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Musical Madness
 

Niles North Theatre will be 
putting on its annual musi-
cal on March 16th-17th. This 
year’s feature is “Peter Pan.” 
See pages 4-5 for more.

Artifical turf approved 
for football field

Photo by Didi Spanos
Students drop off their old school work to the 
paper-only recycling bin in the back of the school.

By Sana Fayyaz
Reporter

By Stan Golovchuk
Editor in Chief

WYSE members rank 
high at competition

By Didi Spanos
Photographer

Photo by David Kohn
A worker welds a piece of metal to the northwest side of the new building in the 
new wing of Westfield Mall Old Orchard. If everything goes according to plan, 
mall administrators say the wing will be open to the public by next autumn.

LifeSource returns for ‘07 blood drive

Local mall to add new shops, restaurants

The District 219 school 
board approved $1.1 million 
to install artificial turf on the 
troublesome patch of grass 
inside of Chuck Poz stadium. 
Problems with the grass in-

 

 

The Recycling Club is 
encouraging Niles North stu-
dents and faculty members 
to participate in a paper re-
cycling contest that may earn 
money for the school. 

The purpose of the contest 
is to collect all types of clean, 
dry paper from Niles North 
as well as the community. 
The bright green and yellow 
bin is conveniently located at 
the back of the school.

The Abitibi Paper Retriev-
er, the host of the contest, is 
encouraging schools to in-
crease their paper recycling 
by 25 percent more than the 
previous year.

Last year, Niles North col-
lected a total of 13.5 tons of 
paper. If this year’s goal of 
18 tons of paper is collected, 
then Niles North may earn 
at least $500, which would 
be used to buy additional 
recycling materials. 

The paper is weighed by a 
scale on the collection truck 
to determine the amount 
of money the school will 

earn. The Abitibi Paper Re-
triever then turns its recy-
cled content into newsprint.  
     “The corporation really 
wants to increase the paper 
collected to increase their 
number of sales,” said Susan 
Trzaskus, a science teacher 
and past sponsor of the En-
vironmental Club.

According to the Abitibi 
Paper Retriever, redirecting 
this paper from the waste 
stream annually saves over 

2.2 million cubic yards of 
landfill space.

“Anybody can bring their 
paper,” said Pamela Front-
zak, a co-sponsor of the 
Recycling Club. “We even 
sent letters to Old Orchard 
Shopping Center to bring 
their paper over.”

Newspapers, magazines, 
catalogs, office/school pa-
pers and mail are accepted. 
Plastic, glass, metal and 
trash will not be accepted.

 New recycling contest provokes participation 

Niles North held its an-
nual blood drive on Wednes-
day, Feb. 28 in the Student 
Commons from 8 a.m. to 4 
p.m.

LifeSource, Chicagoland’s 
Blood Center, is the non-
profit organization that col-
lects blood and supplies 
it to nearly 94 percent of 
Chicago’s hospitals.

The blood drive is co-
ordinated by members of  
Student Association.

Niles North has been 
holding a blood drive anu-
ally for more than 15 years, 
calling on both students and 
teachers to contribute to the 
cause. 

During last year’s drive, 
“112 people donated, and 
80 units of blood were col-
lected,” said Student As-
sociation co-sponsor and 
Library Media Specialist 
Angela Condon.

Some students  were 
turned away for various 
reasons, including a low 
weight, low iron count in 

their blood, having given 
blood in the past eight weeks, 
or not being in good physical 
condition.

In order to volunteer as 
a donor, all students must 
present a parent signature. 
This policy had to change 
from last year, when all stu-
dents over the age of seven-
teen could volunteer without 
parental approval. 

The reason for this change 
is because, “Many parents 
were complaining that their 
children were donating blood 
when they didn’t want them 
to,” says Junior and Student 
Association Secretary Rachel 
Gliebe.

Before being approved for 
donation, LifeSource tests 
all  potential donors for iron 
count. If healthy enough, 
students are then prepared 
to have their blood drawn.

Afterwards, all  donors are 
required to stay for at least 
ten minutes, as a low blood 
level results in various symp-
toms such as fatigue and 
dehydration. These symp-
toms can potentially cause 
fainting.

cluded poor drainage, which 
often resulted in cancella-
tions due to a wet field. 

Installation will be com-
pleted by Mondo/Kiefer 
USA, one of the five compa-
nies the district was consid-
ering for doing the job. The 
turf will not only provide 

a better playing field for 
North’s soccer and football 
teams, but will also provide 
additional opportunities for 
recreational and educational 
use. 

Installation of the turf is 
not expected to disrupt sum-
mer sports activites. 

Construction has already 
begun to add a new branch 
to the northwest wing of 
Westfield Shoppingtown Old 
Orchard, to be opened later 
this year.  

According to Shannon 
Ridgeway, Marketing Di-
rector at the mall, West-
field decided to add a new 
branch after Saks Fifth Av-
enue closed. 

“The mall is always look-
ing for new ways to provide 
shopping opportunities for 
its customers,” added Ridge-
way. 

At this time Westfield is 
still finalizing the tenants of 
the new branch, though it’s 
unclear exactly what stores 
will be renting the space cre-
ated by the wing.

However, it is clear that 
the new wing will feature 
“high end restaurants, walk-

in restaurants, and specialty 
shops,” said General Man-
ager of Old Orchard Thomas  
Sikolar. 

The new addition will 
be modeled as an outdoor/
lifestyle mall, in a similar 
fashion to the rest of Old 
Orchard. 

In addition to provid-
ing customers with new 
shopping opportunities, the 
mall will also be a source of 
additional jobs for North 
students. 

“I’m looking forward to 
the new stores being added 
because I’ll try to get a job at 
the stores,” said Sr. Michael 
Robin. 

The new stores are ex-
pected to open either at the 
end of August or the begin-
ning of September of this 
year. 

The new wing represents 
the first major construction 
done on mall shops since 
1995.

Several North students 
participated in the World-
wide Youth in Science and 
Engineering (WYSE) 2007 
regional Academic Challenge 
held at Oakton Community 

College in February.
Seniors Michael Thariath 

and Danil Smiles, junior 
Harry Hsiao, and sopho-
more Ashir Isaakov were 
ranked  within the top three 
in categories such as graphi-
cal engineering, physics, and 
chemistry.
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I imagine it’s pretty hard 
for underclassmen to con-
template a Niles North where 
there does not seem to be a 
security guard for every stu-
dent. Security has become 
such a huge part of the school 
landscape that the purple 
clad guards seem to have 
blended with the scenery. 

There is nothing wrong 
with the purpose for employ-
ing so many guards at our 

Security needs fine-tuning

school. Since North went on 
its security hiring frenzy, tar-
diness, absences, and theft 
have all dropped signifi-
cantly, three problems which 
used to be severe here.  

An additional perk is an 
increased amount of free 
time for teachers, who are no 
longer booked for lunch pa-
trol or similar duties. Though 
it may seem the contrary,  
these things aren’t necessar-
ily healthy for students.

High school, more than 
elementary or middle lev-
els, is a period of growth. 
Though one may mature to 
a greater physical extent in 
elementary school, and reach 
the brink of insanity through 
middle school adolescence, 
it is during high school that 

most students become young 
adults.

It is irresponsible on be-
half of the school to fail to 
acknowledge the importance 
of bestowing at least some 
independence upon its stu-
dents. Enlisting an army 
of security guards makes it 
nearly impossible for the stu-
dent body to decide anything 
for itself.

The high level of security 
may leave students with no 
other choice to attend class 
now, but who will be forcing 
them when they leave for 
college? Understanding the 
repercussions of ditching a 
class may be a much more 
valuable lesson to students; 
than the correct way to use a 
semi-colon.

Excessive security detrimentalRandom drug testing 
essential for athletes

Niles North High School 
was once listed among the 
best and the safest schools in 
the North Shore, yet  I have 
been noticing more and more  
how unbalanced the levels of 
security are in different parts 
of the school. 

In the mornings while 
walking into the building, 
there is no guarantee that 
only Niles North students are 
coming into our school.  

It seems that the only 
thing needed to walk inside 
undisturbed is a backpack.

On the other end of the 
spectrum, however, many 
students cannot even go 
to the bathroom without 
at least one security guard 
demanding a pass.

If a student fails to show a 
pass they can either be sent 
back to class or written a 
referral to the Dean’s Office, 
all because they didn’t have 
a slip of paper with them.

The security guards have 
been employed by our ad-
ministration to keep the 
students safe. Although any-
thing is possible, there is a 
significantly smaller risk of 
being in immediate danger 
because of a lacking bath-
room pass than letting any-
body with a jacket through 
the front door.

Niles North should tight-
en up before something seri-
ous occurs, as it is better to 

be safe than sorry.
For instance, what if a 

student from another school 
came for a Niles North stu-
dent, looking to pick a fight? 
What if somebody wanted to 
bring in a bomb or a gun? 

Perhaps our administra-
tion should invest in  metal 
detectors for the front en-
trance, or add a swipe-in 
system to the entrances, so 
that only students and staff  
could get in the school in the 
mornings.

Whatever the plan of ac-
tion is, security guards need 
to focus less on hall passes, 
and more on who actually 
gets inside of our schools.

 Security guards need to 
use their energy to keep out 
those who do not belong at 
Niles North instead of chas-
ing students down the hall-
ways for their passes.

High schools throughout 
America have jumped on the 
bandwagon of random drug 
testing of their athletes, yet 
the schools of District 219 
have no such plan installed.  

Karl Costello, athletic di-
rector of Niles North, said 
that drug testing is effective, 
but it is for “the community 
and the Board of Education 
to determine [it as a require-
ment].”   

 In 2002, the Supreme 
Court had ruled that public 
schools have no jurisdiction 
randomly testing students, 
but if they participated in 
athletics, they could be sub-
jected to such tests, private 
schools excluded. 

At Niles North, all athletes 
are already required to sign a 
Code of Conduct, which for-
bids athletes to “use, possess, 
buy, sell, barter or distribute 
any illegal substance.” If they 
violate the Code, students 
may be suspended for an 
entire season or even their 
high school career. 

Nevertheless, athletes 
strive to achieve their best in 
whatever sport they partici-
pate, and often it is tempting 
to turn to supplements to 
improve their performance.  
This is especially true during 
high pressure competitions.   

Regardless of the coach’s 
suspicions, how can the 

school determine the num-
ber of athletes that use illegal 
substances unless they are 
“caught in the act?” 

 Opponents of random 
drug testing see it as an ex-
pensive, unnecessary proce-
dure that violates a person’s 
privacy rights. But if one 
$60 drug test prevents and 
stops a student from going 
down the road of narcotics, 
then it is worth it to save that 
person’s life. 

The repercussion of only 
one random drug test drives 
caution into the entire school; 
preventing many students, in 
a wide variety of sports, from 
using illegal substances.  

According to Newsweek, 
when drug testing was used 
in the military, the number of 
positive tests declined from 
27% to 1.5%.  This is a clear 
example of effectiveness of 
random drug testing.  

On a less hazardous note, 
athletes are the forefront 
representing Niles North to 
other schools and commu-
nities. They should embody 
the school’s goals and prin-
ciples, by having a drug free 
lifestyle.  

Niles North should look to 
the example set by the state 
of New Jersey, whose legis-
lator this past June passed a 
law requiring all high school 
(public and private) athletes 
to take a drug test.    

Random tests force ath-
letes to make decisions, and 
the consequences of the 
decisions made are far more 
significant. 

The lost opportunity of 
turning a life around versus 
saving money is far more 
serious in the long run.  

By Linda Song
Reporter

By Gabby Belavsky
Reporter

By David Deutsch 
News Editor
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Early campaign aids 
voters, candidates

Donating blood  beneficial for future

Every day, thousands of 
people are involved in hor-
rific car accidents or ghastly 
fires that cause them to lose  
pints of blood. Their bodies 
cannot replenish this deficit 
because of the stress they 
have just gone through. 

Typically, these are the 
people that will most likely 
require a blood transfusion 
to save their life. 

Students should donate 
blood because of all the ben-
efits they can provide for 
others in fairly convenient 
way.

According to Blood Cen-
ters of the Pacific, about 4.5 
million Americans would die 
each year without transfu-
sions, and one pint of blood 
saves three lives. 

If someone donated blood 
starting at age 17 until they 
were 76 every 56 days, they 
would have donated 48 gal-
lons of blood; however, every 
little bit helps.

Also, an advantage to giv-
ing blood is that it is not det-
rimental to one’s health.

Donating blood will not 
decrease your strength, and 

By Rebecca Rosman
Sports Editor By Carley Wigod

Feature Editor

Arielle Ness-Cohn      Sr.
“No, because I would 
be too scared of 
the huge needle.”

Jake Weingart            Jr.
“I would want to, but 
I’m not very good with 
needles and I would pass 
out on the floor.” 

It’s not that I don’t respect 
Hillary Clinton and Barack 
Obama for trying to become 
the first of a minority to 
be president of the United 
States.

And it’s not that I don’t 
encourage a little friendly 
competition.

But come on, the election 
is in a year and eight months. 
On face value, it would be 
what newspaper folk call 
“untimely.” However, the 
American people seem to 
disagree on what is news-
worthy, because I see or hear 
a story about the newest, 
usually pointless, election 
update everyday.

In fact, the website for The 
Chicago Tribune’s Nation/
World section has an entire 
section dedicated to all of the 
people who would like to run 
for president in 2008.

I understand the reason-
ing behind all the election 
hype: voting is what has al-
ways made America so great. 
If we don’t cast our vote, we 
are letting others choose our 
government. But on the off  
chance that it doesn’t take 
20 months to decide which 
candidate is right, we might 
be able to look at some of the 
news being overshadowed by 
Election Fever. 

For instance, while Clin-
ton and Obama are fundrais-
ing for more money to slan-

der one another, the prime 
minister of Italy, Romano 
Prodi, resigned causing the 
center-left government that 
had been in place for only 
nine months to collapse and 
then regain power.

And while David Geffen, 
wealthy producer and ex-
ecutive, played favorites with 
Obama, to Clinton’s chagrin, 
the Pentagon announced 
that they were sending over 
14,000 National Guard 
troops back to Iraq next 
year in order to complete the 
troop build-up the current 
president has ordered.

But the election fury is 
not solely Democratic; the 
Grand Old Party’s joining in. 
According to www.aol.com, 
there are already 13 Repub-
licans to keep in mind for the 
not-so-upcoming election 
with over a year and a half 
until November 2008. 

Included in this list of 
possible Republican con-
tenders are Jim Gilmore, 
who currently does not hold 
a position in the Senate or 
House of Representatives, 
and Newt Gingrich, former 
congressman and speaker of 
the House who resigned after 
ethical charges arose.

The 2008 election will be 
the first election in which my 
peers and I will be able to 
have our say in the govern-
ment, and I, personally, am 
ecstatic. 

But at the end of the day, 
we have to ask ourselves, is 
it appropriate to focus on 
stories such as The Chicago 
Tribune’s account of Clinton 
and Obama’s petty argument 
and distant election when 
poverty, death, genocide, 
and so much more are right 
in front of us?

You may be familiar with 
the saying the early bird gets 
the worm. Many of the presi-
dential hopefuls for the 2008 
election certainly are. 

In October alone, Iowa 
was visited by 10 potential 
presidential candidates for 
the 2008 campaign. Critics 
argue  that  early campaign-
ing is unnecessary; they 
warn that voters will quickly 
grow tired of the potential 
candidates. 

In reality, however, get-
ting such a head start on 
campaigning benefits both 
the politicians and the voters. 
Early campaigning makes for 
a more knowledgeable voter 
and creates diversity among 
the prospective candidates. 

The upcoming presiden-
tial race includes contend-
ers who have started some 
of the earliest campaigning 
in presidential race history. 
Voters are given an early look 
at the front runners and their 
platforms. They also can gain 
knowledge about how candi-
dates feel about the issues, 
how they handle stress, how 
they stack up against each 
other, and how they over-
come sticky situations. 

Can they recover from 
times when they speak first 
and think later? How do they 
respond to their competi-
tors?  Do they really know 
the issues? Do they change 

their positions every time the 
wind blows? 

The longer candidates are 
in the race, the more infor-
mation voters have.    

Of course, most elections 
are driven by who raises the 
most money. Some argue 
that the longer the races, 
the more those with deep 
pockets benefit. 

Though this belief may 
describe the current crop 
of 2008 presidential can-
didates, the reality is that 
longer campaigns give less-
er-known and less funded 
candidates a fair shot to get 
their message out and raise 
money. 

With months of addition-
al exposure, campaigners 
aren’t able to simply  depend 
on their notoriety or huge 
sources of family wealth in 
order to gain popular and 
monetary support. 

This actually expands the 
field; more time means that 
those with the best message 
and best organization have 
the best shot of building a 
base of support. 

It is true that voters may 
grow weary of political blus-
ter, negative campaigns and 
candidates who shoot them-
selves in the feet with short 
tempers and dumb remarks. 
And in states with late pri-
maries, including Illinois, 
voters end up feeling that the 
nomination is decided before 
they go to the polls. 

In some ways, early cam-
paigns do increase the odds 
of cynical voters. On the 
other hand, candidates and 
voters have much to gain. 

Candidates should declare 
early, campaign hard, and 
trust voters to make our de-
mocracy work. 

By Olga Volozhina
Business Manager

it is very safe to donate blood; 
it is impossible to get AIDS 
or other infectious diseases.

As well, the body will re-
place red blood cells within 
three to four weeks.

Furthermore, the actual 
process of donating blood is 
not time consuming.

It is only four steps: medi-
cal history, quick physical, 
donation, and then a snack. 
The actual donation process 
takes less than 10 minutes, 
while the whole process may 
take about 45 minutes.

Though participating in a 
blood drive may be intimi-
dating, donating blood is a 
quick and important way to 
make a difference in some-
one else’s life.

Would you be willing 
to donate your blood 
in a blood drive? 

Election hype dis-
tracts from news
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Niles North History Projects ready for regionals

DECA heads to Decatur for state competition
By Katie Rosman 

	 	 				Ed-Op	Editor	

On Friday, Mar. 2—oth-
erwise known as Teacher 
Institute Day—most Niles 
North students caught up 
on some well-deserved sleep. 
Yet 30 students were instead 
in the midst of a three-day 
trip to Decatur, Illinois, to 
participate in the state-wide 
DECA competition.

Students first competed 
on Thursday, Feb. 1 at DECA 
regional competition, held at 
the College of Lake County, 
in order to qualify for state. 

Students entered a variety 
of different marketing and 
business categories. Some 
created their own commu-
nity service projects; others 
participated in the “Learn 
and Earn,” a fundraising 
endeavor, or “Role Play,” in 

which judges simulated typi-
cal workplace situations and 
competitors were evaluated 
on their responses.

All students were required 
to write a 30-page research 
paper in addition to their 
projects. 

Niles North students 
qualified for state in many 
different areas, including ac-
counting, apparel and acces-
sories, automotive services, 
food marketing, restaurant 
and food service, sports and 
entertainment marketing, 
and hospitality services.

“It’s a really great experi-
ence for the students,” said 
Cooperative Distributive 
Education (CDE) teacher 
Angela Hankes, who along 
with fellow CDE teacher 
Mary Nagelvoort, sponsors 
the DECA club.

DECA is a part of the cur-

riculum for CDE; students 
in this class are required to 
complete a project. However, 
because a separate DECA 
club also exists for students 
not in the class, it isn’t es-
sential to be in CDE to enter 
the DECA competition.

For some, the DECA expe-
rience will continue after the 
state competition itself. For 
example, “Universal Roots,” 
a community service project 
created to provide relief 
for victims of  the ongoing 
genocide in Darfur, will con-
tinue to raise funds and raise 
awareness.

“What  we essent ia l-
ly wanted to do was raise 
awareness and leave a legacy 
[as well as] fundraise,” said 
Universal Roots group mem-
ber senior Yuri Kleban.  “And 
that doesn’t end [at the com-
petition].” 

River Reversed
Daley’s	 Chicago	 Shines	 in-
Spite	of	Competition
Struggling to Maintain 
Lankmark Status
Documentaries:
Cabrini	Green:	Green	Grass,	
Black	Future
Building Chicago
In	the	Arms	of	Angels
The Blues of Chicago
The	Negro	Problem
James Petrillo: Czar of 
the Music Industry
The	Rise	and	Fall	of	Samuel	

Insull
In the Midst of these 
Naked Circumstances: 
Poetry Magazine
Myra	Bradwell
The Untold Story of Lucy 
Parsons

Papers:
Education	 Chicago:	 The	
Failed	 Promise	 of	 Voca-
tional	Education	
The Conservative Vice 
Lords: The Rise and De-
cline of Chicago’s Oldest 

Gang
Relations	 Between	 Native	
Americans	 and	 White	 Set-
tlers	in	Chicago
Yiddish Theatre: A Hope 
in the Face of Hardship 
for Eastern European 
Jewish Immigrants in 
Chicago, 1880’s-1940’s
The	New	Deal	Murals:	The	
Beauty	 they	 Brought	 to	 a	
Depressed	Nation,	How	they	
Impacted	Chicago,	and	the	
Foundation	 for	 Preserva-
tion

The Man who Chose the 
Homeless
The	Goodman	Theatre:	To	
Restore	 Old	 Visions	 and	
Win	the	New
Mutual Benefit Soci-
eties: Immigrant Self 
Help and Survival in 
Chicago
Machine	 Politics	 in	 Chi-
cago:	 Richard	 J.	 Daley’s	
Mayoral	Reign,	Detrimen-
tal	and	Constructive
Camp Douglas: Chica-
go’s Civil War Stain

 

Exhibits:
Chicago	Blues:	A	Reason	to	
Sing	the	Blues
Art Therapy for the Great 
Depression
Cycling	Revolution
Chicago’s Enduring Chi-
nese Conclave
Chicago	Murals:	Pictures	of	
the	Past
The Grand Slams & 
Strikeouts of “Commy”
Chicago:	 Phoenix	 of	 the	
Midwest
Triumph over Nature: A 
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Prepare for a premium ‘Peter Pan’ performance

Photo	by	Jamie	Rubinstein
After school, sophomores Joseph Boersma, who is cast as John 
Darling, and Ari Kravitz, cast as Tootles, rigorously practice a song 
that they will perform in this year’s school musical, “Peter Pan.”  

By Barbara Stark 
	 	 				Photo	Editor

All alliteration aside, “Pe-
ter Pan” is this year’s spring 
musical. The performance 
will take place at Niles North 
High School in the audito-
rium on Thursday, Mar. 15 
at 10 a.m., Friday, Mar. 16 
at 10 a.m. and 7 p.m., and 
Saturday, Mar. 17 at 2 p.m. 
and 7 p.m. 

To select the musical, 
a group including theatre 
director Timothy Ortmann, 
orchestra teacher Pam Hen-
drix, choir teacher Dan Gre-
german, and the techni-
cal staff met and discussed 
which musical would fit the 
year’s overall theme of “chil-
dren’s theatre.”

Gregerman, who plays a 
vital role in the production 
of “Peter Pan,” enjoys many 
aspects of the play besides 
the music. For example, he 
enjoys the audiences’ reac-
tions.

“I look forward to the 
community being able to 
enjoy what the students have 
worked so hard to produce,” 
said Gregerman, “It is a fun 
play that hopefully the [ac-

tors] are really enjoying.”
 The actors and actresses 

in “Peter Pan” range from 
freshmen to seniors. Of the 
large cast of 39 actors, 24 are 
girls, and 15 are boys.

Junior Laura Sturm will 
be playing Peter Pan and 
spends nearly all of her free 

time studying for her role 
and going to rehearsals. 

“It’s a challenge to play 
a little boy because I’m a 16 
year-old girl,” said Sturm of 
her role.

Beyond the challenge of 
playing a person of the op-
posite sex, Sturm faces some 

other difficulties identifying 
with her character. 

“It is hard to make Peter 
Pan your own when he is so 
well known. I would like to 
make him fresh and new, 
but there have been so many 
variations of his character 
which makes it challenging,” 

said Sturm.
Although Sturm recog-

nizes some obstacles with the 
role, she ultimately enjoys 
the story and its ability to 
connect with the students. 

“The heart warming story 
has a lot to do with the end of 
innocence, and rites of pas-
sage which will always be rel-
evant topics,” said Sturm. “I 
think that is what will make 
Peter Pan especially relatable  
to high-schoolers.”

“Working in a show where 
I can relive my early years 
allows me to realize how 
much I changed since those 
times,” says junior David 
Beller, who has been cast as 
the first twin. 

“Peter Pan” was orginally 
published as a novel, in 1911, 
written by British author 
J.M. Barrie. However, the 
Niles North Theatre com-
pany will make the “Peter 
Pan” story their own.

It doesn’t take fairy dust 
to get to this show; the tick-
ets will be sold at the door for 
senior citizens and children 
at $8.75. For everyone else 
who would like to experience 
the magic of “Peter Pan” at 
Niles North, the ticket price 
is $9.75. 

Chess Team places 3rd at state
By Whitney Vuong

Reporter

Blind student ascends Hancock Building
By David Deutsch 
	 	 											News	Editor	

On Sunday, Feb. 25, soph-
omore Akash Patel partici-
pated in the annual “Hustle 
up the Hancock Competi-
tion,” in which he and six 
other visually impaired 
participants climbed up 94 
floors of the John Hancock 
Building in downtown Chi-
cago.

The event raises money 
primarily for the American 
Lung Association, which 
sponsors the climb.

Though climbers trained 
fiercely for the event, the 
climb was meant purely 
to be finished. No winners 
or places were announced.
Patel described this as “one 
of the best parts about the 
competition.”

Patel was assisted in the 
trek by his cousin, Chintan 
Patel, a student at UIC. Each 
of the six climbers was per-
mitted an assistant to help 
them along.

His inspiration to join the 
competition was provided 
by his long time friend and 
tutor Heidi Musser, who 
has also had to cope with 
the challenges of blindness 
throughout her life.

Musser was recruited by 
Patel’s elementary school 
teachers to tutor him in read-
ing and writing Braille when 
he was in the second grade. 

She is not foreign to phys-

Checkmating the op-
ponent’s king, predicting 
opponent’s moves, and in-
stinctively knowing all the 
different movements of the 
chess pieces are some of  the  
strengths Niles North Chess 
Team.           

Recently, the team placed 
third at the state competi-
tion. They were shy of first 
place by a single match.  

   “The team did not do any-
thing too different from last 
year. Matches get very close 
and a lot of pressure builds 
up,” says science teacher and 
Chess Club sponsor Harry 
Kyriazes.  

The state competition was 
out of 68 points and over 120 
schools particpated. Matches 
lasted anywhere from two to 
six hours. 

All Team members who 
participated in the state com-
petition included sophomore 
Ilan Meerovich, juniors Ben 
Rothschild, Oscar Miranda, 
and Igor Fortel, and seniors 
Joseph Liu, Rasesh Patel, 
Mike Thariath, and Ninosh-
ka Fernandes. 

Special recognition goes 
to the undefeated double 
medalist sophomore Ilan 
Meerovich, who also won 
monetary prizes.

 Meerovich practices up to 
three hours per day during 
the week.

   Moreover, the team 
participates in competitive 
tournaments two to three 
times a month. 

The matches are usu-
ally far from Skokie and take 
place on the weekends.  

 Unlike the other teams at 
the tournaments, the Niles 
North Chess Team does not 
have private coaches.  

“What they accomplish 
without a coach is really 
good, “ said Kyriazes. Fur-
thermore, Kyriazes refers to 
the team as a “true family.”

“We have a really good 
team. Even though we might 
fool around and make fun of 
each other, we’re still pretty 

close,” said senior Ninoshka 
Fernandes.  

Kyriazes observed that the 
players have a motivation to 
learn from their mistakes 
and correct them.

The amount of time each 
player spends studying chess 
varies and, it depends wheth-
er they have the “chess bug”, 
as noted by Kyriazes.

The team members de-
scribe their sponsor as de-
voted, caring, and a vital 
element of their team.  

“Even though he (Kyriaz-
es) doesn’t coach us, he takes 
care of all the paper work and 
encourages us,” says junior 
Ben Rothschild.

Photo	by	David	Rubin
Sophomore Ilan Meerovich and Junior Ben 
Rothschild play each other in a friendly 
practice game at chess club after school.

ically demanding challenges, 
as she is an active triathlete. 
In June of 2005, she secured 
the title of first completely 
blind female Ironwoman. 

“They have kept up their 
friendship, and continue 
helping each other out,” 
said Erika Musser, Heidi’s 
mother.

Patel trained, along with 
Musser and the rest of his 
team, at the Leaning Tower 
YMCA in Niles. The team 
took advantage of the extra 
stairwell at the bottom of the 
facility every Sunday.

In addition, Patel did 
some weight training in or-
der to attain the physical 
form he needed to complete 
the endeavor.

Patel and his teammates 
convened at 7:45 a.m. in the 
lobby of the building. Climb-
ing began approximately two 
hours later.

His main goal during the 
race was to set a good pace, 
and maintain it until the 
finish. However, he fell a bit 
short of his expectations.

“I tried to work on pacing, 
but I started out too fast,” 
said Patel.

Despite this, in the end, 
the reward of finishing far 
exceeded the toll of train-
ing.

“It doesn’t matter who’s 
first, but how focused you 
are on completing the task,” 
said Patel. “I think I’ll do this 
every year.” 
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Sami Carroll lost her son after his speeding car 
crashed into a tree. As a result, she wears a sign 
on her car to raise awareness about speeding. 

With teen car accidents on the rise, Illinois is considering implementing new laws to reduce fatalities

By Carley Wigod
Feature Editor

Parental involvement safeguards teens

By Gabrielle Belavsky
Reporter

Recent accidents bring new law proposals
In the past year alone, 59 

young drivers in the Chicago 
area lost their lives in auto-
mobile accidents. 

Illinois lawmakers viewed 
this statistic as a wake-up 
call and want to imple-
ment stricter laws for 
teenaged drivers.

In early November 
of this year, Michael 
Grele, 15, was pro-
nounced dead at 
the scene when 
the 2002 Acu-
ra Integra in 
which he 
w a s  a 
p a s -
s e n g e r 
crashed 
into a 
wood-
e n 
utility 
pole. He was not wearing a 
seat belt.

The driver of the car, a 16-
year-old male, was speeding 
and had too many passen-
gers in the car: Grele and two 
girls, aged 15 and 16.

 This violated the gradu-
ated licensing law, which 

prohibits drivers younger 
than 18 from having more 
than one passengers for the 
first six months of having 
their license.

Last February,  two Prairie 
Ridge High School students 
were killed when 

their 
speeding car slammed into 
a tree.

Close family friends Jef-
frey P. Mills, 17, and Scott W.  
Scheckel, 16, were return-
ing from a party when they 
crashed their car just north 
of Crystal Lake. Both were 
airlifted to hospitals, where 

As much as teenagers 
hate to admit it, there is a 
reason why good parents 
act as more than an ATM. 
Despite the many roadblocks 
guardians face, the benefits 
of parental influence are 
widespread.  

One of the most important 
ways to protect teens is to 
make sure they are ready 
to get their license. The De-
partment of Motor Vehicles 
(DMV) cannot be sure of the 
driving experience of a teen, 
so the responsibility falls to 
the parents.

Before teens even take the 
driver’s test, guardians need 
to make sure that they are 
ready to drive on their own. 
This includes making sure 
they are proficient in avoid-
ing hazardous situations on 
the road, night driving, and 
anticipating other drivers. 

When it comes down to 
the question of whether or 
not a teen is ready, guardians 
should use their common 

sense and honestly ask them-
selves if their adolescent is 
ready to drive.

Just as parents cannot 
depend on the DMV to judge 
the aptitude of their child, 
they cannot depend on the 
police to watch for their 
teens breaking the law. 

Rules such as the pas-
senger restriction law, that 
limits the number of people 
in the car with drivers under 
18 for the first six months of 
their license, and curfew laws 
can be enforced from home 
to keep their teens safe.

Although such laws seem 
unnecessary, parental en-
forcement will decrease the 
number of teen accidents 
due to being distracted or 
tired. Additionally, the cur-
few law would keep the still 
inexperienced teen drivers 
off the road late at night 
when the rate of drunk driv-
ers is higher.  According 
to Mothers Against Drunk 
Driving, as of 2003, 77 per-
cent of fatal car accidents 
between midnight and three 
a.m. involved alcohol.

Perhaps the best way par-

ents can ensure teen drivers’ 
safety is to make sure they 
know where their teens are. 
Keeping tabs on new drivers 
can decrease the possibility 
of accidents due to unfamil-
iar or dangerous driving 
conditions that unsupervised 

teens might encounter.
When it comes to adoles-

cent driving, the guardian 
should play as large of a 
role as the driver. Staying 
involved can mean the differ-
ence between a new driver’s 
life or death. 

Illinois crusades against dangerous teen driving 

Graphic courtesy The Chicago Tribune
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Proposed laws to put brakes on teen drivers

With teen car accidents on the rise, Illinois is considering implementing new laws to reduce fatalities

A wave of proposed driv-
ing laws could greatly affect 
the restrictions of current 
and upcoming Illinois teen 
drivers. Increased amount of 
practice time, earlier night-
time curfews, and limiting 
passenger numbers are just 
a few of the conditions be-
ing pushed for legislative 
approval this spring. 

The sudden tightening 
of driving laws has been 
discussed in order to de-
crease the number of annual 
automobile accidents; auto 
crashes is currently the num-
ber one killer of teens.

Current night-time cur-
fews for 15-year-old drivers 
with permits are at 11 p.m., 
Sunday through Thursday, 
and at midnight Friday and 
Saturday. These curfews 
also apply to 16-year-olds 
who may already have their 
license. 

But with Secretary of State 
Jesse White’s recommenda-
tions for changing existing 

laws, new curfews will be set 
one hour earlier at 10 p.m. 
on weekdays and 11 p.m. on 
weekends. These curfews 
will be intended for 15 to 17 
year old drivers.  

Many changes have been 
directed towards young driv-
ers with a learner’s permit.  
As of June 22, 2006, an in-
crease of practice hours was 
raised to 50 hours along with 
10 hours of night driving. 

One of White’s projected 
proposals would be to extend 
the time a driver must hold 
a learner’s permit from three 
months to nine.

White is also pushing to 
double the amount of months 
that restricts a driver to only 
one passenger under the age 
of 20 (and who is also not an 
immediate family member).  
It would require drivers to 
wait 12 months, instead of 
six, until they could finally 
carry multiple passengers.  

Another new law would be 
to require parents to attend 
traffic court hearings with 
their teen, as well as barring 
mail-in court supervision 

for drivers under 18. This 
would keep parents engaged 
and aware of their children’s 
driving record.  

White also hopes to cre-
ate a committee to update 
driver education to keep both 
adults and teens responsive 
to new regulations. 

By buckling down on 
driving education in public 
schools, White’s committee 
hopes to disregard simula-
tors and driving ranges.  In-
stead,  it would be required 
for public schools to offer six 
hours of instructor-super-
vised street driving.  

According to Anne Mc-
Cartt, senior vice president 
of research with the Insur-
ance Institute for Highway 
Safety, “the new laws would 
give Illinois one of the better 
Graduated Driver License 
systems in the U.S.”

Graduating licensing lets 
restrictions on 15- to 17-year-
olds to be eased by keeping a 
clean driving record

White is striving to pro-
tect and educate present and 
future Illinois drivers.  

Recent accidents bring new law proposals
they died of their injuries.

The police deputy on the 
scene said that speeding and 
alcohol were both factors 
contributing to the crash.

The tragedy that hit clos-
e s t  t o 

h o m e  f o r 
N i l e s  N o r t h 

students was in 
early Oct. when 

a Deerfield High 
School senior and a 2006 
graduate of Deerfield High 
School lost their lives in 
an automobile accident af-
ter celebrating their home-
coming victory with their 
friends.

Senior Ross Trace, 18, 
was pronounced dead at the 
scene due to massive head 

Graphic courtesy The Chicago Tribune

Illinois crusades against dangerous teen driving 

Graphic courtesy The Chicago Tribune

injuries, and graduate Dan-
iel Bell, 18, died at Advocate 
Lutheran General Hospital 
in Park Ridge just hours after 
the crash. 

Deerfield police conducted 
a preliminary investigation 

that led them to believe 
that alcohol, mari-

juana and speeding 
were the main 

causes of the 
accident.

T r a g e -
dies such as 
these have 
awakened 
I l l i n o i s 

lawmakers 
to the need 

to enforce laws that are 
more stringent in regards to 
teenage drivers. 

Secretary of State Jesse 
White has proposed laws 
that were designed with the 
safety of the young drivers in 
mind. These propositions are 
being put into consideration  
for becoming actual laws 
because of the desperate 
need to make sure that such 
tragedies do not occur in the 
future.

The main concern is to 
keep all drivers safe,  both 
young and old.



Volume 43, Issue 7
Tuesday, March  6Accent

New fashions span over wide range

By David Rubin
Photographer

New Shins effort nothing to wince about	

Spring is just around the 
corner and along with its lon-
ger days and warm weather 
are new fashion accessories 
that everyone should add to 
their wardrobe. 

Miniskirts are back, but 
this time, non-denim fabrics 
like corduroy and tweed are 
preferred. Different styles 
are available, such as bell 

Wedges with wooden heels 
flatter short legs and can be 
more comfortable, especially 
with a shorter heel.

P lat forms have  a lso 
been seen in another one of 
this season’s most popular 
trends, polka dots. 

Sailor stripes and classic 
colors like red, white, and 
blue, are also the must have 

items this spring. Big, bold 
stripes, wide legged sailor 
trousers, and cardigans can 
be seen everywhere in tribute 
to the old school nautical 
look.

Menswear for women has 
also become a hit in fashion 
magazines. For instance,  
vests, slouchy pants, ruffled 
blouses, and big watches   are 

    

   

Wonderful ways to spend spring break in Chicago
By Anum Amjad

Ed-op Editor

extremely trendy this season, 
emanating a girly, but rough, 
fashion exterior. 

 Whether one prefers the 
classic appeal of big, bold 
stripes or  the controversial  
appeal of a miniskirt, lo0king 
bold and fresh is easy this 
spring with this season’s 
most alluring and up- to-date 
fashion statements.

11.4 inches!!!

shaped miniskirts that are-
slightly longer than your 
average mini-skirt.

 Thigh skimming dress-
es have also been seen on 
runways, in vivid patterns 
that are reminiscent of the 
1960s. 

To accompany a mini-skirt 
are the increasingly popular 
wedged or platform shoes. 

I have been a long-time 
fan of The Shins and when 
I heard they had a new CD 
coming out late January 
titled “Wincing the Night 
Away,” my anticipation shot 
through the roof. Minutes af-
ter hearing this, I logged onto 
iTunes and pre-ordered the 
album two and a half weeks 
in advance. I’d purchased 
their last two albums and ob-
viously was looking forward 
to listening to the new tracks 
the group had laid down.

To be honest, the album 
started off extremely disap-
pointing. The first track, 
“Sleeping Lessons” gave me 
an awful first impression of 
the new CD. 

I’m usually a fan of the 
psychedelic kind of music, 
but for the first few minutes 

this song was too out there 
for me.

After the third track, “Pam 
Berry,”I questioned whether 
or not this CD was even 
worth buying. It was less 
than a minute long of ran-
dom plucking on a guitar and 
lyrics that I couldn’t exactly 
understand. It seemed as if 
the lead singer, James Mer-
cer, was just mumbling into 
the microphone.

The album began to im-
prove after the next track, 
“Phantom Limb,” which is 
also the band’s hit single. 
It offers a great sound and 
chorus that can stick in your 
head for days.

The last four tracks were  
terrific additions to The 
Shins’ library of stellar mu-
sic.

The ninth track on the 
album, “Split Needles” did 
offer a bit of repetitive drum 

playing but turned out to get 
catchy in the long run. About 
halfway through, the beat 
has a slight change and gets 
a little faster which makes 
one eager to listen to the last 
few tracks. 

While I thought “Winc-
ing the Night Away” was an 
excellent album and while I 
enjoyed hearing great new 
things from The Shins, I liked 
their last album, “Chutes too 
Narrow” much better. 

Their last record offered 
a catchy upbeat sound that 
I haven’t stopped listening 
to since I picked it up years 
ago.

I can’t wait to hear more 
from them. The Shins are a 
great, new-age, indie rock 
band that I strongly encour-
age anyone with an open-
mind to music to pick up, 
no matter how strange their 
lyrics can seem.

Although many students 
wish they could take a road 
trip to South Beach or a plane 
ride to Cancun, majorities of 
people actually spend spring 
break at home. However, 
living so close to downtown 
Chicago, students at Niles 
North are offered numerous 
opportunities to take ad-
vantage of Spring Break ‘07. 
Here are some of the ways to 
make this the most exciting 
week of the year!

Go to the theatre! 
Many students at North 

have already experienced 
“Wicked,” a musical based 
on life in Oz before Doro-
thy. Starting Tuesday, Mar. 
6 audiences will be able to 
witness  “Wicked: Behind 
the Emerald Curtain” at the 
Ford Center for the Perform-
ing Arts, Oriental Theatre, 
an exclusive one-of-a-kind 
look behind the scenes of 
the show.

Another popular show  
playing in Chicago is the 
Blue Man Group, performing 
at the Briar Street Theatre. 
Blue Man Group is famously 
known for their theatrical 

concerts and shows which 
mix music, comedy, and 
multimedia theatrics. The 
show is appropriate for all 
ages, so it’s a wonderful 
opportunity to spend some 
time with your family over 
break.

Stroll down the Mag-
nificent Mile! The north-
ern part of Michigan Avenue 
between the Chicago River 
and Lake Shore Drive can 
be referred to as Chicago’s 
Champs-Elysées. Contain-
ing over 460 stores across 
eight city blocks, the street 
is a shopper’s paradise. It 

features numerous restau-
rants, several museums, and 
unique shop, providing an 
exciting place to spend your 
time this spring. 

Spend some time  at 
Navy Pier! At the end of 
January, Navy Pier’s famous 
Ferris Wheel stopped spin-
ning due to maintenance 
repairs, but as of mid-March, 
it will reopen to the public, 
new and improved. 

Aside from the 150-foot 
tall wheel, Navy Pier’s 440-
seat IMAX theatre will be 
playing 300, a retelling of the 
ancient Battle of Thermopy-

This Spring show off your 
legs in a fabulous mini-
skirt.  Patterned skirts, 
a great alternative to a 
jean mini-skirt, give one 
a funky and fresh look.

A bit  of  lace and a 
little ribbon can add 
feminity to any outfit.  
It can also give an air 
of  sophistication to 
your personal look. 

Menswear for women is 
a big trend this Spring.  
Suspenders (above) or 
patterns (left)add flair 
to an everyday look. 

Take your feet out of 
their winter hibernation 
by slipping them into 
a pair of wedges.  They 
add both comfort and 
style to your wardrobe.  

lae in which 300 Spartans 
fought to the death against 
the Persian army, starting 
Friday, Mar. 9.

Check out the Art In-
sititute! If art attracts you, 
then the Cézanne to Picasso: 
Ambroise Vollard, Patron 
of the Avant-Garde exhibit 
is meant for you. Starting 
Wednesday, Feb. 27, the Art 
Insititute began featuring 
250 paintings, sculptures, 
prints, ceramics, and books 
by artists such as Cezanne, 
Picasso, Rouault, and Van 
Gaughin until Saturday, 
May 12.

Photos by: Julia Lechowicz
By Liz Hartnett

Reporter
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In the weeks prior to the 
release of Fall Out Boy’s new 
album, I believed that if this 
new CD was as good as the 
last two, FOB could eventu-
ally become the next great-
American band, not unlike 
Aerosmith or KISS. 

Having now listened to 
“Infinity On High” numerous 
times, my position on Fall 
Out Boy has not changed.

After the huge success 
of the last album, most of 
America’s 13 year old girls 
and I have been eagerly 
awaiting this new concoc-
tion, and let me be the first to 
say, it was worth the wait. 

Perhaps the only real 
problem I have with the al-
bum is that it doesn’t sound 
very original, but that might 
not be a bad thing.

The album features writ-

er/bassist Pete Wentz’s un-
doubtably wittiest, most 
poetic lyrics. Sometimes so 
poetic, that they don’t make 
much sense. 

The music continues to 
be fast and heavy, plus the 
quality and complexity of the 
music has improved so much 
you wouldn’t think that these 
guys are still in their 20’s. 

The band continues to 
make its years in the Chicago 
hard-core scene known by 
the angry screams half way 
through “Carpal Tunnel of 
Love,” but even if you’re not 
into hard-core or screamo, 
the rest of the track is so 
good that you probably won’t 
even care. 

I suppose the one thing 
I could do without was the 
band’s all too blatant at-
tempts at proving to the 
world they’re still true to 
their home and don’t care 

about fame (see “Fame < 
Infamy”). 

Wentz’s lyrics almost try 
too hard establishing his 
position that popularity has 
not changed the band. And 
what better way to drive 
these thoughts home than 
to let rapper Jay-Z open the 
album by calling out on all 
the “haters” who wanted 
FOB to fail.

The band then takes a hint 
from Nirvana with singer/
guitarist Pat Stump prom-
ising that the band is not 
buying into the hype, nor do 
they even want it. “Make us 
poster boys for your scene/
But we are not making an 
acceptance speech” is bold, 
and when his sweet voice 
vows, “Crowds are won and 
lost and won again/But our 
hearts beat for the diehards,” 
it’s clear that FOB still holds 
their roots close.

 What does one think of 
when speaking about Mexi-
can food? Surely, Taco Bell 
and Chipotle come to mind, 
however, these are not au-
thentic Mexican eateries. 
One cannot taste the real 
flavor of Mexico by going 
to global fast-food chains. 
There are many nice sit-
down (and affordable) Mexi-
can restaurants in the Chica-
goland area.
 Campece
4748 W Peterson
 Chicago

 As we walked into this 
small yet comfortable res-
taurant we were immedi-
ately seated at a put-together 
table, complete with silver-
ware, tortilla chips, Pico de 
Gallo (a salsa containing 
chopped tomato, onion, and 
diced jalapeño), and spicy 
salsa roja. The restaurant is 
quiet and intimate enough 
for a date. The lighting is very 
dim and the atmosphere is 
very cultural; the walls are 
filled with Mexican paintings 
and artifacts. 

This Chicago hidden trea-
sure has had a successful 
three years due to their large 
portion sizes, elegant food 
presentations, affordable 
prices, and friendly wait 
staff. Customers keep return-
ing for their delicious dishes 
including their renowned 
burritos [$6.45 and up], 
enchiladas suizas (tortillas 
filled with sauce and cheese) 
[$11.95], and fajitas (meat 
and vegetables cooked on a 

skillet and served with con-
diments) [$11.95 and up]. 
May we suggest trying their 
guacamole dip [$7.50], que-
sadillas appetizer [$6.95], 
and their mini flautas (chick-
en rolled in a flour tortilla 
topped with lettuce, cheese, 
and served with sour cream 
and guacamole on the side) 
[$6.95].
 That  Little Mexican 
Cafe
1010 Church St. 
Evanston

 If one wants a seat at this 
popular restaurant we sug-
gest calling for a reservation. 
This eatery is located in the 
heart of downtown Evan-
ston and business is always 
booming. 

The restaurant has a bar 
area, a noisy kitchen, and 
the wait staff are constantly 
traveling from table to table. 
However, the food truly is 
delicious. Popular dishes in-
clude chiles rellenos (stuffed 
peppers) [$5.95], enchi-
ladas [$12.95], and fajitas 
[$14.95]. The fajitas are one 
of the most popular entrees 
at the café, not just for their 
great taste but also the huge 
portion size; the dish comes 
with 10 ounces of either steak 
or chicken! The food is a bit 
pricey, but most meals can be 
shared easily by two people. 

“The good food and ser-
vice makes the restaurant 
successful,” said Manager 
Alex Arro. We couldn’t agree 
more!
Wholly Frijoles
3908 W. Touhy Avenue 
Lincolnwood

 When we first arrived 
at this restaurant we had 
to wait to be seated for ap-

proximately 20 minutes, 
but the food was worth the 
wait. We were seated at a 
table complete with tortilla 
chips, salsa, and a friendly 
waitress.  The walls boasted 
painted bricks, bright colors, 
festive paintings, and the 
American and Mexican flag. 
We decided to order their 
popular dish, steak fajitas 
[$13.95] which comes with 
the choice of soup or salad. 
The steak and vegetables 
came to our table sizzling on 
a skillet. The dish contained 
many condiments such as 
guacamole, refried beans, 
rice, sour cream, and either 
corn or flour wraps.

For dessert, we ordered 
Mexican hot  chocolate 
[$2.25] and the helado frito 
(fried ice cream) [$5.95].

These treats are luscious 
enough to satisfy anyone’s 
sweet tooth. One should 
come to this restaurant 
with friends and/or family 
because it is comfortable, 
friendly, has up-beat Mexi-
can music playing in the 
background, and most dishes 
can be split between two to 
three people. This restaurant 
receives a thumbs way up!
El Tipico Mexican Res-
taurant
3341 W. Dempster St. 
Skokie

This popular Skokie eat-
ery can easily pride itself 
on its fresh ingredients and  
colorful flavors. Established 
in 1970, El Tipico serves 
up the traditional Mexican 
cuisine such as tacos, bur-
ritos, enchiladas. However, 

upon first bite it wasn’t dif-
ficult to feel like we were 
in Mexico. The walls are 
colorful and decorated with 
various artifacts, paintings, 
and traditional Mexican 
hats. The lighting is dim and 
the room is set to feel like 
an outdoor café in Mexico. 
The indoor waterfall also 
adds a nice touch. Recom-
mended entrée: the chicken 
fajitas[$11.50]. Made from 
a traditional family recipe, 
they will fill you up!

 Taco Bell and Chipotle 
are no competition for fine 
Mexican cuisine. All of these 
restaurants allow one to 
experience both Mexican 
culture and popular dishes. 
There is nothing like great 
food, excellent service, and 
an appealing atmosphere!
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Boys’ gymnastics vaults skyward
By Miriam Rich

Reporter

Photo by  Jamie Rubinstein

For the members of the 
Niles North boys’  gymnas-
tics team, spring heralds the 
arrival of a competitive sea-
son as dizzyingly dynamic as 
a well-executed bar routine.

With their season just 
beginning, “everyone is re-
ally starting to pick up and 
work hard,” explained senior 
and varsity gymnast Roel 
Tejada.

In anticipation of an up-
coming meet against Glen-
brook South on Tuesday, 
Mar. 13, as well as their first 
home meet on Thursday, 
Mar. 15, the varsity team is 
swinging into gear.

Tejada added that, if ev-
eryone continues to train 
at this pace, the team  has 
“good potential” to excel in 
competition.

Tejada recalled worrying  
about the team when sev-

This past diving season, 
the  diving team made waves 
with their results.

On Saturday, Feb. 17, div-
ers senior Patrick Setter and  
freshman Arsen Sarkisian 
dove at the sectional meet at 
New Trier High School. 

Senior Neil  Verceles practices on the stil l  rings;  he is  one of 
the many gymnasts preparing for the upcoming spring season.  

Sectional divers meet, exceed season’s expectations and goals
By Liz Hartnett

Reporter

sian competed in the state-
wide meet at New Trier High 
School. While Setter ended 
his season ranked thirtieth in 
the state, Sarkisian finished 
with a ninth-place rank. 

“It’s kind of cool,” said 
Sarkisian, who made all 
conference and all-state. “I 
feel like I represented my 
school.” 

Both Setter and Sarkisian-
made the state qualifying 
rank, with Setter finish-
ing fifth in the sectional 
meet and ranking thirtieth 
in state.  Sarkisian finished 
third in the sectional and 
ranked  twelfth in the state.

“I’m pretty pumped,” 
said Setter, who achieved 
his season’s goal of making 

ering that the divers placed 
higher in the sectional than 
their rival, Niles West.

 “As long as they stay con-
sistent, they have a chance to 
do pretty well,” said Ramirez, 
who had hopes that both div-
ers would make it into the 
state’s top 16.

A week later, on February 
23 and 24, Setter and Sarki-

state. “It’s going to be a tough 
meet.” Setter gives credit to 
his consistency throughout 
the season for making the 
state cut.

Setter and Sarkisian 
weren’t the only ones who 
were excited for the state 
meet.   

Coach Gerardo Ramirez 
was ecstatic was well, consid-

eral valuable team members 
graduated two years ago.

“We were used to those 
guys being the leaders, and 
last year was hard because 
we weren’t quite sure if we 
could fill their shoes yet. “

This year, however, the 
new seniors have settled into 
their role as team leaders, 
fostering a sense of team 
unity and bonding.

This sense of fresh begin-
ning is reinforced by the 
presence of a new coach, 
Niles North math teacher 
Richard Meyer.

For sophomore and var-
sity gymnast Joe Zajcew, 
the new season also brings a 
reaffirmation of what drew 
him to the sport in the first 
place.

“I love the thrilling aspect 
of gymnastics, the sense of 
danger,” he said, adding that, 
like the rest of his team, he 
is “very excited” for the new 
season.
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Boys’ swim team delivers at sectionals

Photo by  Jamie Rubinstein

D u r i n g  t h e  s w i m m i n g  s e c t i o n a l s  t h i s  y e a r  a t  N e w  T r i e r 
High School, the  Niles North swim team  finished fourth, sending 
returning state qualifier Will Ikeda to state this year’s state finals.

By Linda Song
Reporter

North Girls’ soccer strives for win

On Saturday, Feb. 17th, 
the boys’ swimming team 
finished fourth in their 
sectional meet.  The team 
proved to compete to their 
best abilities.  

At the meet, the team 
exhibited great skill and 
sportsmanship.  

Many of the swimmers 
attained their personal re-
cord at the last meet of the 
season.  

Sectional was especially 
important to the seniors, be-
cause it was their last meet; 
none of the seniors will go 
on to swim in college.  

“I’m glad it’s over, but sad 
because in five years I’ll look 
back and miss swimming,” 
said senior Leo Kitaychik.  

There are many seniors 
graduating this year.  Seven 
out of the eleven varsity 
members are graduating.

“We graduate nine se-
niors this year.  Finding 
replacements for their talent 
will be tough ... most of them 
were three-year Varsity ath-
letes.  But, I’m up for the 
challenge of continuing to 
create an atmosphere where 
success is inevitable.” said 
Seth Orlove, head coach of 
boys’ swimming.  

Orlove was  pleased  with the 

By Alyssa Goldman
Accent Editor

overall season. 
The team placed fourth in 

conference and seniors Leo 
Kitaychik and Kris Torribeo, 
junior Will Ikea, and sopho-
more Courtney Berkow-
itz received All Conference 
titles.  

On Saturday, Feb. 24th, 
Will Ikeda competed in 
state finals, in the 100 yard 
breaststroke and 200 yard 
individual medley (I.M.). 
The I.M. exhibits all four 
strokes, in the order of but-
terfly, backstroke, breast-
stroke, and freestyle.  

He had won the sectional 
in the 100 breast and was 
third in the 200 I.M.  

Last year, he placed ninth 
in the state in the 100 breast.  
This year, Ikeda had placed 
third in state in the 100 
breast, seventeenth in the 
200 I.M., and also received 
an All-American title.    

Yet Ikeda emphasized the 
team camaraderie, “I’m hap-
py to carry [my teammates] 
on my shoulders when I’m 
swimming at State, because 
if not for many of them I 
wouldn’t be there.”  

The team is looking for-
ward to next year’s season 
and hopes to build up their 
program.  

“I’d really like the oppor-
tunity to build a big team.  
Many boys are attracted to 
the popular sports in the 

school like football, basket-
ball, or soccer - our team, 
both swimming and div-
ing, are overlooked.” stated 
Orlove.  

For now, the team is sat-
isfied with their season and 
looks forward to future sea-

sons to come.  
When reflecting over the 

entire 2007 swimming sea-
son, Orlove stated, “I think 
we had a fantastic season, 
filled with accomplishments, 
achievements, and team 
growth.”

On Monday,  Mar.  5, 
girls’ soccer season begins. 
The varsity team is playing 
against Northside College 
Prep on Thursday, Mar. 22 
and junior varsity is compet-
ing against them on Thurs-
day, Mar. 29.

Once season begins, the 
girls will be practicing ev-
eryday after school until 
6:00 p.m. During practices 
the girls will be focusing on 
conditioning and skills.

The girls’ soccer program 
is more intense than ever be-
fore. For instance, practices 
for Varsity will be longer and 
more intense.

Girls ’  soccer Varsity 
Coach, Dan Edminster says, 
“I hope the girls are ready...
we have one of the toughest 
schedules in the state.

Even though soccer sea-
son is about to start most 
team members have been 
participating in off-season 
training since Monday, Nov. 
6 2006. 

Off-season training takes 
place on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from 3:40p.m. 
to 5:00p.m. and Saturday 

9:00a.m. to 10:30a.m. Their 
training currently consists of 
conditioning, running, and 
weight training.

The soccer coachers have 
set forth many prestigious 
goals for this soccer season.

“We want to try to be top 
three in Conference and 
win tournaments...we want 
to compete with other top 
schools. Basically, we want 
a winning season,” says Ed-
minster.

In order for the team to 
have a successful season the 
girls must be committed to 
the sport, however, some 
team members seem to be 
lacking this necessary drive.

“Not everybody is as com-
mitted to the program as they 
ought to be; when not every-
one is committed it hurts the 
entire team...it’s a culture 
that needs to change,” says 
girls’ Junior Varsity soccer 
coach, Yoon Lee.

Even though some mem-
bers of the team possess 
questionable devotion, there 
is a strong bond which will 
only work to their benefit.

“The girls really bond 
together and experience 
something meaningful,” says 
Lee.

Overall, the coach hopes 
that, “our boys continue to 
believe in the coaching staff, 
the commitment to the sport, 
and to understand that suc-
cessful athletes dream great 
things - then work to make 
them come true.” 

Fall All-Conference Athletes

Sport Player(s)

Girls’ Volleyball Anna Dikina

Girls’ Tennis Anastasija Dabizia

Girls’ Swimming Rebecca Long

Golf Zane Peterson

Girls’ Diving Sonia Peterson

Boys’ Soccer Derek Ho
Colin Sanabria
Luke Swanson 
Theodore Williamson

Football Mike Cortez
Chris Flores 
Jimmy Han 
John Giannakopoulos



Volume 43, Issue 7
Tuesday, March 6, 2007Photo

Clubs focus on communication and expression
By Barbara Stark

Photo Editor

VoicesAmerican Sign 
Language Club

Kachaochana and the Salazar sisters enjoy reading 
excerpts of “Odd Girl Out” from their assigned packets.

Patel and Walsh learn the sign of “library” in sign language. The 
shape is slightly tricky,  so they spent a few minutes practicing.

Voices sponsor and English teacher Barbara Hoff shows 
seniors Maria Salazar and Akadia Kachaochana details of 
the self-defense workshop and  discusses next week’s agenda.

Members Akadia Kachaochana, Maria Liubin, Maria 
Salazar, and Silvana Salazar discuss their assigned 
reading packets during a recent Voices meeting.

Voices members educate themselves about women’s 
issues and how they can positively cope with their environ-
ments. The club sponsored a self-defense workshop on 
Thursday, Mar. 1 at 3:30 p.m. The workshop was taught by 
Physical Education teacher Yoon Lee.

American Sign Language Club sponsor and Special 
Education teacher Stacey Wolfe, and members sophomore 
Dipale Patel and junior Brittany Walsh sign “The Point.”

Wolfe, Patel, and Walsh practice signing “Vikings!” 
for their program that they will present for Reading 
Hour in the Student Commons on Thursday, Mar. 9.

Members of A.S.L.C. learn American Sign Language and in-
formation about Deaf Culture. Members of the Deaf commu-
nity occasionally lead the club in readings and activities.


