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Check out the Academy 
Awards Prognostications!

 
Who’s going to take home 
the gold? Our critic reveals 
detailed Oscar predictions 
for this year’s outstanding 

nominations on page 8!

Niles North Receives 
Silver Medal

Kyle Finnegan and other students play  classic 
games programmed  by the AP Computer Science 
class, a course introduced to North just this year. 

Editor in Chief

District 219 named 
“Rookie of the Year”

By Barbara Stark
Ed-Op Editor

Photo by David Kohn

New classes spice up North’s curriculum

Assembly salutes student service

Niles North High School 
has received a Silver Medal 
from the national publica-
tion, U.S. News & World Re-
port for its first annual Amer-
ica’s Best High Schools.

North was judged under 

categories such as standard-
ized test performance, pro-
ficiency rates of students, 
and offering a college ready 
curriculum.

North was placed in the 
top three percent of the 
schools considered for this 
lineup.

Students from Niles North 
and Niles West took the ini-
tiative to raise money for 
2007’s Relay for Life event. 
After raising the most mon-
ey, $69,850, the American 
Cancer Society gave District 

219 the “Rookie of the Year” 
award.

The award was presented 
at the Illinois Division Relay 
for Life Youth Summit. West 
students Robyn Besana, 
Jeanne Thai, and Aatifa 
Sadiq accepted the award 
on behalf of District 219.
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By Lia Velitchkova
Reporter

By Sumaya Noush
Reporter

The Make a Difference As-
sembly, which took place on 
Monday, Feb. 11, spotlighted 
student clubs and organiza-
tions within Niles North and 
District 219. The assembly 
showcased what students, 
teachers, and staff are doing 
to help out the community 
and raise money for worthy 
causes.  

Although the assembly 
was postponed due to the 
snow day on Friday, Feb. 1, 
it was promptly rescheduled 
and went according to plan. 

Occuring biannually, this 
assembly made its debut just 
two years ago. Therefore, 
freshmen and sophomores 
were able to experience their 
first taste of the assembly in 
2008. 

Originally, the assembly 
started as a way to promote 
Relay for Life, an event in 

June that raises funds for 
cancer research. 

Yet, after various clubs 
expressed enthusiasm to 
participate, “we opened it up 
to everybody,” said Director 
of Student Activities Kevin 

Monahan. 
Together, the entire school 

enjoyed performances, 
speeches, and presentations 
from school clubs such as 
Student Association, Green 
Squad, Voices, Latino Club, 

Dance Marathon Committee, 
and W.H.O. Club. 

Monahan stressed that 
the main goal of the assem-
bly was to unite the student 
body in supporting School 
Chest and their sponsored 

charity, Partners in Health. 
However, the assembly’s  

unique spotlight on school 
activism also allowed mem-
bers of Niles North to ac-
knowledge the efforts of 
their peers, and to find new 
ways in which they them-
selves could participate. 

In the words of freshman 
Breanna Bartlett, “Niles 
North needs to have more 
assemblies like these. This 
wasn’t just an excuse to skip 
class; it makes you think, 
and helps you realize what 
you can be doing for the 
world. There is no doubt that 
this assembly conveyed the 
right message.”

Just as sports are recog-
nized during pep assemblies, 
and various cultures are 
recognized during Interna-
tional Night, this assembly 
highlighted the efforts of 
students raising awareness, 
money, and making a differ-
ence in the community.

Based upon requests from 
the Curriculum Standards 
for School Improvement 
Committee (CSSI), which 
is comprised of students, 
school staff, parents, and 
school administrators, eight 
new courses for District 219 
will be offered for the 2008-
2009 school year.

Ceramics, Guitar En-
semble, Mandarin Chinese, 
Digital Photography II, and 
Modern African and Latin 
American History: A Com-
parative Study will be of-
fered to all students, as well 
as honors level Percussion 
Techniques and AP Intro-
duction to Engineering De-
sign and AP Music Theory. 

According to Principal 
Robert Freeman, these new 
classes are a way to institute 
fresh ideas and progressive 
trends into Niles North. “I 
never want the curriculum 
to be stagnant; I want to 
prepare the students for the 
future,” said Freeman.

Since many of the new 
courses are electives, which 

are already plentiful at Niles 
North, a rotation of the elec-
tives will be instated each 
year. “This year, there will 
be at least 15-20 students in 
each class,” explained As-
sistant Principal Lara Cum-
mings.

As a result of the new 
classes, the school will re-
quire more resources, such 
as additional faculty mem-

bers. For example, a new 
teacher for the Mandarin 
Chinese class will be hired if 
enrollment is high enough.

These extra expenses are 
not an issue for Freeman, 
because he believes, “[The 
school board] wants our 
students to be challenged 
with classes that are fun, 
interesting, and something 
to be passionate about.” 

The Illinois state govern-
ment has recently passed a 
number of strict laws that 
target the hazards  of teenage 
driving.  

 Effective Tuesday, Jan. 
8, the state issued various 
requirements that need to 
be met in order for one to 
obtain as well as maintain a 
drivers license. 

One of the most contro-
versial requirement reforms 
is the increase in the number 
of hours of driving training 
under an instructor.  

Even though this is an im-
portant factor in minimizing 
car crashes, District 219 has 
had a hard time conforming 
to this obligation since the 
state has yet to pay for the 
costs of this requirement.

District 219 and 17 other 
high schools in the state have 
therefore asked for a waiver 
from the requirement and 
argue that they offer a better 
drivng school.

     “Our classes offer more 
realistic driving situations,” 
says physical education and 

New laws seek safer roads

Recycling Club members Kris Chery (left) and Bonnie Witt (right)  
participate in recycling efforts after school. This club was one of the many 
organizations featured in the Make a Difference Assembly on Monday, Feb. 11. 

driver’s education instructor 
Eduardo Toledo. 

Once a teenager does re-
ceive a license, more rules 
need to be followed. 
     New curfew laws require 
Illinois teenager under the 
age of 17 to be off the road by 
10 p.m. on weekdays and 11 
p.m. on weekends. Teenagers 
pulled over by enforcement 
officers after the respective 
time will be arrested under 
the same terms as “driving 
without a license” and face a 
minor fine.  

The state recognized the 
danger teen drivers pose on 
the road after these times. 

In addition, technology 
has made driving easier for 
some, but for others, it has 
become another dangerous 
element in driving for teens. 
Cell phone use while operat-
ing a motor vehicle is pro-
hibited for teenagers under 
19. Emergencies are the only 
exception to this law. 

The state’s laws may be 
constricting, but they assure 
that the roads will become 
safer and more manage-
able. 
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New driving laws promote safety for teens
As a driver, I must admit: the scrutiny 

around young people often makes me 
think that teenagers are unjustly stereo-
typed as being bad drivers. However, 
having observed some fellow classmates’ 

ludicrous behavior on the road, I feel that this law should 
have been instated a long time ago.

This law extends the amount of time a driver under the 
age of 18 waits to obtain their license after having their 
permit. The time a licensed driver must wait to have more 
than one unrelated teen passenger in their car has increased 
to one year. The weekday and weekend  curfews have been 
shortened to 10 p.m. and 11 p.m., respectively. 

However, the law offers exemptions for students involved 
in school activities or traveling for work, which could be 
motivation for drivers to get involved in their community.

The new provisions required by the law force young 
people to spend nine months practicing their driving skills, 
especially in different weather circumstances, so that they 
are not surprised when they encounter a situation on the 
road.  

Teenagers must wait a year before they are allowed to 
have passengers of less than 18 years of age in the car with 

them, while it was six months prior to the new law. 
At a time in life when drivers are easily influenced, an 

extra presence in the car causes distractions to the driver 
that keeps them less focused on the road and more likely 
to make fatal errors.

This law protects the teenagers and the other drivers on 
the road. According to a Johns Hopkins University study, 
the “risk of fatal crashes involving 16 and 17-year-old 
drivers is three times higher from 10:00 p.m. to midnight 
than from 6:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m.”

 Many adults work late, and when coming home be-
tween the hours of 10-12, they should not have to worry 
about getting into accidents from a risky age group.

 Two years ago in Deerfield, two teenagers were killed 
after driving home from their homecoming at 11:30. Had 
this law existed, the chance that they were on the road 
would not be as high, and their deaths could have been 
avoided.

Any law that encourages safety is a step in the right 
direction, considering the amount of dangerous situations 
that surround young adults on a daily basis.

Choosing to follow the law is a question of life and 
death; why would anyone want to be sorry when they 
can be safe?

Teens unfairly restricted due to new laws

Pro:
By Olga Volozhina
Business Manager

By David Kohn
Photo Editor

Teen drivers are facing harsher laws 
and penalties because of new regulations 
that became effective in January 2008.  
These laws have been implemented in 
order to reduce the amount of teen driv-
ing accidents and fatalities as well as 

underage drinking and driving.  Drivers under 18 years of 
age have a new curfew of 10 p.m. from Sunday to Thursday 
and 11 p.m. on Friday and Saturday.  

Prior to this new law, 17 year-olds did not have a curfew 
and 16 year-olds had an 11 p.m. Sunday to Thursday curfew 
and a midnight curfew on Fridays and Saturdays.

Although these laws are well intended, they are unfair 
towards responsible young adults. Teens that exercise safe 
driving are punished along with the reckless ones that the 
laws were intended to affect.  Safe drivers should not be 
punished until they have actually committed a traffic viola-
tion or participated in illegal activity. Why is an entire group 
of people being punished  for something a majority of them 
haven’t even done?

These teens can be charged as adults for the crimes they 
commit but they still cannot be trusted to drive past 11:00 
p.m.; somehow this seems illogical.  

Instead of governing these teens so strictly, why don’t 
Illinois state legislators make other changes to reduce teen 

driving accidents?  
Legislators could make the driving test much harder 

to weed out irresponsible drivers.  And a way to reduce 
underage drinking and driving is to make consequences 
more strict.  If supplying minors with alcohol was a severe 
felony instead of a misdemeanor, then less adults would 
do so.  Minors caught drinking and driving should have 
harsher penalties to scare them away from drinking while 
underage and especially to scare them from driving under 
the influence. 

‘Why is an entire group of people be-
ing punished  for something a majority 
of them haven’t even done?’

It is hard to deny that rates of teen driving accidents 
and fatalities are high and need improvement, but making 
a stricter curfew is not the answer.  

Even with this law enacted, it will not help teen drivers 
improve, which is the real problem. Other laws need to be 
made to actually reduce the high rates of teen accidents 
and fatalities and to eliminate underage drinking and driv-
ing, not just hinder teens from exercising freedom.  

Con:
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 Are the new driving laws too 
strict or are they necessary 
in order to increase safety?

Shana Abjani, Fr.
   “They’re unfair since I am 
ready now and I don’t want to 
wait any longer for my license.”

Patrick Pierre, Jr.
   “They’re bogus because they 
limit the fun that teens should 
be able to have.”

Stephanie Mae Ortega, So.
   “I hate that the wait for a li-
cense is longer, but I do believe 
it will be safer for teens.”

Ariel Mozes, Sr.
   “The laws are fair because 
teenage drivers are really ter-
rible in general.”
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Video announcements grab attention
By Jon Goncalves 

Reporter

This year Niles North 
introduced a new broadcast-
ing class.  Much of what they 
work on goes into the video 
announcements that we have 
consistently seen and appre-
ciated during homeroom.

Personally, I love the pub-
lic announcement (PA) guys.  
They’re fantastic, and the 
presence of a video seems to 
have the power of capturing 
the undivided attention of 
a whole classroom of high 
school students.

Before you go off and 
compare them to the nine 
o’clock news, remember that 
just a few months ago all they 
had was the desire to become 
involved with broadcasting.

On days with video an-
nouncements, broadcasting 
students spend all period 
setting up and then shooting 
the announcements.  They 
usually record two or three 
times and go with the best 
one.

Writers deserve compensation Hallmark shames Valentine’s Day
By Liz Hartnett

Sports Editor
By David Rubin

News Editor

For the past eleven weeks, many 
critics and television viewers have 
seen how the Writers Guild of 
America (WGA) strike has affected 
their daily media consumption. 
Considering how many sitcoms 
have ended before their scheduled 
finale, it feels as if this could be the 
end of television. The WGA strike 
is also allowing new reality shows 
to flood into major networks such 
as FOX, NBC, and ABC.

Shows such as “The Office” and 
“Family Guy” ended abruptly in the 
middle of their 
seasons while 
other shows like 
“Lost” were in 
the middle of 
filming their new 
season when the 
strike started and were only able 
to create a fraction of the episodes 
planned.

Many people only see how this 
affects their favorite TV shows, but 
why is the WGA really on strike?

Every three years, the WGA ne-
gotiate with the Alliance of Motion 
Picture and Television Producers 
(AMPTP), which employs the 
writers, about the Minimum Basic 
Agreement (MBA). In late October 
2007, the negotiations were not 
successful and the WGA directors 
voted to call a strike which began 
on Monday, Nov. 5.

At press time, one of the main 
disputes between the WGA and 
AMPTP was the fact that the writ-
ers currently receive no compen-
sation over the use or purchase 
of content online, i.e. iTunes or 

Amazon Unbox, or Amazon’s on 
Demand video service.

Some websites allow users to 
stream certain shows for free, with-
out ever downloading the program. 
As a result, no money is given to the 
writers who are the backbone to the 
creation of this media.

Many are saying that since Jay 
Leno and Conan O’Brien came back 
on the air as of Jan. 2, they have 
never been funnier. Some say that 
O’Brien’s fresh beard and his ran-
dom personality and antics really 
add to the show’s already hilarious 
themes. However, this is still a se-

rious problem with 
television because 
it begs the ques-
tion: how long can 
these talk shows 
hold out without 
writers?

With this rising age of digital 
distribution, it is ludicrous to 
think that these writers, who have 
worked so diligently to provide 
content for the American people, 
receive no money when viewers ac-
cess content online or via Tivo.

There is a massive amount of TV 
users who have turned to digital 
distribution, and while they may 
have no intention of depriving 
these hard workers of their essen-
tial pay, the fact is that the problem 
lies in these users.

It is the fault of the internet us-
ers who demanded the service that 
allows digital media distribution 
who have caused the writers to go 
on strike. It is essential that these 
digital distributors should be re-
stricted to certain content depend-
ing on the writers’ consent.

Today is a day when we give our 
friends and loved ones flowers, 
candy, cards, and other tokens of our 
affection to show how much we care 
about them. 

Yet, many detest Valentine’s Day, 
claiming that it’s just another “Hall-
mark holiday,” pumped up in order 
to make a profit. Like it or not, has 
anyone given thought to why we ac-
tually celebrate Valentine’s Day?

 Over the years, the real story of 
St.Valentine has sadly been forgot-
ten.

According to Historychannel.com, 
one version  claims that  a Catholic 
monk named Valentine performed 
secret nuptials despite the law  cre-
ated by Roman emperor Claudius 
II that banned young couples from 
marrying. Once his actions were 
discovered, Valentine was sentenced 
to death. 

Another theory hypothesizes that 
Valentine helped free Christians 
from Roman prisons, was then dis-
covered, and ultimately condemned 
to death. 

There’s yet another tale that says 
that Valentine was a prisoner in jail, 
fell in love with the jailor’s daughter, 
and wrote the first ever Valentine to 
her, signed “From your Valentine.”

Despite the enigma that is Valen-
tine’s Day’s origin, it is quite clear 
that the intention of the holiday 
is not to shower those you love in 
overpriced cards and candy. 

The historical St. Valentine dis-
played his love with acts of courage 
and selflessness that weren’t even 
aimed towards people he knew, let 
alone loved.

To really understand how 
much work goes into the 
commercials and announce-
ments, you have to look at all 
the details that go into every-
thing that we see.  Besides the 
anchors, there’s a director, a 
character generator, two 
camera operatives, someone 

generator and the board 
director, respectively.

Of course these video an-
nouncements are not perfect, 
but they’re definitely headed 
in the right direction.

One of the benefits of the 
broadcasting class that may 
have gone somewhat unno-
ticed is how well it seems to 
be preparing the students for 
possible futures in the com-
munications field. Without 
this, many people may have 
not considered a prospective 
job in broadcasting.  

As well as the students, 
credit must also be given to 
the intstructor of the broad-
casting class, Robb Barton.

Now next time you are 
asked to watch those video 
announcements in home-
room, you will be able to 
really appreciate all the small 
details that go into making 
what you watch. 

Then take a second to 
thank the kids involved for 
their hard work and for actu-
ally getting you to pay atten-
tion to announcements.

‘No money is given to 
the writers who are the 
backbone of the cre-
ation of this media.’

Rather than spend all of our money 
trying to convey our love for those we 
care for just once a year, we should 
let them know everyday with some-
thing much less expensive and much 
more meaningful: words of love and 
admiration. 

So before you rush out to the near-
est CVS or Osco to buy your sweetheart 
some melted chocolate, remember 
that in life it’s not the ornate details 
that count towards enchantment. It’s 
the little things that matter the most 
and stick with us for years to come. 

working the teleprompter, 
an equipment manager, and 
a board director.

One of the best things 
about the video announce-
ments are how they have 
improved throughout the 
year.  Students have been 
getting more comfortable 

behind the camera.  They’ve 
also gotten better at using 
the equipment, and several  
students have even gotten 
themselves jobs by having 
mastered the equipment 
early on.  For example, C.J. 
Lenhardt and Orville Poyser 
have become the character 



Volume 44, Issue 6
Thursday, February 14, 2008Feature

North  welcomes  new  faces  

After being inspired by 
her  teachers, Alexandra 
Landon knew what she 
wanted to do in her life. 

“The strongest role mod-
els I’ve always had were 
teachers, and I wanted to 
touch children in the same 
way,” said Landon. 

After receiving a bach-
elor’s from Northeastern 
University, and a graduate 
degree at National-Louis, 
Landon came to North this 
semester an assistant to aca-
demic achievement instruc-
tor Anna Moskovitch.

While she does coach 
cheer leading  at  Ni les 
West, Landon isn’t afraid 
to express her passion for 
North.

“I absolutely love teach-
ing here,” said Landon.

Outside the classroom, 
Landon enjoys ice skating 
and going to movies with 
her husband and two chil-
dren. Landon also has a 
passion for collecting Hello 
Kitty paraphernalia. 

“I’m a Hello Kitty fa-
natic,” admits Landon.

By Elyssa Cherney
Reporter

Students slip under  
hip hypnotist’s  spellRichard 

Thielsen 

New math teacher Geor-
gia Makris didn’t always 
have her eyes set on being 
an educator. Makris first en-
tered college as a pharmacy 
major with plans to become 
a pediatrician. However, a 
remarkable change of fate 
occurred.

While volunteering for  
Chicago Youth Programs, 
Makris would tutor children 
during the week. One day, 
after spending over an hour 
helping a student with one 
problem she realized she 
had a passion for teaching.

“The little lightbulb went 
on inside my head and it just 
clicked,” said Makris, who is 
very happy to join the Niles 
North faculty.

“Everyone here is so nice, 
and I was welcomed by 
everyone in the Math and 
Science department. I’m 
really excited to be here,” 
said Makris.

When she’s not explain-
ing the Pythagorean theo-
rem to her students, Makris 
makes time to practice her 
Greek dancing skills. 

On Thursday, Feb. 28, 
District 219 students, staff, 
family, and friends are in-
vited to experience the mi-
raculous stylings of world 
renowned hypnotist John- 
Ivan Palmer in the Niles 
North auditorium at 7 p.m. 

This event is a fundraiser 
for School Chest, organized 
by Student As-
sociation. All 
proceeds will 
go to this year’s 
charity, Part-
ners in Health, 
whose mission 
is to provide 
aid, healthcare, 
and education 
to  impover-
ished commu-
nities throughout Africa. 

Business teacher Angela 
Hankes, sponsor of Student 
Association, is optimistic 
that this event will be a 
sucess. 

“I’m hoping that a lot of 
people are interested. This 
is something new the school 
hasn’t brought in before, is 
entertaining, and is for a 
good cause,” she said. 

 The highly acclaimed 
hypnotist will pick 20 stu-
dents at random from the 
audience and hypnotize 
them. While under hypno-

sis, the selected students 
will perform ridiculous tasks 
as instructed by Palmer. 
Palmer has made appear-
ances at various high schools 
at companies across the 
world, the Minnesota Tim-
berwolves basketball team, 
and has been featured on 
Fox News. 

Senior and Student As-
sociation President Rachel 
Gliebe, who has commu-

nicated with  
Pa lmer  v ia 
e-mail, looks 
f o r w a r d 
the perfor-
mance.  
“Niles North 
has not seen 
a n y t h i n g 
like this, and 
m i g h t  n o t 
ever again,” 

Gliebe remarked.
Because of Palmer’s in-

credible credentials, the cost 
to bring him in is high. How-
ever, Student Association 
is hopeful that this unique 
opportunity will draw a large 
audience.

Tickets will be sold for 
$10 outside the cafeteria by 
Student Association mem-
bers, and can be purchased 
at the Student Activities Of-
fice. Be sure to buy them in 
advance because tickets for 
this dazzling event will not 
be sold at the door. 

New anatomy and biology 
teacher Richard Thielsen has 
been enjoying his first year at 
Niles North. 

“It’s a lot of fun here, 
there’s a lot of energy in the 
halls and it seems like every-
one is having a good time,” 
said Thielsen.

After discovering his love 
for animals during child-
hood, Thielsen knew he 
wanted a career involving 
nature and wildlife. 

“I’ve always been in-
terested in animals,” said 
Thielsen. 

He has owned a large vari-
ety of pets including lizards, 
snakes, and dogs. 

The Illinois State graduate  
student completed his stu-
dent teaching at Niles West 
High School before being 
hired at Niles North in the 
middle of last semester. 

“Mr. Thielsen is a cool 
guy,” said junior Andrew 
Boleanu. “I enjoy his class.”

In his free time, Thielsen 
enjoys working on his Honda 
convertible S2000 and work-
ing with radio control. 

Note: This is not a school-sponsored trip.

Alexandra
Landon 

Georgia
Makris
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Ed-Op Editor
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From the Nile to Niles: Joseph and the Amaz-
ing Technicolor Dreamcoat brightens North

Turnabout twists tradition

Auroris dancers Step Up
During the weekend of 

January 25-26, the tireless 
enthusiasm, commitment, 
and hard work that the Auro-
ris Dance Company had put 
in for five grueling months 
finally paid off during the 
company’s annual artistic 
showcase.

Headed by Niles North 
alum Margaux Dominguez 
and nationally renowned 
dance choreographer Lizzie 
Leopold, Auroris consists 
of 15 of Niles North’s most 
talented dancers: captains 
Angela Como and Anna Yun, 
seniors Lisa Petersen and 
Jael Goldstein, juniors Kris-
ten Vicencio, Victoria Dzhio-
eva, Anna Browar, and Tali 
Segev, sophomores Joanne 
Wong, Becca Rich, Elana 
Weiner-Kaplow, Kyla Fine-
stone, Elyssa Cherney, and 
Alex Kuechel, and freshman 
Wendy Boosel.

Auroris’ first performance 
was held on Thursday, Jan. 
24, at 10 a.m., during which 
community members at-

tended for free. They next 
performed on Friday, Jan. 25 
at 7 p.m. and Saturday, Jan. 
25 at 7 p.m. 

The three performances 
spanned a number of differ-
ent dance genres, including 
modern, hip-hop, jazz, tap, 
and Irish dancing. In one 
number, “Nightlife,” sopho-
more Elana Weiner-Kaplow 
even sang a cappella. 

The 17 dances performed 
also featured a multitude of 
choreographers. Dominguez 
and Leopold, along with 
several company members, 
each choreographed differ-
ent numbers. 

One dance, “Stygian Od-
yssey” was created by Niles 
North Auroris alum and 
University of Illinois fresh-
man Weedee Kao.

“I was awed at the per-
formance,” said Niles North 
senior Carly Miller, who at-
tended the Saturday show. 
“Every number was executed 
with such emotion, creativ-
ity, and skill.” 

The memorable perfor-
mances reflected the dili-

By Katie Rosman
Managing Editor

gence and dedication with 
which company members 
approached their craft. Since 
September, Auroris mem-
bers were required to attend 
practices Monday through 
Thursday for two and a half 
hours. In January, rehears-
als were extended until past 
9:00 p.m. during the com-
pany’s rigorous preparation 
for their show. 

After so many long hours 
in each other’s company, 
the dancers of Auroris have 
grew.

“We are all so close, even 
when we’re not in rehearsal 
we have sleepovers, go out to 
eat, go shopping, or just hang 
out together,” said  senior 
captain Angela Como.

The Auroris performance 
also exemplified  the dancers’  
love for their craft.

“Auroris has been a big 
part of my life for four years... 
It is a great company because 
we get to work with and meet 
wonderful people, experi-
ence new dance styles, and 
perform our passion,” said 
Como.

Niles North’s theatre de-
partment has dreamed up a 
fun, contemporary perfor-
mance for 2008.  Joseph and 
the Amazing Technicolor 
Dreamcoat is this year’s 
engaging and colorful spring 
musical.

“It is a charming tale with 
clever, witty lyrics,” said the-
atre director Timothy Ort-
mann of the future 
Niles North musi-
cal Joseph and the 
Amazing Techni-
color Dreamcoat.

Joseph was ini-
tially written in 
1986 by Andrew 
Lloyd Webber and 
Tim Rice. 

W e b b e r  a n d 
Rice based the 
show off of the bib-
lical story of Jo-
seph and the coat 
of many colors.

In the story, Jo-
seph is the favorite son of Ja-
cob. However, his 11 broth-
ers resent the magnificent 
multicolor coat that Joseph 
receives from their father, so 
they sell him into slavery.

In jail, Joseph interprets 
the dreams of the Pharaoh 
and is able to win his admi-
ration. Soon enough, Joseph 
becomes one of the most 
powerful men in Egypt.

Webber and Rice trans-
formed the story into a light-
hearted, melodious favorite 
that features some disco 
and country western com-
ponents.

Ortmann and choir di-
rector Dan Gregerman re-
frained from incorporating 
any modifications to the 
original script.

 “It is best to have fun sim-
ply with what it is and that 
way we can truly get to the 

heart of the show,” Ortmann 
explained.

Senior Tyrone Phillips 
was cast as Joseph and is 
full of positive energy for 
his role.

“There are so many new 
faces and since usually we 
only have one musical a year, 
it becomes a huge deal,” Phil-
lips said.

The theatre department 

hopes that the musical will 
create a unique experience 
for the audience.

“Joseph is a particularly 
special performance because  
no matter what mood you are 
in before you see it, the show 
simply lifts your spirits,” said 
Phillips. 

Alongside Phillips and 
the other 43 cast members, 
senior Erin Egan, cast as 
the Narrator, also brings a 
personal enthusiasm to the 

musical.
“Joseph is a play for 

all ages. Everyone seems 
to love this musical even 
if they aren’t fans of the-
atre because it is just so 
funny and upbeat,” she 
explained.

In addition to the 
nearly 40 thespians cast 
in Joseph, an additional 
12 children between the 
ages of 10-12 were picked 
to play  Joseph’s broth-
ers’ children.

Joseph and the Amaz-
ing Technicolor Dream-

coat is a musical that will 
excite the imagination and 
connect all ages with a com-
mon joy.

The musical will com-
mence in Niles North’s au-
ditorium on Friday, Mar. 14 
at 7:00 p.m. and Saturday, 
Mar. 15 at 2:00 and 7:00 
p.m. So go, go, go, get some 
tickets because they will soon 
become scarce!

By Alyssa Goldman
Editor in Chief

This year, Niles North will 
revive an old tradition by 
reinstituting Turnabout.  

The event  is different 
from any other school dance 
because the Viking ladies are 
supposed to ask the Viking 
men if they wish to be their 
knights in shining armor. 

“We’ve  a lways  done 
Homecoming and Prom, 
but Turnabout is something 
new and something the stu-
dents want,” said senior class 
board president and Turn-
about Committee member 
Saad Hashmi. 

The dance will take place  
on Saturday, Mar. 1. It is 
scheduled to begin at 8:00 
p.m. and end at 11:00 p.m. 
The event will have a “red 
carpet” theme, meaning that 
those who attend should 
dress to impress. 

However, only the first 
60 people who turn in com-
pleted forms by Friday, Feb. 

22 are eligible to bring a date 
that does not go to Niles 
North. 

“Turnabout is not a tradi-
tional dance and we want to 
give students the opportu-
nity to bring their girlfriends 
and boyfriends. However, 
students have been abusing 
privileges [by bringing fam-
ily members and friends] to 
school dances...which is why 
we set a limit,” said Director 
of Student Activities Kevin 
Monahan. 

The Turnabout Dance 
Committee is composed of 
the senior class board and 
a few other seniors who are 
dedicated to making this 
dance one to remember. 

If the Winter Pep Assem-
bly is any indication, the 
Turnabout dance will be a 
popular event and become a  
staple at Niles North. 

But be warned: if not 
enough students attend the 
dance it will surely become 
extinct.

Photo by Katie Rosman
Senior Erin Egan asks senior Tyrone Phillips to the 
Turnabout dance and of course, his response is a yes! 

Submit to Calliope!

Artists, writers, photographers -- 
the deadline for submissions to 
the 2008 issue is March 1. Sub-

mit today.
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‘Super Tuesday’ brings many surprises
By Anum Amjad

Feature Editor

For the past several weeks, 
political pundits and gurus 
have speculated that Super 
Tuesday would be the defin-
ing moment for the 2008 
political campaigns. Many 
were hoping a single can-
didate would shine through 
for both the Democratic and 
Republican parties. How-
ever, Super Tuesday brought 
about events that few saw 
coming.

Before he began his run 
for the presidency, few 
Americans knew who Ba-
rack Obama was. Yet, despite 
Hillary Clinton’s popular-
ity in the Democratic Party, 
in a short amount of time, 
Obama, the underdog in the 
presidential race, has defied 
the odds and risen as a major 
contender. 

In the weeks prior to Su-
per Tuesday, many political 
correspondents believed 
Clinton to have solidified her 
nomination. They expeced 
her to win a significant ma-
jority of delegates. However, 
Obama ended up winning 
more states, more pledged 
delegates, and more caucuses 
than Clinton, disproving the 
belief that Clinton was the 
unquestioned frontrunner. 

In no way does that mean 
that Obama has a clear road 
paved for him. Although he 
won more widespread states, 
Clinton won a majority in 
some delegate heavy states, 
such as California and New 

York. 
While many were hoping 

that a clear candidate would 
emerge, the results for the 
Democrats remain inconclu-
sive; Obama’s Super Tuesday 
delegates totaled 767 and 
Hilary’s totaled 790. The al-
most even split between the 
delegates means that both 
will have to fight relentlessly 
for the remaining states, 
and it seems more and more 
likely that the nomination 
will be carried to the Demo-
cratic National Convention 
in Denver, in August.

While Democrats were 
divided, the Republicans 
had one candidate rise as the 
most probable nominee, one 
candidate surprisingly defy 
many expectations, and one 
drop out.

In an sudden turn of 
events, Mike Huckabee, who 
was trailing well behind 
John McCain and Mitt Rom-
ney before Super Tuesday, 
ended the day with a surpris-
ing total of 181 delegates. 
Many media correspondents 
were shocked not only by 
Huckabee’s sudden influx of 
delegates, but also amazed 
that he took many of the 
votes that were expected to 
go to Romney. Following 
Super Tuesday, Huckabee 
made it well known that he 
intends to continue his cam-
paign, and despite being far 
behind McCain, he believes 
he has an honest shot at the 
nomination.

Mitt Romney on the other 
hand, shocking many of his 

supporters as well as fellow 
conservatives, bowed out of 
the race on Thursday, Feb. 
7. In the days prior to Super 
Tuesday, Romney had been 
increasingly criticized for his 
inability to stand by his posi-
tions (his stance on abortion, 
stem cell research, and gay 
marriage). 

Although he appealed to a 
large crowd of Republicans, 
who favored his brand of 
conservatism to McCain’s, 
the results of Super Tuesday 
were disappointing for Rom-
ney. He hoped to be a more 
prominent challenge to Mc-
Cain. After outspending both 
of his rivals, Romney came in 
with only 201 delegates from 
Super Tuesday, compared to 
McCain’s 602 and Hucka-
bee’s 152, forcing Romney to 
reassess his campaign.

If there was one clear 
victor of Super Tuesday, it 
would have to be John Mc-
Cain. After ending the day 
with 714 total delegates, Mc-
Cain needs only 477 out of 
the remaining 1183 delegates 
to win the nomination. De-
spite his big wins, McCain’s 
main challenge now is to 
woo the conservatives who 
supported Romney, if he 
hopes to indisputably win 
the nomination. 

Overall, Super Tuesday 
has proved to be just be one 
of the many battles the can-
didates will have to overcome 
on their road to the presiden-
cy. Despite initial presump-
tions, the final candidates 
have yet to be decided.

Rebecca P.     So.
“I supported 
Romney for 
president because 
his positions match 
with my own.”

Daniel S.     Fr.
“Obama, because 
he cares about our 
generation and 
wants to change 
this country for the 
better.”

Binh T.                  Jr.
“I would vote for 
Hillary Clinton 
because I think that 
she has what it takes 
to run our country.”

Harley G.       Sr.
“Right now I am 
still deciding.  I am 
waiting until I get 
more information.”

Who’d get your vote? North students speak out
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Because the coun-
try requires one to 
be of a certain 
age to vote 
in elections, 
s t u d e n t s 
of ten  fee l 
that they do 
not have an impact in 
choosing their president. 

However, along with fol-
lowing the crucial issues and   
debates, teens can advocate 
their opinions at home and 
at school.  Even though 16 
and 17 year olds cannot vote, 
this is a prime age for self-
education.

 By volunteering at local 
polling places, one can physi-
cally take action and help 
voters utilize the new voting 
machinery. High school ju-
niors and seniors are eligible 
by law for training to partici-
pate in this opportunity. 

Despite the age require-
ments placed on voting, 
many opportunities present 
themselves allowing teens 
to have a critical voice in the 
presidential decisions. 

Sixte
en-S

evente
en

Despite being just fresh-
men or sophomores, teen-
agers between the ages of 
14 and 15 can still play a sig-
nificant role in the upcoming 
presidential elections. 

Students can volunteer 
at their candidate’s local 
campaign office by making 
phone calls or going door-to-
door handing out pamphlets 
and flyers. 

All of the presidential can-
didates have official websites 
that can provide  information 
about campaign events and  
upcoming election dates 

There are also certain pro-
grams that some candidates 
have, such as Students for 
Barack Obama, which  allow 
for students to join or create  
local chapters of this official 
student organization. 

Sometimes it is as simple 
as being knowledgeable and 
familiar with the candidates’ 
positions on the issues so 
one can answer questions 
or urge family members to 
make a smart decision when 
voting. 

By Akshita Siddula
Reporter

By Elyssa Cherney
Reporter

A healthy chunk of the 
people who choose not to 
vote are in their late teens 
or early twenties.  They don’t 
realize that all their “I’m only 
just one vote” whining adds 
up to millions of votes, and 
a difference can certainly be 
made there.

These students will be a 
big factor whether they vote 
or not. According to CNN, 
in 2004, the age group with 
the smallest percentage of 
voters was that of 18-29 year 

Show your support!
Political Input by Age

Cartoon courtesy of z.about.com

Rebecca P.     So.
“I supported 
Romney for 
president because 
his positions match 
with my own.”

Daniel S.     Fr.
“Obama, because 
he cares about our 
generation and 
wants to change 
this country for the 
better.”

Binh T.                  Jr.
“I would vote for 
Hillary Clinton 
because I think that 
she has what it takes 
to run our country.”

Harley G.       Sr.
“Right now I am 
still deciding.  I am 
waiting until I get 
more information.”

Who’d get your vote? North students speak out

olds with 17 percent of the 
total votes. However, this 
age group makes up almost a 
quarter of the population.

These teenagers and twen-
ty-somethings were also the 
only age group to post more 
votes for Kerry than Bush.  
What this means is that if a 
significant number of young 
people vote, they can poten-
tially swing the election.

The most important thing 
for this and all elections is 
to vote.  The youth vote very 
well could win or lose the 
election for a candidate.

Eighteen

By Jon Goncalves
Reporter
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JP,
I am a female- and I will 

be your valentine. Give BJ 
and Bobby a break.

- Anonymous

BJ Simon and Bobby Rodriquez,
Valentine’s day is a dreadful day for people 

such as myself because we never have valentines. 
So I want to thank you guys for supporting me in 
my times of loneliness. Maybe this year a female 
will actually want to be my valentine, but I know 
nobody does. You guys will still <3 me. Happy Val-
entines Bobbito Bernardo. -John Paul Mallari

Everyone!-
Spread the love, 
and stop the 
hate! 
Love, Rev Sam

Class of 2008-
Happy Valentine’s 

Day! Get your FAFSA 
done by March 1.

- Mrs. Brines

AT-
I really never would 

have guessed that we’d 
be together, but I’m so 
glad we are. We had so 
much fun together on 
field trips with Ms. Da-
ley and making bets. I 
can’t wait for what’s next 
in our relationship but 
I know it’ll be perfect 
if you’re there. I want 
to thank our buddy 
Jack: you’ve really been 
a good pal. Happy Val-
entine’s Day, 100!

-Anonymous
Adrian Omari 

Brown,
Y o u  a r e  t h e 

cheese to my mac-
aroni. I love you! 
Happy Anniversery 
<3  Olena Yatsula

DECA-
DECA love! Con-

grats for doing a 
great job at area! We 
will do awesome at 
State! Here we come 
Atlanta! DECA love!!

- Ms. Hankes

Happy Valentines Day! I 
love my grandma, gangsta’, 
neighbor, sister, apple picker, 
wife, mega phone, park, We-
ber buddy, nocturnal love, 
homebody, and captain asian! 
-Lisa

Alyssa G.,
You light up my life. 

HOOSIER DADDY? 
-Vinnie

Shizue Taerbaum, 
Christine Kenning, Tara 
Zacharia, Beth Sackett, 
Ellie Ostar, Elizabeth 
Reichardt, Period 2, 

I love you all, you 
are amazing!!! Period 
2: We die together. Stay 
sweet!

-Brittany Gadau

Nick Nieves, George Pira, JJ Long, 
Westin Kolpas,

I love you guys so much. And 
George I called it. - Andrew Bouleanu

Mr. Pratt-
We love you and 

miss you dearly. 
You’re the best. 

- Last semes-
ter’s CPH classes!

 Julia & Beth,
I’m only doing 

this for you Ju 
Ju Bean! 
-Becca

Period 2. 1st semester, back corner-
We die together. Love and miss you!

- Og. period 2 member

All my “girlfriends” who  
    don’t know it-

Our love may seem improbable
You may not see it now
But baby[s] it’s inevitable 
We’ll work it out no matter  

    how
-Dank

David Kushnir,
The magical light in your eyes triggers a sense of feeling 

in my heart that will never fade away. You’ve touched my soul 
as I watch you walk down the hallways. Although I’ve never 
spoken to you, I can feel in my heart that you are the one I 
was destined to find. The light in your eyes makes me believe 
that you and I are meant to walk the hallways of life together; 
hand-in-hand forever until the day we die.

- Anonymous

Michelle Penaranda-
I like how you’re chill and laid back
Your style, the way you smile and laugh. I feel 

funny inside when you’re near. Turning the corner 
in the halls, and you’d appear. I tell myself “I should 
start talking to her.” Trust me, I try. But when you 
come by, all that comes out is a simple “hi.” If I don’t 
see you, my days are shady and horrible, because 
every day I’m like “she’s so adorable.” I’ll hear your 
name and end up smiling til’ I blush, I’ll admit I’ve 
been holding in this crush. I have more to say, but 
for now, just want to wish you a happy Valentine’s 
Day. - Anonymous

Do you know who your Valentine is?

Akshita, Alankrita, and Rebecca,
So yeah, I know Valentine’s Day is a day of 

love, romance, blah, blah, blah. So I’m gonna take 
this opportunity to tell you peeps how much I truly 
love you guys :]. I’m so thankful for that day in 
5th grade when we met each other. Pudgy + Kip + 
Turkey. HAPPY VALENTINES DAY! <3

- Bom-chika-waa-waah

Grade-A Beeftink, You’re the shist, 
and we love you! -APES heroes 5-6

Olena,
I love you boo 

boo. -Adrian

Gabby Belavsky,
50 Cent Thursdays
 : )
- Bobby Rodriquez

Rafa Gomez,
Hey baby. “Racoono.”
-Sam

Natalie Saunders,
I love you! -Jamie

Tyrone,
Fail senior year 

so you don’t have to 
leave me. I need you, 
seriously. You know I 
love you.
-Kristina Loy

Zachary,
You’re annoying, but amazing. I love you <3  -Lily

High School Musical,
You are going to win!
- Katie

Connie Kalogris,
Hey Sweety! I would like to express my love for you 

publicly to the whole school! You are the reason I wake 
up in the morning. You give me reason to smile. You’re 
the last thought I have in my mind before I fall asleep 
and you’re the only one in my dreams. I love you Connie, 
you’re my everything! -Bryan Eastman

Darwin Derequito-
I wanna go on the 

roof tops and scream out 
how much I love you. We 
will go to heaven without 
broken ankles.

- Einxel Reyes

Members of hur-
ricane skokie,

You swim, you swim-
mer!

-Bermutra

Katie, Lisa, Anum,
Happy Valentine's Day (even 

though we don't celebrate it). 
-Utopian Society 

The Basketball Ladies,
I love you all! Happy Val-

entine's Day! You are all so 
beautiful! I don't know what 
I'd do without you. :) Thanks 
for an amazing season! Se-
niors you're my best friends. 
I love you! 

- Nicval 

Anthony Whyte, 
Happy Valentine's 

day and one year. Love 
you! 

-Lia Rivera 

Judy Duesenberg,
M y  f a i r  l a d y ,
Thou art the loveli
est of all, sweet 
and  k i n d ,  Yo u   

give my life meaning.

- Y o o n  L e e 

Heather Fitzgerald,
Roses are red,
Violets are blue,
When it's all said 
and done, 
I can't live without 
you! 

Student Association 
Executive Board,
I'm shouting out to my 

five leaders who make a 
difference at Niles North!! 
You guys are going to rock 
with your responsibilities 
this semester!! 

-Ms. Hankes 

Lily,
    What's up 
baby girl?
 Love,
 Zack 

Happy Valen-
tine's Day to all 
alumni of CPH pe-
riods 1, 5, and 6 
first semester. 
Gone, but not for-
gotten.

L a d y  V i k i n g s 
Basketball Team,

Hope your V-Day 
is a slam dunk! Enjoy 
it Perlane, NicoleV., 
Nicole Y., Tara, Ja-
mie, Colleen, Alison, 
Rachel, Darcy, Pri-
na, Molly, Bre, Lia, 
and Lauren. 

Love,
Julio R. 

Dearest Meghan,
    I love you and I love Franklin. 

At times I love you both the same, but 
Franklin gave me flowers. That's be-
cause Franklin can count by 2s and tie 
his shoes, but Franklin could not write 
me a note in the North Star. Anyways, I 
love you even though I hate you and will 
be friends for Never. Sonia + Franklin 
= Pure Love and BFFAE

- Sonia Aguayo 

Sarah Abraham, Sunita 
Jacob, Farheen Syeda, 
Jaimie Kurian,

For being such amazing 
friends, I hope you all have 
a great holiday because I 
know you all make mine 
special. I love you! :) 

- Chrisy Mamas :) 

Gian the Gpel,
Well you know today is Valentine's 

Day, and I want you and me to be friends 
again like the first time I met you. 
Remember the times we talked on the 
phone without all the fights. We were 
never angry at each other. I know that 
I hurt you. Even if I have to say sorry a 
hundred times I will say more just to 
make you happy. This Valentine's Day I 
want you to forgive me, and forget 
the past. And one more thing, you can 
notice that I left my name anonymous 
because I know you know who this is. 
have a wonderful Valentine's Day. :) 

 Lisa,
 You’re the best boy-
friend I’ve ever had! I 
can’t wait for tonight!!

Love, Gabby

Michael Michael Motor-
cycle,
You are the best! Hap-
py Valentine’s Day/ 9 
months :) Not only are 
you my boyfriend, but 
you’re my best friend. 
K, Bye! 99!
PS. I love you

Caitlin,      
You rock my       
socks.
-Daniel

Bobby, 
Last year in English we all became 

friends 
And when we remember it we can’t 

help, but smile. 
But every good thing must come to 

an end
And we haven’t really chilled in a 

while.
But it’s cool cause we know you still 

love us.
And though you’ll deny it, you loved 

that class.
When you see this in the North Star 

please don’t cuss.
Instead remember that Hester Prynne 

can kiss your...
And we could go on forever, but this 

poem has to stop.
But we’ll leave you with this - you’re 

the hip to our hop.
Love,
Gabby + Lisa 

Period Buddy, 
grandma, G4L, 
Cruella, Captain 
Hooks, same per-
son, mega phone. 
Danity Banity, P7 
fitness with fitz,
P.2.: We die To-
gether! <3 you all!
Live. Laugh. Love
     - Britt Kaplan

Gwen my L4L, Lily my betsy aka the wang, Erin 
my husband, Kristen my piggy poo: You girls are 
the light of my life.  You are my butter knuckles.  
You  are my  food. Gwen you are an ostrich.  
Lily you are a hippo. Erin you are a manatee.  
Kristen you are.  Oh yeah and I can’t forget 
Sumo.   She’s important.  Love, Jenna <3

Paul Newton,
We see each other in the 
hallway every day. We hug 
each other every day. I love 
you so much, be my valen-
tine? You are nice to me. 
Please give me a gift; give 
me a surprise I like.  Make 
me happy.
Love you Paul Newton.  
-Connie Liang

  Alyssa-
My love for you 
grows like the 
pollution in the 
air. My heart 
patters like an 
earthquake.  Your 
eyes douse  my 
soul like a tropi-
cal rainstorm.  
You are my natu-
ral disaster.
</3 David

  Alyssa Goldman-
I have known you for longer than I needed 
to tell you this.  Through the years your 
beauty has grown  from the days of Ms. 
Pikelni’s class up to the magnificent young 
woman you are today.  I see you wearing 
your UGG boots in the hallways, and  I 
want to melt just like your feet must be 
inside your boots. That’s beside the point, 
I will reveal myself to you after school and 
express myself to you.
 -”the choir boy” 

Gabby,
Come back to our 
English class. We 
miss you. 
- Simon Sebhat

David Kohn, 
You know howI feel about you, 
you sexy thang! Whenever you 
wink at me my heart flutters 
like the waves of a tsunami. 
And when our eyes meet I get 
butterflies in my stomach. 

  Love always, 
Your secret girlfriend,

Alyssa

To David R, Gabby, Barb, Anum, Carley, 
Rebecca, Liz, Linda, David K, Olga, Julia, 
Elyssa, Sana, Jon, Sumaya, Akshita, Emily, Lia, 
Whitney, Aaron, Azaan, Amy, Jamie, Rachel, 
Becky, Vicky, Maya, Jenna, and Mr. Pratt: 

Roses are red, violets are blue,
North Star would be nothing if not for 
you.
We greatly appreciate your hard work,
Time and effort never do you shirk.
We love all of you so dearly,
We’ve vowed to come back and visit 
yearly.
Thank you for doing all that you do,
Our family wouldn’t be complete with
out you.
-Alyssa and Katie 

KY-
I sit in calc, every single day,
Thinking of what to you, I should say.
You sit in the corner, way in the back,
For calculus, you just have a knack.
You know all about limits and derivatives too.
But there’s no limit to how much I love you.
It simply does not exist.
When I think about you, my heart feels as if in a 
midst.
You fixed my calculator the other day,
I don’t know how I can repay.
So I have written this poem to express my desire,
Because you are the one who lights my fire.
Hopefully one day you will come and say hi, hello, 
or howdy doo,
Because Kevin Yim, I love you. 
  -Anonymous

“Ode to Mr. Horyn”
Seeing you run makes me inspired, 
What can I say?
You must be tired.
‘Cause you’ve been running through my 
mind all day,
I love your style,
Your mustache makes me smile,
For you I would run a thousand miles.
You’re so smart and so fast
I wish AP GAW would always last
Your pep talks are always just right,
For you I run till day turns to night. 
-An Anonymous Runner

Corina Vong,
Happy Valentine’s 
Day baby! I love 
you!
Love,
You Secret Admirer

Mrs. B-
Have an awesome Valen-   
tine’s Day.
    From your Valentine,
          Mr. B
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Who would rendez-vous if North Star played Cupid?

By David Rubin
News Editor

He’s the scheming brain 
behind the Bush cam-
paign, famous for ma-
nipulation and distortion. 
She’s the sugary-sweet, 
ice-queen villain of Har-
ry Potter, manservant to 
Cornelius Fudge. United, 
these characters would 
not only increase their 
mutual malevolence-they 
might just find true love.

The Charlie’s Angels 
star and cycling phenom-
enon are both tall, blond, 
athletic, successful, and 
love to have a good time. 
Plus,  Armstrong was 
previously involved with 
Sheryl Crow, and Diaz 
with pop star Justin Tim-
berlake, so they are clearly 
comfortable dating a fel-
low celebrity. 

Lohan, 22, and  Prince 
Harry, 24, share much 
more than flaming red 
hair, freckles, and a love/
hate relationship with the 
tabloids. While Lohan is 
practically American roy-
alty, Harry is the actual  
heir to the English throne. 
Together, these notorious 
partiers would have no 
shortage of good times.

He began as the skinny, 
consummate nerd of Su-
perbad and transformed 
into the smooth-talking 
McLovin’. George, Mean 
Girls’ cold-hearted queen 
bee would relish McLovin’s 
“playa” status, and her 
venomous beauty would 
spellbind him. United by 
sheer shallowness, they 
just might hit it off.  

He’s the cheerful, con-
stant companion to Ariel, 
the Little Mermaid; she’s 
the boisterous blue regal 
tang of Finding Nemo. 
Although the two side-
kicks are from different 
movies, their infectious 
spirit is one and the same. 
Together, the two fish 
could rule the ocean and 
live happily ever after. 

Karl Rove &Do-
lores Umbridge

Lance Armstrong 
& Cameron Diaz

Prince Harry & 
Lindsay Lohan

Regina George & 
McLovin’

This year’s nominees for 
the 80th Annual Academy 
Awards, set to air Sunday, 
Feb. 24, are an incredible 
lineup of talented actors and 
films. Unfortunately, only 
one nominee per category 
will capture the gold.

For Best Actor, my money 
is on the extremely powerful 
performance by Daniel Day-
Lewis in the film, There Will 
Be Blood. Lewis plays Daniel 
Plainview, an oil tycoon try-
ing to make it to the top of 
the business when he realizes 

he must make some serious 
sacrifices. Day-Lewis’ perfor-
mance is bone-chilling and 
makes you want to hate the 
character he plays, but  never 
want to look away.

Best Actress may surprise 
a lot of people this year be-
cause it might be going to  El-
len Page for her role in Juno. 
Page plays a high-school 
student who accidentally 
gets pregnant and decides to 
have the baby and give it to 
a family to adopt. Her acting 
is outstanding with her origi-
nal teenage slang (thanks to 
talented writer Diablo Cody). 

She completely captures the 
persona of Juno MacGruff. 

The Best Performance by 
an Actor in a Supporting Role 
easily goes to Javier Bardem 
in No Country for Old Men 
who gave a performance that 
could be considered one of 
the most terrifying villains 
in any film. He plays a drug 
dealer set on getting back his 
$2 million that was stolen 
from him and he captures 
this character’s malevolence 
so well, you almost think he 
really is this terrifying hu-
man being.

The Best Performance 

by an Actress in a Support-
ing Role also goes to Cate 
Blanchett in I’m Not There, 
a biopic based on Bob Dylan. 
Cate Blanchett did a mes-
merizing job as Jude Quinn, 
a persona of Bob Dylan in the 
film. She portrays manner-
isms with incredible detail; 
her speech, movements, and 
even appearance is just like 
Bob Dylan.

Finally, there’s Best Pic-
ture. There are a great co-
alition films nominated, 
but ultimately the contest 
is between No Country for 
Old Men and There Will Be 

Blood. At the end of the day,  
the prize will go to There Will 
Be Blood. With incredible 
performances by Day-Lewis 
and Paul Dano, direction by 
the visionary Paul Thomas 
Anderson, incredible writ-
ing and cinematography, the 
film is not only one of the 
greatest movies of the year; 
it will go down in history as 
a classic. 

Be sure to check out the 
award ceremony on Sunday, 
Feb.  24 to see if these predic-
tions become a reality. You 
never know, the winners may 
surprise you.

Dory and 
Flounder 

Actors Daniel Day-Lewis, Ellen Page Oscar frontrunners 
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Viking gymnasts vault to glory
 Some teams crumble un-

der setbacks like injuries 
to their star athletes. Then 
there are teams like the girl’s 
gymnastics. 

The team started their sea-
son off strong, beating their 
season high score and go-
ing undefeated. Their lucky 
streak was broken, though, 
when they lost to conference 
leaders Glenbrook North and 
Deerfield. 

Yet on the upswing, the 
gymnastic team won against 
Maine West without their top 
two gymnasts, who both suf-
fered major injuries. 

“It really stinks to be up 
here and not do anything,” 
said freshmen Citlali Cuevas, 
who sprained her ankle by 
rolling her foot. Cuevas was 
not the only one who ended 
up injured. 

Senior captain Rachel Ari-
az tore her ACL and was not 
able to  participate in the end 
of the season competitions. 

Yet, despite the fact that she 
cannot compete, Ariaz is still 
supportive of her team’s suc-
cess. “I’m so proud of them,” 
said Ariaz.

The season went ex-
tremely well for new head 
coach and Special Education 
teacher Charlie Friedman. 
Friedman’s previous expe-
rience includes eight years 
of as an assistant coach to 
physical education teacher 
Sue Fosco.

 At their conference meet 
against Maine East, Glen-
brook North, Maine West, 
Deerfield and Highland Park 
on Thursday, Jan. 24, the 
team scored some major 
victories. 

Senior Melissa Otakan 
placed ninth all around and 
sixth in floor routine and 
bars.  Junior Meghan Henry 
placed tenth all around, 
sixth in beam, and seventh 
in floor routine. 

The team also placed third 
in their regional competition 

On Monday, Jan. 14, the 
Illinois High School Associa-
tion’s (IHSA) Board of Direc-
tors instated a random drug 
test program for all Illinois 
state athletes competing in 
the IHSA state series starting 
the 2008-2009 school year.  

By Liz Hartnett
Sports Editor against Fremdt, Hersey, Ev-

anston, and Hoffman Estates 
on Tuesday, Jan. 29, falling 
right behind number one in 
the state, Fremdt, and num-
ber eight, Hersey. 

Henry placed seventh 
all around and  junior Sar-
ah Takushi place tenth all 
around. 

“[Our victory] gets the 
school excited about our 
accomplishment,” said Ota-
kan. 

The team will lose two 
valuable assests this year, 
with Otakan and Ariaz grad-
uating. “It’s bittersweet,” 
said Otakan. 

Yet, the team is young and 
has much potential, illus-
trated by freshmen Cuevas 
and Deborah Steinberg.

Despite the losses and 
struggles that this year 
brought, the team’s achieve-
ments  are, according to 
Friedman, “ one of the best in 
years. I’m so very happy with 
their performance.”

IHSA implements 08-09 random drug test
By Linda Song

Sports Editor
These drug tests will be 

geared toward performance-
enhancing substances.  Yet, 
due to limited monetary re-
sources, the tests will only be 
administered to sports where 
the use of performance-
enhancing substances is 
prevalent.  

IHSA hopes to slowly 

build up the program, as they 
currently can only afford to 
support less than 1000 tests.  
In contrast, Texas, which 
installed drug testing at the 
urge of the state government, 
has enough resources to cov-
er more than 40,000 student 
athletes and has spent more 
than $6 million in the past 

two years.  
IHSA wishes to take this 

step to decrease the use of 
performance enhancers, and 
hopes to couple this program 
with a more active drug 
awareness campaign.  

Strength and conditioning 
coach Mark Feldner endorses 
this change, but forsees diffi-

culties implementing a drug 
testing program for such a 
wide scope of drugs.  

Despite their limitations, 
IHSA is optimistic for the 
future.  Illinois is the fourth 
state to have this program, 
and the only state to do so 
without the urgence of their 
state government.  

Senior Melissa Otakan practices for regionals, 
held on Tuesday, Jan. 29 at Fremdt High School. 
Several teammates placed within the top 50%.

Photo by  Rachel Spector

The North Star is proud to 
contribute all profits from 
advertisements this issue to 

School Chest.

NOTE: This is not a school-sponsored trip.
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Swim team ends season with splash

By Gabrielle Belavsky
Ed-Op Editor

By Akshita  Siddula
Reporter

Photo by  Jenna Hartnett

Kushnir makes slam
d u n k  a s  c a p t a i n

  
David Kushnir has been 

playing basketball since he 
was seven years old, and 
now, ten years later, he is 
not only starting on the boys’ 
varsity basketball team-he’s 
the captain of it. 

But he wasn’t just hand-
ed this prestigious posi-
tion; he had to work long 
and hard for it. 

His freshman year he 
suffered from a neck 
injury and sat out 
on many games, 
and the summer 
before his sophomore year 
a coach told him that he had 
no idea who Kushnir was or 
what his skills as a basketball 
player were. 

“That made me more de-
termined and it made me 
work harder to prove my-
self,” said Kushnir.

 His hard work paid off, 
and he went from playing 
his freshman year on the B-
Team to playing a starting 
position on the varsity team 
his junior year. 

“David has come a long 
way from freshman to se-
nior year, and his success is 

definitely self-made,” said 
varsity basketball coach Bill 
Pistorius.

Not only Kushnir’s, but 
also the team’s biggest ac-
complishment of the season 
was defeating district rival 
Niles West this past No-
vember.

“[Kushnir] definite-
ly pushed the team 
and got them ex-

cited and  focused 
to beat West. His 
approach and en-
ergy helped the 
players, as did 
his determina-

tion,” said Pistorius.
As team captain, Kushnir 

has the responsibility to 
lead his team and get them 
pumped up and ready for 
games, and he succeeds in 
doing so.

“I try to help out the team 
by getting points on the board 
during games and pushing 
them to do the same,” said 
Kushnir.

Although, the 2008 sea-
son didn’t start out quite the 
way the team had hoped, 
with Kushnir as captain, the 
team dynamic is now stron-
ger than ever.

By Emily Shulmanovich
Reporter

Vikettes dance their way to victory

Unlike most other teams 
they are competing against, 
the Niles North boys’ swim 
team is more focused on 
honing their skills rather 
than merely winning.

“This year is all about 
rebuilding and improving. 
Many of the swimmers on 
varsity are new to this level 
of competition, but they are 
determined and motivated 
to do their best,” said Seth 
Orlove, boys’ swimming 
head coach.

This year’s team of 40 
members is considerably 
smaller than last year’s team 
of 55 members.  

Although many new stu-
dents, especially freshmen,  
have joined the team, a sig-
nificant number of swim-
mers either graduated or did 
not return for the new year. 

Orlove has been an as-
sistant swim coach at Niles 
North since 1996, and head 
coach since 2000. 

He is currently working 
toward developing the young 
swimmers’ skills. “I want to 
see them be their best, and 
do their best not just in the 
competitive end, but by re-
fusing to accept mediocrity,” 
said Orlove. 

The team shows up at 
7:00 a.m. three mornings out 
of the week to practice for an 

hour before school and then 
has practice for two hours 
after school. 

They also practice on Sat-
urdays for three hours. That 
is a total of eight practices 
a week, or 14 hours a week.
The team spends a majority 
of their practice time swim-
ming laps and trying to break 
their times. 

Some might think that 
holding  practices twice a day 
is too much, but the swim-
mers disagree. 

“[Orlove] is  tough, but 
he knows what to do to chal-
lenge and push you to do 
your best,” said sophomore 
Fedya Titov, who is swim-
ming on varsity for the first 
time this year. 

Co-captain Mike Rotstein 
also has a positive outlook on 
the season. “The team this 
year is not as strong as last 
year’s, but a lot more people 
have joined and we are trying 
our best to get better,” said 
Rotstein. 

The season comes ends 
for the majority of the team 
on Saturday, Feb. 16, with 

sectionals at New Tri-
er. Their record so far is 
1-1-6. Yet for one swim-
mer the season may end 
with the state competition 
on Friday, Feb. 22. 

Senior and co-captain 
Will Ikeda is expected to 
make state this year as 
well as break more of his 
own records. Last year he 
placed third in state in the 
100 yd. breaststroke. 

“Swimming is hard, 
but very rewarding. This 
season has been  chal-
lenging so far, but the 
companionship has made 
it worthwhile,” said Ike-
da. 

With the end of their 
season quickly approach-
ing, the team hopes to 
achieve all the goals set, 
whether personal or not.

“I don’t really have 
any goals for the teams. 
They all have personal 
goals and personal bests 
which they want to meet, 
but I am not aiming for 
anything definite,” said 
Orlove. 

Their final home meet 
against Maine West was 
on Friday, Feb. 1. Al-
though both junior varsity 
and varsity lost, the boys 
are looking forward to 
the end of the season and 
wish the best for Ikeda 
at state. 

Victory and Vikings are 
two words that go perfect-
ly together. The Vikettes  
proved that on Saturday, 
Jan. 26 at Navy Pier at their 
first competition of the sea-
son. 

The junior varsity squad 
placed fourth in the hip 
hop division and the var-
sity squad placed fifth in the 
poms division.

After the competition, the 
Vikettes viewed a video of 
their performance and 
were suprised to find 
that they did better 
than they expected. 

In fact, they re-
ceived great feedback 
from the judges and  
missed qualifying for 
state by a margin of less 
than ten points.

Coach Annalizza Delf-
in hopes to bring the team 
to state with her new line 
up. Co-captain Michelle 
Penaranda enthusiastically 
agrees.

With the season just be-
ginning, the Vikettes are 
looking forward to new rou-
tines and many more com-

petitions.
“When the season started, 

it was really hard because 
everyone knew only a few 
people, but we all have more 
positive attitudes than what 
we used to have and we all 
try to support each other 
whenever we can,” said 
Penaranda. 

This is the first time 
in three years that the 
Vikettes have been 
separated into two 
separate teams: junior 
varsity and varsity. 

“It’s nice to have two 
teams because you al-
ways have a support 
system behind you,” says 
Delfin.  Although there are 
two separate teams, both 

squads continually 
practice together.

Varsity and ju-
nior varsity prac-

tice together three times a 
week, along with a separate 
practice for both squads. 
The varsity Vikettes put in 

about six hours every week 
into their practices. 

After learning jumps, 
memorizing new routines, 
and retaining their flexibil-
ity by stretching, they con-

tinually practice the dance 
they learned even outside of 
practice. 

Their dedication is il-
lustrated to their coach and 
other teammates by their 
constant practicing. 

The most rewarding as-
pect about being on Vikettes 

for Penaranda is being 
approached by ad-
mirers after perfor-
mances. 

“The most re-
warding part of be-
ing a Vikette is when 

other people come up 
to you, saying that they 

want to be a Vikette because 
they love the dance we did,” 
Penaranda explained. 

She felt that their last com-
petition was one of her best 
and strongest performances 
this year. Both teams were  
happy with the outcome of 
their performances.  

With a good performance 
record, determined work 
ethic,  and Niles North cheer-
ing them on and showing 
their support, the Vikettes 
will   hopefully score another 
victory and qualify for state 
at their next competition on 
Saturday, Feb. 16. 

Senior Uriel Rotstein competes in the 100 yard butterfly event at Deerfield on 
Friday, Jan. 18. The team’s sectional meet is on Saturday,  Feb. 16. at New Trier.
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