
RAISING SUPPORT:

INTRODUCTION TO SUPPORT RAISING:

All missionaries must have support for their mission.  This is also the case for us.  The following
section of this manual is devoted to guiding you during this difficult process.  We find this to be a
great process for building your faith, so get ready to have your faith STRETCHED!

A brief read through the book of Ephesians in the Bible will show that Paul, when
working for the local church, fully expected to be supported financially by them.
Whether you believe it or not, fundraising for your trip is a part of the trip itself.  The
challenge and reward of raising funds may stretch your faith, but will encourage you
and prepare you for the journey ahead.

"Make your life a mission - not an intermission. "
Arnold Glasgow

 
 

This may be the first time that you have had to rely on God to come through
financially for you - and, if you believe that He is calling you to the mission field, you
can trust Him to come through for you.

Fund Raising for your Trip - Step by Step

First of all, work out what sum you need to raise - this is often a fixed amount
suggested by the mission organization or charity.
For longer trips, you may wish to work out an estimate of your monthly expenditure,
adding on the costs of travel out to the country or location.  Having this information
will be helpful when people start to ask you how much to give, and they'll also be
pleased to find that you know what you're talking about!

Secondly, pray! Before you do anything else, ask God to supply you with everything
you need - this includes not only finance, but also the emotional, physical and
spiritual resources that you will need too.  Ask him to give you good relationships with
others on the team as well as a positive attitude to the leader.
If you are fundraising for a mission trip, it is likely that your friends, family and church
will be willing to help you but they may not think to offer.  You will need to provide
opportunities to share what you are planning to do, possibly have a single fundraising
event or occasion, or spend time with people talking about what difference you and
your project will be making.

Ask - we can often be so afraid to ask for money that we forget to actually ask.  As
long as people already have an understanding of what you are planning to do - giving
them an opportunity to be a part of it, while staying at home, is one that many will be
interested in taking up.  When they ask "how much", be ready with your answer -
perhaps you're looking for 5 people to give $5, 15 people to give $20, 10 people to
give $50 and 5 people to give $100.  Don't assume anything about people or make
judgements about what they can give, let them make their minds up as to what is
right for them.



Below is an example of a support letter for this trip.

Dear Friends and Family:

How are you doing? I hope that God is doing as many wonderful things in your life as
He is in mine. 
I want to share with you a challenging ministry opportunity that God has presented to
me though my church - Community Christian Church in Georgia. From
________________________ through _______________________, I will be joining
about others by serving people in the interior of Haiti. This one week mission trip will
be centered the community of Maliarette and the 2500 people there.

While God has opened up a door for me to develop a greater heart of compassion for
His people around the world, the exciting part is that you will be able to share in this
compassion in several ways. First, you can help pray for me and my team. We will
need prayers that God will prepare us for our visit and bless our efforts as we minister
to the people of Haiti. 

Another way you can be involved is to help provide that financial support. Would you
consider supporting me with a small donation? My overall costs for this trip is $1800.
 I have included a postage-paid envelope for you to use if you feel led to contribute. I
will need to raise all my funds by ________________, in order to pay for the trip.
Please make checks payable to Community Christian Church. Whether you feel led to
contribute financially, through prayer, or both, all of your support is appreciated.

I look forward to doing God's work in Haiti and letting you know all about how God has
worked through this team when I return.

God Bless,
Haiti Mission team member

THANK YOU’S:

After you return home, be sure to send everyone that supported you financially a personal
“Thank you” card.  We even suggest that you keep in contact with them while overseas, even if
it’s just sending them a postcard.



FOLLOW UPS:

We also strongly suggest that upon your return, you make up another newsletter about what
happened on your mission trip and what God did in your life and the lives of others.  This should
be sent out to everyone that you sent an original support letter to, regardless if they supported
you financially or not.  Many supported you in prayer, and they would love to hear the results of
their prayers.  In the past, some of the participants typed out their journals and sent them to their
supporters; the response was great.  Many felt as if they were present on the trip and were
eager to assist in future trips.

Answers to Questions:

NONPROFIT:

Community Christian Church is a nonprofit organization.

TAXDEDUCTIBLE:

All donations will be sent directly to Community Christian Church.  All checks or money orders
must be made out to Community Christian Church without the team member’s name on the
memo line and mailed with a separate piece of paper with the team member’s name on it stating
that the money is for this person’s account.  Please do not put the candidate’s name on the
check.  This is to comply with IRS regulations concerning taxdeductible donations.  Each
donor will be sent a taxdeductible receipt.

CHECKS:

All checks are to be made out to Community Christian Church WITHOUT the team member’s
name on the memo line and sent to our office to be held in an account for you.

CHECKS MADE PAYABLE TO YOU:

Gifts made payable to the team member will not be taxdeductible.  Please cash the check and
purchase a money order.  You must also enclose along with the check, who the money is for,
and the name, address, and telephone number of the person who should receive the receipt.

CASH:

If a team member receives donations of cash, they may send CCC a money order or check
made out to CCC or you can bring the cash by the church office, enclosing a note stating who



the money is for.  Include name, address, and telephone number of the donor.

CANCELLATION:

Should you decide to cancel, all support money is nonrefundable.

ACCOUNT BALANCES:

If requested, a team member will receive an email once a  month which shows their sponsors
and the funds raised.  The CCC office asks that you not call the office to find out “what’s in my
account?”


