rotstein has 
also participated in Mid-
west Young Artists (MYA), 
an elite musical organiza-
tion. “Music is one of the 
most important things 
someone can learn.” 

 A flutist of five years, 
sophomore Ana Murillo 
has made IMEA three con-
secutive times. This year 
she  placed ninth chair. 
“I know I want to teach 
music [when I grow up]... 
as long as I’m a musician 
forever I’ll be okay.”  Right 
now she gives flute lessons 
and awaits a melodious 
future.

Uriel Rotstein Jonathan Levin David Beller Kenzie Parry

Brianna Nielson

When junior Brianna 
Nielson started bass in 
fourth grade, “It felt like 
a hole I never knew ex-
isted had been filled.” Seven 
years later, she plays bass 
in Symphonic Orches-
tra and Vocal Jazz; she’s 
played piano for 13 years 
as well. “Making IMEA is 
a great step to realize how 
much I’ve grown.” 

Eddie Sautel Matthew Skrzypczynski

For sophomore Mat-
thew Skrzypczynski, mu-
sic is a  way to connect 
with people. He has met 
some of his best friends 
through band.  Matt has 
played some sort of clari-
net since fourth grade 
and was f irst  chair  at 
IMEA last year. He hopes 
to become a band teacher 
one day. 

Music plays a huge 
role in Eddie Sautel’s life. 
For four years he has 
made IMEA; the sopho-
more also plays guitar, 
piano, and drums. He 
aspires to compose mu-
sic and play in a garage 
band. Sautel enjoys his 
instrument for one sim-
ple reason:  “Trombones 
own!” 

Daniel Kim Erin Egan

Dino Theodoropoulos

Kelly Leung

Although junior Daniel 
Kim has been singing since 
his childhood, it wasn’t 
until eighth grade that he  
realized his passion for 
music. Now in his second 
year in choir, Kim quali-
fied for IMEA on his first 
try. “What I love about 
singing is that you can do 
it wherever you want...all 
you need is your voice.” 

Ana  Mur i l l o 

For the third year in 
a row, Erin Egan, a vocal 
jazz and choir singer,  has 
recieved the honor making 
both IMEA and all-state. “I 
love being a part of choir, 
which has over 200 people, 
and vocal jazz, which has 
three people, because they 
give me the opportunity 
to sing with various other 
artists.”

Inspired by his par-
ents, senior Dino The-
odoropoulos has been a 
devoted trombone player 
for the past eight years.  
This year will be his first 
time making IMEA. He 
will play In the orchestra, 
which blends both strings 
and band instruments. 
In his eyes, “Trombone 
music is second only to 
Greek music!”

Lauren Smyth

In  her  f i rst  year  of 
mak ing IMEA,  French 
horn player Lauren Smyth 
was placed first chair. 
Lauren has played horn 
for seven years and hopes 
to continue with music  
after high school. “What 
other instrument lets you 
look into your belly and 
see a shiny upside down 
version of your face?”    

For senior Kelly Leung, 
the appeal of euphonium 
lies in its uncommon-
ness. Leung has played 
the instrument (a type of 
a miniature tuba) since 
fifth grade, and credits 
her peers as her source 
of musical inspiration. 
“Playing at IMEA is a 
great honor as well as a 
challenge. I’m excited.”   

The Illlinois Music Education Association (IMEA) is one of the largest Fine Arts 
education organizations in the state. Illinois is divided into nine separate districts; 
musicians from each section must audition in order to qualify for the prestigious 

IMEA District Festival. (From there, the top district performers go on to audition 
for all-state, which consolidates the nine different districts into one top ensemble.) 

Niles North is a part of the seventh district and thirteen Niles North students qual-
ified for this honor. Ranging from choir, to band, to orchestra, IMEA represents 

music’s best of the best.  
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brave African American high 
school students dared to walk 
into the front door of Central 
High, formerly a white-only 
school, to officially integrate 
the school.

While the Supreme Court 
officially ended public school 
segregation with the 1954 Su-
preme Court case of Brown 
vs. Board of Education, 
Little Rock wasn’t ready for 
the new students.

Arkansas Governor Orval 
Faubus ignored the law, 
and called in the Arkansas 

‘Little Rock Nine’ sends big message
It was 1957: Elvis had a 

hit single, soda fountains 
were in swing, and everyone 
was dancing at the hop. Un-
derneath the surface of what 
was known as the “Affluent 
Society,” lived a world where 
conformity trumped individ-
ualism, ignorance equaled 
bliss, and equal rights was an 
unheard of concept in Little 
Rock, Ark.

On Sep. 25, 1957, nine 

National Guard to prevent 
the students from entering 
the school. After the news 
of the “Little Rock Nine,” as 
they were called, appeared 
on television screens across 
the country, President Eisen-
hower forced a meeting with 
Faubus, and an agreement 
was reached to allow the stu-
dents in under the protection 
of the National Guard.

However, Faubus dis-
missed the troops, and the 
nine high school students 
were left to fend for them-

selves against an angry white 
mob. By noon, due to the 
rioting, the students were 
forced to leave school for 
their protection.

Eisenhower then brought 
the 101st Airborne Division 
paratroopers in, and the 
students were able to finish 
the year. 

The “Little Rock Nine” 
students still speak around 
the country, reminding 
Americans of the struggles 
faced by citizens during the 
Civil Rights Movement.

By Rebecca Rosman
Reporter
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A History of Violence: School brutality continues into the 21   century

Students are escorted out of school after 18-year-old Pekka Eric Auvinen brought 
a pistol to his school in Finland, killing five boys, two girls, and the principal. 

Finnish shooting shakes EuropeFinnish shooting shakes Europe

The second deadliest 
school shooting in United 
States history occurred at 
the University of Texas in 
Austin during the beginning 
of August 1966.

The perpetrator behind 
the shooting was 25-year-old 
ex-Marine Charles Whit-
man. The shooting resulted 
in 17 people killed and 31 
injured. 

Just after midnight, Whit-
man killed his mother and 
wife while they were asleep. 

The notes Whitman left 
beside their dead bodies 
indicated he killed them to 
spare them embarrassment 

for what he planned to do at 
the university. 

Later, he arrived at the 

University of Texas tower, 
a  307 foot monstrosity that 
served as a city landmark.

University of Texas student kills 17 during campus shooting
By Sana Fayyaz

Reporter

The first shot occurred at 
11:48 a.m. when Whitman 
shot the receptionist of the 
tower, and hid her behind 
a couch. All of his victims 
were random and he did not 
discriminate. 

After a 96 minute shoot-
ing spree from the 28th 
floor observation deck of the 
tower, Whitman was shot by 
local police officers Ramiro 
Martinez and Houston Mc-
Coy. 

After investigation, it 
was revealed that Whitman 
suffered from psychologi-
cal, marital, financial, and 
scholastic problems that 
may have contributed to his 
decision to proceed with the 
shooting. 

Photo courtesy of www.Austin.Metblogs.com

The shooting legacy continues, immortalized by such 
images , showing the devastation from decades ago.
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a warning or evacuation 
because authorities thought 
that the shooter had left 
campus. No one had even 
sensed danger until almost 
three hours later when the 
gunman went on a shooting 
rampage across campus. 

Victims were found ev-
erywhere, including a few 
classrooms where people 
were lined up against walls 
and shot. Among the dead 
bodies was the gunman, 
who had taken his own life. 
By the time police arrived at 
the scene, the act of violence 
had ceased. 

According to the New 
York Times, the Virginia 

Shooting scare at SuccessTech
On Wednesday, Oct. 10, 

2007 a 14-year-old student, 
Asa H. Coon, shot two stu-
dents, two teachers, and 
then shot and killed himself 
at SuccessTech Academy, 
his Cleveland, Ohio, high 
school.

The ordeal began when 
Coon, who was on his way 
out of the school’s bathroom, 
bumped into fellow student 
Michael Peek. Peek recipro-
cated by punching Coon in 
the face. In response to be-
ing hit, Coon took out one of 
the two .38 caliber revolvers 
he was armed with and shot 
Peek in the side.

Students then saw Coon 

.

continue to pace through 
three floors of the school, 
(which held the administra-
tive offices and classrooms) 
in pursuit of his teachers 
as they fled in search of re-
strooms, and classrooms in 
which   to hide. On the stair-
well, Coon shot 18-year-old 
Darnell Rodgers.

Coon managed to shoot 
one of his teachers in the 
back, and shot another in 
the chest. Police believe they 
were Coon’s anticipated tar-
gets. Both teachers are re-
portedly in still in stable con-
dition. Due to the fact that 
the victims were treated so 
quickly, their injuries were 
not life-threatening and doc-
tors expect full recoveries.

According to the school’s 

video surveillance, which 
managed to capture the 
whole incident, Coon even-
tually went into a classroon, 
momentarily gazed out of the 
window, and then shot and 
killed himself.

The school administration 
is still befuddled over how 
Coon was able to get into 
the school with ammunition 
and weaponry. Parents were 
deeply concerned that metal 
detectors at the school were 
not always in use. Parents 
have to go through a metal 
detector and present an I.D. 
card whenever they want to 
visit the school.

Perhaps if these safety 
precautions were always in 
use, Coon’s rampage would 
have been deterred.

By Barbara Stark
Ed-Op Editor

Monday, Apr. 16, 2007, 
was a devastating day for 
Virginia Tech University 
as 23-year-old Cho Seung-
Hui killed 32 people and 
wounded 17 others.

He was an intelligent stu-
dent, but his English teacher 
was concerned. Although 
she wasn’t specific,  she ex-
plained that his writing was 
incredibly disturbing.

There were two attacks 
that took place throughout 
the day. The first was when 
Seung-Hui killed two people 
in a dormitory at 7:15 a.m. 

The school never issued 

Tech tragedy was the “dead-
liest shooting rampage in 
American history.”

This event created a sense 
of insecurity for many par-
ents and students. 

Friday, Apr. 20 was de-
clared a day of mourning for 
Virginia Tech University. 
Students gathered in front 
of the War Memorial on 
campus and lit candles to 
pay their respects to their fel-
low students. The days were 
filled with prayers and tears. 
Students made their own 
memorial with messages to 
the ones they lost and flags 
were hung in their honor. 

Virginia Tech’s security  

also been much improved. 
Upgrades include a new 
emergency text-messag-
ing system for student cell 
phones, 24-hour locks at 
residence halls and new door 
handles, making it harder to 
chain doors shut. 

Since then, many other 
schools have also improved 
their security programs. In 
one year, 10% of all public 
schools had one or more vio-
lent crimes alone. This can 
be caused by various things 
including: access to weap-
ons and unhealthy school 
environments. After all, the 
last place people want to feel 
unsafe is at school.

 Virginia Tech shooting causes insecurity
By Emily Shulmanovich

Reporter
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A History of Violence: School brutality continues into the 21   centuryst

Students are escorted out of school after 18-year-old Pekka Eric Auvinen brought 
a pistol to his school in Finland, killing five boys, two girls, and the principal. 

Photo courtesy of MSNBC
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The Sparrow never takes flight

mixes, pumpkin and spices 
with whisk until blended. 
Stir in 1 ½ cups whipped 
topping. Spread into crust. 
Top with remaining whipped 
topping.

Refrigerate for one hour. 
Top with pecans and drizzle 
remaining caramel with 
fork. Store leftovers in re-
frigerator. 

Cranberry Almond 
Gorp

Ingredients:
3/4 stick unsalted but-

ter 
1/2 cup packed light 

brown sugar 

New Spears album fades to black

Treats take over Thanksgiving table
By  Sumaya Noush

Reporter

By Rebecca Rosman
Accent Editor

By Gabrielle Belavsky
Ed-Op Editor

Photo courtesy of Margie Korshak Inc.

By Alyssa Goldman
Accent Editor

Emily Book, played by Carolyn Defrin (shown above, 
center), is seen causing chaos with her magical 
powers that thoroughly bewilders her classmates.

1 un-baked deep-dish 
(9-inch) pie shell 
1 1/4 cups chopped pecans

Preheat oven to 350 
degrees F.
Combine all topping 
ingredients in a medium 
bowl. Set aside.
     In a medium bowl, 
mix cream cheese, sugar, 
salt, vanilla, and egg until 
combined. Pour into pie 
shell. Top with chopped 
pecans. Pour topping 
over pecans. Bake for 45 
minutes. Serve warm or at 
room temperature. 

Turtle Pumpkin Pie
Ingredients:
¼ cup plus 2 tbsp. cara-

mel topping, divided
1 HONEY MAID graham 

pie crust (6 oz.)
½ cup plus 2 Tbsp. pecan 

pieces, divided 
1 cup cold milk
2 pkg. of vanilla flavor 

instant pudding and pie 
filling

1 cup canned pumpkin
1 tsp. ground cinnamon 
½ tsp. ground nutmeg
1 tub (8 oz.) whipped top-

ping, thawed, divided
Pour ¼ cup caramel top-

ping into crust; sprinkles 
with ½ cup pecans.

Beat milk, dry pudding 

Thanksgiving dinner 
showcases cuisine that is 
more than appetizing; it’s 
delectable. 

However, after the turkey 
has been devoured, and the 
good china is put back into 
the appropriate place, the 
preposterous  idea of dessert 
somehow creeps into one’s 
mind. 

Even though the idea of 
chewing another morsel of 
food somehow seems impos-
sible, the dessert table is still 
appealing and a little sample 
of everything may not be so 
bad. 

This Thanksgiving, en-
joy three untraditional, yet 
mouth-watering desserts, 
courtesy of Food Network 
Kitchens™, that will surely 
be worth the effort of walking 
to the dessert table. 

  
Mystery Pecan Pie
Topping: 
3 eggs 
1/4 cup sugar 
1 cup light corn syrup 
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
1 (8-ounce) package cream 
cheese, room temperature 
1/3 cup sugar 
1/4 teaspoon salt 
1 teaspoon vanilla extract 
1 egg 

1 tablespoon maple syr-
up 

1 teaspoon ground cin-
namon 

2 teaspoons pumpkin pie 
spice 

1 1/2 cups dried cranber-
ries 

1 1/2 cups slivered al-
monds 

1 1/2 cups trail mix 
1 1/2 cups pretzel nuggets, 

lightly salted
Preheat oven to 350 de-

grees F°. Melt butter, brown 
sugar, and maple syrup in 
large pot over medium heat.  
Stir in cinnamon and pump-
kin pie spice. Add cranber-

ries, almonds, and trail mix 
and stir to combine. Once 
ingredients are all combined 
add pretzels and stir in. 

S p r e a d  m i x t u r e  o n 
greased cookie sheet. Bake 
20 minutes or until mix-
ture is crunchy and lightly 
browned.

 North Star wishes all 
of Niles North a safe and 
exciting Thanksgiving holi-
day filled with peace and 
joy, as well as a full and 
satisfied stomach. But don’t 
overdo it, make sure to save 
some room for the December 
feasts when the dish portions 
tend be overwhelming. 

On Tuesday, Oct. 30, 
Britney Spears’ new album, 
Blackout, was released and 
although it was highly antici-
pated, it was, to say the least, 
a disappointment.

Much like her current sin-
gle, “Gimme More,” Spears’ 
album lacked any substance 
and any talent. Blackout 
seemed to be directed at her 
original fanbase; the eight- 
year- old girls who sang and 
danced along to “Baby One 
More Time” and “Oops, I 
Did It Again” are now 18-
year-old girls who can go to 
clubs and dance to “Gimme 
More” and her next single, 
“Radar.” For their purpose, 
these songs are good, but not 
because of the vocal quality 
or depth of the songs. 

Instead, Spears can thank 
her technical team for creat-
ing sufficient beats to dance 
to, as they are all that’s good 
on the album. 

Blackout is a completely 
monotone album with songs 
that blend together to create 
an electronic mess, and it 
would hardly be acceptable 
for a new artist to release, let 
alone an established musi-
cian like Spears. 

There are only two songs 
that stand out, “Heaven on 

Earth,” which only stands 
out because it sounds like it 
was left over from the early 
90s.  “Ooh Ooh Baby,” which 
is the catchiest song on the 
album, and should have been 
the single, had Spears mar-
keted herself correctly.

Spears’ musical talent 
seems to have regressed over 
the years since the release of 
her first album, “...Baby One 
More Time” when she shot 
into pop superfame. 

Her career skyrocketed 
even more after her second 
album, “Oops, I Did it Again” 
and her single, which held 
the same title as the album.

Afterwards she disap-
peared and re-emerged with 
a sexy new look and a sexy 
new single, “Slave 4 U,” and 
followed that up with anoth-
er album, “In the Zone,” and 
another single, “Toxic.”

After that her career went 
down, not so much because 
of her mediocre music that 
followed these hits, but due 
to her very public personal 
life and the poor choices she 
made that changed her im-
age forever.

Blackout blends together 
into one, electronic, static-y 
mess and instead of leaving 
Spears fans with a sense of 
fullfillment, they are instead 
left with a bad headache. 

The Thanksgiving dessert table features various tempting desserts that are 
worth the actual trip to the table and the excess weight gained from the holiday. 
Take your time selecting samples and enjoy the dynamic flavors available.

Photo courtesy of www.Respublica.com 

Making its debut at the 
Apollo Theater this past 
month, “The Sparrow” is an 
original piece developed by 
the creative minds of Chris 
Mathews, Nathan Allen, and 
Jake Minton. 

The story begins when 
protagonist Emily Book re-
turns to her hometown of 
Spring Farm, Ill., 10 years 
after a tragic accident killed 
all of the members of her sec-
ond grade class. Emily has 
superpowers, one of them 
being the ability to fly; how-
ever, she tries to suppress 
them. No matter how hard 
she tries, her emotions get a 
hold on her and her powers 
go haywire. 

And that is not the only 
thing about the play that is 
haywire; the confusing plot 
and unusual stage directing 
makes this storyline very 
hard to follow.

The writers wrote the 
script as if it were a film.

 “We just wrote a script 
with key story points and the 
cast just threw a bucket of 
ideas on the table as to how 
to show the scene,” said co-
writer Chris Mathews.

One of the unique ele-

ments of the play is that it 
intertwines music and dance 
sequences into the storyline. 
And while the music was ac-
tually quite good, the musical 
numbers don’t fit well with 
the topic of the play.

For example, when Emily 
is supposed to be flying when 
she is in a ballet routine with 
the rest of the cast, this scene 
confuses the audience as to 
what is taking place.

The cast made the most 
out of the limited amount of 
space they had. Right at the 
beginning of the play, the 
cast members told the audi-
ence to get involved as much 
as possible. For instance, 

the audience was supposed 
to cheer for the Sparrows 
during a mock basketball 
game. 

  The comfortable atmo-
sphere transports the audi-
ence from the small theater 
in Wrigleyville to the rustic 
corn fields of Spring Farm, 
Ill.

After a dark ending, very 
little is resolved and the town 
still is having difficulties with 
the issue of forgiveness.  The 
tragedy that happened 10 
years prior still looms over 
the townspeople’s heads. But 
what really can’t be forgiven 
is the two hours spent watch-
ing “The Sparrow.”
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Patrons dine at  the Pine Yard for  their 
delectable dishes of authentic Chinese food. 

Pine Yard serves up delicious food
By  Carley Wigod

Focus Editor

Photo by Alyssa Goldman

American Gangster violently entertains
soldiers. Russell Crowe stars 
as the man trying to stop 
Lucas. Josh Brolin plays a 
nasty crooked cop, and Cuba 
Gooding Jr. manages to land  
himself a small role as rival 
drug dealer Nicky Barnes.

Technically, the movie 
is well done. The acting is 
top notch from the leads 
on down, the camerawork 
is excellent, the script is 
well written, the directing is 
great, and even the musical 
selection was brilliant.

American Gangster is a 
great character study, and  
does a good job dealing with 

By  Jon Goncalves 
Reporter 

Evanston has long been 
considered a hot spot for 
North students, offering 
a wide variety of food and 
fun without the hassle and 
costliness of Chicago. In the 
heart of this eccentric town, I 
found a little restaurant with 
excellent food.   

Pine Yard Restaurant, 
located at 1033 Davis St., 
serves up a large menu of 
Szechwan and Cantonese 
dishes for moderate prices. 
With the majority of dinner 
entrees between $8.25 and 
$12.95, Pine Yard has large 
portions without the extra 
grease commonly found at 
other Chinese restaurants.

While the menu is by no 
means vegetarian, Pine Yard 

did offer several meatless 
options worth trying. For 
an appetizer, I ordered the 
Fried To-Fu with Ginger 
Sauce ($4.25). The thick 
coating on the tofu was not 
what I expected and seemed 
over-cooked, but the ginger 
sauce was extremely good 
and made up for the well-
done tofu.

Sharing with two friends, 
the main course of our meal 
consisted of Sautéed Szech-
wan Spicy Broccoli in Garlic 
Flavor Sauce ($8.75), Veg-
etable Chow Mein ($8.75), 
and Vegetable Fried Rice 
($7.75). 

By far the best dish was 
the Chow Mein, which had a 
strong flavor and some fresh-
ly cooked vegetables mixed 
in. The light texture of the 

fried rice was a nice change 
from the heavy, greasy fried 
rice typically made by Chi-
nese restaurants, making it 
another favorite amongst 
our group. 

Following suit, the Szech-
wan Spicy Broccoli also had 
a nice flavor to it; however, it 
was not at all spicy, explicitly 
mentioned by the pepper 
visual on the menu.

Even with three people, 
we did not manage to finish 
our entire meal and ended up 
taking some leftovers home. 
The large portions seem to 
explain the higher prices. 
Knowing this I will probably 
share an entrée with some-
one during my next visit to 
Pine Yard. 

The only complaint I have 
about my meal was that the 

restaurant seemed under-
staffed and it took awhile 
to get our food or the wait 
staff’s attention. 

Although at first hesitant 
at the price of food and lim-

ited vegetarian selection, I 
found Pine Yard an excellent 
choice for high-quality, low-
grease dining where the food 
is good and no one leaves 
hungry. 

American Gangster has 
a simple premise: make a 
name for yourself; this is 
America. All that matters 
is how willing you are to do 
whatever it takes. Do you 
want to be a somebody or a 
nobody?

Directed by Ridley Scott, 
American Gangster tells the 
story of Frank Lucas (Den-
zel Washington), a Harlem 
heroin dealer, who in the late 
sixties and early seventies, 
smuggled the drug directly 
from Vietnam in coffins of 

such themes as honesty and 
integrity.

The film stumbles a bit; 
at times it tries to hammer 
certain themes in way too 
much.

The movie makes a point 
to juxtapose the two main 
characters, but there are 
scenes in which the story 
comes to a complete halt 
so  that some of their differ-
ences can be spoon fed to the 
audience.

Yet, at other times it 
doesn’t go deep enough.  
While the film did into cer-
tain history aspects, includ-

ing the end of the civil rights 
movement, it barely touched 
the surface of others, such as 
the Vietnam War and how 
the story related to it.

Don’t go in expecting 
Scarface. Scarface is an 
over-the-top and unrealis-
tic movie that revels  in its  
outrageousness. American 
Gangster is the opposite of 
that. 

The only thing these films 
have in common is the gang-
ster genre.

The film does romanticize 
the life of Frank Lucas to an 
extent, but it serves to fur-

ther develop and illustrate 
his character. Nowhere does 
the movie glorify  murder or 
drug trafficking.

One thing that can’t go 
without a mention is how 
the movie references The 
French Connection every 10 
seconds. A character even 
mentions the movie at one 
point.

This film is rated R for a 
reason. If you’re offended 
by violence, nudity, coarse 
language, or drug use, don’t 
see it.  If you’re not (and are 
old enough), then go ahead 
and watch it.
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New basketball coach, new program
By Sumaya Noush

Reporter

Photo by  Jenna Hartnett

S p o t l i g h t :                                     Mohammad Siddiqui

“The girls came up with a 
great idea of a little sister-big 
sister program that would be 
encouraged throughout the 
season,” said Paxson. 

 Paxson believes that to 
become a good basketball 
player, one must be a well 
rounded.

“I believe that in order 

In his first season of cross 
country, senior Mohammad 
Siddiqui received an All-
Conference and Regional 
title.  

“We set high goals for this 
season, but Mohammad ex-
ceeded those expectations,” 
said English teacher and 
head of Boys’ Cross Country, 
Daniel Horyn.  

Not only is Siddiqui one 
of the top runners, but he 
had a large challenge to 
overcome: running during 
Ramadan.  

For a month, he would 
have to run in meets and in 
practice without eating or 
drinking for the entire day.  

“The first week of Rama-
dan was very tough.  I would 
go to sleep tired, wake up 
tired.  But in the long run 
I believe that Ramadan 
helped my running,” said 
Siddiqui.  

Even during Ramadan, 
Siddiqui remained one of 
the top runners on varsity.  
His first meet after Ramadan 

was Conference.  
His time for the three mile 

race dropped nearly a min-
ute.  He went from a 16:40 
to a 15:50, and received elev-
enth place in Conference.  

Also, he is the first person 
in two years to make section-
als, and the first person 
on the team to 
break 1 6 
min- u t e s 
f o r three 

miles.  Coach Horyn was 
very pleased with Siddiqui’s 
progression.  

“It opens up the under 
classmen, to show them that 
it is attainable to break 16 
and make sectionals,” said 
Horyn.  

Siddiqui placed 42nd at 
sectionals with a time of 
16:10.  Although Siddiqui 
did not make state, the team 
went down the first week-

Seasoned basketball coach 
and English teacher Dan 
Paxson has some big shoes 
to fill. In his first year at 
North, Paxson hopes to in-
augurate a new era with the 
girls’ basketball program. 
      Paxson has an impressive 
resume,  yet he lacks one 
area of expertise. He has a 
slight disadvantage coming 
into this program since he 
has never formally coached 
a girls’ basketball team.

“I’ve been around bas-
ketball all my life. I coached 
my sisters a bit throughout 
the course of their careers, 
I pay attention to both types 
of play [girls and guys], and 
honestly, the game still re-
volves around the same x’s 
and o’s,” he said.

However, before this win-
ter season arrived, Paxson 
and the girls participated  in 
a three-week summer camp 
program, which introduced 
the coach to the division of 
play that the girls would be 
up against this season.

“I have looked forward 
for this season for some time 
and honestly can’t wait to get 
started and work on having a 
successful season. I had three 
weeks of summer league with 
the girls and within those 
three weeks, I consistently 
got more anxious for the 
actual season and couldn’t 

wait to start the competition 
within our conference.” said 
Paxson.

Paxson and the girls have 
some very high hopes for this 
season. They intend on be-
coming a competitive varsity 
team as well as assembling 
a strong foundation for the 
future of the program. 

end in November, as a team 
bonding event and to encour-
age them to look forward to 
the upcoming season.  Sid-
diqui is considering  continu-
ing to run in college, but it is 
not a priority.  

“If I could run in college, 
that would be a plus, but I’ll 
see what happens,” he said  

For now, Siddiqui is look-
ing forward to the upcoming 
track season, where he will 
run the two mile race.  

Because Siddiqui had 
such a successful year on 
cross country, Coach Horyn 
hopes that momentum will 
carry over to track.  

And he hopes that Sid-
diqui, will break 10 minutes 
in the two mile race, as he 
accomplished his goal of 
breaking 16 minutes in the 
three mile race.  

Although this is Siddiqui’s 
first and last year on Boys’ 
Cross Country, Horyn is op-
timistic for the performance 
of the team for upcoming 
year.  

“We have a young team 
and are losing only two se-
niors,” said Horyn.  

to have a great varsity team 
and program, weightlifting 
should be in our diet regu-
larly in order to work on indi-
vidual progression as well as 
a team progression. Overall, 
I promise to do my best to 
create a program that Niles 
North will be proud of,”  said 
Paxson.

Among various other goals 
that Paxson hopes to achieve, 
the biggest one is to have the 
girls improve on their game 
as a whole and, with a little 
practice and faith, a shot at 
the state title might be in 
their grasp.  

“Our team has the capabil-
ity of being  great. We need to 
build off of our achievements 
from last year and take it  to 
the next level,” said junior 
Nicole Valente. 

Returning seniors this 
year include Prina Bagia, Ali-
son  Musur, Molly Goldstein, 
Colleen Kaferly, Rachel Cole-
man, Darcy Foreman and 
Jamie Skelena. The varsity 
team welcomes two return-
ing  juniors as well as five 
new juniors.

Besides Paxson join-
ing the coaching staff, Sam 
Smith, the boy’s varsity foot-
ball coach, has become a 
basketball coach. Michael 
Swiatkiewicz has also joined 
the coaching staff as the 
freshmen B team coach. 
Returning coaches include 
Dan Casey, who coaches the 
sophomore level. Heather 
Fitzgerald is coaching at the 
freshman A level.

Come and support Paxson 
and the Lady Vikings  as they 
host the Somebody’s Hero 
Thanksgiving Basketball 
Tournament on Saturday,  
Nov. 17. The Somebody’s 
Hero charity raises funds for 
leukemia research. 

By Linda Song
Sports Editor

Head girls’ varsity basketball coach, Dan Paxson, advises the team 
on key strategies and tactics.  Their  next game is Friday, Nov. 16.  
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Chicago joins 2016 Summer Olympic race

Image courtesy of  Chicago 2016

This is a drawing of the proposed main arena that would be built if Chicago 
is chosen as the host of the 2016 Summer Olympics, in Washington Park.  

By Liz Hartnett
Sports Editor

Spotlight on Anastasia Dabiza

Breaking a toe before any 
sort of sporting event can be 
traumatic and would cause 
any athlete to sit out. Break-
ing a toe and participating in 
a sporting event consti-
tutes  the element that 
legends are made of. 

Junior Anasta-
sia Dabiza has been 
someone to watch 
in tennis since her 
freshman year and re-
mains so.  Her coach, 
social studies teacher 
John Amaro, states 
that, “[Anastasia] 
competes with fury” 
and is, “obviously 
not on the court to 
make friends.” With 
a singles record of 
10-1 and a doubles 
record of 3-1, her fury 
and purpose on the courts is 
quite apparent.

Dabiza has also left an im-
pression on tennis at Niles 
North.  At her second time at 
state, where she competed in 

nine matches in one day, she 
ended her season at a higher 
rank than any female singles 
player ever at Niles North, 
ranking in the top 40 players 
in the state. 

She placed third in doubles 
at conference and second in 
sectionals against top ranked 

teams l ike  Ne w 
Trier and 
Loyola. 

In addi-
tion, she 

was also one victory away 
from receiving an All-
State title.  

When asked about 
how tennis makes her 
feel, Dabiza replied, “It 
[tennis] gives me more 
confidence,” and that 
the sport, “gives me 
power.” 

She credits the  team 
supporting her in mak-
ing it as far as she did 

and has hopes of playing in 
college. 

Amaro believes that with 
improvement in her weak 
spots, Dabiza will have a 
“good senior year.” 

By Whitney Vuong
Reporter

Chicago, which has never 
hosted the Olympic Games,  
has joined the race against 
several other cities for the 
2016 Summer Olympics.

The other candidates  in-
clude Madrid (Spain), Prague 
(Denmark), Rome (Italy), 
Rio de Janeiro (Brazil), Doha 
(Qatar),  Baku (Azerbaijan) 
and Tokyo (Japan).

The final selection from 
among these candidates will 
be made on Oct. 2, 2009 in 
Copenhagen, Denmark.

U.S. cities such as Hous-
ton, Philadelphia, San Fran-
cisco, and Los Angeles were 
eliminated earlier in the 
bidding process. 

Chicago, with its world-
class architecture, extensive 
transportation system, and 
central geographic location, 
was chosen as the U.S. ap-
plication city by the United 
States Olympic Committee 
on April 14, 2007. 

The Chicago Transit Au-
thority offers a large network 
of buses, making commuting  
readily available for athletes 
and tourists. The two air-
ports in the city, Midway 
and O’Hare, will also make 
transportation to and from 
the city easy.

Chicago has proposed to 
build a $1.1 billion Olympic 
Village along the Lakefront 
to accommodate the athletes. 

This will provide housing for 
about 17,000 athletes and 
officials.

In addition to this, Chica-
go plans to build a $366 mil-
lion stadium in Washington 
Park located on Chicago’s 
South Side. It will be able to 
seat 80,000 people. 

This stadium will host 
the opening and closing 
ceremonies as well as the 

track and field events. After 
the Games, the stadium will 
be converted to a 5,000 seat 
amphitheatre.

Although Chicago does 
not have an Olympic stadi-
um, the city has a great deal 
of existing venues. 

They include Soldier 
Field, United Center, All-
state Arena, Wrigley Field, 
Toyota Park, and U.S. Cel-

lular Field.
Most beach and water 

events will take place at Navy 
Pier and lakefront along 
Navy Pier. 

 McCormick Place, also 
known as the world’s second 
largest convention center, 
will host indoor events such 
as volleyball, weightlifting, 
wrestling, judo, fencing, 
taekwondo, table tennis, 

and badminton. Boxing will 
be held at the University of 
Illinois at Chicago Pavilion 
while basketball and gym-
nastics will take place at the 
United Center.

In the past, Chicago was 
the first city chosen by the 
International Olympic Com-
mittee to stage the 1904 Sum-
mer Olympics. 

However, it was switched 
to St. Louis to coincide with 
the St. Louis World’s Fair. 

The Chicago Star, the city’s 
2016 Olympic logo, was re-
leased on Sep. 19, 2007. Each 
of the six points of the star 
represents values that  both 
the Olympic Movement and 
Chicago share. 

The points stand for Hope, 
Respect, Harmony, Friend-
ship, Excellence, and Cel-
ebration.

Moreover, the Olympic 
Games will bring benefits 
to  the city of  Chicago. The 
construction of the new ven-
ues will create more jobs for 
Chicagoans. 

Tourists and athletes from 
around the world will dine 
and stay in Chicago’s res-
taurants and hotels, making 
more opportunities for busi-
ness.

The Games will also give 
Chicago a chance to see the 
best athletes in the world 
compete as well as giving 
Chicago the chance to display 
its charismatic community to 
the world. 

Sport Number of Losses

Girl’s Volleyball

Boy’s Cross Country

Girl’s Cross Country

Girl’s Swimming
   6th in Conference 

       21

             5

            10

                            Review of Fall Sports

      11

            5           2

Football

Golf

      5th in Conference 

Boy’s Soccer 
     5Girl’s Tennis

         8

         
8  

          15

              2

           4

Number of Wins
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On Friday, Nov. 2, Niles 
North held the annual Variety 
Show hosted by the junior and 
senior class boards. This year’s 
theme was Friday Night Live.

Performances included sing-
ing, dancing, rock music, a rap 
act, and more.

First-place winners Decem-
ber Richardson and Raveyn 
Willis, pictured at top left and 
right, respectively, performed 
a rendition of “Stand Up for 
Love” by Destiny’s Child in 
honor of the Jena Six.

Second-place winner Re-
becca Moody, no stranger to the 
Variety Show, wowed the audi-
ence with “How Do I Live With-
out You” by LeAnn Rimes.

The third-place winner was 

V-Show rocks out

Photos courtesy of Jon Durr and Rachel  Ariaz

a band named “Compilation” 
featuring seniors John Hickey, 
Jupin Chacko, and Charlie 
Stiernberg; juniors Dan Kore-
nevsky and Jeff deBettencourt, 
and sophomore Joe Betz. They 
had a unique quality to their 
sound: trumpet and saxophone 
players.

Junior class board treasurer 
Sam Segal dressed up as Borat 
and performed a Kazakh tune, 
senior class board treasurer 
Vivek Patel belted out the Niles 
North spirit song, and senior 
class board president Saad 
Hashmi entertained as a cross-
dresser lip-synching the song 
“My Heart Will Go On” by Ce-
line Dion in a mock “American 
Idol” skit.


