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Freeman succeeds Swanson as North principal

By Stan Golovchuk
News  Editor

S.A. elects Neuhauser board rep
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By Danielle Perlin
Photo  Editor
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Students earn scholar-
ships to Kendall College

Fine Arts director
calls appointment “a
great honor,” looks
forward to challenge
By Nomaan Merchant

Editor in Chief

ns,”

German students excel
in competitions

Junior Tessi Neuhauser, the newly elected student
representative to the Board of Education, speaks
with social studies teacher and Student Association
sponsor Pankaj Sharma during a daily meeting.

Spring fashion takes the
runway to Accent

A glamorous preview of
the hottest spring trends

See page 9
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Fine Arts Director Robert Freeman speaks at the Tues., Feb. 22 Board of
Education meeting after he was presented as the new North principal.

As Superintendent Neil
Codell rose to deliver his
monthly report during the
Tues., Feb. 22 Board of Edu-
cation meeting, the room
was full of nervous excite-
ment as the audience antici-
pated an extremely impor-
tant announcement for Niles
North.

After about fifteen min-
utes, Codell announced that,
after “a rigorous search,” a
decision had been made
about Niles North’s new
principal.

“I am pleased to introduce
the current Director of Fine
Arts for both North and

West: Mr. Bob Freeman.”
After a standing ovation,

Freeman, who will begin his
duties on July 1, 2005, ex-
pressed his gratitude to-
wards his family and stated
his ambitions for Niles
North.

“To be selected to this po-
sition is truly a great honor
and I’m looking forward to
the challenge,” said Free-
man.  “I will do my best to
make Niles North the best
possible environment.”

Freeman holds a M.A. in
Administration and Art Edu-
cation from Illinois State
University.

Before serving as Fine
Arts director this year, Free-
man was the principal at
Carlock Elementary School
and the associate principal at
Normal Community High
School.

In total, Freeman has
been an educator for almost

30 years.
Senior Eric McCune, one

of the members of the stu-
dent committee that inter-
viewed the top four principal
candidates, said that Free-
man was the best of all the

candidates.
“He’s an excellent choice,”

said McCune.  “He’s got the
best chance to fill [current
Principal Brad] Swanson’s
shoes.”

McCune lauded

During the first three
weeks of this semester, cell
phone thefts throughout the
school increased dramati-
cally.

According to Niles North
Security Coordinator Jim
DiJohn, there was one cell
phone theft reported daily.
For every other item which
was stolen, there were three
or four cell phones taken.

Underclassmen have been
the victims of these thefts
more than other students.

P.A. announcements were
made during homeroom to
heighten awareness of the
thefts.

Teachers also became
more conscious of this situa-
tion and involved them-
selves.

According to DiJohn,
many teachers warned stu-
dents to be more careful and
not leave their possessions
lying around

DiJohn also commented
that those students who re-
mained careless with their
items learned a harsh lesson
once their possessions, most

frequently cell phones, were
stolen.

“I left my [jacket] in my
chemistry classroom which
had my cell in it, and some-
one in the next class took it
from the room,” said sopho-
more Erin Bubley. “I fortu-
nately got it back the next
day because my friend knew
the person who stole it.”

Once a cell phone is re-
ported stolen, it presumably
becomes deactivated and
cannot be used for phone
calls.

However, according to
DiJohn, “cell phones have
many functions these days.
They have cameras, phone
books, and other personal
information, as well as many
more features which cell
phones did not have in pre-
vious years.”

Since those initial weeks,
thefts have decreased to
their normal rate of about
one cell phone a week.

Although the thefts are
back to their normal rate,
people still need to be cau-
tious about where they place
their items and not be so
trustworthy of others, ac-
cording to DiJohn.

Phone thefts cause alarm

On Fri., Feb. 18, Student
Association announced jun-
ior Tessi Neuhauser’s posi-
tion as the new student rep-
resentative to the Board of
Education.

According to Neuhauser,
the main duty of the student
representative is to be a
channel of communication
between the Board and the
student body.

“When I hear things that
affect us, I want to try and
help those who make the de-
cisions, and maybe help
make a student-focused de-
cision,” said Neuhauser.

During “Breakfast with
the Board” earlier in the year,
the Niles North Student As-
sociation expressed a desire
for a student on the board.
Other neighboring districts
already have one.

The board then decided to
create a pilot program with
such a student. If the pro-
gram succeeds, the student
representative will be a fifth
position added to the Stu-
dent Association ballot, in
coming years. Anyone inter-

ested in the position will
have to go through an appli-
cation and interview process
before making the ballot.

This year, however, Stu-
dent Association elected
their Vice President,
Neuhauser, for the represen-
tative position.

“Benefits of this program
will include a student per-
spective for board decisions

At the annual “German
High School Day”  sponsored
by the German Department
at the University of Illinois at
Chicago, students partici-
pated in competitions, at-

tended language classes and
played language games.

German students from
North put on a sketch earn-
ing them second place in the
skit event.

Their scene, entitled Ger-
mans in Space, depicted the
story of a flight to Saturn’s
moon, Titan.

In another event, Niles
North sophomore Natalya
Stadler got an “Outstanding”
score on the National Ger-
man Exam sponsored by the
American Association of
Teachers of German.

Stadler received third
place out of 616 students
participating in the event.

and actions, and a student to
communicate board events
to students,” said Brian
Nolan, Director of Student
Activities at Niles North.

Other members who ran
for this position included
juniors Sarah Musur and
Stefani Weiss and senior
Leobon Gameng.

Neuhauser’s first meeting
took place on Tues., Feb. 22.

Four North students re-
cently competed in the first
annual Early Childhood
Education (ECE) Invita-
tional at Kendall College.

The students were tested

on building a classroom,
child development, and mu-
sic and learning.

Because North earned a
second place standing, se-
niors  Christina Ohanian,
Saadia Umrani, Mara
Rosete, and Irfana Hayat re-
ceived annual scholarships
to Kendall College.

Freeman’s innovative ideas
and down-to-earth manner.

Out of all the different
candidates, McCune said
that Freeman “related to me
the best.  He’s really ap-
proachable.”



One of the best quali-
ties about Niles North
is its sense of open-

ness amongst students, fac-
ulty, and administration,
something that sets it apart
from many other schools.

Students can discuss their
opinions freely with teachers
and staff; indeed, many
times they are encouraged to
do so.  For the most part,
there are few rules that un-
necessarily restrict students’
rights.

This helps foster a positive
environment for learning
and personal growth.

It also prepares students
for a time when there will be
less structure and authority,
and enables them to make
the right decisions on their
own.

However, there have been
some rule changes that have
already been enacted or dis-
cussed that threaten this

WI

Uh-oh, here goes the Bush administration again
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Changes require students at
North to keep an open mind

By Iqra Azhar
Reporter

By Nomaan Merchant
Editor in Chief

Amidst rule changes, freedoms must be protected

n the interest of full dis-
closure, I want to let you
know that two years ago,

in this very newspaper, I
wrote a column advocating
for the use of unilateral mili-
tary force against Saddam
Hussein and Iraq.  Back
then, it seemed like the right
thing to do, but I’m not so
sure any more.

I know that you might
want to give up on this col-
umn since you’re anticipat-
ing the same outs as thou-
sands of other writers: the
garden variety “Bush misled
us on weapons of mass de-
struction” or “Bush made it
seem like Saddam was con-
nected to the 9-11 attacks”
(or as other columnists
might say, “Bush put me on
the government payroll.”)

I’m not, because I’m still
convinced that Saddam was
a horrible leader for his
people.

Instead, I’ve changed my
mind about whether the best
way to solve our military dis-
putes is by waging a war, es-
pecially one that lacks the
support of numerous impor-
tant nations.

This is true even if it’s a
war that we anticipate will be
one-sided.  Wars inevitably
result in the loss of human

the region and cement the
U.S.’s status as one of the
most unpopular nations in
the world.

There is no clearer ex-
ample of what could happen
in Iran than what is going on
in Iraq right now.

Scores of Iraqis were killed
during recent elections, and
in some Sunni Muslim prov-
inces, most people were
scared away from the polls.
The U.S. continues to fight
battles against insurgents in
Fallujah, and almost all our
troops have had their tours of
duty extended as the military
has been stretched thin by
the conflict.

Starting another war
might even
bring up
mention of
that five-let-
ter word...it
starts with ‘D’
and rhymes
with “graft.”

Meanwhile, let’s hope the
Bush administration is really
committed to nonviolent
means of resolving this con-
flict for the world’s sake.

These may include eco-
nomic sanctions or other so-
lutions that still punish Iran
for its continuing violations,
without risking the severe
damage caused by a full-
blown war.

The problem in Iran must
be resolved.  Sitting back and
waiting for Iran to develop
nuclear weapons is even
worse than starting a pre-
emptive war.  But the lessons
Iraq has taught us show that
war is neither the safest nor
the best solution to our prob-
lems.

hen water bottles
were banned to dis-
courage alcoholic

beverages, the ban was lifted
because it was unfair for the
students who were just
thirsty.  When there were
renovations, North adjusted.

Students have adapted to
the many changes Niles
North has undergone over
the past few years. Though it
was hard at first, this even-
tually led to the betterment
of the school.

The changes that will be
made next year, which in-
clude the new schedule, a
new principal, and class se-
lection, should be looked
upon with an open mind.

Starting school 10 min-
utes later and going directly
to class can give us all a sud-
den jolt of discipline.

Normally, many students
blow off homeroom because
they feel it is unnecessary
first thing in the morning.
Instead, they tally up deten-
tions by neglecting to be on
time.

The new schedule ad-
dresses this problem. With
the new schedule,
homeroom will most prob-
ably be after third period,
making class the first prior-

ity.
The elimination of free

mods is another huge com-
plaint being heard from stu-
dents, but if looked at logi-
cally, the change isn’t very
significant. As students, we
come here to learn and the
period of free time that we
will have should be sufficient
enough while still not take
away from our educational
time.

 Though it may be helpful
to squeeze in last-minute
homework during free mods,
a mod really doesn’t provide
much time.

A mod is 15 minutes mi-
nus 5 for the passing period
from your previous class to
one’s locker, the library, stu-
dent commons, cafeteria or
resource center. This leaves
10 whole minutes in which to
get any work done.

On the other hand, mods
certainly have their disad-
vantages.

 Constantly running out of
time can be frustrating for
both students and teachers
alike. Teachers pack a lot of
material into their classes to
get through the curriculum.

However, with the new
schedule, teachers can get in
a bit more instructional time
over the course of the year
and spread things out a bit.

I don’t know about every-
one else, but  I’m going to be
a senior next year, and I plan
on having a great year.

 As the famous Chinese
proverb goes, “The person
who says it can’t be done
should not interrupt the per-
son doing it.”

life and the destruction of
nations and leave a messy
cleanup job in their wake, a
lesson the United States is
learning now in Iraq. Over
1400 people have died since
President Bush declared an
end to “major combat opera-
tions.”

For these reasons, I invol-
untarily cringed in January
when I heard that Secretary
of State Condoleezza Rice
declared that Iran, Iraq’s
next-door neighbor, must
disband its nuclear program
or “the next steps are in the
[future],” adding, “And I
think everybody under-
stands what the ‘next steps’
mean.”

Though Rice
said that the
U.S. is not in-
terested in us-
ing military
force against
Iran, according
to journalist
Seymour Hersh in an inter-
view on CNN’s Late Edition,
the U.S. government has
been conducting reconnais-
sance missions in Iran in
preparation for a possible air
strike.  (The Pentagon has
called Hersh’s original re-
port inaccurate.)

Iran is certainly a nation
that does not promote free-
dom and safety in the world,
and its budding nuclear pro-
gram threatens the safety of
America and its allies.
Something must be done to
ensure that Iran does not
gain nuclear weapons, but
there are other, more effec-
tive ways than using military
force that will probably
cause major damage within

“There is no clearer
example of what could

happen in Iran than what
is going on in Iraq right

now. ”

positive atmosphere.  One
such change is the elimina-
tion of unstructured free
time, resulting from the
switch from the mod system
to a period schedule as well
as a new rule mandating that
students scan in their ID

cards at whatever their loca-
tion is during their lunch.

This decision, though per-
haps well-intentioned, seems
to rob students of the right to
decide what they want to do
during their free time.

It also threatens the envi-

ronment of openness that
has made Niles North a suc-
cess.

In addition, by forcing
students not taking a full
course load to have a study
hall instead of a free period,
the administration is taking

away a very important free-
dom from students.

Another rule change that
has been discussed is the
phasing-out of off-campus
privileges for upperclass-
men.

Though there are some
concerns as to what students
choose to do with their free
time, the fact is that the ma-
jority of students should not
be forced to bear punish-
ment for the sins of a select
few.

Many other schools offer
their students off-campus,
and the school administra-
tion shouldn’t strip Niles
North students of this right.

We hope the administra-
tion takes into consideration
the possibility of damaging
the environment that has
made Niles North such a
great place for many years by
altering rules that do more
damage than good.
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Additions to fine arts department offer new options for students
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By Iqra Azhar
Reporter

By Amy Patel
News Editor

Ambitious students
advance to state

CEC Basketball plays in annual tournament
By David Deutsch

Reporter

The Niles North Academic
Bowl team prepared furi-
ously for its last competition
of the year on Wed., Mar. 2.
The annual tournament was
the final measure of success
for these intellectual ath-
letes.

For those unfamiliar with
academic bowl, the competi-
tion can be most thoroughly
described as a Jeopardy like
contest. However, rather
than individuals, teams of
five compete against each
other by answering varied
questions.

The fifteen students who
participate at Niles North
have been competing since
September and have en-
dured a multitude of close
matches.

“It’s been a close year,”
said Josh Glaser, captain of
the Junior Varsity squad.

The J.V. team attained a
record of 4-3. The varsity,
which is coached by Bar-
bara Hoff, were less suc-
cessful with a record of 2-
5.

Though the team only
prevailed twice during the
season, that record can be
deceiving.

“We’ve struggled a little
bit, but we’ve had a lot of
close matches,” said Hoff.

The team tries to em-
phasize having fun over
being competitive.

“Some schools are more
hardcore,” said Hoff. “We
take it seriously, but our
students have a lot of fun.”

The students who par-
ticipate at Niles North
practice every Wednesday
at 3:20 p.m.

Both the J.V. and Var-
sity teams were looking to
finish strongly by placing
in the top four in the final
tournament.

Season ends for Academic Bowl

CDE students along with instructor Angela Hankes, discuss Relay for Life
fundraising possibilities during the CDE Workstudy class on Wed., Feb. 23.

Photo by Danielle Perlin

Janakan Sathiaseelan attempts to score two points for the white team during
the C.E.C basketball tournament at Maine West on Sat., Feb. 19. The white
team defeated New Trier andfinished with a record of  1 -2  in the tournament.

DECA demonstrates business skills

With spring approach-
ing, many students are ex-
ploring different course op-
portunities for next year.
The 2005-2006 school year
will bring various additions
to the school. The Fine Arts
department will have six
news classes.

Art Connections is a new
course for the Life Skills stu-
dents. It allows them to ex-
plore different forms of art.

Computer Imaging is an-
other new course. In it, stu-
dents will acquire skills to
create contemporary art by
using Photoshop, Flash, Il-
lustrator and iMovie. Along
with mastering the basics of

graphic design, the students
will work on projects in ani-
mation and video. However,
this class has a prerequisite
of Art Studio I or teacher
consent.

Digital Pho-
tography will
also be new.
Some skills
learned in the
class include
using a digital
camera and
then manipu-
lating the images. With a $20
materials fee, students will
master Photoshop and create
projects ranging from digital
panoramas to collages.

Art teacher Katherine
Hoff will teach this and is
excited about the use of digi-

tal camera and the study of
the works of contemporary
artists.

In addition to her expec-
tations for the class, Hoff

hopes to take ad-
vantage of the new
lab being built for
the use of the entire
fine arts depart-
ment.

Equipped with
t o p - o f - t h e - l i n e
computers and
scanners, the lab

will be available for all the
fine arts students.

Because of popular de-
mand, Guitar 1 will now be
followed by Guitar 2.  This
new class is for students who
want to learn advanced tech-
niques and advanced read-

ing of standard notation,
chords, and guitar ensemble.

The newest course in the
non-performance music
classes is the
Digital Piano 1-
2. Digital Piano
teaches basic
note reading,
music theory,
and piano lit-
erature, all
while being
taught on an
electronic key-
board.

The non-
performance
fine arts classes
will be able to synthesize and
mix their own music, and
theatre students will be able
to create whole lighting pro-

ductions for the department.
“It’s amazing what stu-

dents can accomplish when
they have unlimited poten-

tial,” said
Hoff on the
new re-
sources avail-
able to the
students.

After a
long and
s t r e n u o u s
a p p r o v a l
p r o c e s s ,
these new
fine arts
courses “fos-
ter an envi-

ronment where students can
achieve great success,” said
Director of Fine Arts Robert
Freeman.

Getting paid to attend
class has been a teenage
dream for many. Yet this
dream is a reality for stu-
dents in the Cooperative
Distributive Education
(CDE) class.

CDE is a year-long
course that is open to jun-
iors and seniors who are
employed at an approved
job site and are willing to
work an average 15 hours a
week for high school credit.

CDE opens the door for
students to join the club
DECA.

DECA’s most recent en-
deavor, the “Area 14/15
Competition” at Oakton
Community College, was

held on Wed., Feb. 2.
This year, 500 students

from the North and North-
west Suburbs participated.

Students took an eco-
nomics test and participated
in two “role-playing” events
to demonstrate their Mar-
keting and Salesmanship
skills.

Some of the written
projects this year were a
Krispy Kreme fundraiser, a
clothing drive for two home-
less shelters, and an infor-
mational campaign for the
Evanston Animal Shelter.

North students won over
30 first, second, and third
place trophies. Eleven stu-
dents advanced with tro-
phies, six with project writ-
ten events and eight with
highest overall scores.

The next DECA competi-
tion is from Thur., Mar. 17 -
Sat., Mar. 19 in Decatur, Ill.
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Publications Day intrigues incoming freshmen

Model UN expands knowledge of current events from around the world

Job Shadow Day illuminates students
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By Leah Kraig
Reporter

By Michelle Sicad
Reporter

Workshop focuses on
North’s publications

Junior high students participate in an activity meant to enhance their
communication skills during Junior High Publications Day. Students were
asked to construct an object with Legos and then describe it to their peers.

Juniors Mita Shewakramani and Sabrina Gobin
discuss current events at a Model UN meeting.
Model UN allows students to voice their opinions
on issues that are relevant around the world.

History Fair participants advance to regionals

By Alyssa Goldman
Reporter

“It was really interesting
to see behind the scenes and
learn how to treat people as
a sales person,” said sopho-
more Gabri Asrow, who was
one of the 200 students from
Niles North and Niles West
who job shadowed on Thurs.,
May 24.

Job shadowing happens
across the country every
year. It is an event where stu-
dents have the opportunity
to explore various aspects as-
sociated with a certain job.

Students went to hospi-
tals, police stations, bou-
tiques, schools, and other
places that they wanted to
experience for a day.

Education to Careers Co-
ordinator Lisa Edelson said
that the goal for job shadow-
ing is to help the students get
closer to their ideal career.

Some students came back

from the jobs they explored
with approving faces. Others
realized that some jobs were
not meant for them.

Junior Emily Walsh said,
“My experience at
Nordstrom’s was memorable
but it’s not something I can
see myself doing in the fu-
ture.”

Senior Charlie Goss went
to Rouland-borg Co. and was
fascinated by the equipment
that made circuit boards but
commented that he wanted
to pursue business.

Senior David Moon also
went to Rouland-borg and
said that he learned “practi-
cal applications of what en-
gineering is like in the real
world.”

For Edelson, the reward
for organizing the Job
Shadow Day began when
students came back and
shared experiences that in-
fluenced their career path.

This year, Model UN has
been working hard to inform
their members about many
different current events
around the world.

 Some of the topics they
have talked about are prob-
lems in the Middle East, the
Tsunami disaster, the Is-
raeli-Palestinian conflict,
Iraq, and the Ukrainian con-
flict.

Every week, the group
votes on the next week’s
topic, and an officer puts to-
gether a fact sheet which
presents the topic and differ-
ent angles on the situation.

 At the meeting, members
split up into two sides and

talk about possible solu-
tions. Towards the end, the
two groups come together
and share their solutions.
They try and combine the
two sides’ solutions to make
one resolution.

“Model UN is a great way
to learn about current
events and see situations in
a different perspective, even
if you don’t agree,” said se-
nior and Vice President of
Fundraising Mike Payne.

In April, the club will at-
tend a conference held at
Northwestern University.
Before the event, each stu-
dent is assigned a different
topic to research.

In order for them to par-
ticipate, they have to write
a position paper explaining

their country’s position on
the specific topic assigned.

The Niles North group
will be assigned one or two
different countries that are
part of the UN to represent
at the conference.

At the conference, they
will meet with students from
other schools who also have
the same topic and talk
about possible solutions to
their problem.

This gives them a chance
to meet many new students
who also have similar inter-
ests.

If you are interested in
current events around the
world, drop by a Model UN
meeting. They are held ev-
ery Friday afternoon in
room 2020 at 3:30 p.m.

Junior High School Pub-
lications Day, held on
Thurs., Feb. 24, encouraged
thirty-two incoming fresh-
men to explore the fields of
Journalism, Photojournal-
ism, and Graphics Design in
high school.

Eight students were cho-
sen from each junior high to
come and learn more about
the North Star Newspaper
and the SAGA yearbook
that Niles North produces.

The junior high students
put together their own news
pages, developed photos in
the dark room, competed in
a caption contest, and made
sample division pages for
the yearbook on Photoshop
in the SAGA room.

 The students also lis-
tened to a graphic design
presentation by guest
speaker and English teacher
Michael Mullen, sponsor of
the Graphic Design Club.

 Fine Arts director Robert
Freeman also spoke about
the new technology that will
be present next year as well
as the new fine arts courses
that can be taken.

Renee Scott, sponsor of
SAGA, said, “We want to
stress that these are student
- run organizations. The
newspaper advisor and I are
there to help, but we play dif-
ferent roles than in other
classes.”

 Jamie Rubinstein, an
eighth grader at Old Orchard
Jr. High, said, “ I decided
that I am going to take pho-
tojournalism next year...It
definitely helped me decide
that I want to be a part of one
of the publications.”

The following nine exhibits and nine documentaries advancedto the regional history
fair competition at Niles North  on Sat., Feb. 26.

courtesy of Barbara Buzan

“Al Capone” (Exhibit)
Gary Gorev, Sunny Shajan,
Aamir Ukani

“ Fire to Fair” (Exhibit)
Adam Smith, Parth Patel, Paul
Shurov

* “Bunham’s Plan” (Exhibit)
Lubna Ahmad, Jean Joe, Parth
Mangrola

“Maxwell Street” (Exhibit)
Samantha Frapart, Amanda
Stoneback

“Second City” (Exhibit)
Rachel Becker, Sheena Dev

“1920’s newspaper” (Exhibit)
Catherine Davidson, Victoria
Saunders, Bonnie Stiernberg

“Mag. Mile” (Exhibit)
Kim Luu

“Wrigleyville” (Exhibit)
Neema Parikh

“Media Message: Richard
Speck” (Exhibit) Jaime Slovin

* “The Legacy og the 1919
Race Riot of Chicago”
(Documentary)
Eizabeth Dribin, Michelle
Krewer, Kelsey Nupnau, Mat-
thew Zeidman

* “The Great Migration:
Bronzeville 1940’s” (Docu-
mentary) Katarina Karac, Jen-
nifer Clar, Christina Noia, Emily
Barish

“Forgotton Heroes: Victory
Monument and Chicago’s
Fighting 8th” (Documentary)
Alexis Del Rosario, Sojung Choi,
Nina Trikkas, Sadaf Ansari

“Our Past, Their Future”
(Documentary) Hannah Kim,
Korey Tichenor, Christine
Christopoulos, Eva Shiu

* “The ‘Free’ North” (Docu-
mentary) Emily Alexander,

Noah Martin, Joshua Barzilai

“Iroquois Theater” (Docu-
mentary) Andrei Ailutoaei, Alan
Salganik, Mike Putziger, Will
Forcade

* “Haymarket Tragedy and
Its Mounuments: 118 in the
making” (Documnetary)
Lindsey Young, Mohini Ghale,
Arielle Galante, Tasmeera
Chowdhury

* “ Nelson Algren: The Man
Who Made Chicago His
Trade” (Documentary) Katie
Feldmann, Shannon Pluschkell,
Anne Poley, Brenda Rodriguez

“Maxwell Street Destroyed
but Not Forgotten” (Documen-
tary) Devin Morris, Ellie
Landsman, Stephanie Block

Exhibits and documentaries
marked by an asterix (*) will ad-
vance to the city finals on Wed.,
Apr. 20.
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What’s your favorite non

Dana Clar  Fr.
Empire

Natalie Sproull So.
Punch Drunk Love

 Steven Dinelli  So.
My friend Fred

Sean Meehan Fr.
Boondock Saints

NN film club brings indepen

By Ali Anselmo
Managing Editor

Many films that are now famous got their start outside Hollywood.  On the left: Napoleon Dynamite (top), The United States of Leland (left), and G

Historically, Americans
have been drawn to the big-
gest motion picture produc-
tions.  Cultural obsession
with some of these larger-
scale productions has often
drawn the focus away from
some lower budget films
which can be considered
equal masterpieces.

The Niles North film club

has been increasing the pro-
file of such small-scale clas-
sics ever since its inception
four years ago.

“Film has always been a
passion for me,” said English
teacher and film club spon-
sor Dan Horyn. “In my first
year, I had a few students in
my class who were inter-
ested in movies... so we de-
cided to start up this club.”

While the film club fre-

quently views o
can classics like C
it also incorpo
contemporary fil
the work of mode
dent director Jim
(Coffee and Ciga
Man). In addit
said that the 
watches foreign m
as German, Fren
Iraqi cinema.

Some movieg

The phrase “independent
films” or “indie flicks” usu-
ally spurs thoughts of over-
rated, educational, boring
and artsy-fartsy movies. Yet
some of today’s most popu-
lar movies like Garden State,
I Heart Huckabees, and Na-
poleon Dynamite all started
out as low-budget indepen-
dent films.

According to
wikipedia.com, an indepen-
dent film is characterized as
“a film produced without the
support of a major movie
studio or big budget.”

Several factors contribute

to whether a movie qualifies
as an independent film.
These factors include limited
budgets, funding, content,
and distribution.

Most independent films
are pro-
duced using
very small
b u d g e t s .
They usu-
ally range
from a
c o u p l e
t h o u s a n d
dollars to a few million.

These films are usually
funded through grants and
independent investors or are
self-funded.

This is due to the fact that

most independ
are distributed 
studios; these in
Line, Gramercy,
sics, Searchlight 
Films.

Un
recto
will l
big br
produ
dent f

Th
ally 
know

actresses due t
budget.

Content is ano
tor in determinin
independent. Fo
part, independen

The “indie:” big-time movies

By Sam Rubinstein
Reporter

Have you ever heard of
Bollywood?  Have you ever
actually seen an Indian
movie?

Bollywood cinema has
become a force equal to that
of Hollywood throughout
the globe today, begging the
question: is the world’s
movie capital in Hollywood,
or is it in India?

The idea of “Bollywood”
(which, unlike Hollywood, is
not a real city) came into ex-
istence during the 1920s,
soon after Hollywood began
achieving prominence in
film.

The first Bollywood films
were silent, short films, but
in 1931 the first “talkie” film,
Alam Ara, was produced.
Since then, thousands of In-
dian films have hit the big
screen.

Bollywood consistently
outproduces Hollywood
each year.  On average, it
puts out 1,013 films every
year, compared to 739 for
Hollywood.  In addition, the
average Hollywood movie
costs $47.7 million, as op-
posed to only $1.5 million

By Najah Mirza
Editorial Editor

Bollywood industry’s fame grows globally
for Bollywood.

There are also about 1.5
billion Bollywood viewers
compared to Hollywood’s 1
billion.

Indian movies also pro-
vide the source for popular
music soundtracks, as songs
and dances are a prominent
part of almost every film.

Though many Americans
dismiss Bollywood films as
predictable and uncreative (a
la The Simpsons), this conti-
nuity is part of the draw for
moviego-
ers of In-
dian cin-
ema.  The
most com-
mon Indian
films feature a
story of two indi-
viduals overcoming
all odds to come to-
gether, with dance rou-
tines and songs throughout
the movie and a happy end-
ing.

For many years, the two
centers of movie production
have been linked, borrowing
storylines and production
techniques.  Recently, re-

nowned Bollywood actress
Aishwarya Rai signed on to
co-star with Meryl Streep in
Chaos.  She also starred in
the recent Bollywood remake
of Pride and Prejudice, en-
titled Bride and Prejudice.

Though it isn’t even a real
city, Bollywood has emerged
as a global force in filmmak-
ing, one comparable in
strength to that of Holly-
wood.

Bollywood star
Aishwarya Rai

An indie film is “a film
produced without the

support of a major movie
studio or a big budget.”

wikipedia.org
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non-mainstream movie?

Sarah Musur  Jr.
12 Angry Men

K.C. Yabes  Sr.
Pumpkin

Dustin Santiago  Jr.
Sholin Soccer

Charlie Goss  Sr.
The Hustler

Photos by Carley Wigod

pendent films to Lawler Ave.

and Garden State (right).  On the right: Rushmore (top), Shaolin Soccer (left), and Lost in Translation (right). Photos courtesy of Google.

Stereotypes misrepresent true Asian cinema
By Amy Patel

News Editor

In the United States and
much of the world, the
masses think East Asian
movies to follow the style of
Crouching
Tiger, Hid-
den Dragon
or one of the
many Jackie
Chan films.

Just as
there’s more
to American
cinema than
the stereo-
t y p i c a l
W e s t e r n ,
there is
more to East
Asian mov-
ies than
martial arts.
Film festivals around the
world and moviegoers alike
have honored many fairly
unknown Asian films as cin-
ematic masterpieces.

Though not evident to
American moviegoers, the
Asian film industry has been
a key player in the interna-
tional scene for years.  Film-
makers such as Chor Yuen,
from Hong Kong, lived

through the rise and fall of
Cantonese cinema in the
‘50’s and ‘60’s.  His films
spanned many genres, rang-
ing from tragic dramas like
Tear-Laden Rose (1963) to
light-hearted films like The

House of 72
T e n a n t s
(1973).

In recent
years, East
Asian and
A m e r i c a n
films have
influenced
each other
greatly. The
Ring, which
t e r r i f i e d
A m e r i c a n
moviegoers
in 2003, is
actually a
toned-down

version of the horrific Japa-
nese original, The Ringu
(1998).

Likewise, from South Ko-
rea, Tae Guk Gi (2004), a
story about two brothers
drafted into the Korean War,
is a two-hour barrage of
graphic violence that is mod-
eled after Steven Speilberg’s
World War II drama Saving
Private Ryan (1999).

To spread awareness of
these films, many universi-
ties across the nation hold
Asian film festivals every
year. At the University of Il-
linois at Urbana-
Champaign, the Center for
East Asian and Pacific Stud-
ies are having their third an-
nual Film Series Pan-Asian
Cinema in March.

One film to be shown at
the film festival at the Uni-
versity of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign is Mongolia’s
Story of the Weeping Camel
(2003), a documentary
about two boys who try to
reunite a rare, white, dying
calf with its mother.

Asian cinema has also
been filled with hit comedies.
One blockbuster was Shaolin
Soccer (2001). In this movie
from Hong Kong, an unfor-
tunate monk leads his soccer
team to the national finals.
This film parodies the
steroeotypical East Asian
martial arts movie.

Perhaps in coming years,
as the East Asian cinema in-
dustry expands, the United
States will have the opportu-
nity to see true Asian film-
making and not the distorted
films we see today.

iews older Ameri-
s like Citizen Kane,
corporates more
rary films, such as
f modern indepen-
tor Jim Jarmusch
d Cigarettes, Dead
addition, Horyn

t the club often
reign movies, such

n, French, and even
ma.

moviegoers may be

deterred by independent
films since they are per-
ceived to be too abstract.
Fortunately, Horyn said,
there are still many “that
are pretty accessible and
funny. A good starting
point would be Wes Ander-
son, (Rushmore)...who’s
weird and quirky, but still
a bit mainstream.”

Senior Scott Kaplan, a
member of the film club for

four years, said that indie
films such as Napoleon Dy-
namite that have been suc-
cessful in the mainstream
often attract moviegoers less
acclimated with indie films.

“People think they’re the
best because they’re the first
independent films they’ve
seen,” said Kaplan. “If they
find something interesting,
they should pursue other
[films].”

ependent movies
buted by smaller
hese include Fine
mercy, Sony Clas-
hlight and October

Unknown di-
rectors hoping it
will lead to their
big break usually
produce indepen-
dent films.

They also usu-
ally cast un-
known actors and

due to a smaller

t is another key fac-
rmining if a film is
ent. For the most
pendent films focus

on groundbreaking subject
matter, such as drug addic-
tion, (Requiem for a
Dream), seduction,(The
Graduate)  and the horrors
of war (Platoon).

 Indie films are also pro-
duced for artistic expres-
sion instead of commercial
achievement.

Many films, though, be-
come part of the main-
stream film industry if they
are successful at film festi-
vals like The Sundance Film
Festival and The Cannes
Film Festival.

Usually, once an indie
film starts getting recogni-
tion at these events they can
be bought by larger film

ies with small-time budgets
studios and then re-distrib-
uted.

Though the interest in in-
dependent films grows, the
genre is actually shrinking.
Middle-sized movies, made
on a smaller budget than
mass-movies, are becoming
more common.

Sideways, which was
made for $17 million, is con-
sidered a mid-sized movie.
However these movies are
still distributed by large stu-
dios.

As independent films gain
more exposure, they are be-
coming more and more
popular in America, and
should remain a significant
part of today’s culture.



he has little or no regard for
a dead dog on his garbage
collection route.

Ultimately, the plot itself
isn’t as important as the
characters that develop from
it. Kit’s character ebbs and
flows with the course of the
movie; it shares the peaks of
the opening, when he and
Holly share a forbidden love,
to valley of his frantic and
fatal final encounter with her
father.

The story then takes these
young lovers on the run,
leaving more tranquilly ex-
ecuted bodies in their wake.

Through all this, Kit is
painted as more and more of
a father figure to Holly as she
becomes fluent in his ethi-
cally skewed teachings.

Spacek masterfully por-
trays Holly as a young girl
searching for a moral com-
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Revealing the history
of the red carpet

Badlands survives generation gap

By Claudia Colina
Reporter

Donnie delivers delightful darkness      Oscars top 10 moments

Artist’s  Palette...

Terrence Malick’s Bad-
lands is more than just a
source of engaging enter-
tainment; it is also a brilliant
work of art.

The film stars a young
Martin Sheen as Kit
Carruthers alongside an
even younger Sissy Spacek as
his girlfriend, Holly Sargis.

The movie is based upon
the Starkweather-Fugate
murders which captured the
country’s terrified attention
in 1959 .

As the movie opens, the
audience learns that Holly is
from a broken and emotion-
less home with no parental
influence. Her mother died
early and her father wasn’t
much of a presence in her
childhood.

Kit is depicted as almost
inhumane in the opening as

pass in her immoral world.
The true strength of the

movie is its ability to evoke
confusion as well as shock
from the consummate cool-
ness with which Kit commits
brutal and seemingly sense-
less acts of violence.

This cinematic master-
piece serves as a terrifyingly
serene parable of the conse-
quences of immorality and
irresponsibility.

Badlands is an extremely
versatile movie which I
would recommend for both
casual viewing and in-depth
analysis.

By Aaron Channon
Reporter

Aaron Channon asks me
to watch a movie that has
Drew Barrymore playing
dual roles as Donnie’s En-
glish teacher and the film’s
executive producer. Now
that’s as weird as the movie.

Which is pretty weird. I
am grateful that, given the
masks and the mental ill-
ness, and all that clever cam-
era speed and angle stuff,

that I got a simple story line
to follow, but gay bunnies
with metallic faces? O.K. a
review. I’m confined to two
hundred words so I better
get to it huh?

Goodies:
Jake Gyllenhaal’s grin
That slow motion video

like sequence of the halls of
the school

A movie that shows a
teacher actually grading pa-
pers (Noah Wyle: four sec-
onds)

Sparkle Motion
“God is awesome” T-shirt
Ouches:
The story line
Patrick Swayze giving me

flashbacks to my worst

inservices
The revisionist ending

(talk about magical thinking)
The rabbit unmasking
The whole film kind of re-

minded me of a John
Cheever story gone awry;
suburbia meets the human
condition and all, but this
time seen through the eyes of
a schizoid teenager, who fan-
cies himself kind of a Christ-
like martyr for the cause of
goodness in the world. I
mean without him Patrick
Swayze’s still running a
porno ring, and the Darko
family’s smugness carries on
unabated. Yikes, I’ll take the
grin and the bunny rabbit
anyday.

By Ann Goethals
English Teacher

The Oscars were star-
studded and fabulous as
usual, with heart warming
acceptances and brilliant
fashion statements, but the
following are a few mo-
ments that made the show
worth all of the hype.

The Top Ten:
10. The amazing open-

ing video sequence.
9. Robin Williams pre-

senting the award for best
animated feature film.

8.Renee Zellwegger’s
red dress with the awe-
some kick at the bottom.

7. Beyonce’s musical
performances in French
and also with Andrew
Lloyd Webber.

6. Hillary Swank’s
great acceptance speech.
Too bad the dress was hor-
rible.

5. Chris Rock with his
plethora of comments
about actors like Jude
Law.

4. Penelope  Cruz’s but-
ter yellow Oscar de la
Renta dress.

3. The new interactive
Oscar performance.

2. Jamie Foxx’s accep-
tance speech.

1. Morgan Freeman fi-
nally winning.

   Compiled by Adam Qadeer

Seventy-five years of golden statues

Five major nominated
movies, five leading actors,
five leading actresses, five
outstanding directors, one
golden statuette for each
category, and the fight is
on!

 On Feb. 27, the 77th
Annual Academy Awards
chose a classical theme and
recognized people from the
film industry who helped in
setting the standards for
future films.

So how did the Academy
Awards get started?

On May 1927, 36 pro-
duction executives and film
celebrities gathered and
gave birth to the Academy
of Motion Picture Arts and

Sciences, com-
monly known as
t h e
Oscar ’ s
today.

Each
y e a r ,
t h e
A c a d -
e m y
n o m i -
nates tal-
ented film
makers who
have not only
captured the
audiences, but
also deserving
to be acknowl-
edged for out-
s t a n d i n g
achieve-
ments on
t h e i r
films.

O n

May 16, 1929, tickets
were sold for $5 to

enter the Blos-
som Room
of the Hol-
l y w o o d
Roosevelt
Hotel. Only
270 lucky
people at-

tended this
historical event.

It was on this
night when Emil
Jannings received
the first statuette
for best actor for
his roles in The
Last Command
and The Way

of All
Flesh.

Dur-
ing that
f i r s t
y e a r ,

only one
woman re-

ceived a
statuette
out of
the 15
awarded,
J a n e t
G a y n o r

for her
m o v i e

Street An-
gel.

The sus-
pense of
t o d a y ’ s

Oscar’s was
not always

a charac-
terist ic
of the
Awards.
Before,
the vic-
t o r s
w e r e

known prior to the formal
awarding. On the night of the
awards, results were given to
the newspaper to be pub-
lished at 11 p.m.

By 1940 however, the
Academy started using the
sealed-envelope system to
conceal the winners of the
awards. It is a method still
used today.

Of course, a lot has
changed since that first Acad-
emy Awards. Film making
has evolved from black and
white to digital.

However, one thing re-
mains constant throughout
the process of presenting the
awards: actors who dedicate
themselves to their art.

As long as movies are be-
ing made, the Academy
Awards will continue to ac-
knowledge those who inspire
others to be better.
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Acumen Nation records Industrial rock for Chicago’s metal scene
By Stan Golovchuk

News  Editor

By Nina Trikkas
Accent Editor

Acumen bassist Elliot Englemperforms with the
bandat Bandwerks Launch Party on Sat., Sep. 13.

New spring fashion sizzles the scene
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Winter has passed and
spring is just around the cor-
ner, it’s time to take off the
fur and gear up for the new
season.

Short skirts are very last
season; knee length skirts
and full skirts are making a
huge comeback this spring.
Variations such as circle
bubble, bustled, tiered, or

layered skirt are the most
popular. The skimpy short
Abercrombie jean skirt has
faded from the picture.  Skirts
this season are all chiffon and
cotton.

Accessories have made a
huge turnaround as well. The
white pearls of the 30’s are
the hot new item. Pair up a
pair of pearls with a cute,
light colored cotton cardigan
with a knee length skirt, and

you’re set for a Sunday pic-
nic.  Or you can substitute
the skirt for dark denim to
spice things up for a date out
on the town.

The latest trend right now
is the whole sultry middle
eastern look.Wooden
bangles mixed with gold and
silver jewelry will give a sexy,
exotic look while the tem-
peratures are rising. This
sexy shine of gold and silver

will make you glow this sea-
son.

Toss your strap sandals
out the door and prepare for
the flats and wedges.
Strappy sandals are out of
this season as well. The hot-
test styles come in ballerina
shapes, moccasins, or a
ceaser-looking flat sandal.
The wedge paired with
jeans, crops or skirts will
make a funky new look.

Finally, the most crazed
color this season is “tur-
quoise.” Coral, lime and
lemon will give a soothing
cool feel while the season
heats up. You can also mix the
blues with bright whites. For
example, a turquoise tank un-
derneath a cute white cardi-
gan is a good idea.

With these new trends, you
are sure tosizzle in April’s
showers.

After two years of touring
and working in the the stu-
dio, Acumen Nation will fi-
nally release its eight album,
Anticore.

Acumen Nation plays a
hybrid of industrial rock,
live metal, hard rock, and a
rhythm heavy drum and
bass sound.

Their influences include
Nine-Inch Nails, Failure,
Tool, KMFDM, DJ Diesel
Boy, Smashing Pumpkins,
and A Tribe Called Quest.

Acumen Nation has
toured with KMFDM and
Dillinger Escape Plan.

Members of the band in-
clude Jason Novak on pro-
gramming and vocals,
Jamie Duffy on rhythm gui-
tar and track engineering,
Elliot Engleman on bass,
and Dan Brill on drums.

“Acumen’s philosophy is

to make a dent in music,” said
Brill.  “They strive to influ-
ence the coming generations
of the genre while making
something new and fresh.”

“I can truthfully say that
the music on this upcoming
album is stuff I’ve never
heard before.”

 Novak started Acumen
Nation with his brother
Ethan ten years ago.

While recording at Wax
Tracks, they met a gifted en-
gineering student from Co-
lumbia College named Jamie
Duffy.

Ethan, however, decided
to begin his own band and left
Acumen.

Ethan recommended Brill
as the replacement drummer
for Acumen, and after that,
“All was gravy,” described
Brill.

Brill  joined just in time to
work on Fifth Column, the
band’s fifth album.

Since then, the band had
completed two more albums,
andthe band’s eighth album,
Anticore, will be released
this summer. Acumen plans
to tour once the album is out.

Despite running their own
label, Anticore will be re-
leased under the label Invis-
ible Underground.

Brill offered the following
advice for local bands trying
to get signed by a label, local
or otherwise:

“Make sure you do it for
yourself, and it’s true, and
that it’s art.

“Make sure it’s outstand-
ing and be excited because
that’s what the labels look
for.

“Being in a band is the
best thing you can do. They
are your brothers and sisters,
and the longer it takes to get
signed, sometimes the bet-
ter, but if you love what you
have, it will happen.”

Photo courtasy of Thirdleg.net

Eva Shui showcases the
latest exotic prints in a
chiffron knee length
skirt. Silk is also a
great look, for a night
out with a date.

For a middle eastern
look, try  tying a
sequenced scarf  around
your  waist. If you’re
aiming for a clubbing
outfit,  wear  dark black
pants underneath.

A brightly colored tote
goes well with any
outfit. Many popular
brands, such as Coach,
Prada, Dooney and
Boorke, have recently
came out  with some.

Try a solid pink, white,
or blue cardigan with
jeans or a skirt for a
more contemparary
look. Put on some white
pearls for a 40’s look.
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Outstanding winter season athletes bring life to sports

Alexis del
Rosario, Jr.
Rosario has been

a part of the
cheerleading

t e a m since her fresh-
man year.

“My most amazing expe-
rience I had on the team was
performing at state in front
of thousands of screaming
fans,” said Rosario. “It’s
such a rush”.

Her biggest accomplish-
ment this year was finally
getting down her back-hand
spring.

Inanimate object: A
pair of Stiletto
pumps.

F i r s t
word: Daddy

Diving

Girl’s
Gymnastics

All outstanding ath-
letes featured in this is-
sue were nominated by
their head coach.

Despite the Niles
Nighthawk’s loss of their first
state tournament game on
Sun., Feb. 27, they still had a
great season, according to se-
nior forward Yukari Ohtomo.

The team finished their
regular season in fourth
place after playing over 46
games. This made them
qualify for the conference
playoffs in their division,
consisting of six games.

Three divisions exist
within state high-school
hockey teams: red, white,
and combined.  The Night-
hawks are a part of the com-
bined division and had a
three-way tie for
s e c o n d
place out
of seven teams.
They were one of eighteen
teams who registered for the

Nighthawks end season with state game
By Danielle Perlin

Photo Editor

state tournament and prac-
ticed every weekend pos-
sible.

Although the Night-
hawks will not go on in the
state tournament, they are
still happy with the out-
come of their season.

“I’m happy we had a
great season,” said
Ohtomo. “It was a really
fun experience playing with
the guys. The fans were
awesome!”

Among the accomplish-
ments during the season,
senior co-captain Kevin
Kruszynski was offered
a chance to be a

part of the all-state team.
“I was happy,” said

Kruszynski. “It’s an accom-
plishment for a high school
student to be selected to be on
an all-state team.”

S o n i a
Peterson, So.

P e t e r s o n ’ s
biggest ac-
c o m p l i s h -
ment on the
tea in the
two years
she’s been
on was
m a k i n g
sectionals
with fresh-
man varsity
m e m b e r
Rachel Ariaz.
P e t e r s o n ’ s
most amazing
e x p e r i e n c e
was hosting
sectionals and
competing this
season.

Inanimate object:
Water

First word: Mom or
Dad

Rachel
Ariaz ,
Fr.

A l -
t h o u g h

Ariaz has only been
on the team for one sea-

son, the freshman has ac-
complished an amazing

Christina Davidson,
Sr.

Davidson joined the Vi-
king Ladies since her fresh-
man year, and has been on
the varsity team for the last
two. Winning regionals in
2004 was the most
amazing experience
during her time on the
team.

“I shot three three
pointers in the regional
game and had a total of
11 points,” said
Davidson.

W h a t
would you be if
you were an in-
animate ob- j e c t ? :
Glasses

What was your first
word?: MaMa

Kevin Carro, Sr.
Carro has been on the

Niles Nighthawks team for
four years, and a captain for
two. Although he doesn’t

Danny Codd, So.
Codd has been on the

Nighthawks for two years,
following his older brother’s
footsteps. Winning the
Queen City Cup in
Cincinnatti on Nov. 26-28,
2004.

“This year I passed the
team record for most shut-
outs and most wins,” said
Codd. “It was held by my
older brother, Sean Codd.”

Inanimate object: Brick
wall

First word: Food

Randy Weiss, Sr.
Weiss has been on the

diving team for four years.
However, qualifying for state
this year has been the big-
gest accomplishment for
him during that time. Win-
ning conference was his

most amazing experi-
ence this season.

Inanimate object:
Airplane

First word:
Mama

Swimming
Andy Peterson, Jr.
In addition to being on

the varsity swim team for
three years, Peterson has
been competitively swim-
ming for seven years.

“Going down to Florida
last year after I qualified for
YMCA spring nationals was
the most amazing experi-
ence I had,” said Peterson.
“It’s because I missed the
only event I was supposed to
swim.”

Inanimate object: A
torpedo

During the season, senior
co-captain Kevin Carro’s
leadership skills unified
the team.

Photo by
Bonnie

Stiernberg

Cheerleading

First word: Mom

Girl’s Basketball

Hockey

have any specific individual
accomplishments, his most
amazing experience was
when he went to the state
championship
with the team
his freshman
year.

Inanimate
object: Paper

Wrestling
B r a d e n

McLoughlin, Sr.
McLoughlin started

out freshman year as a
third string back up, but

improved rapidly to wrestle
on varsity the following three
years.

“The most amazing expe-
rience I had on the wrestling
team was winning confer-
ence as a team my sopho-
more year,” said
McLoughlin.

Being a sectional champ
and qualifying for state this
season was the biggest ac-
complishment in his career.

Inanimate object:
Mountain

First word: Wrestling

Boy’s Basketball
Nick Williams, Jr.
Williams has been on the

boys basketball team for two
years, and was named the
Most Valuable Player this
year.

“Beating Evanston was my
most amazing experience,”
said Williams.

Going bowling with the
team was also on top of the
list.

Inanimate object: TV
First word: Daddy

Vikettes
Mara Rosete, Sr.
Rosete has been a part of

the Vikettes team for about

three years. As a senior, she
experienced many amazing
opportunities, including
qualifying for state for both
Pom Dance and Kick.

“My biggest
accomplisment was getting
newly learned techniques
down and being able to help
the squad,” said Rosete.

Inanimate object: A big
boulder

First word: Dada

amount including her most
successful moment,
sectionals.

“My biggest accomplish-
ment on the team was giants
on bars, hand fly layout on
floor and a handspring 1.5 on
vault,” said Ariaz.

Inanimate object: Teddy
bear

First word: Daddy



Volume 41, Issue 7
Thursday, March 3, 2005 Sports

Photo by Stan Golovchuk

Photos by Stan Golovchuk

Varsity members of the Niles North track team,
juniors Spencer Allee (left) and Chris Valescot
(right), prepare to duke it out on the starting
blocks. Their legs tense, and the two are ready to
race against each other. Practicing sprints is not
only to better the athletes for their meets, but it is
more of a healthy rivalry between the boys.
Through these types of races, the boy’s track team
has grown stronger and has been more unified.

By Claudia Colina
Reporter

There is an age-old ques-
tion that has challenged
baseball and softball enthu-
siasts everywhere. Which
sport is better?

N i l e s
North’s ath-
letes provided
some answers .

According to se-
nior varsity softball
captain Nicki
Anselmo, softball is
better than baseball
“because the bases are
closer. It is easier to play,
but it is a small ball game
which leaves room for
better bunting.” This fact
makes softball more exciting

to watch.
However, senior varsity

baseball player Scott Heller
said, “It takes more skill to
hit the smaller ball in base-
ball. It is more challenging to
hit, throw, and catch the
ball.” The more challenging
aspects of baseball make the

game fun to watch
and play.

If  the softball and
baseball teams at Niles
North were compared,
you could look at the
record of last year’s
teams. Softball finished
out their season with a
record of  11-25 and
baseball finished 18-

17-1 and went to
their regional
c h a m p i o n s h i p

...Sports worth 1000 words

Boy’s gymnastics hope to swing out on top

By Erin Levy
Reporter

On Mar. 4, the boys gym-
nastics team will compete
against Palatine and Rolling
Meadows in their first meet
of the season.

The boys have only been
training for about three
weeks but have high hopes
for their first home meet.

The varsity team this year
has lost most of its members
because so many seniors
graduated last year.

“There is an inbalance be-
tween the junior varsity and
varsity,” said math instructor
and head coach  Steve Mar-
tin. “The junior varsity has
more members than the var-
sity.”

However, the boys are set-
ting high goals for them-

Boys tennis loses Livingston
By Clara Wong

Reporter

Even before the season
begins, the Niles North boys
tennis team is facing tough
times, having lost their num-
ber one player, Brian
Livingston, due to an early
graduation.

However, their future re-
mains bright as they look to
the upcoming season.

“We should have many
returning players who
should be able to fill the gap
that Brian left,” said Spanish
teacher and head coach
Guillermo Lupi.

In addition to Lupi, aiding
them in their swinging cam-
paign will be economics
teacher Jig Vora, and junior
varsity coach Diana Tarant
from Old Orchard Junior

High School.
“This year seems to be a

promising one because we
have a lot of returning play-
ers from last season,” said
senior and varsity tennis
player Mathew Mani. “Hope-
fully the newcomers will
bring a lot to this year’s
matches.”

Their game plan is to keep
the ball in play, which is of-
ten times a determining fac-
tor in the outcome of a
match.

The tennis team has been
training by using the ball
machine regularly to help the
boys improve with even the
most basic skills. This in-
cludes backhands, fore-
hands, and volleys.

The boy’s first home game
is against Glenbrook South
at 4:30 on Sat., Apr. 2.

selves. Last year, the team
had two seniors qualify for
state, and they are hoping
two will qualify again this
season.

“Charlie Goss and Dennis
Poneranda are the two closes
ones,” said Martin.

The boys have been train-
ing by conditioning and fo-
cusing on their individual
routines on the floor or
aparatus.

“We’re going to try for all
of our gymnasts to be as suc-
cessful as they can be during
this season,” said Martin.

The boys hope to achieve
their goals and are recieving
help from graduate and
former member Adam
Brakman.

Many of the boys will
practice after the season
ends.

Baseball, softball battle for number one spot
game.

The rules are different for
each sport, the play-
ing field is
larger for
baseball than
softball, and
the ball is
signifacantly
larger in softball,
but to really find
out which sport is
better, cheer on
the softball and
baseball teams
during their up-
coming spring sea-
sons.

The softball
team’s first home
game is Thurs., Mar. 31 and
baseball’s first home game is
Thurs., Mar. 24.
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Senior Scott Heller and Junior Christine Christopolous prepare to face off.

Varsity member and junior Victor Cornelio practices his “V” on the parallel
bars. The boys have been conditioning so they  can hold these positions.

Both Allee and Valescot have broke
out from the starting line. It seems as
if Allee has the advantage and starts
to lean in to get the win. However, the
race isn’t over yet...

Valescot’s speed picks up and Allee
swings his arms furiosly to catch up
to him. Arm movement is important
and vital during a race. But Valescot
crosses the finish line just before
Allee and wins the race.
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Senior Patrick Ryan Lathitham paints his sculpture, Scarlet
Plaster Dragon.  Students often work on their art outside of class.

Sophomore Boyoon Yum concentrates
on putting the finishing touches on her
plaster sculpture assignment called
Baby Angel for her class, Art Studio 2.

Juniors Hannah Kim, Kristi Sugihara, and Shannon
Pluschkell converse while working diligently on their projects.

Senior Dara Reiff prepares her ceramic lamp for the kiln. Students
use slip, a mixture of water and clay, to finish their creations.

Junior Masooma Khan paints during her Advanced Art
class. Her collage represents the aspects of motherhood.

Junior Ellie Landsman works on her
abstract painting in her own corner
of the room. Students often find their
own secluded area in the art room.
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