
hurt anyone, anywhere!”
The four turtles were be-

ing studied in a secret lab be-
fore escaping Sunday night 
and going into hiding. 

Witnesses report sight-
ing a slim, bespectacled 
Asian man accompanied by 
four shellbacked creatures 
scampering across rooftops 
in Chicago. 
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      Battlefield Chess

Wrestling Coach Matt Hamp-
ton will lead a group of North 
warriors in contact chess, the 
latest sport to be added to 
North athletics.

See page 9A

Photo by Helga G. Pataki

North teacher invents 
ultra-potent coffee

Photo by Riff Raff
Although sightings of Lee and the turtles are rare, 
they always move in a pack and carry weapons.

The Niles North infiltrator lurks in the shadows of the basement. The man was 
discovered by Officer Frank Czajka. It is unknown how long he’s been there.

By Art Vandalay
Reporter

By Fink McWinkle
Reporter

North teacher creates group of ‘ninja’ turtles

Popcorn machine 
causes controversy

By Sammy Schpilman 
Reporter

West alum discovered living in North basement

 
 

New mall wing converted to BAC

Due to the multitude of 
students crowding the Be-
havior Adjustment Center 
(BAC), school officials have 
decided to lease 3000 sq. feet 
from the new buildings in 
Westfield Mall, Old Orchard. 
They will be renovating the 
space into an expansive new 
BAC area, to be opened Tues-
day, May 22.  

According to Dean Ter-
rance Fitzgibbons, “The BAC 
Center has become more 
congested than the Dan Ryan 
Expressway...we knew we 
had to do something after 
students began having panic 
attacks...[due to]...claustro-
phobia.”  

The Old Orchard BAC 
(OOBAC) implements  new 
features to revolutionize 
the in-school suspension 
program. For example, the 
administration has decided 
to add a meditation room in 
order for students to “cleanse 
their spirits and soothe their 
souls,” said newly hired OO-
BAC director Dolly Llama. 

In addition, the school 

ing an espresso bar within 
OOBAC.

“This measure would 
be instituted...in order to 
make sure that our students 
are working at their maxi-
mum energy potential,” said 
Fitzgibbons.

Not only would typical 
beverages be served includ-
ing Frappaccinos, lattes, tea, 
and hot chocolate, but once 
a week, the administration 
would allow students to eat a 
meal catered by Niles North’s 
own Zest. 

Students are also to have 
privileges if they are “work-
ing productively,” according 
to Fitzgibbons.  The admin-
istration is devising a system 
of rewards; two days of  “hit-
ting the books hard,” would 
result in a 17 minute visit to 
the nearby Abercrombie and 
Fitch store. 

Consequently, if students 
spend their BAC time “waste-
fully,” then they are liable to 
be penalized for their actions 
in the form of spending long 
hours on their feet, picket-
ing to turn Macy’s back into 
Marshall Fields. 

is considering construct-

A Niles West graduate 
was recently discovered in 
the basement of Niles North. 
The man appeared to have 
been using the basement 
as a personal residence  for 
numerous years.

Though his identity has 
yet to be confirmed, adminis-
trators suspect that the man 
is a relative of North English 
teacher Nils Peterson. 

Police are currently in-
vestigating if Peterson was 
involved in getting the man 
into the school.

Peterson himself strongly 
denies any relationship with 
the infiltrator. 

“He’s old, smelly, and 
ugly,” said Peterson. “I’m 
young, handsome, and well-
groomed. The pieces just 
don’t fit.” 

Several of the man’s be-
longings were also discovered 
in the basement, including a 
portable television, sleeping 

bag, fedora, pipe, and fifteen 
cans of Cheese Whiz. 

“He appeared to be ex-
tremely malnourished when 
we found him,” said Officer 
Frank Czajka, who was do-
ing a routine inspection of 
the basement when he dis-
covered the man. “He also 
smelled strongly of philly 
cheesesteak.” 

The man, who has been 
officially anointed “Pat” by 
the Skokie Police, is cur-
rently being detained at the 
local police station. There 
has yet to be a decision as to 
what will become of him.

“We may as well just let 
him stay there,” said Prin-
cipal Robert Freeman, who 
was notified of the situation 
yesterday.

“I don’t know anybody 
in the school who uses the 
basement. I only know a 
few people who’ve seen the 
basement. I’ve always been 
curious to see what it looks 
like, but unfortunately, I 
can’t fit.”

On Friday, March 30 at 
2:25 a.m. Skokie police, act-
ing on an anonymous tip, 
raided the cubicle of P.E. 
teacher Yoon Lee. What they 
discovered has resulted in 
a media onslaught on Niles 
North, as well as Lee’s disap-
pearance.

According to the Skokie 
Police Department press 
release, a locked box in the 
desk drawer contained four 
beakers of glowing green 
liquids. 

The box also had an enve-
lope with the address, locker 
number, and a key from a 
rented storage locker at a 
Public Storage facility. 

I n v e s t i g a t o r s  t h e n 
searched the Public Storage 
locker and found, according 
to the press release, a “gross 
monstrosity and disgusting 
example of the inhumane 
uses of the Niles North sci-
ence department.”

The locker interior was 
fashioned like an abandoned 
boxcar and in it a group of 
mutant/humanoid turtles 

lived and practiced martial 
arts, but like their master, 
spoke no English. 

The police have yet to find 
Lee, but are working closely 
with school officials and his 
family to do so. 

“They’re hunting Yoon 
like a common criminal,” 
said Lee’s wife Sylvia. “He 
would never do anything to 

Engl ish teacher Dan 
Horyn recently patented a 
new type of coffee. The cof-
fee stands out for its high 
percentage of caffeine and 
energy boosting supplements 

in comparison with other 
coffee name brands. 

Horyn describes the cof-
fee as a “funkalicious, craze-
inducing experience that 
definitely can’t be replicated 
legally.” 

Before the coffee can be 
released, it needs approval 

by the FDA, which has yet 
to see a product with the 
ingredients contained in the 
coffee.

Horyn actually synthe-
sized some of these ingre-
dients using compounds 
in his own blood, which is 
against FDA regulations.  

The Skokie fire depart-
ment delivered a formal 
complaint to District 219 
over spring break. The dis-
trict was informed that the 
new popcorn machine at 

Niles North is causing an 
inadequate number of fire 
alarms to go off.

The department suggest-
ed allowing microwaved 
popcorn inside of the school 
once again. When allowed, 
such popcorn caused a high 
number of evacuations.
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Astroturf solves ongoing issue at North

By Fran Drescher
	 Accent	Editor						

School Chest leaves no Viking behind

Student Association and 
Dance Marathon execu-
tives want to help raise the 
school’s 21.9 ACT score av-
erage. Due to School Chest’s 
great success in the past, all 
of the money raised this year 
will benefit the school’s ACT 
program.

School Chest is deter-
mined to end the current 
trend of  declining test 
scores as well as improve 
the school’s standing in the 
No Child Left Behind Act. In 
order to do so, they are creat-
ing the program, No Viking 
Left Behind, a service that 
provides free ACT prepara-
tory courses for all North 
students.

The preparatory sessions 
will be held everyday after 
school from 3:30 p.m. to 
7:30 p.m. They will take 
place from the beginning of 
the second semester to the 
middle of April. 

All juniors are obligated 
to attend these programs to 
prepare for the Prairie State 
Achievement Exam (PSAE).

In the ACT preparatory 
courses, Ph.D.s will teach 
the students test strategies 
as well as review material 
that will be on the exam. 
The students will also take 
several practice tests during 
the four-hour sessions. 

Allen Scholarly, a Harvard 
professor who will teach the 
ACT program, promises, “ev-
ery student should receive no 
less than a 32 for their total 
composite score.”

One of the main goals of 
the No Viking Left Behind 
program is for more Niles 
North students be more seri-
ous about standardized tests. 
Therefore, all extracurricular 
activies will be postponed 
for juniors during the PSAE 
season

Principal Robert Freeman 
says, “the No Viking Left 
Behind program will be quite 
rigorous...it will be like an ac-
ademic boot camp. Students 
will be more focused on the 
ACT test than ever before 
since they will be unable to 
participate in any extracur-
ricular activities.”

The executives and spon-
sors of School Chest hope 
that the students’ ACT scores 
will create many opportuni-
ties for them.

“We chose to sponsor ACT 
preparatory courses because 
getting into college is one of 
the important events that 
will ever take place during 
one’s teenage years. We want 
to ensure that all of our stu-
dents reach their highest po-
tential and get accepted into 
the college of their choice,” 
says Pankaj Sharma, social 
studies teacher and School 
Chest sponsor.

 

Angelina Jolie adopts entire freshman class
By Helga G. Pataki

	 					 				Reporter	

Actress Angelina Jolie spends some quality 
time with her  future children at the Niles 
North spring pep assembly 0n Friday, Mar. 16. 

Photo	by	Wilma	Loudmouth

Academy Award-winning 
actress Angelina Jolie has 
filed the paperwork to adopt 
the entire Niles North Fresh-
man class. Jolie is expected 
to meet with the freshmen 
on Thursday, Apr. 24 to 
discuss the lip enhancement 
each student would receive 
to better resemble their new 
mother.

Jolie said she was inspired 
to adopt the freshmen when 
she found out they were be-
ing ridiculed while being told 
to “go home” by upperclass-
men during pep assemblies.

“Now they can come home 
to Brangelina,” said Jolie 
of the new additions to her 
family.

Jolie’s boyfriend, actor 
Brad Pitt, said he is quite 
fond of the new children and 
is excited that their four kids 
they have now will now have 
at least 500 playmates.

Jolie also said she is excit-
ed to give the freshmen new 
names they will not currently 
understand, but will “appre-
ciate in the long run.”

The names will be in a 
blend of every language spo-
ken by her children. Due 
to the new members of the 
family, the names will now 
include Mandarin, Gaelic, 
and Hebrew.

Although Niles North 

principal Robert Freeman 
was not too fond of this 
idea, the senior class was 
thrilled.

“I think it’s a great idea 
because it’s tough living on 
the North Shore. These kids 
need to travel to the other 
side of the world and see 
how much better it is over in 
the other hemisphere,” said 
senior Billy Madison.

Although it may be quite a 
change for the students, it’s 
a big adjustment for Brange-
lina as well.

“I’m excited to get 500 

more tattoos!” exclaimed Jo-
lie. “I get one new tattoo for 
every new kid,” she said.

The adoptions need to be 
completed with what is be-
ing called a “pre-doption”, a 
version of a prenuptial agree-
ment especially designed 
for adoptions in wealthy 
families. 

The freshman class does 
not have much to say in 
their adoptions, but most 
are thrilled.

“Of course I am happy,” 
said freshman Happy Gilm-
ore, “I have a hot mama!”

Photo	by	Ansel	Adams
F r e s h m e n  E d d i e  S a t e l  a n d  S a r a  B e r e b i t s k y  o b s e r v e  t h e 
beginning stages of  the Astroturf  installation Sunday,  Apr.  1.

Niles North’s new Astro-
turf to kill two birds with 
one stone
By Jules Winnfield

	 	 				Reporter

As of May 2007, Niles 
North High School will be 
receiving new Astroturf at 
the Chuck Pos Stadium. The 
turf will help players avoid 
serious injury whilst playing 
sports.

Something not yet re-
leased to the public is that 
the leftover Astroturf, not  
needed for the field, will be 
used to cover up the concrete 
Viking logo at the front en-
trance of the school.

The logo has been directly 
copied from the Minnesota 
Vikings, a team part of the 
National Football League. 
Unfortunately, due to copy-
right infringement, North 
has been forced  to change 
the logo. Instead of pur-
chasing and creating a new 
Viking, the school board has 
decided to cover up the Vi-
king at the front of the school 
with the residual Astroturf.

The plan was passed by a 
unanimous vote by the Board 
of Education because it was 
the most effective way to fix 

the Viking logo conundrum.
The turf in the front of 

the school will be decorated 
with a phony ficus and an 
arrangement of artificial dai-
sies, tulips, and sunflowers.

Future plans for the As-
troturf covering the Viking 
logo seem to be infinite. 
Administrators are thinking 
of new classes to have on 
the covered logo, such as a 
bird watching class, which 
would be counted as a fine 
arts credit. Niles North of-
ficials are also planning to 
have a six person chamber 
orchestra to play on the turf 
every Friday.

The administration is 
even considering installing 
a swipe-in system on the 
newly placed Astroturf in 
front of the school, although, 
due to the small space, only 
fourteen students will be al-
lowed to swipe in a period. 
Niles North officials expect 
students to dash to the new 
swipe-in area, in an attempt 
to avoid being forced back 
into the school or to find a 
different area to study.

North administrators are 
excited for the new addi-
tion to the school and plan 
for many opportunities to 
sprout from the freshly cov-
ered- up logo. 
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New outdoor pool to enhance North environment
By Ma Joad

Reporter

Coach Hampton fuses chess, wrestling
By jiggleypuff

Reporter

Photo by  Flora Merryweather
The new outdoor pool provides students with a serene atmosphere, as 
well as an excellent view of an array of athletic field events.  Construction 
will end as soon as the marine life and  diving boards are installed.

Photo by  Vincent Vega
Junior Ben Rothschild and Sophomore Ilan Meerovich 
step in  and compete in the new sport titled  “Battlefield 
Chess,” in which the players become the pieces.

and diving teams. P.E. class-
es will use the new pool as 
well, regardless of  weather 
conditions.

“I’m excited to see the 
students’ responses to the 
sea creatures,” said Princi-
pal Robert Freeman. “I’m 

 North gets new billiards tables
By Gabrielle Belavsky

Reporter

Spring is a season to start 
fresh-fresh weather, fresh 
air, and a fresh batch of 
sports. 

This spring, Battlefield 
Chess, a game where chess 
players fight for their posi-
tions on a life-size board, will 
be introduced to the Niles 
North roster.

The idea was created when 
Niles North wrestling coach 
Matt Hampton decided to 
fuse the sport he coached, 
wrestling, with his secret 
passion, chess. 

“I was sitting by the fire-
place one night playing with 
a friend, when I got check-
mated,” said Hampton.

“I thought about how eas-
ily I could have won the game 
if only I was able to wrestle 
him for places on the board. 
That’s how I came up with 
the idea.”

The game is simple - bat-
tlefield chess is played the 
exact same way regular chess 
is, but when one wants to 
take a piece, they have to 
wrestle their opponent for a 
spot on the board.

There is one difference 
however. Battlefield chess is 
played with varsity, junior 
varsity, and freshman play-
ers on the same board, but 
the varsity players will hold 
superior positions, such as 
queen, king, or bishop. Ju-

nior varsity and freshmen 
members will be pawns.

The players will also be 
sporting somewhat untradi-
tional uniforms of medieval 
armor.

“We wanted swords too,”  
said Hampton, “but the bud-
get wasn’t approved.”

Hampton has always been 
interested in chess, ever 
since he was young and his 
father would take him to the 
park to play chess with him.

sure they will love the spiny 
lobsters.”

In order to insure stu-
dents’ safety, a staff of all 
star lifeguards will be hired, 
including David Hasselhoff, 
Leif Garrett, and John Sta-
mos.

In addition to a new swim-
ming pool, a new synchro-
nized swim team that will 
compete during the spring 
sports season will be added. 
The synchronized swim team 
will be for both boys and 
girls and will be coached by 
sophomore David Rubin. 

“To be recognized at such 
a young age is an honor,” said 
Rubin, whose experience in 
the synchronized swimming 
field includes an Olympic 
aluminum medal.

The new pool will add  
to Niles North beyond the 
curriculum and teams. The 
addition of sea life will im-
prove students’ perspective 
of marine life. 

“I can’t wait to swim with 
the hammerhead sharks,” 
said sophomore swimmer 
Jenna Hartnett. “It’ll make 
practice more intense.” 

In response to recent pleas 
for a new swimming pool, 
District 219 Board of Educa-
tion has decided to build a 
new outdoor swimming pool 
behind the bleachers near 
the baseball diamond.

The pool, which is ru-
mored to be filled with ba-
nana flavored Jell-o, will be 
available for year round use 
during both the girls’ swim-
ming season in the fall and 
the boys’ swimming season 
in the winter.

 “I’m extremely excited 
for the new pool,” said head 
coach of the girl’s team, Paul 
Torres. “It’ll be great to be 
able to swim outside in the 
morning.

Construction on the pool 
will begin at the end of May 
and continue until the begin-
ning of September

Marine biologists will 
also be brought in to add a 
multifarious collection of sea 
life to the pool, including a 
plethora of crustaceans, an 

abundance of octopi, and 
a few hammerhead sharks. 
The new pool will not only 
be available to the swimming 

Sometime in April, six 
brand new pool tables will 
be arriving. They will be sta-
tioned in the Student Com-
mons and will be available 
during all periods of the day 
as well as before and after 
school.

When the administration 
started budget planning in 
the beginning of the year, 
they made sure that 
there was a 
s p e c i a l 
fund set 
aside for 
academic 
and ath-
letic depart-
ments. 

However, there was a lot 
of debate over whether tak-
ing money from the school’s 
budget for pool tables was a 
wise spending idea. 

 “There were several ways 
we could have spent the 
money,” said Principal Rob-
ert Freeman. “It came down 
to either working to improve 
test scores, a new swim-
ming pool, or the set of pool 
tables.”

The administration  made 
the decision to conduct an ex-
tensive month-long study to 
investigate the most appro-
priate use for the money. 

“In the end, we thought 
the pool tables were the best 
decision because they would 

provide students with the 
relaxation and leisure that 
they need in their day,” said 
Freeman. 

“We all agreed that the 
school’s average test scores 
were higher than national 
averages. As far as using the 
money toward a new swim-
ming pool, we decided to 
build a new pool outside,” 
stated Freeman. “Instead of 
renovating the current pool, 
the outdoor pool will offer 

students relaxation.” 

To 
work 

on the 
design 

o f  t h e 
p o o l  t a -

b l e s ,  t h e 
s c h o o l hired local in-
terior decorator Tye Pen-
nington. 

 Astrotables Inc., the same 
company providing Astroturf 
for the Chuck Poz field, spe-
cializes in customized pool 
tables. The tables are being 
made out of 24 kt gold, which 
will then be covered in royal 
purple trimmings. There will 
be hand painted Vikings on 
all four legs, and to top it off 
there will be an emblem of 
Principal Freeman’s head 
spray painted on the face of 
every table.

“I know all the kids are 
going to enjoy them,” said 
Freeman.

“I remember the first time 
I checkmated him,” Hamp-
ton said. “He smiled at me  
and ruffled my hair. It was 
one of the proudest moments 
of my life.”

This memory especially 
inspired Hampton to create 
Battlefield Chess.

Tryouts for battlefield 
chess will be held on the 
new Astroturf field on Tues-
day, Apr. 3 at 4 p.m. All are 
welcome. 
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An average day for a Niles North student
By Bond, James Bond

Photo Editor

Band instructor Elton Eisele is appalled with his students’ treatment of 
their instruments. Therefore, band students are now required to give their 
instruments names, take them to class, and introduce them to friends. If students 
forget to bring their instruments to every class, Eisele threatens a failing grade. 

A sale of Nike shoes in the cafeteria led to a mass riot by the girls’ cross 
country team. Although there were enough shoes for every member of the 
team, the frenzied girls ripped them apart. The mêlée resulted in many of 
the Niles North students falling into a deep melancholy over the lost shoes.

Niles North security has decided to incorporate 
some of the same safety measures that airlines 
have. Therefore, all liquids are hereby banned from 
the school. Students desiring extra credit in their 
courses will be in charge of confiscating the bottles 
and placing them in special sterilized containers.

A new secret has been discovered about Benny the Bull. Before he became the 
official mascot for Niles North, he was a professional flautist, and currently 
tutors members of the boys’ track team in the instument. He hopes to one day 
join the National Flautist Association and get the chance to travel the world. 

Due to recent concerns about security at Niles North, 
the administration has selected seemingly sweet 
students to administer school rules, with force if 
necessary. In order to make sure students are always 
behaving well, the selected officers will be positioned 
in secret locations in the school, like the gymnasium.

During the ACT at Niles North, students are now 
allowed to use their cell phones to request help from 
friends and family members. Niles North might even 
permit Point tutors to take the test for other students. 


