
 As winter vacation
approached, thefts in Niles
North went on their annual
increase.

 According to head of
security Jim DiJohn, “Thefts
rise traditionally for the
holiday season. Just before
winter break, some students
develop the mindset, ‘I’m
leaving and I’m not coming
back,’ and assume they can
get away with a theft without
being caught.”

The primary location of
these crimes continues to be
the locker room, simply
because people do not lock
up their possessions.

Basketball also creates a
theft issue in Niles North
every winter.

“Students who use the
locker rooms and don’t lock
their lockers are creating a
greater risk for themselves
during the season.  North
houses numerous basketball
tournaments, and thus the
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Hockey skates towards
state

Kevin Kruszynski leans
into successful season for
Skokie Nighthawks.
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Neighbors United board member Jeff Burman
reviews notes to prepare for a meeting which took
place Sun., Dec. 12 at 10:15 a.m.

District 219 cuts funds from NTDSE

Special education teacher Brandy DiVito teaches a math class. District 219
hopes that by pulling out of NTDSE they will better serve the students.
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locker rooms are open much
longer, creating more
opportunities for theft,” said
DiJohn.

In addition, backpacks left
in common areas like the
student lounge and the
cafeteria became appealing
targets.

The primary target of such
thefts is almost always
freshman or sophomores.

According to DiJohn, the
freshman and sophomores
haven’t been the victims of
many crimes yet, so they are
more trusting of other people
and often leave their things
lying around.

In fact, at least 80% of the
things stolen are unattended
items.

Unfortunately, when
something is left unattended,
the victim doesn’t have any
detailed information about
where the item was or when
it disappeared.

Security is most successful
in catching a thief when the
victim has this type of
information.

Niles Township District
219 will officially cut funding
from the Niles Township
District for Special Educa-
tion (NTDSE) on Jul. 1,
2005.

NTDSE was formed in
1958 when the ten Niles
Township School Districts
signed a legal agreement that
jointly funded the Depart-
ment of Special Education
for schools in the area.

District 219’s Business
Manager Gerry Yeggy has
conducted research and con-
cluded that staying in the
cooperative is not financially
beneficial to the district
when the school can educate
its students more efficiently
by themselves.

The administration is cur-
rently negotiating a new

budgeting formula without
District 219’s funding for
NTDSE.

Director of Special Educa-
tion Gary Bishop wants to
see the services to students
continued without interrup-

tion.
The district will still pro-

vide the same type of educa-
tion that was provided be-
fore the change and will con-
tinue to support students
who need services according

to Principal Brad Swanson.
“No one will see any dif-

ference. We are committed
to provide the same services
to students. Facilities won’t
change. We are not cutting
the amount of classes or

teachers,” said Swanson.
Bishop is concerned for

the nine local schools, which
will now be faced with the
dilemma of compensating for
what District 219 used to
fund.

In an article written by
Kathy Routliffe for the Pio-
neer Press, the President of
the Board of Education for
NTDSE, Julie Higgins ex-
pressed her sentiments about
the board’s decision. “We are
funded by districts, and if dis-
tricts dictate to us that some
of the programs that are
above and beyond have to go,
we’d be forced to cut them,”
Higgins said.

Ultimately, Bishop argues
the Individuals with Disabili-
ties Act from 1997, which has
been reauthorized, will affect
the students more than the
pull-out.

“It’s a nervous decision,
but hopefully all of the people
involved have worked well to
see all of the different issues,”
said Swanson.

On Sun., Dec. 12, the
Neighbors United caucus
committee endorsed Robert
Silverman, Lynda Gault
Smith and Ruth Klint for
next April’s District 219
School Board elections.

Neighbors United spokes-
woman Elise Burman said
the candidates are “very

qualified...They each bring
strong and unique qualities
to the table.”

Neighbors United is a
community activist group
that was formed last year to
help win the District 219 ref-
erendum.  Since then, they
have continued their active
role in the community with
the goal of preserving and
improving the quality of edu-

cation in District 219.
Neighbors United be-

lieves qualified District 219
Board of Education candi-
dates have “a balance be-
tween fiscal concern and
providing superior educa-
tion,” according to Neigh-
bors United board member
Jeff Burman. “[The candi-
date] should be someone
who will fully support the
school board mission of a
child-centered learning en-
vironment.”

In April, three seats on the
board will open. All three of
the school board members
whose seats are opening
have been endorsed by the
caucus and plan to run again.

Current School Board
member Ruth Klint is one of
the candidates seeking re-
election to the school board.

 “Anytime people are will-
ing to work on behalf of the
schools, that’s a positive
thing.  Anytime anyone is
willing to work on behalf of
education, it’s great,” said
Klint of the caucus.

North plans to inde-
pendently support
special education

Police officers continue
their work in Dist. 219

North Star Bursts
District 219 requests levy

increase for 2004

According to the Skokie
Review, District 219 made
their annual tax proposal
which is 22 percent higher
than the amount received
last year.

Part of the increase is due
to March’s take hike.

The proposed increase
also includes $53 million for
the ed fund.

The levy is on display at
all local libraries and the dis-
trict headquarters until
Tues., Dec. 14.

On Mon., Dec. 7, the Vil-
lage of Skokie Trustees ap-
proved an agreement with
District 219 that will allow
police officers to continue
working at each of the high

schools.
This program previously

ran on federal funding, but
that funding expired.

The staffing of two police
officers, one at North and
one at West, costs between
$85,000 and $86,000.

According to the agree-

ment, 70 percent of the cost
will be paid by the district
and 30 percent of the cost
will be paid by the village.

Police officers first began
to work in District 219 in the
1999-2000 school year, just
after the Columbine
shootings.
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Holiday rush ruins holiday spirit

American public needs to voice concern on continuing conflict in Iraq

“I don’t think the new
schedual does anything for
the students, and I don’t
understand why the school
board is trying to change a
schedual that already
works.”

“I don’t want the mod
system to go away, but I
don’t think I’ll care too
much next year.”

                         Sharon Lee
Freshman

“I’m really upset, I think
ne of the best things about
Niles North is being able to
take seven to eight classes
and still have 20 minutes
free to eat or do  home-
work.”

Alice Ward
Junior

Student  voices disapproval of peers
What do you think about the new schedule?

It’s that time of the year
again; the holiday season
has officially started. The
crazed shoppers are run-
ning  from store to store do-
ing their last minute shop-
ping for relatives, friends,
and neighbors.

With all the commercial-
izing going on during this
time, we tend to forget what
the holidays really stand for.

The holiday season isn’t
only about exchanging gifts.
It’s about spending time
with the people you love the
most. It’s about showing
how much we care for one
another.

Unfortunately, the holi-
days as a whole have been
cheapened. It seems as if
the overload of holiday ad-

vertisements are pushed ear-
lier and earlier every year.
Gift ideas are being sold in
October rather than the regu-
lar after Thanksgiving kick-
off time.

Commercialism is de-
meaning the value of the holi-

days. It focuses on the value
of materialistic objects
rather than the religious and
moral values the holidays
originated with.

 This has even effected
kids. Their focus is on re-
ceiving materialistic objects,

and thus they stray away
from the real meaning of the
holidays.

Many kids don’t even re-
alize the historical back-
ground of Christmas or Ha-
nukkah.

The holidays originally

started off as occasions when
priests or rabbis honored
holy events.

Many people these days
are too focused on their own
lives. They prioritze them-
selves over their religious
and family obligations and
overlook the importance of
the holidays.

In today’s society, people
stray from the spiritual
meaning of the holidays and
look to the hottest gift item
of the year.

The holidays began so
that we may honor these
events and remember those
we love, not exploit them
through commercialism.
They are sacred and should
be kept that way out of re-
spect and tradition.

On Wed., Dec. 1, the Pen-
tagon announced they will
expand our military force in
Iraq by another 12,000
troops, bringing the total
number to its highest at
150,000. I found this news
disheartening, and I grew
even more upset when I re-
alized that so many of my
peers have remained igno-
rant about the war in Iraq. It
is an issue of dire concern.

The conflict in Iraq is an

important political issue that
students must remain in-
formed on since the time may
come when they could be
drafted. Day after day in Iraq,
more and more soldiers and
civilians are being killed. Ac-
cording to cnn.com, there
have been 1,442 coalition
deaths in Iraq as of Mon.,
Dec. 13. This does not take
into account the number of
civilian deaths.

On May 1, 2003, President
Bush declared an end to ma-
jor combat in Iraq. In the
background flew a banner
stating, “Mission Accom-
plished.” Since this state-
ment, 1,296 troops have been
killed. Only 138 deaths occur-
red during major combat.
Call me crazy, but that
doesn’t sound like a mission
accomplished to me.

The Bush administration
anticipated that we would be

out of Iraq by July of 2004,
but now Defense Secretary
Donald Rumsfeld is saying
he expects troops to stay up
to four more years.

The insurgency and
battles in Iraq continue to
grow stronger and more
deadly, and we do not have
the man power to sustain
our military forces at
150,000 troops, a figure that
the Pentagon is calling tem-
porary. Yet According to The
New York Times, “Many
American military officers
and senior Iraqi ministry
officials have forecast that
the United States would
have to keep a sizable troop
presence in Iraq for years to
come to battle a resilient and
deadly insurgency, and to
help prevent the country
from spiraling into civil
war.”

To maintain its presence

in Iraq, the military relies
heavily on National Guard
and reserve troops which
make up 40% of our forces.
According to The Chicago
Tribune, “ You need a bigger
Army if you’re going to carry
out the Bush national secu-
rity strategy.” said Lawrence
Korb, assistant secretary of
defence under Reagen.
“You’re really using the re-
serves at an unsustainable
pace.”

Many soldiers have seen
their tours of duty increased
substantially over the last few
months and have been suf-
fering from post traumatic
stress disorder. Soldiers who
were only supposed to be on
duty for a year are now see-
ing their active duty extended
well beyond this. We simply
don’t have the man power to
sustain our forces in Iraq.

Even more troubling was

Rumsfeld’s reflections about
his last term under the Presi-
dent. According to the New
York Times, He acknowl-
edged that the two biggest
mistakes made in the War in
Iraq were the failure to find
weapons of mass destruction
and lack of intelligence that
predicted, “the degree of in-
surgency today.” The De-
fense Secretary stated that
one of the main reasons that
America went to war, “weap-
ons of mass destruction,”
was a mistake, and yet this
hasn’t created the slightest
stir in the American public.

The Bush administration
has clearly been wrong about
our presence in Iraq. Until
the American public edu-
cates themselves and speak
out against the
administration’s actions,
death and destruction in
Iraq will continue to flourish.

                    David Deusch
          Sophomore

Dear Editor,
It seems that there is offi-

cially no limit on how rude
and inconsiderate Niles
North students can be. While
attending the school’s fourth
annual Variety Show last Fri-
day, I was nothing short of
astonished to see how far my
fellow students were willing
to go to get some attention,
resulting in ill-mannered,
uncivil behavior unseen since
Lil’ Jon’s latest ‘pimp and
hoe’-flaunting video. At least
Lil’ Jon has a following.

I had the extreme displea-
sure of sitting in front of
three sophomore girls who
felt that the acts just weren’t
up to par with their stan-
dards, certainly justifying
their lewd, obscene, and per-
haps most importantly, loud
comments during various
acts. However, this isn’t
about a few rude girls.
Throughout the show, stu-
dents were yelling, complain-

ing, and booing during acts,
all to applause from other
disrespectful kids.

I’ll be frank- if I were to
critique the V-Show, I could
easily come to the conclusion
that our school is not home
to the greatest collection of
rising stars, but should that
matter? Our fellow students
are taking a huge risk by per-
forming in front of their
school and should be re-
spected, not put down. I can
honestly say that I was em-
barrassed by the behavior of
my fellow students on that
infamous evening, but I
wasn’t at all surprised. In a
school atmosphere where
loud swearing, pointless lit-
tering, and toilet seat urina-
tion are common sights, how
could anyone expect better?

Here’s a School Board tip
for next year’s reform: buy
some cages.

Adam D. Ganjani
Senior

By Ali Anselmo
Managing Editor
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Procrastination, laziness,
complaining demolishes
winter break festivities

At first, the prospect of
having winter break for two
weeks thrilled me. Then I
looked ahead in the school
calendar.

Finals are a week after.
It’s as if I had won the lot-

tery, only to have someone
steal my ticket. The educa-
tional system officially took
away my happiness.

As the days drew near, I
dreaded winter break even
more.

Teachers have been hand-
ing out assignments and long
projects left and right. As a
junior, the icy grip of History
Fair tightening around my
neck was inevitable.

Swamped with projects
and homework, I was left to
drown in the sea of papers.

At night, I laid in my bed
thinking about how I would
be able to finish all of my
work.

I needed Superman or
some sort of robot that would
do my homework.

It seemed like a plausible
idea, but I realized that Su-
perman only existed in the
realms of comic books and
movies.

Furthermore, I searched
eBay for a magical robot. The
only thing that came close
was the “Robosapien Human

Robot.”
Although it was designed

by NASA scientists, it only
comes with 67 pre-pro-
grammed functions. None of
them include doing History
Fair for high school students,
or projects of any sort for that
matter.

There was only one option
left. Actually doing my work.

We’ve all heard the speech
about managing our time and
prioritizing at least once in
our lives. But have we ever re-
ally listened to them?

As freshmen, we listened
to our counselors, teachers,
and other students describing
high school life.

We asked, “How do we
deal with high school? How
can we excel?”

Often times, we heard
them say, “Don’t procrasti-
nate” or “Budget your time.”

If we follow their advice
and actually start our work
during the first few days of
break, we will have more time
to have fun instead of worry-
ing about the things we need
to get done.

We are high school stu-
dents. We are supposed to be
old enough to juggle our life
and school.

If we don’t start now, what
will we do when we get to col-
lege?

In college, there is will be
no one making sure you are
at class or pushing us to make
deadlines.

If we don’t learn to be in-
dependent, then how are we
supposed to make it in life?

It is important for us to re-
alize that even if we don’t like
the assignments given to us,
complaining won’t make it
easier.

Imagine someone living
with childhood bipolar disor-
der having to travel 45 min-
utes to a therapeutic day cen-
ter.

Childhood bipolar disor-
der, unlike the adult version
of the sickness, causes a child
to feel the highs and lows of
mania and depression all
within one day.

Special Education teacher
Demian LaPointe feels a
child dealing with bipolar
disorder should not have to
sit on a bus to be sent away
from his community.

Because of this, the recent
announcement that District
219 plans to pull out of the
Niles Township District of
Special Education (NTDSE)

co-operative on July 1, 2005
should provide a sigh of relief
for the special education de-
partment in Niles North High
School.

The co-op included the
three 219 high schools, North,
West, and OCLC, and nine
feeder schools.  In previous
years, 219 gave 51% of
NTDSE’s funding, while the
feeder schools paid 49% of the
costs.

 However, District 219 only
accounts for 10% of the total
number of students NTDSE
provide services for.

The money saved by pull-
ing out of NTDSE will total to
about $7 million. With that
money, the district can pro-
vide the services it could not

provide before while allow-
ing the students to stay in
their community.

In addition to a sense of
belonging, the district can
provide experts and special-
ists that NTDSE previously
hired out from a private
center.

All the special education
employees will report to
only one supervisor. Also,
new facilities will be created
in the District offices.

Though the ones attend-
ing feeder schools will suf-
fer and will have to pay for
the 51% lost, District 219
will gain from their depar-
ture and  be able to offer
more services to the stu-
dents.

Dear Editor,
In response to “Religious

clubs get short changed” in
the November 5th issue of
the North Star, I would like
to offer the following clari-
fication. Club members and
their sponsors spend con-
siderable time and energy
fundraising because they do
not receive funding from
the school budget. Clubs are
on their own to prudently
spend money and replenish
what has been spent.

The ethnic clubs fall un-
der the umbrella of Interna-
tional Club and are expected
to participate in Interna-
tional Night every two years
and Winter Party every
year.

Donations of food from
outside sources are at a
minimum in terms of the
people who attend these
events. Consequently, club
members are asked to bring
in various dishes and/or

each club spends its money
for catering which can be ex-
pensive. In addition, the re-
freshments provided at club
meetings invariably come
out of club budgets.

Spending club money for
reasons other than the above
mentioned is a club’s pre-
rogative within reason. If a
club is obligated to donate its
fundraising to a charity, then
it should be viewed as a ba-
sic premise of the club’s phi-
losophy and existence.
Openly criticizing another
club and associating its
ethnicity with a specific reli-
gion in mind shows a lack of
understanding and sensitiv-
ity.

Many years ago when I
became the sponsor of Israeli
Club there was absolutely no
money in the club’s treasury.
Student Congress, as a mat-
ter of practice at that time,
issued a $100 loan, which
was repaid immediately fol-

lowing the first fundraiser.
Over the years I opted to be
philanthropic; hence,
healthier club finances.

Israel is often referred to
as “the Jewish State,” not un-
like other nations in the
Middle East and Europe
where certain religions are
predominant.

However, Israeli Club is
not set up solely for Jewish
membership. Our motto is
that one does not need to be
an Israeli, speak Hebrew or
subscribe to Judaism in or-
der to join the club. Although
membership has been pre-
dominantly Jewish, we have
been fortunate over the years
to have members of other
faiths. Unfortunately, the
person who wrote the article
on November 5th was not
very well informed.

Judith E. Blackman,
Special Education

Teacher and sponsor of Is-
raeli Club

Funding change will prove wise

Israeli club sponsor offers clarification
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Improv show gives actors room to play
Actors prepare for
unscripted scenes
By Michelle Sicad

Reporter

Orchestra, choir collaborate for winter concert

New student addiction targets North’s senior class

Addiction is just one of
the many words used to de-
scribe how seniors at Niles
North are behaving towards
the online application pro-
cess.

This time of the year,
when deadlines are being
met and decisions are being
made,  obsession with check-
ing the online status grows
and more and more students
become infected with the
addiction.

Seniors spend their free
mods in the IRC checking
their online status. During
spare moments in class, you

will, no doubt, see a senior
checking a school website.
Most seniors who have ap-
plied online  have become
addicted to checking their
online status.

The addiction starts once
their little fingers press the
“submit” button and their
sanity disappears. Before
they know it, they are check-
ing their admission status
every hour. The ability to
know what is happening with
their application overpowers
them.  Checking the status is
not only a daily ritual, but a
daily obsession. The stu-
dent’s day doesn’t feel com-
plete without their dose of
college knowledge.

Every time the students
log on to the site, they get a
fix that they can’t get any-
where else.  This feeling
takes over and virtually
nothing can stop it from
overpowing them.

As the student scrolls
down the page waiting to see
what the decision is, their
hands feel sweaty, their
stomach feels nervous, and
their head feels as if all the
blood is rushing to it. The
anticipation eats at them,
and they can’t seem to get
enough of it.

Questions arise in their
head: How much longer do
I have to wait untill I get my
decision? Was all of the in-

The play-production class
presented Improv Show Re-
flections: Liefe’s A Test on
Wed., Dec. 15 and Thur., Dec
16.

“This is a very creative
group of theatre artists,” said
fine arts instructor Timothy
Ortmann. “They’ve been
working hard to create some
improv and sketch comedy
that pokes fun at the crazi-
ness of society -- and of our-
selves.”

The show was composed
of semi-planned scenes. The
actors’ performances were
based on a subject that the

students came up with and
wanted to potray.

Throughout the show,  au-
diences participated in
improv games.  They yelled
out suggestions and the ac-
tors  performed the requests.

 Ortmann prepared the
students for the unexpected.
The goal was to help students
become better at developing
scenes.

“It’s an opportunity to
come up with our own ideas
and really put them out
there,” said senior actor Scott
Kaplan.

“Reflections is sure to con-
tinue the tradition of improv
shows at Niles North that
have always left audiences
howling with laughter,” said
Ortmann.

formation
I sent cor-
r e c t ?
When will I
know if I
am in or
not!?

The only
remedy to
the addiction
is when the
decision fi-
nally pops up on the
screen.  All of the questions
that they have been waiting
for are answered on one un-
assuming day.

As the student scrolls
down the page assuming
they will see the same an-
swer they always have,  the

The orchestra and choir
put on their annual holiday
concert on Wed., Dec. 8, at
7:30p.m. in the auditorium.

The orchestra performed
four songs.  Pam Hendrix,
director of the
orchestra,  had
been busy mak-
ing sure the
pieces sounded
flawless.

The concert
held significant
meaning, for it celebrated
the 9oth birthday of com-
poser, Betty Jacobson.
Hendrix’s aunt.

“We’ve been working
hard these last couple
months,” said senior and
cello player Adina Sheinin.

The guitar class , taught
by Hendrix, opened the per-
formance with a sing-along
to two American classics,
“Let It Be” by the Beatles and
“Lean On Me” by Bill With-
ers.

The four choirs that per-
formed, directed by Daniel

Gregerman, included Con-
cert, Choraliers, Chamber
and Chorale.  The Chamber
Choir and Chorale went on to
perform three songs to-
gether.

The Concert Choir and
Choraliers followed by per-

f o r m i n g
“Pause for the
Claus” by
Kirby Shaw.

Choral and
C h a m b e r
Choir, along
with the or-

chestra, performed two num-
bers composed by Jacobson.
Songs included “A Caroll”
and “Fantasy for Strings.”
Jacobson was able to attend
with her two daughters,
Mary and Martha.

The Chorale also per-
formed a parody of “The
Twelve Days of Christmas,”
called “The Twelve Days Af-
ter Christmas,” composed by
Frederick Silver.

The Symphonic Orchestra
performed “Coriolanus
Overture, Op.62,” composed
by Ludwig van Beethoven,

By Devin Levin
Reporter

By Erin Levy
Reporter

“We managed to pull
everything together

really nicely.”
senior Stefanie Engstrom

orchestra member

and then combined with the
Philharmonic Strings to
perform “Fantasia on
‘Greensleves,’” composed by
Ralph Vaughin Williams.

“We’re all coming to-
gether with the orchestra to
perform the ‘Hallelujah
Chorus’ at the end of the
show,” said junior Arielle
Galante, member of both
the choir and orchestra,
during an early rehearsal.

“ As a group we managed
to pull everything together
really nicely,” said junior
and first-chair violinist Ste-
fanie Engstrom.

“People from the audi-
ence even came onstage and
sang with us,” said senior
and choir member Aliza
Reisberg.

The orchestra and choir,
along with the Niles North
band, also put on a commu-
nity performance the fol-
lowing day at 12:30 in the
auditorium.

The concert proved to be
an enjoyable event in which
students truly showed off
their musical talents.

Seniors Lindsey Long and Joey deBettencourt rehearse for Reflections:
Life’s A Test, the improv show createdby North’s Play Production class.

Photo by Stan Golovchuk

decision appears. The stu-
dent feels a rush of emotions
run through their body as
their future is finally decided.

Finally, the student can
rest more easily at night
knowing that they get to
make the decision and the
colleges must wait for their
answer.
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Band spreads cheer through music

C.E.C. ice skating provides peer socialization opportunity

Photo by Bonnie Stiernberg
C.E.C. club sponser Hyun Song leads a meeting on
Mon., Dec. 6 to prepare  for the ice skating event.

Having won numerous
awards in their long history
at North, the Niles bands are
very familiar with  the word
“excellent.”

The groups practiced ev-
eryday during school for sev-
eral weeks to prepare for
their second concert of the
season. It was held on Tues.,
Dec. 14 in the auditorium.

The concert featured the
four Niles North bands: Be-
ginning Band, Concert Band,
Symphonic Band, and Sym-
phonic Wind Ensemble.

   The evening began with
three holiday songs per-
formed by both the Begin-

ning and Concert Bands.
“ I am really excited that

the beginners get to play the
first three numbers of the
concert,” said band director
Elton Eisele.

Concert Band, Sym-
phonic Band, and Sym-
phonic Wind Enselmble
went on to perform three
pieces each during the show.

The evening concluded
when Alumni and parents
were invited to play two holi-
day numbers along with the
Symphonic Wind Ensemble.
The ensemble was directed
by senior Anita Kumar.

“This is my second time
directing, and hopefully
there will be many more,”
said Kumar.

The concert was enjoy-
able and quite a success.

The holidays are a time
when students come to-
gether. The Council for Ex-
ceptional Children’s club
(C.E.C.) is planning to host
their annual ice skating out-
ing so that this is possible for
everyone.

The outing is a peer so-
cialization activity where
students with special needs
are given the opportunity to
meet outside of school with
their non-disabled peers.

“This gives the students
who don’t have anything to
do over winter break and
just sit in front of the TV an
opportunity to get out of the
house and spend some time
with their friends,” said spe-
cial education teacher and
C.E.C. sponsor Hyun Song.

Parents and sibling are
not allowed to attend,
which gives the students a
chance to have fun in a nor-
mal setting and still be su-
pervised.

“C.E.C. skating is a great
opportunity for all of us to
just hang out and have fun
together,” said senior
C.E.C. member Chandani
Joshi. “The differences go
unnoticed when all of us are
falling over.”

Participants in the out-
ing include C.E.C. Club
members, students from
other special needs pro-
grams such as SAILS, AN-
CHOR, and BRIDGES pro-
grams,  other students from
Niles West and Niles North,
and invited friends.

“The ice skating event is
an excellent opportunity for
everyone and an incredible

amount of fun,”  said Song.
“Our main goals are peer so-
cialization and to have fun.”

 Each year, alumni with
special needs and alumni from
the club also return to partici-
pate in this activity.

“I, personally, have a really
great time at this event every
year and enjoy reminiscing
with the graduates who come
back,” said special education
teacher Iris Puccini.  Puccini
said she also enjoys“seeing
what they have become.”

Part of the outing includes
going out for lunch at
Edwardo’s Pizza after skating.

“This event is just a social
activity, and everyone ends up
taking something away from
it,” said Joshi.

The C.E.C. annual ice skat-
ing outing will be held on
Mon., Dec. 27 at the Weber
Center.

By Najah Mirza
Editorial  Editor

By Claudia Colina
Reporter

Holiday concert dis-
plays student talent

Photo by Danielle Perlin
 Junior Ivo Suarez and sophomore Laurie Cipkin rehearse songs with the
Symphonic Wind Ensemble for their winter concert on Tues, Dec. 14.

What gift is on your holiday wish list?

Lavi Talpos Jr.
“ I’d like an orange fish tank
with gold fish.”

Rohith Doma Jr.
“ I want a car in general.”

Scott Mordecki  Fr.
“ I want NFL 2K5 .”

Justin Mann Sr.
“ I want a black NIV Thinline
Bible because I lost my old
one at school.”

Jocelyn Varghese Sr.
“ I want my sisters to come
home for Christmas.”

Maria Titkova  So.
“ A doggie.”

Stephanie Abitbol  Fr.
“ I want a digital camera.”

John Babas  So.
“ A new car , a blue Acura.”
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Becoming a
Recent incidents of violence, other unsportsmanlike conduct sign

Athlete misbehavior rises...
By Nomaan Merchant

Editor in Chief

As the famous advertising
slogan claims, everyone
wants “to be like Mike.”  But
amidst the latest scandals,
fights, and court cases nega-
tively involving athletes, are
the days of people like
Michael Jordan serving as
role models over in profes-
sional sports?

This question has become
more debated today than
ever before, as some athletes
have recently made ques-
tionable decisions on and off
the playing field.  This has
brought into question the
notion that children should

strive to be like the players
they see in arenas, stadiums,
and on TV.

The most startling inci-
dent of player misbehavior is
the one that occurred during
an NBA game in Detroit on
Fri., Nov. 19, when Indiana
Pacers players entered the
stands and began brawling
with fans (see below for more
information).

The tape of that incident,
which occurred during a na-
tional ESPN broadcast, was
replayed many times and left

a lasting image of
player miscon-

duct in the
minds of
viewers ev-
erywhere.

But the
recent fight
was not the

only in-

Nov. fight sparks outrage, concern
By Becky Chan

Reporter

Poll: students s
about violence 

On Fri., Nov. 19, one of the
most violent clashes between
fans and professional ath-
letes in U.S. sports history
occurred, at an Indiana Pac-
ers-Detroit Pistons basket-
ball game in Auburn Hills,
Mich.

The brawl started when
Ron Artest of the Pacers
fouled Ben Wallace of the
Pistons.  Wallace retaliated
by shoving Artest.  The fight
then escalated as other mem-
bers of the respective teams
got involved.

As referees and coaches
pulled the players apart,
Artest was pulled out of the
fight and laid upon the
scorer’s table on the side of
the court.  Shortly thereafter,
he was struck with a cup full
of liquid by a fan.  Artest then
ran into the stands to attack
the fan he believed threw the
cup. He was followed by
teammate Stephen Jackson.

As Jackson and Artest ran
after the people they believed
threw the cup, the fans them-
selves began fighting back,

and the melee pushed onto
the basketball court.  More
players and fans became in-
volved, and fans resorted to
throwing garbage and other
debris at the players.  One
person was even videotaped
throwing a folding chair.

The National Basketball
Association (NBA) sus-
pended Artest for 73 games,
Jackson for 30 games, Pacers
f o r w a r d
J e r m a i n e
O’Neal for
25 games,
Wallace for
six games,
and Pacers
guard An-
t h o n y
Johnson for five games.  In
addition, four players were
suspended for a game each
because they left the bench
during a fight.

The local district
attorney’s office also took ac-
tion against several fans in-
volved in the incident.  They
ended up charging five Pacer
players and four Piston fans.

Of the fans facing legal
charges, the most serious
have come against Bryant

Jackson, the fan who is be-
lieved to have thrown a chair
during the skirmish.  Jackson
is facing felony assault as well
as misdemeanor assault
charges.

John Green, the fan who
threw the cup at Artest, is fac-
ing two counts of assault.
Three others are also facing
one count each of misde-
meanor assault and battery.

In the after-
math of the inci-
dent, nine people
also suffered mi-
nor injuries.

The violent
brawl between
players and fans
has resulted in

pressure on the NBA to con-
sider stricter standards re-
garding fan behavior.

The NBA has decided to
have bodyguards stand be-
hind the player benches as
well as escort coaches and
referees to and from locker
rooms.

The league has also en-
couraged individual teams
within the league to  beef up
their own security plans as
they see necessary.

 A quick look at...
How the four major sports

deal with violence
National Basketball
Association (NBA)
The NBA lists many rules
for player violence against
other players, officials, or
fans. If a  player deliber-
ately goes into the specta-
tor seats, starting at the
groud seats, they will be
automatically ejected

from the game with other possible con-
sequences. A player who fights,
punches or elbows will be ejected, as
well as fined and possibly suspended
for one or more games.

National Hockey
League (NHL)
Though hockey is a
violent sport, the
NHL has (though
may not enforce)
many rules against
violence. For ex-

ample, if a player commits a minor pen-
alty, such as body-checking, hooking,
tripping, or participates in any un-
sportsmanlike conduct, they will receive
a two minute penalty. However, if a
team commits four major penalties,
which include checking into the boards
or fighting of any sort, will cause the
whole team to be ejected.
(Continued on next page)

How much time do you
estimate you spend fol-
lowing sports on a daily
basis?

None: 29.17%
1-30 mins.: 41.67%
31-60 mins.:10.42%
More than an hour: 18.75%

Have you heard about
or seen video clips of the
NBA fight on Fri., Nov.
19 during a game be-
tween the Detroit Pis-
tons and Indiana Pac-
ers?

Yes: 74.55%
No: 25.45%

If you answered ‘Yes’ to
the second question, did
the fight affect your
opinions of the integrity
of professional ath-
letes?

Yes: 30%
No: 70%

stance of athletes acting in-
appropriately; indeed, there
are many instances of ath-
letes being anything but role
models.

In June of 1997, heavy-
weight boxer Mike Tyson bit
the ear of opponent Evander
Holyfield during a champi-
onship fight two years after
serving a three-year jail sen-
tence for the rape of an Indi-
ana woman.

Off the court, the reputa-
tion of pro sports has taken a
hit as well.  This past sum-
mer, NBA superstar Kobe
Bryant faced charges of rap-
ing a hotel employee in Colo-
rado; the charges were even-
tually dropped.

Though many athletes are
involved in noble causes, the
ill-advised decisions of a few
have cast a dark shadow over
professional sports.

Los Angeles Lakers
guard Kobe Bryant
faced charges this past
summer after
accusations that he
raped a hotel
employee
in
Colorado.

The violent brawl be-
tween players and fans

has resulted in pressure
on the NBA to consider

stricter standards
regarding fan behavior.
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a bad sport
signal troubling trend in sports; athletes, fans become more unruly

...as does misconduct of fans

Athletes serve as inadequate role models
By Najah Mirza

Editorial Editor

It seems like every time
you turn on ESPN, you see
footage of unruly fans getting
rowdy at another sporting
event.

Our sports-consumed cul-
ture has normalized the vio-
lence that occurs between
players, coaches and fans.
But it’s not only in the ma-
jors where this behavior oc-
curs.

Fans at all levels have par-
ticipated in many violent or
unsportsmanlike events.

In April of 2003, a fan at
U.S. Cellular Field in Chicago
attacked umpire Laz Diaz,
and at a game in September
of 2002, a White Sox fan
named William Ligue, Jr.
and his son attacked the Kan-
sas City Royals first base
coach, Tom Gamboa. Ligue
was later convicted on as-
sault charges.

In 2000 after the Los An-
geles Lakers won the cham-
pionship, a riot resulted in

cars being torched, busi-
nesses being looted, and
bonfires being set around the
Staples Center.

Violence in sports is not
limited to the pro
level.  One of the
most brutal acts of
violence occurred
at a youth hockey
practice in 2000,
when Thomas
Junta beat Michael
Costin to death
after an argu-
ment broke
out between
the two par-
ents over
rough play
during a scrim-
mage.

Last February
in Hampton,
Penn., a parent
body-slammed a
high school bas-
ketball referee
after his wife
was ejected
from the
game for yell-

Millions of children
around the world sit in front
of their TV’s on a daily basis
cheering on their favorite
athletes.

These children look up to
the favorite athletes in awe
and dream to grow up to be
just like them.

Unfornuately, these ath-
letes may not
realize the ex-
tent of their in-
fluence, espe-
cially as words
like “violence”
are becoming
commonly as-
sociated with sports.

Within the 112 schools in
the NCAA Division I-A, at
least 175 athletes were ar-
rested for a variety of crimes.
The largest number for as-
sault, sexual assault, and
other forms of violence.

Mass media contributes
greatly to the influence of
these athletes, and indirectly
to the acceptability of sports-
related violence. Television,
magazines, newspapers, and
radio provide many ex-

amples to children who may
imitate such behavior.

The sometimes negative
nature of the media glorifies
players, often the most con-
troversial and aggressive
ones, and publicizes them for
the wrong reasons.  Com-
mentary is usually descrip-
tive of suggestive of combat
relating excitement with vio-
lent action.

Children and teenagers
model their be-
havior and atti-
tudes on those
of adults, par-
ticularly indi-
viduals they ad-
mire, which
many times are

athletes. Athletes are impor-
tant and influential role
models.

A child who watches acts
of violence committed by
athletes that have engaged in
criminal behavior knows
that society disapproves of
the athlete’s criminal acts
but also approves of his or
her athletic achievements,
which leads to obvious con-
fusion.

In addition, many athletes
that have been strongly rep-

rimanded by the law find
glory in athletics, even after
jail time.  Famous examples
include Mike Tyson, who
spent time in jail for rape,
and Latrell Sprewell, who
was suspended from the
NBA for a year after choking
his coach.

It makes sense that sports
violence would serve as an
important role model and
why illegal violence on the
screen has a greater influ-
ence on the behavior of chil-
dren. Sports related violence
can lead to aggressive behav-
ior in children. Over 1,000
studies confirm this correla-
tion.

By age 18, the average
American child will have
viewed about 200,000 acts
of violence on television
alone.  A Kaiser Family
Foundation national study of
media use, the first of its
kind, found that “the typical
American child” spends five
hours and 29 minutes a day
using media.

Though sports teach the
lessons of hard work,
committment, and dedica-
tion, at times they can also
send a mixed message.

s speak out
ce in sports

By Ali Anselmo
Managing Editor

(Continued from previous page)

Major League
Baseball (MLB)
The official rules
and regulations
do not specify
terms and conditions of player miscon-
duct against fans or officials. However,
if a player or coach comes in deliberate
physical contact with an official, they will
be ejected from the game. If a pitcher or
any other player intentionally throws the
ball at the batter, the umpire can use dis-
cretion and hand out punishments rang-
ing from fines to suspensions.

National Football
League (NFL)
The NFL rules and
regulations clearly
states that if fans in-
terferes with the
game in any way, the
team should not be
penalized. If a specta-
tor does interfere with the game, then the
security of the arena should be informed,
and the fan may be ejected or even fined.
Depending on the severity of the act, the
game may either be postponed, delayed
or cancelled. Though the league states
the consequences of spectator misbehav-
ior, it does not say specific rules for
player misbehavior. If there were any cir-
cumstance involving player behavior, of-
ficials would use their own discretion.

If you answered ‘Yes’ to
the second question ,
has your interest in pro-
fessional sports
changed at all because
of the fight?

Yes: 10.26%
No: 89.74%

Do you believe athletes
are good role models?

Yes: 66.04%
No: 33.96%

Do you believe that
there is a significant
problem with violence
and unsportsmanlike
conduct in professional
sports?

Yes: 50.91%
No: 49.09%

Fifty-five students partici-
pated in this poll.

Polling by Hannah Kim,
Nomaan Merchant, Carley
Wigod

ing obscenities. Also, in Sep-
tember of 2003, a father at
Frankfort High School in
Frankfort, Ill. was charged
with two counts of aggra-
vated battery and one count

of battery after charging
on the football field and
attempting to choke an
official.

Incidents of fans and
parents partaking in vio-

lence have unfortu-
nately become

common in
today’s soci-

ety.

William
Ligue,
Jr.

attacked
Royals

first base
coach Tom

Gamboa in a
White Sox

game at U.S.
Cellular Field in
September.

By age 18, the average
American child will have

viewed about 200,000
acts of violence on

television alone.
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Slippery winter fun glides through Niles North

The Weber Center has open skate every Friday night from 7:00 p.m. to 8:30
p.m. For admission and rental  skates you only pay under seven dollars.

Photo by  Carley Wigod

Top ten holiday movies to watch during winter break

Easy recipes to prepare for holiday season

 Watching a good movie
is a way to remedy the bore-
dom that may occur during
winter break.These are the
top ten movie picks from a
poll taken Niles North stu-
dents on Mon., Dec. 6.

1. Elf  stars Will Ferrell, a
man raised as an elf, who is
sent from the North Pole to
the U.S. in search of his true
identity.

2. The Santa Clause
stars Tim Allen as a father
who becomes Santa Clause
after the real Santa falls off
his roof on Christamas eve.

 3. Eight Crazy Nights,

an animated movie, enter-
tains audiences with Adam
Sandler’s comedy and musi-
cal talent.

4. How the Grinch Stole
Christmas is the big budget
remake of the cartoon clas-
sic about a grumpy creature
trying to ruin  Christmas.

 5. A Charlie Brown
Christmas is an animated
tale about how Charlie
Brown tries to find the true
meaning of this holiday.

6. It’s a Wonderful Life  is
the story of an angel who
helps a frustrated business-
man by showing him what
life would be like if he never
existed.

2. Blend eggs with milk,
flour, baking powder, salt,
and onion

3. Add potatoes and beat
thoroughly until smooth

4. Drop mixture from a
tablespoon into hot oil in pan

5. Cook over medium heat
until crisp and brown on one
side (cover pan for
quicker cooking)

6. Turn and
brown other side

7. Continue
with the rest of
the mixture
(Note: more oil
may have to be
added to the pan)

8. Serve hot
with applesauce or
sour cream

     Another easy
recipe for the holidays is
Snowflakes, or cutout sugar
cookies.  Using cookie cut-
ters, these cookies can be
made into a Christmas tree,
a Jewish star, or any other
seasonal shape.

Ingredients:
1/2 cup sugar, 1/3 cup

butter or margarine, 1 egg,
1/2 teaspoon vanilla, 1 1/4
cup flour, 1/2 teaspoon
baking powder, 1/2 tea-
spoon salt

Directions:
1. Mix sugar, butter, egg,

and vanilla well
2. Blend flour, baking

powder, and salt into
the other mixture

3. Chill 1-2 hours
4. Heat oven to

400 degrees
5. Roll dough to

1/8" thickness on
floured surface

6. Use cookie
cutouts for your fa-

vorite designs
7. To decorate, use a

little bit of water on the
cookie and sprinkle decora-
tions before baking

8. Bake for 7-9 minutes
These two recipes will

make the holidays more
festive and delicious.

The holiday season has
arrived; it’s a time when
families reunite around the
table. Here are some tradi-
tional recipes to add flavor
to these occasions.

Chanukah, the festival of
lights, celebrates the story of
how the Israelites had
enough oil to burn for only
one day, it lasted for eight.
Latkes, or potato pancakes,
are generally eaten to cel-
ebrate this miracle.  The fol-
lowing recipe makes about
fifteen latkes that can be en-
joyed by everyone.

Ingredients:
 2 1/2 cups raw potatoes,

2 eggs, beaten (or 4 egg
whites), 1/4 cup milk, 1/4
cup flour, 1/4 teaspoon bak-
ing powder, 1/2 teaspoon
salt, 1 small onion (optional:
grated), oil

Directions:
1. Grate potatoes

By Erin Levy
Reporter

By Danielle Perlin
Photo  Editor

By Iqra Azhar
Reporter

Festive outdoor and
indoor activities for
the holiday season

Winter is here and there
is plenty to do in the ice or
snow.

 One of the most popular
activities is ice skating.
There is an indoor rink at
Weber Skatium, which can
be contacted at (847) 674-
1510. For more skating and
family oriented activities
visit Navy Pier’s Winter
Wonderfest. They can be
reached at (312) 595-5l00.

Other activities include
skiing and snowboarding.
Both are prevalent amongst
teens because they provide
the thrill of racing down
slopes with amazing speeds.

A popular sledding hill,
called Mount Trashmore,  is

located in Evanston.
 Other than that, most fa-

cilities are located in Wiscon-
sin. These include the Alpine
Valley Resort, which offers a
total of 20 different slopes.
Call 1-800-227-9395 for
more information.The
Grand Geneva Resort is also
relatively close by. It includes
a huge half pipe and a 211-
foot vertical drop. Call them
at 1-800-558-3417.

Don’t want to get so out of
breath? Visit the Chicago
Botanic Gardens.  Activities
include storytelling, holiday
decorating, gardening dem-
onstrations, and a Teddy
Bear Museum with visitor-
donated bears.  Inside, the
Garden Café  offers holiday
brunches with cookie deco-
rating, suppers with Santa,
and “Dinner and Music” with
shopping. Call (847) 835-
6900 for information.

7. A Christmas Story,  set
in the 1940s, is about a child
who has to convince his par-
ents that a Red Ryder BB gun
is the perfect gift.

8. Miracle on 34th Street
is about an old man who
claims to be Santa Clause
and has a lawyer who tries to
defend him.

9. Nightmare Before
Christmas  is a uniquely ani-
mated story of about the
King of Halloween Town dis-
covers Christmas Town.

10. Rudolph the Red Nose
Reindeer  is about a misfit re-
indeer and his search for a
place that will accept him.

Artist’s Palette...
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New styles arrive for the winter season

New technology gadgets, homemade art ideas top holiday gift list

Britney’s “Prerogative” stands out amongst masses

  With the sixth year of her
music career quickly ap-
proaching, Britney Spears
promises to please fans with
her last CD before her break,
Greatest Hits: My Preroga-
tive.

Releasing a greatest hits
CD so soon may seem pre-
mature, but it seems to be a
trend in the music industry,
and she pulls it off well.

On her new album,
Britney recaps all of her
chart-topping hits, plus adds
three new songs to mix
things up.

With club jams such as
“Toxic” and “Baby One More

Time,” this compilation
ranges from singles released
in 1998 all the way to the
present.  It’s an aerobics
instructor’s delight.  Britney
has been known for her up-
beat songs, and this album
definitely lives up to it.

Hits like “I’m A Slave 4 U”
and “Everytime” show the
variety of music Britney has
released since her start in
‘98. The unique, jungle-like
beats and seductive panting
of “Slave”  stand out easily
draws listeners in.

The only downside of this
compilation are the cheesy
pop ballads “I’m Not a Girl,
Not Yet a Woman” and
“Lucky.”  Though they are

bearable, they hardly stand
out like the rest of the tracks.

Her latest single, a cover
of Bobby Brown’s 1988 hit,
“My Prerogative,” uses
strings to give a unique
Middle Eastern flair to the
song.

Other new songs, such as
“Do Something”  and “Hav-
ing My Fun,” prove that even
Britney has a little 80’s in
her.  With funky techno beats
and drums, the new songs
break away from her other
hits.

So whether you like her
for her music, the spectacle,
or the full package, Greatest
Hits: My Prerogative is a CD
for all Britney fans alike.

Photo by Jill Hori

By Adam Qadeer
Reporter

By Devin Levin
Reporter

By Clara  Wong
Reporter

iPOD minis are one of the most popular gifts to
buy for friends or loved ones this holiday season.
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Thanksgiving dinner has
come and gone, Black
Friday’s sales have left you
spent, and festive decora-
tions are up all over town.

To those who get warm
fuzzies at the mere mention
of the holidays, this is a won-
derful time of year.

To others, however, the
holidays bring to mind com-
pletely different emotions,
two of them being puzzle-
ment and confusion.

 The major question that
boggles the mind has been,
and for many years to come
will be, what should I get for
[insert name here]?

Have no fear!  With new
and innovative items hitting
the market, one can surely
find the perfect gift for every-
one on the holiday list.

Between shuttling the av-
erage teenager to and from

practices and rehearsals,
Mom undergoes so much
stress during the year.

 This holiday season, treat
her to a massage at the local
spa.  A relaxing deep tissue
massage will uplift her spir-
its and relieve the tensions of
the day.

For the tech-savvy dad,
Best Buy and Circuit City are
the places to shop.  From
CD’s and DVD’s to comput-
ers and car audio, the op-
tions are endless.

If you are unsure of ex-
actly what Dad would want,
buy him a gift certificate and
let him pick his own perfect
gift.  Such technology stores
are like toy stores for Dad.

When it comes to a sib-
ling, you can work with the
other brothers and sisters in
the family and collectively
buy them a more expensive
gift.

 One great idea this sea-
son is the iPod, a portable

way to carry their favorite
tunes everywhere they go.
An iPod-mini can store four
gigabytes, and the regular
iPods can store either 10
gigabytes or 20 gigabytes.

 For those with a slightly
smaller budget, cute wallets
and keychains can always
accentuate their personal
style.

If all else fails, remember
that the most meaningful
gift is one from the heart.
Any small item can become
a treasured possession.

Knitting is always a popu-
lar option.  One can custom-
make a variety of scarves,
ponchos, and other articles
of clothing for that special
person.

If you are in a pinch,
make a few dozen cookies or
brownies, place them lov-
ingly in decorative wrap-
ping, and deliver them with
a smile and a resounding
“Happy Holidays!”

done a great job promoting
it with the introduction of
Sarah Jessica Parker as their
spokesperson.

Boots this season have
been revamped and made
more stylish with interest-
ing buckles and patterns on
them. Styles like these can
be seen at Aldo or Steve
Madden.

 Be wary of the furry
atrocities that we have all
seen. The wreckage that I am
speaking of are those Ugg
wannabe’s that look like a
llama was amputated and its
limbs were made into boots.

The 50’s secretary look is
in with great wool skirt suits
paired with smooth delicate
fabrics.

Fun hosiery is  a great
way to liven up any en-
semble. With rose laden de-
signs and other patterns
paired with an A-line skirt,
you are sure to look vouge
this holiday.

For the men this season,
accessories are a way to
show style and sophistica-
tion. Brightly colored

scarves and gloves paired
with a wool coat give new
meaning to winter chic. Gene
Meyer at Marshall Fields is
doing great scarves and hats
sets that have modern lines
and bright colors.

With these fun and excit-
ing apparel choices, you
won’t ger lost when looking
for an outfit for the day.

Photos taken by: Nina Trikkas

Classic wristlets have
made a classic
comeback with young
teens this season.
Instead of carrying
around a huge purse, it
is easier to carry
around a wristlet.

Blazers are the most
popular trend amongst
celebrities. Inspired by
the 50’s, this look has a
sexy yet classy appeal.
You can purchase
blazers like this one at
Nordstrom’s.

The old fashioned polo
is a classic look that
will never go out of
style.The most popular
brands include IZOD,
Raulph Lauren,
Lacoste, and
Abercrombie.

Luxurious workout bags
have also hit the
northern sububs.
Arriving at the health
club with style and class,
still have enough room
for your belongings.

This winter season as
you’re dashing through the
snow, why not do so in
style?

The Gap has brought the
glamorous side of the holi-
days out with sparkles in ev-
erything from handbags to
cowl neck shirts. They’ve
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Swimmers start reconstruction

Photo by Danielle Perlin

Passion stirs in wrestler Vikettes dance their way to success

Girls’ indoor track prepare for season

Loss at West moti-
vates swimmers

When you enter the Niles
North weight room, you will
find yourself surrounded by
workout equipment,
weights, and students. No
matter what day you go,  you
are sure to also find senior
Braden McLoughlin work-
ing hard to get in condition
for wrestling.

McLoughlin began
wrestling his freshman
year and has con-
tinued ever
since.

He is a
d e d i c a t e d
and hard
w o r k i n g
t e a m
member,
practicing
at school and
participating in
off-season tourna-
ments.

“When Braden
was a freshman,
he was third
string in his
weight class, “
said head coach
Matt Hampton.
“And just be-
cause of the
fact he loved
wrestling and
wanted to be
good, he became an all con-
ference caliber wrestler.”

McLoughlin was attracted
to wrestling because “it re-
quires intense training, opti-

mal shape and conditioning,
along with mental toughness
and the will and desire to
win.”

McLoughlin’s hard work
and dedication have paid off.
He has been on varsity for
the past three seasons.

He has also wrestled for
Team Illinois, a national

team and captured
second in freestyle
state and second
in Grecko Roman

State. These
titles quali-

fied him
to wrestle
at na-
t i o n a l s
in Fargo,
N o r t h
D a k o t a
the sum-
mer be-

fore his junior
year.

He is cur-
rently wres-
tling in the 160
lb. weight

class divi-
sion but

hopes to
d r o p
down to

the 152 lb. weight class divi-
sion later this season.

“ My goals this year are to
wrestle hard, train hard ev-
ery day in practice, and be-
come even more supportive
of my team,” said
McLoughlin. “I also want to
go down state and place and
make All-State.”

The boys swim team be-
gan their season on Mon.,
Nov. 29 with the hopes of
getting off to a strong start
for their first meet on Sat.,
Dec. 4, against Niles West.

However, the Wolves beat
them by 20 points. The final
score was 103-83.

“It was unfortunate that
we lost,” said head coach,
Seth Orlove. “But I thought
we swam well.”

Orlove said this year will
be a “rebuilding season” due
to the loss of seven seniors.

“I think that many of the
guys started off with per-
sonal best times,” Orlove
said. “It’s just the starting
point, and we’re already get-
ting stronger.”

Despite the loss, co-cap-
tains senior Alex Krejcie and

junior Andy Peterson are
both optimistic about the
season.

“We have a lot of poten-
tial talent,” Peterson said.
“We just have to do the
work.”

Peterson hopes to im-
prove the team by working
on pacing, and he wants to
have less disqualified swim-
mers at the next meet.

“Every year is a new
team,” Orlove said. “But this
group has a lot of potential,”

One person who has been
vital to the team is Peterson.

 He made all-conference
last year and broke his var-
sity record for the 100 yard
backstroke at the Niles West
meet. He is alsothe first to be
a captain as a junior in the
last five years.

“Andy Peterson is our key
weapon,” said Orlove. “He’s
been training year round.”

The boys’ next meet is on
Dec. 18 at the Leyden Invite
at 11 a.m. The boys are hop-
ing for a successful meet.

Junior Justin Ohlsen swims the 500 yard freestyle during the swim meet
against their rival Niles West on Sat., Dec. 4. The boys lost by 20 points.

The indoor track and field
girls have been training for
the upcoming season, which
starts on Jan. 18.

With practices three days
a week after school, the con-
ditioning consists of lifting
weights as well as different
sets of running.

Each individual focuses
on their own event by train-
ing with teammates who

have the same interests.
Even though indoor track

isn’t considered  a winter
sport, they are still dedicated
to their work.

The majority of the girls
who participate in indoor
track and field go on to com-
pete in the spring.

“ I think  it is really impor-
tant for all of us to be able to
run all year round,” said se-
nior long distance runner
Laura Papageorgiou.

The girls compete with

various schools throughout
the indoor season and are
looking forward to confer-
ence in mid- February.

“ Some people don’t think
we really compete in indoor
track, but we are just as com-
petitive as when the spring
season begins,” said senior
shotputter Marquita
Howard.

All the effort that the girls
have put in  will eventually
pay off  in the upcoming sea-
son.

During every football and
basketball half time, the
Niles North Vikettes come
out to dance. These girls
aren’t the customary cheer-
leaders. The Vikettes are the
Niles North dance team.

Outside of Niles North,
the Vikettes are also going to
several dance competitions
with other schools.

They will go to three com-
petitions this season, and
based on their performance,
they could go to state com-
petition.

According to Mohria
Aberman-Bradley, they
should be very successful
this year.

“This season, we have the
hardest competition routine
I have ever seen in my four
years of Vikettes, said
Aberman-Bradley.

To develop their pro-
grams,  the teams go to camp
at Northern Illinois Univer-
sity. During camp, they learn
various basketball and foot-
ball routines for the season.

In addition to camp, a
Chicago Bulls Luv-A-Bull

choreographed a routine
with the team this year.

“My personal goal for the
team is to see the squad
place, as well as have the
squad be mentally prepared
for the competition,” said
Aberman-Bradley.

By Ali Anselmo
Managing Editor

By Stan Golovchuk
 News Editor

Claudia Colina
Reporter

By Hannah Kim
Sports  Editor

Photo by Nina Trikkas
The Vikettes present their routine at the pep
assembly on Fri., Dec. 10. The dance was a pom
routine that incorporated Britney’s greatest hits.
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Skokie Nighthawks rule ice rink

...Sports worth 1000 words

 Divers Randy Weiss and Paul Mockus compete during their meet on Sat., Dec. 4 against Niles West. Weiss finished in first place.
Photos by Bonnie Stiernberg

Davidson shines even out of spotlight

Senior Eric Berman (right) assists senior captain
Kevin Carro (left)  against Conant on Dec. 4.

Photo by Jill Hori

Carro, Kruszynski lead
pack to victory

The varsity boys basket-
ball team has started their
season off on a sucssesful
note.

On Saturday, Dec. 4, they
played the Evanston Wild-
cats and beat them for the
first time in Niles North his-
tory. The final score was 72
to 69.

Bringing them to victory
was junior Nick Williams
who was the leading point
scorer. Senior leader Vehid
Vulic also added some points
for the win.

These two teammates
have shown some excep-
tional leadership qualities
throughout their years on the

team.
Their effect is shown

through the team’s progress.
They are currently 3-3,

but they hope to win at least
fifteen games by the end of
the season.

The boys have been work-
ing very hard, practicing
from 2 1/2 to 3 hours every-
day.

Social Studies teacher and
head coach Bill Pistorious
hopes to get the chance to
compete for the conference
title.

“The varsity team has
matched their total wins
from last season in 2 weeks,”
Pistourius said.

They have a game tonight
at 7:30 p.m. in the main gym
against Glenbrook North.

You won’t find Christina
Davidson’s name on any
high scorers’ lists for basket-
ball; her main specialties
don’t always gain acclaim.

Instead, she is most fond
of doing what others would
call the dirty work, playing
tenacious defense and keep-
ing opponents from scoring.

Davidson has been a bas-
ketball player since fourth
grade and has found a niche
for herself playing defense.

“I like the feeling you get
making a shot and then
working on defense so you
can go do it again,” said
Davidson.

But it’s her positive atti-

By Nomaan Merchant
 Editor in Chief

tude upon which she prides
herself the most.

“Everybody’s expected to
work hard, but mostly [suc-
ceeding] is about attitude,”
said Davidson.  “It’s nice to
be the cheery person on the
team.”

Davidson is also involved
in many different activities
off the court as well.

She is the secretary of the
National Honor Society and
plays clarinet in the Sym-
phonic Wind Ensemble.

She is also active in her
community church as well,
singing in the youth gospel
choir and participating in
various community service
projects.

Davidson will pursue an
international relations and

Co-captains and seniors
Kevin Carro and Kevin
Kruszynski of the Skokie
Nighthawks hockey team
have many similarities.

They both have the same
name and they’ve been play-
ing hockey since the age of
four, but what stands out
most is their leadership
qualities.

This dynamic duo has
been ruling the ice and
bringing their team to vic-
tory.

“There’s just something
about the ice that I love,” said
Carro. “ It’s where I’m most

comfortable.  Everything is
so fast and it’s so competi-
tive.”

Both captains are opti-
mistic about their season,
and according to
Kruzsyinski, it is going very
well.

“We will have no problem
getting to state,” he said.
“But when we get there, we
have to remember to work
together and win.”

They are 18-4-1 overall,
which includes tournaments
and cross-over games.

“We’re getting better ev-
ery game and really hoping
to get to the state champion-
ship,” said Carro. “We feel
like we’ve got a great shot.
We’re also having a lot of
fun.”

Despite their loss against
the number one team in the

state, Rockford, the team is
still happy with the results.

“We played one of the best
games ever,” Kruszynski
said. “We kept up with
them.”

Even though the team is
improving rapidly, it seems
no one notices.

“I wish when I look up at
the stands from the ice, I
could see some fans,” said
Kruszynski. “Everyone needs
to come out and cheer us on.”

On Dec. 21, the Night-
hawks will take some time
away from the ice to spread
some holiday cheer.

They will be at the Kellogg
Cancer Center at Evanston
Hospital passing out cookies,
doughnuts, coffee, hot
chocolate and other treats to
patients and their families to
brighten their day.

Vikings dunk Wildcats

By Iqra Azhar
Reporter

Senior
Christina

Spanish double major in col-
lege.

By Leah Kraig
Reporter

Davidson defends
teammate Jeannine

Lopez during practice.
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Holiday keepsakes light up season
Regardless of their faith, most people have at least one special object that helps

put them in the holiday spirit. Whether it be an ornament, a menorah, or a
whole village, an inanimate object can evoke sentimental feelings in even the
most Scrooge-like among us. The following Niles North students let the North
Star sneak a peek at the holiday objects that mean the most to them (clockwise
from top): senior Laura Papageorgiou, junior Alla Sutin, junior Ben Rosenthal,

and junior Stefanie Engstrom.

 Papageorgiou and her mother work tirelessly on their holiday village
for weeks every year. Each Christmas, they add another piece to their
collection.  As a  tradition, the  whole  family stops by to appreciate it.

Sutin loves this ornament because it is beautiful, and it is
special to her because it was given to her by her grandmother.

This is the largest model Santa Claus
out of Papageorgiou’s collection of five.
It holds the place of honor under the
family’s Christmas tree each year.

These ornaments were crocheted  in celebration of Engstrom’s
parents’ marriage in 1981.  One ornament has the colors of the
Romanian flag, and the other has the colors of the Swedish flag.

Rosenthal’s menorah was passed down from his great-
grandmother.  It is over 80 years old, and the Rosenthals have
been lighting the menorah in their home for over 17 years.

Sutin received this ornament when
she was eight years old as a New
Year’s gift.  Giving gifts on New
Year’s Eve is a Russian tradition.


