
Name: ______________________  Period: ____ 
Plate Tectonic Unit Vocabulary List 

Vocabulary Definition Example 

Continental Drift 
Theory 

Continents were once together and have 
drifted apart to where they are today. 

 

Alfred Wegener 
 

A meteorologist who used multiple lines of 
evidence to develop the theory of 
Continental Drift. 

Theory rejected; he did not 
explain WHY plates move  

Evidence for 
Continental Drift  

Plant and animal fossils; glacier markings; 
rock layers and mountain ranges; fit of 
continents 

 

Pangaea Ancient supercontinent that began to break 
apart 250 million years ago. 

 

Seafloor Spreading New ocean floor is made at mid-ocean 
ridges and pushing plates away (diverging!) 

 

Convection Currents 
 

The transfer of heat through the movement 
of a fluid; in the earth the fluid is magma; 
Convection drives the movement of plates 

 

Mid-Oceanic Ridge 
 

A long line of seafloor mountains where new 
ocean crust has been formed along a 
divergent boundary 

 

Evidence for 
Seafloor Spreading 

Magnetic Stripes & Age of seafloor  

Plate Tectonic 
Theory 

A theory stating that Earth’s lithosphere is 
broken into plates that move and change 
shape over time. 

 

Continental Crust Thicker and less dense crust of the 
continents 
 

 

Oceanic Crust Thin and dense crust of the ocean floor  

Convergent 
Boundary 

A plate boundary where plates are pushed 
together; landforms associated with it 
include trenches, island arcs, volcanoes and 
earthquakes  

 

Divergent Boundary 
 

A plate boundary where plates move apart 
from each other and where new oceanic 
crust is formed. 

 

Transform Boundary A plate boundary where plates scrape side 
by side 

 

Trench A V-shaped valley on the ocean floor where 
old seafloor is subducted. 

 

Subduction When one plate is pushed and pulled under 
another plate; plate is recycled into magma 

 



Name: ______________________  Period: ____ 
 

 

What Happens at Plate Boundaries? 

Plate 
Interaction 

Name of 
Boundary 

Drawing Landforms & 
Processes 

Examples in 
the World 
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