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Thomas M. Cooley Law School – Auburn Hills Chapter

2012 -2013 Executive Board

President: Sandy Boisrond
boisronds@cooley.edu

Vice President: Candace Griffey
griffeyc@cooley.edu

Treasurer: Marrena Van Horn
vanhornm@cooley.edu

Secretary: Michael Lamb
lambm@cooley.edu

Parliamentarian: Hope Campbell
campbellh@cooley.edu

Director of Programs: Guy Williams
williamsg@cooley.edu

Community Service Chair: Khari Hatchett
hatchettk@cooley.edu

Academic Chair: Jacara Jackson
jacksonja@cooley.edu

Important Dates:

Sept. 22 9pm Sky Bar
BLSA Mixer

Oct. 1 12pm Rm.153
General Body Meeting

Oct. 15 12pm Rm. 145
General Body Meeting

Nov. 5 12pm Rm. 145
General Body Meeting

Why BLSA Makes Cents

A Message From Our President
Welcome Back BLSA! My name is Sandy 
Boisrond and I'm excited about the 
opportunity to serve as BLSA President for 
the 2012-2013 year! My vision for BLSA is 
centered upon: 1) getting members 

involved with BLSA activities, Cooley programs, and Community 
events; 2) presenting programs that support the academic, social, 
and career goals of our members; and, 3) creating a variety of 
networking and community service opportunities for members.

I welcome your feedback as we attempt to develop a well-
rounded series of programs, and invite you to participate in 
various networking, social, academic, and community service 
activities throughout each term. As well, I encourage you to put 
your leadership skills to work by serving on one of our 
committees: Academic, Community Service, Social, Diversity, 
and Fundraising.

Overall, I hope to promote our theme through everything that we 
do... "We are as strong as we are united, but as weak as we are 
divided."

Much BLSA Love,

Sandy Boisrond

Law school can seem like an insurmountable obstacle in the 
absence of support and camaraderie. Trying to make sense of it 
alone can cause unnecessary fear, anxiety, and disappointments. 
BLSA is here to promote the professional needs of law students, 
encourage professional competence, foster an awareness of 
professional responsibility, and to ensure law schools are responsive 
to the needs of our community. 

The annual fee of $50 includes membership in the local and
national chapters of BLSA. The deadline to register is Oct. 15th; the 
late membership fee is $65. Membership includes discounts at Avis, 
Sprint, Kaplan Bar Review, and Dell. Please contact Marrena Van 
Horn at vanhornm@cooley.edu to establish or renew your 
membership with BLSA.

This school year our academic, social, networking, and 
professional development activities will be aimed at your needs and 
need your active participation to ensure these event are successful. 
We look forward to working with you all and making this a rewarding 
school year. 
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Thurgood Marshall, born on July 2, 1908 in Baltimore, Maryland, studied law at Howard University. As 
counsel to the NAACP, he utilized the judiciary to champion equality for Black Americans. In 1954, he won the 
Brown v. Board of Education case, in which the Supreme Court ended racial segregation in public schools. 
Marshall was appointed to the Supreme Court in 1967 and served for 24 years.

Sojourner Truth was born into slavery as Isabella Baumfree, in Ulster County, New York, around 1787. 
After escaping to freedom, she quickly rose to prominence as an advocate of abolition and women’s rights. Her 
most famous speech, known under the title “Ain’t I a Woman?” was delivered extemporaneously at the 1851 
Ohio Women’s Rights Convention. Truth died in Battle Creek, Michigan, in 1883.

Scholar and activist W.E.B. Du Bois was born on February 23, 1868 in Massachusetts. He studied at 
Harvard University and in 1895 became the first African American to earn a doctorate from Harvard. He wrote 
extensively and was the best known spokesperson for African American rights during the first half of the 20th 
century. He cofounded the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP).

Carter G. Woodson was born in 1875 in New Canton, Virginia. He was the son of freed slaves, and 
worked as a sharecropper to help his family. One of the first African-Americans to receive a doctorate from 
Harvard, Woodson dedicated his career to the field of African American history, and lobbied extensively to 
establish Black History Month as a nationwide institution. He died in 1950.

Born on July 10, 1875, in Mayesville, South Carolina, Mary McLeod Bethune was a child of former 
slaves. A scholarship to Scotia Seminary in North Carolina in 1888 launched her career as educator and activist. 
Believing that education provided the key to racial advancement, she founded the Daytona Normal and Industrial 
Institute, which later became Bethune-Cookman College.

National Website – http://www.nblsa.org/
Local Website - https://sites.google.com/a/cooley.edu/black-law-students-association/auburn-hills
Facebook Group - https://www.facebook.com/groups/blsaauburnhills/
Email - blsaauburnhills@gmail.com

The BLSA display won “Best Table” at last week’s student organization 
information fair. The display featured Black Americans that have championed 
the advancement of freedom, equality, and education. Please take a moment to 
congratulate the members of the e-board for a job well done. Let’s “Get Active” 
and continue to show our excellence, pride, and commitment to community like 
our predecessors. Do you know your history of achievement? 

Already Doing It BIG! 

Staying In Contact With Your Local and National Chapter of BLSA Is Easy


