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Dear Wesleyans

Growing In Christ by DIG-ing
For the past three years, many of us have been blessed through our participation in Bible reading 

activities.
Do you remember…
MJC – Meeting Jesus in the Gospels Campaign in 2014
A2C – Acts2Church in 2015
BRD – Bible Reading Drive in 2016

This year, 2017 will be no different! We want to encourage everyone to continue “Growing In Christ”!
One of the ways is to go deeper into the Word and learn to worship God with our whole life. You 
can do this by participating in a short but meaningful 6-week church-wide campaign called DIG – 
Devotion in Groups, which will run from 25th February till 7th April 2017, starting just after Lunar New
Year and leading us into Holy Week.

DIG aims to encourage everyone to gather in groups to read the Word, journal and listen to what God 
has to say through each other. We wish to particularly encourage those who do not yet read the Bible 
regularly to sign up for this 6-week fellowship.

It has been a wonderful experience for many and such a blessing as testified by members of a group
that I led for both MJC and A2C:

- “…know God’s Word deeper”
- “…walking more closely with Him”
- “…have bonded more closely with other Wesleyans”

Those of you who are already part of existing Bible study groups - whether in the Small Group 
Ministry, Disciple, BSF or Precepts – are still encouraged to join this DIG Campaign for the six weeks.  
Wouldn’t it be wonderful for all Wesleyans to be united in studying the Word together? It certainly 
will be, because Pastors will be preaching from the Bible passages that we are reading! We will be 
able to discuss our readings together and linking it to the teaching from the pulpit!

DIG is for everyone! So we encourage you to welcome new people into your small groups so that 
everyone can share life together!

Let us DIG together and may God Bless you richly as you Grow in Christ!

Philip Oh
Chairman, DIG Campaign

January 2017

Confidentiality first
What is shared within the group, 
stays within the group. Please 
maintain confidentiality. And if you 
would like to share something said 
during devotion with someone 
outside of the group, ask the person 
who shared it if you may do so.

Take turns to share
Participants will take turns to share 
- in no particular order but as the 
Holy Spirit leads. Be succinct in your 
sharing so that everyone will have an 
opportunity to share during the 20 
minutes.

One size does not fit all
Do not try to convince others 
to follow the particular path of 
understanding or practice that 
God has led you on. Honour the 
different ways God works in 
each individual.

Devotion, not Bible study
This is not a Bible study session. 
So you will be reading the Bible 
passages to discern what God is 
saying to you, and not so much 
for knowledge. Hence there is no 
necessity to play theologian and try 
to fix the theological confusion or 
ignorance of others.

Agree to disagree
Respect and receive what 

others offer, even if you 
disagree. And when you 
disagree with another 
person, continue to be 

respectful and sensitive 
to them. 

Do not be afraid of silence
There will be silence in the first

40 minutes. Some may feel 
uncomfortable. But try to stick to 

the time allotted and not be 
pressured to start the sharing. 

Use the silence instead to listen 
to the Holy Spirit in 

your midst.

Share as you are comfortable
Recognise that all group members 
have permission to share only what 
and when they are ready to share.

Listen and avoid “cross talk”
Remain silent when someone is sharing. 
Listen and accept one another’s sharing 
without responding or making judgments. 
Avoid “cross talk” – interrupting, offering 
advice or a problem “fix”, debating ideas. 
Instead, just listen to what God is saying 
to you through the sharing of others. 

Speak only for yourself 
Speak from your own 
experiences instead of 

generalising. And do not speak 
for others. Use singular first person 

pronouns:  “I”, “me” and “my” 
instead of “we”, “you”, “they”.  

Wesley Methodist Church recommends the ROAD map for our Bible reading and journaling. 
ROAD is the acronym for Read, Observe, Apply, Do. 

READ or listen to the Scripture 
readings for the day, inviting 
the Holy Spirit to give you 
understanding. It is best to read 
through all the prescribed Bible 
passages. Then go back and read 
the passage/verse that you feel 
God wants you to focus on and 
which resonates with your spirit. 
Read that passage/verse a third 
time, slowly.

OBSERVE what the passage/
verse is about. When and where 
did the event happen? What 
was the context? Who were the 
people involved? What was the 
main message the writer had for 
the people of that time? As you 
re-read that particular section, 
take note of what you observe 
in that passage. Record your 
observations. 

APPLY the passage/verse to 
your life. What relevance has this 
passage/verse to your life? What 
are the lessons to be learned? 
What promises are there to 
claim? What examples are there 
to follow? What commands 
are there to obey? Look for all 
the possible applications for 
your life coming out of what 
you understand the passage is 
saying. Here is when you move 
from information to revelation.

DO what God has revealed to 
you. Choose one of the 
applications and commit 
yourself, with full dependence 
on God, to do the application 
that day. It may be to respond 
in worship, to act in faith 
on something, to fulfil the 
premise to the promise, to 
correct a behaviour, to restore 
a relationship, to share the 
revelation with someone else, 
to serve someone in need, etc. 
When you do what is revealed to 
you, you move from revelation 
to transformation. Once you 
have carried out what God has 
purposed you to do, record your 
experience in obeying God’s 
revelation to you. 

Note:  Adapted from Companions in Christ (A Small Group Experience in Spiritual Formation), Leader’s Guide, 2006, Tenessee, Upper Room Books.



In 2017, let’s Grow in Christ
n  By reading the Bible daily.
n By participating in the WDM 

Core Series.
n  By joining Devotion in Groups.

Wesley Methodist Church will be launching a church-wide Devotion in Groups (DIG) 
campaign from 25 February to 7 April 2017.  Below, in a question-and-answer 
format, is everything you need to know about the campaign.

1. What is Devotion in 
Groups (DIG)?
A.  These are groups of 8-10 people each, 
committing to do daily Bible reading 
and devotion on their own, and meet 
weekly as a group for an hour of devotion. 
During the weekly devotion, they will 
spend the first 20 minutes reading the 
day’s Scriptures quietly in one another’s 
presence; the second 20 minutes writing 
in their personal journal what God is 
saying to them through the Scriptures; 
and the final 20 minutes sharing what 
they have written in the journal.  This 20-
20-20 Devotion was mooted by Wayne 
Cordeiro, a senior pastor and author based 
in Hawaii.

As for the personal devotion during 
the remaining six days of the week, you 
may follow the 20-20 format, that is 
read the day’s Scriptures for the first 20 
minutes, and write your reflections in 
your personal journal during the second 
20 minutes. You will not meet as a group 
during those six days, and hence no group 
sharing. But, of course, you may share your 
daily reflections with group members via 
the WhatsApp chat (if 
one is set-up for your 
group) or with others 
on the church’s BRD 
Facebook page.

2. What will I be reading 
during the DIG campaign?
A.  The DIG groups will follow the church’s 
Bible Reading Plan, which is based on Year 
1 of M’Cheyne’s two-year Bible Reading 
Plan. During the six-week campaign, you 
will be reading the following Books and 
chapters:
a.   Exodus 8 to 40
b.   Luke 11 to 24
c.   John 1 to 21
d.   Leviticus 1 to 10
e.   Psalm 1 and 12

4. Why must I do 
devotion in a group? 
Can’t I do it on my own 
throughout the entire 
week?
A.  Yes, you may. God does talk to us 
individually and personally. But doing 
devotion in a group once a week allows 
God to also speak to us through other 
members in the group. Many who have 
gone through BRD Devotion in a group 
said they were often amazed how more 
than one member in the group would 
zero in on the same verse or share the 
same message, even though they were 
reading the Scriptures and journaling 
independently. And they also received 
insights through other members’ sharing. 
The Holy Spirit was clearly at work.

Doing devotion in a group also allows 
members to encourage one another in 
their daily reading and weekly devotion, 
and also to pray for one another in all 
circumstances.

“As iron sharpens 
iron, so one person 
sharpens another”  
(Pro 27:17).3. Is there a Participant’s 

Guide? Do I need to 
prepare for the weekly 
Devotion in Groups?
A.  DIG is unlike the “Meeting Jesus in 
the Gospels” or “Acts 2 Church” campaigns 
where you were given a Participant’s 
Guide to read and worksheets to do before 
the group meetings. For DIG, there are 
no Participant’s Guide and worksheets, 
and hence no homework is needed. Just 
come for the weekly devotion with an 
open mind and heart to hear what God 
has to say to you through the Scriptures. 
And bring along your Bible (print copy or 
a digital version), personal Journal, and 
pen.

7. I understand that in 
a devotion, I should be 
reading the Scriptures for 
transformation and not 
for information. What is 
the difference between 
informational reading 
and formational or 
devotional reading?
A. In Informational reading, you will be 
reading the Scriptures for knowledge. You 
will try to master or understand the entire 
text, perhaps by reading commentaries 
or reference books. In formational or 
devotional reading, however, you allow 
the text to master you. In other words, 
you read the Scriptures to discern and 
respond to what God is saying to you – 
yes, you personally. Ask yourself what 
is God calling you to do or to be. How 
may you grow in Christ? What lessons of 
Christ-likeness are there to be learnt? 

Let’s take the Parable of the Good 
Samaritan as an example. In Informational 
reading, you will be asking questions like 
“Who were the Levites and why would 
a Levite not stop to help” or “Who were 
the Samaritans and what would be the 
implications of a Samaritan helping this 
man.” But when you read formationally, 
you will be asking questions like “Which 
character do you most identify with” or 
“How would I respond to a stranger in 
need of help”.

6.  I am already doing 
an ongoing annual Bible 
study programme (e.g. 
DISCIPLE, Precept Upon 
Precept or BSF).  May I 
stick with this programme 
and not participate in 
DIG?
A. Praise the Lord that you are faithfully 
participating in a Bible study programme. 
Please continue to do so during these 
short six weeks. However, you may wish 
to consider participating in DIG for six 
weeks, and only for one hour per week.  
No homework is required. DIG takes a 
different Bible reading approach which is 
focused on “devotion in groups” - listening 
with fellow participants to what God may 
be saying through them to you. You can 
continue your existing reading regime, 
but once a week (on Tuesday, Thursday 
or Saturday) you can come together 
with group members to read, journal 
and listen.  In this way, you will be able to 
develop another approach to listening to 
God.  Beyond that, it would be great to be 
part of the whole Wesley 
community reading the same 
Bible text, discussing messages 
with one another, and 
united in our objective 
to DIG DEEPER into 
His Word.

9. What is the desired 
outcome of the DIG 
campaign? 
We want God’s Word to RULE our lives:
Read God’s Word
Understand God’s Word
Live out God’s Word
Enjoy God’s Word.

Our goal is not simply to know God’s 
Word but to yield to God’s Word in life 
and ministry, certain of His promises 
and assured of future hope.  We want 
to enter into a deeper relationship with 
our living God.

“Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive 
yourselves. Do what it says” (Jas 1:22).http://wesleymc.org/DIG2017

5. When and where 
will the weekly group 
sessions be held?
DIG (Sat)     25 Feb to 1 Apr; 2.00–4.00pm  
 at Plaza Hall, Prayer Room, 
 & BR1  
DIG (Tue)     28 Feb to 4 Apr;  
  7.30–9.30pm at Plaza Hall
DIG (Thu) 2 Mar to 6 Apr;  7.30–9.30pm 
 at Plaza hall and Prayer Room

8. How do I sign up to 
join a Devotion group?
A. Register online via our church 
website. (Strongly encouraged) 
You may also sign up at the DIG 
registration booth in the Atrium. 
1. Individual registration: For those 

who are not in any ministry or 
small group in Wesley, we will help 
you to look for a small group to 
participate in the campaign or to join 
a new group that meets in church. 
The church groups will meet weekly 
on the evening of either Tue or Thur 

 (7.30-9.30pm), or on Sat afternoon 
(2.00-4.00pm).

2. Group registration: For those who 
are in a ministry or a small group, 
you may sign up for DIG as a group. 
Each group must register a facilitator 
who will have to attend one of our 
training sessions on Thur 19 Jan (7.30-
9.30pm) or Sat 18 Feb (2.00-4.00pm). 
Please note that the ideal group size 
is eight, and the group should not be 
larger than 10.
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