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Weight Room Renovation!  
 

The Niles North weight room 
offers some brand-new addi-
tions to sports players who 
are ready to bulk up for the 
upcoming seasons. More on 
page 3.

New logo hits Niles North 
with a VICTORY!

North Security Director Paul Banks (left) and 
District Security Head Jim DiJohn discuss a 
problem with the school buses on Friday, Aug. 31.

Editor in Chief

Niles North grad garners 
national scholarship

By Alyssa Goldman
Editor-in-Chief
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This year, the swipe system has been instituted in all study halls.  Above, students 
work in the English and Social Studies resource center during study hall.

Niles North makes AYP

Summer brings striking changes to North

After years of debate and 
discussion, Niles North fac-
ulty and students have de-
cided on a brand-new Viking 
logo.

Last year, staff and stu-
dents were given the choice  

the economically disadvan-
taged) had to meet or exceed 
standards in mathematics 
and reading.

As a whole, 67.3 percent 
of Niles North students met 
or exceeded federal math 
and reading standards.

Every year the standards 
become increasingly dif-
ficult to reach. By the year 
2014, 100 percent of the 
student population must 
meet standards.

Even though Niles North’s 
scores have risen this year 
that does not necessarily 
mean that this uphill trend 
will continue. 

“Every year there is a 
whole new group of juniors 
taking these tests...the scores 
might go up or down,” said 
Robert Freeman, principal 
of Niles North. 

Faculty and staff believe 
that if the students prepare 
for the PSAE, they will con-
tinue to do well on it.

“Students tried their best 
and took advantage of all the 
resources that were provid-
ed,” said  college counselor 
Donna Virklan.

Banks succeeds DiJohn as North security director

to decide on which Viking 
logo would replace the old 
one. The former school logo 
was a direct copy of the 
Minnesota Vikings (an NFL 
football team) logo.

The new logo is displayed 
in the front lobby of the 
school.

Niles North 2007 gradu-
ate, Emily Morrissey, was the 
winner of the national “Gim-
mie Five Scholarship.”

This program gave Mor-
risey a $5,000 scholarship  
for college and a $5,000 

grant to Niles North High 
School.

The $5,000 grant will 
help support students with 
financial needs in ACT prep 
classes.

Morrissey is currently a 
freshman at the University 
of Illinois-Urbana.

For the first time since 
2001 (when the No Child 
Left Behind legislation was 
enacted), Niles North High 
School passed the 2007 
Adequate Yearly Progress 
(AYP) Status Report.

Niles North’s progress 
was determined by the PSAE 
that was taken by the class of 
2007. The PSAE consists 
of the ACT and the Illinois 
work keys; both those tests 
equally decide whether a 
school has made AYP.

Both Niles West and Niles 
North’s scores significantly 
increased. Niles North’s av-
erage went from a 21.9 to a 
22.5 composite score, a 0.6 
increase. Niles West’s aver-
age increased from a 21.8 to 
a 22.3 composite score, a 0.5 
increase. 

Despite Niles West’s im-
provement, the school still 
did not make AYP.

In order to achieve AYP, 
55 percent of students from 
each group (consisting of 
different racial groups, stu-
dents with disabilities, and 
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By Carley Wigod
Focus Editor

On Wednesday, Aug. 1, 
the Skokie Police Depart-
ment’s Paul Banks officially 
replaced Jim DiJohn as secu-
rity director of Niles North.

Banks is “a people per-
son,  a  parent. . .I  think 
he has the personality to 
continue where I left off,” 
 said DiJohn, the new execu-
tive director of District 219 
Security.

Banks recently retired 
from the Skokie Police as 
commander of administra-
tive services. 

During his distinguished 
career of nearly 30 years, 
Banks  worked in many dif-
ferent capacities.  

Among other positions, 
he served as an evidence 
technician, Special Weapons 
and Tactics (SWAT) team 
member, firearms instructor, 
patrol officer, and detective. 

In accepting his new posi-
tion, one of Banks’ goals is 
for “everyone to understand 
that Security is here to help 
students have the best en-
vironment in order to have 

the best education...from 
freshman year on, we’re here 
to help.” 

For the past seven years, 
Banks has worked for Niles 
North as added security 
during many evening events, 
including football games, 
plays, concerts, and award 

By Katie Rosman
Managing Editor

ceremonies. 
This has enabled him to 

become familiar with Niles  
North’s climate and environ-
ment.

“The students, the teach-
ers, the staff...they’re just 
really great people to work 
with,” said Banks.   

Although the most notice-
able change to Niles North 
this summer was the instal-
lation of the Mondoturf on 
the football field, the school 
has been going through a 
variety of updates to improve 
various aspects of the North 
campus.

Just as last year, the caf-
eteria will be managed by Ar-
amark. This year, the school 
has opted to have Aramark 
handle the drinks and vend-
ing machines as well.

The vending machines 
now carry Pepsi instead of 
Coca-Cola products. Addi-
tionally, new laws designed 
to encourage healthy eat-
ing among students mean 
that only juices, water, and 
flavored water can be pur-
chased during the school 
day. Diet soft drinks, howev-
er, may be purchased before 

and after school.
“The changes when items 

can be sold and what’s in the 
vending machines are man-
dated by the 2007 Healthy 
Kids Act,” said Assistant 

Principal Carl Hagman.
Other changes to North 

include a brand-new foods 
lab for cooking classes and 
improved landscaping to the 
grounds and exterior lighting 

to the school.
Additionally, North has 

implemented a new swipe 
system for study halls in 
which junior students with 
a cumulative grade point 

average (G.P.A.) of 3.0 and 
seniors with an average 
G.P.A. 2.5 can swipe into 
the Student Commons.  Any 
student can enter one of the 
designated swipe areas as 
long as they have their stu-
dent IDs. 

The swimming pool has 
also undergone some minor 
changes this year: an acid 
washing of the pool and deck, 
the installation of drains in 
the swimming locker rooms, 
and new paint.

The pool hasn’t been 
changed significantly since 
North opened in 1964. Mak-
ing major changes has been a 
point of discussion at Board 
of Education meetings, ac-
cording to building manager 
Vickie Beck.

“The pool has been dis-
cussed on several occasions,” 
said Beck. “We firmly believe 
that the board is aware of 
[the pool’s] dire need.”



Students im-
mersed in Ger-
man culture
By Linda Song

Sports Editor

North welcomes new teachers
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Fresh luscious grass-cov-
ered valleys, mountains with 
cascading waterfalls; this 
paints only a small piece of 
the journey six Niles North 
students experienced this 
summer on their exchange 
trip to Germany. 

 The trip was composed 
of two parts: two weeks liv-
ing with German students 
who had visited Niles North 

last October (under the Ger-
man Exchange program) 
and a nine-day tour of the 
country.

The purpose of the pro-
gram was to “bring alive what 
students learn in books, ex-
perience a different culture, 
and create future relations,” 
said German teacher and 
sponsor Lydia Ronning.

“The trip was a great ex-
perience and an effective 
way to learn the language.  
It was interesting to learn 
the different nuances of the 
German culture,” said senior 
Annie Tillman.

In addition, students de-
Niles North students participate in a  high ropes course 
during their two-week stay in Bruchsal, Germany.

North students enjoy sehr gut German experience

On Tuesday, Aug. 28, 15 brand new Niles North faculty members kicked 
off their careers as Vikings. Front row (left to right): Allison Platt, Katie 
Kasprzak, Lauren Locallo, Page Powell, Amanda Lazzaro, Aaron Minkus, 
Chris Dedes, Eric Testa. Back row (left to right): Patrick Dure, Jim Haberl, 
Mike Boll, Kristen Koh, Daniel Paxson, Michael Swiatkiewicz, Mary Fahy.

Niles North theatre preview 
By Rebecca Rosman

Accent Editor

For many people, a trip 
to an exotic country is one 
of restful mornings on the 
sandy beaches and exhilarat-
ing nights on the town.

However, for Spanish 
teacher Susan Ranft, se-
lected as one of seven teach-
ers in North America  to an 
exchange with seven Chilean 
teachers, the experience was 
drastically different.

The Fulbright program,  
in operation since 1946, has 
sent 23,000 teachers, like 
Ranft, to countries all over 
the world.

For Ranft, who has lived 
in Spain before, the idea of 
living in Chile was a great 
opportunity to improve her 
verbal and cultural knowl-
edge of Spanish during the 
year-long process.

“It was very difficult at 
first, very frustrating espe-
cially because I know Span-
ish,” said Ranft. “It is very 
different, with other vo-

cabulary which I eventually 
picked up on.”

In addition to the culture 
shock, the school environ-
ment was an enormous ad-
justment for Ranft.

“The class size was up 
to 45 students, and their 
schedules are different every 
day,” said Ranft. “At first I 
was assigning homework 
and surprised when no one 
was coming back with it 
completed, even the good 
students.”

Since the students’ sched-
ules changed every day, Ran-
ft taught about 450 students 
during the year, making the 
interactions very imper-
sonal.

However, her journey was 
not all work and no play. 
Ranft was able to travel for a 
few weeks, seeing everything 
from volcanoes to glaciers in 
her travels.

Ranft hopes that her 
memorable experience will 
improve her teaching skills 
on this side of the border. 

Ranft returns to Niles North 
By Olga Volozhina

Photo Editor

A crazy bunch of in-laws, 
a western from the east,  a 
man named Marvin, and his 
surprising ex -lover called 
Whizzer; what do they all 
have in common? Each clas-
sic character will be featured 
in Niles North’s upcoming 
theater season. 

Coming this October, the 
audience is taken to early 
1980s Reagan-era America, 
for “Falsettoland,” a heart-
felt musical comedy with a 
dramatic twist. The musi-
cal  centers in on Marvin, 
a middle-aged man whose 
former gay lover, Whizzer, 
comes back to him with 
frightening news.  

 A staple of Niles North 
theatre, December’s One-Act 
Festival is a series of short 
plays run entirely by stu-
dents. This year, there will be 
18 different shorts including 
every imaginable genre. 

“The one-acts are really 
excellent for people who 
want to try on theatre, but 
don’t necessarily have the 
time or the experience to 
commit for our other per-
formances,” said senior and 
Thespian President Jason 
Silverman.  

This semester’s main au-
ditorium feature, “You Can’t 
Take it With You,” is a com-
edy written by George S. 
Kauffman and Moss Hart in 
1936. Be prepared to have 
your funny bone tickled for 
this play, coming Dec. 19-
20. 

“We all work really hard 
on each production, and hav-
ing everyone come out to see 
the performances and their 
reactions makes all our work 
feel worth it,” said senior and 
Thespian Laura Sturm.  

With this year’s variety 
and award-winning theatre 
troupe, the 2007-08 season 
is a must-see. 
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veloped close-knit relation-
ships with their exchange 
partners.  

“I created friendships that 
will last a lifetime,” stated 
Tillman.  

Also, during this time, 
students toured nearby cit-
ies, castles, and manors. The 
final leg of the trip was com-
posed of visiting the major 
cities of Germany.  

In the end, students 
walked away with a stronger 
grip on the German lan-
guage, a firm bond with their 
exchange partners, and the 
experience of an entirely dif-
ferent culture.  
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Due  to the extensive renovations in the Niles North weight room over 
the summer, athletes can enjoy a multitude of new training options.
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Niles North girls’ soccer team traveled to Spain and Sweden to compete in two international soccer tournaments, Gothia Cup and Copa Catalunya. 
Photos Courtesy of Susan Meyer

 
Over the summer, Niles 

North’s weight room was 
revamped for the upcoming  
year with new equipment as 
well as a fresh paint job. 

All of the equipment 
was replaced except for the 
dumbbells, which remain in 
fine condition. The Physical 
Welfare department bought 
similar but new equipment. 

Some of the old weight 
apparatus are still being used 
and can be found in the fit-
ness facility. 

The weight room under-
went this extreme makeover 
because a majority of the 
equipment was ineffective.

 “On a normal day we 
would have as many as 400 
students coming in and work-
ing out. And after school 
there would be anywhere 
from 70 to 90 students. The 
old equipment just wasn’t 
providing results worthy of 

the time that these students 
put into training,” said Mark 
Feldner, head of strength 

and conditioning at Niles 
North. 

Both Niles West and Niles 

North were allotted $50,000 
to spend on the new equip-
ment. The school reviewed 

bids from several different 
companies before they de-
cided on hiring Hammer 
Strength.

“They were able to pro-
vide us with safe and effec-
tive equipment that we were 
able to afford on our budget,” 
said Feldner. 

“The new equipment is 
easier to use because it’s less 
complicated; almost anyone 
can use it,” says Angelica Wa-
linski, a member of the girl’s 
varsity volleyball team. 

The football team, as well 
as the girls’ varsity volleyball 
team sacrificed a weekend in 
mid-July to help repaint the 
weight room in its new col-
ors of purple and silver.   

Due to the weight room’s 
renovations, it is  now con-
sidered on par with some 
college facilities.  

  “It really is something to 
be proud of, and everyone at 
North should take advantage 
of this opportunity,” said  
Feldner.   

Golf team looks fore-ward

 Niles North’s varsity golf 
team began their season 
with two losses. Despite 
their record and low mem-
bership, the team remains 
positive about their upcom-
ing prospects.

“We have a very young 
team with potential, so goals 
would be to gain some good 
experience this year and get 
a few wins,” said head coach 
Ryan Geu.  

The team, 
consisting of 
five freshmen, 
s ix  juniors , 
and one se-
nior, will par-
ticipate in 20 
more matches 
and tourna-
ments until 
the season 

ends in October. 
Assistant Coach Fred-

erick Wulfram, consumer 
education teacher, wants 
to stay competitive and im-
prove each player’s personal 
game. 

“The guys need to only 
focus on themselves,” said 
Wulfrum.  

Another team problem 
is the small turnout of 

players. Golf is a no-
cut program; coaches 
will accept anyone who 
wants to be part of the 
team. It is hard to com-
pete with schools like 
New Trier where 100 
students try out for a 20 
person team. 

The golf team com-
petes in tournaments on 
Saturdays and at least two 
meets a week. The next 
tournament is Saturday, 
Sept. 8. 

By Sana Fayyaz
Reporter

By Elyssa Cherny 
Reporter 

Heavy duty work done on weight room 
By Akshita Siddula

Reporter

Between Friday, July 
6 and Monday, July 23, a 
group of 17 girls from every 
level of the Niles North girls’ 
soccer program traveled to 
Europe to complete with 
soccer players from all over 
the globe.

The group played in the  
Gothia Cup in Gothenburg, 
Sweden, and in the Copa 
Catalunya Competition in 
Barcelona, Spain.

The Gothia Cup is the 
largest youth tournament in 
the world with an under-17 
girls’ division containing 98 
teams. Although the Vikings 
lost their first playoff game 
during a close match that 
came down to penalty kicks, 
the girls played extremely 
well and placed second in 

their division.
The Copa Catalunya Com-

petition was a significantly 
smaller competition, and 
the Vikings played even bet-
ter. They  won their bracket 
and placed fourth in their 
division.

The girls went into the 
competitons intimidated 
about playing against Euro-
pean teams, but their opin-
ions changed once on the 
soccer field. 

“The American teams 
were generally better than 
the European ones”, said 
senior Shizue Taerbaum.  

The team is sure that this 
trip will help them when the 
season begins in March.

Coach Kevin Hogendorp,  
sponsor of the trip, said, 
“When the season starts, 
things will be set to go.”  Ju-
nior and junior varsity player 

Danit Aharoni agreed. 
“We got to see how other 

teams play in different coun-
tries, so it’ll hopefully help 
us a lot next season.” she 
stated.

While on the trip, the 
teammates bonded with 
one another which trans-
lated into their teamwork 
on the soccer field.  “We all 
agreed that this team was a 
lot more cohesive [than last 
season’s team]. We played 
and got along better,” said 
Taerbaum.

Hogendorp said, “This 
trip was more than just play-
ing in soccer competitions, 
the girls got to experience 
different cultures by using 
soccer.”

“It was definitely an expe-
rience I’m going to remem-
ber for the rest of my life,” 
said Aharoni.

Soccer conquers Europe

...Sports worth 1000 words
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Turf of dreams: A Viking story

In late May 2007, con-
struction began on the 
Niles North football and 
soccer field to create an 
area covered with Mon-
doturf. This new field has 
a number of benefits. It 
retains less heat than 
traditional  artificial turf, 
and players and coaches 
say it is easier to run on. 
The field measures 180 
yards by 70 yards.

Construction crews 
from the Mondo Kiefer 
company  first excavated 
the dirt from the original 
field and placed gravel 
over the ground. They 
then placed Mondoturf 
over the gravel. At pres-
ent, the football  and soc-

cer teams are practicing 
and playing on the new 
turf. The field was inau-
gurated on Friday, Aug. 
31 at North’s first foot-
ball home game, a big 
victory against Chicago’s 
Taft High School.  

The turf is featured on 
playing  fields around the 
world.

“Mondoturf has been 
used in the last three 
Olympic Games and will 
be used in Beijing in 
2008,” said Director of 
Athletics Karl Costello. 

Costello added that if 
Chicago wins the 2016 
Olympics, those athletes 
may be running on Mon-
doturf too.


