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Why Read the Bible? 

It is God-breathed and effective for 
equipping us for every good work

l All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, 
rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so 
that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped 
for every good work. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 (NIV)

It provides God’s directions for our lives
l Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path. 
 Psalm 119:105 (NIV)

To experience the Word of God in our lives
l For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any 

double-edged sword, it penetrates even to dividing soul 
and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts 
and attitudes of the heart. Hebrews 4:12 (NIV)

Spiritual food – To live by His Word
l Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on 

bread alone, but on every word that comes from the 
mouth of God.’” Matthew 4:4 (NIV)

l “The words I have spoken to you – they are full of the 
Spirit and life.” John 6:63b (NIV)

It is the Unchanging Truth
l Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will 

never pass away. Matthew 24:35 (NIV)

To lead a life of Purity
l How can a young person stay on the path of purity? 
 By living according to your word. Psalm 119:9 (NIV)

To build Wisdom in us and to gain 
Knowledge and Understanding 

l Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine 
and puts them into practice is like a wise man who 
built his house on the rock. Matthew 7:24  (NIV)

l For the Lord gives wisdom; from his mouth come 
knowledge and understanding. Proverbs 2:6  (NIV)

l The unfolding of your words gives light; it gives 
understanding to the simple. Psalm 119:130  (NIV)

To stand firm during spiritual warfare
l Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled 

around your waist, with the breastplate of 
righteousness in place, and with your feet fitted 
with the readiness that comes from the gospel of 
peace. In addition to all this, take up the shield 
of faith, with which you can extinguish all the 
flaming arrows of the evil one. Take the helmet of 
salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which is the 
word of God. Ephesians 6:14-17 (NIV)

The Truth will set you free
l To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you 

hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. Then 
you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”  
John 8:31-32 (NIV)

God is faithful and true
l For the word of the Lord is right and true; he is faithful 

in all he does. Psalm 33:4 (NIV)

Dear Wesley church family,

In January 2016, the church came together for 
the first time to read God’s Word and commune 

with Him every day. Using Year 2 of M’Cheyne’s 
two-year Bible reading plan, we embarked on 
Bible Reading Drive 2016 (BRD2016) on 1 January 
and began with the Books of Ezra and Acts.

We are now just three weeks to the end of our one-
year programme, and I would like to congratulate 
those of you who have faithfully stayed on this 
journey. I trust that you have encountered God 
in your reading and allowed the Holy Spirit to 
transform you through the application of His 
Word. 

With the end of BRD 2016, we would have 
completed the reading of 52 of the 66 Books 
of the Bible – the latter 25 Books of the Old 
Testament (from Ezra to Malachi) as well as all the 
27 Books of the New Testament.

We will soon be moving into a new year, and it 
is my prayer that every Wesleyan will continue to 
exercise the Spiritual Discipline of reading God’s 
Word daily through participation in Bible Reading 
Drive 2017 (BRD2017). 

For BRD2017, which begins on 1 January 2017, 
we will be reading the first 14 Books of the Old 
Testament as well as Psalms and the entire New 
Testament once again. By the end of 2017, we 
would have completed the reading of the entire 
Bible. And we would have read Psalms and the 
New Testament twice.
 
So let us come together as a family of God and 
exercise the discipline of reading the Scripture 
daily. Allow God to talk to you every day through 
His Word and as you apply His teachings in your 
life.

In 2017, we will focus on “Growing in Christ”, one 
of the three themes of our Directions 2020. To 
help us grow in our discipleship journey, Wesley 
will be launching the Wesley Discipleship Model 
(WDM) as well as Devotion in Groups (DIG) in 
the first quarter of 2017. Some details of these 
initiatives are provided in this brochure.

Together, let’s grow in Christ in the New Year!

Pastor Stanley

In 2012, we joined our hearts in ‘writing’ the whole Bible.
In 2016, we joined our hearts in reading the Bible every day.
In 2017, let us grow in Christ by continuing to read the Bible every day! 

Let’s continue to read 
the Bible together!

All Scripture is God-breathed 
and is useful for teaching, rebuking, 

correcting and training in righteousness, 
so that the servant of God may be 

thoroughly equipped for every good work. 
2 Timothy 3:16-17(NIV)

10 good reasons from the Scriptures



Congratulations! We are coming to the end of 
Bible Reading Drive 2016. In just three weeks’ time, 

we would have completed Year 2 of M’Cheyne’s two-year 
reading plan. Altogether, we would have read 52 of the 66 
Books in the Bible – the latter 25 Books of 
the Old Testament (from Ezra to Malachi) 
as well as all the 27 Books of the New 
Testament.

In 2017 Wesley Methodist Church will 
continue with the church-wide 

Bible reading by following Year 1 of M’Cheyne’s 
reading plan. This means we will read the first 14 books 
in the Old Testament, which were not in the reading 
plan in 2016, as well as Psalms and all 27 books in 
the New Testament once again. By the end of 
2017, therefore, we would have completed the 
reading of the entire Bible. And we would have 
read Psalms and the New Testament twice.

So jump onboard 
Bible Reading Drive 2017 
and join our hearts 
to read the Bible daily. 
No registration is required.
For those who have yet to join the Drive, it’s still not 
too late. Just start from today’s reading passages!
(More details at www.wesleymc.org/BRD2016)

Vision
A church whose members 
read the Bible daily and 
yield to God’s Word in life 
and ministry, certain of His 
promises and assured of 
future hope.

Objectives
n To inculcate a life-long habit 

of reading the Bible daily.
n	To allow God’s Word to 

RULE our lives. 

Read the Bible daily.

Understand God’s Word.

Live out God’s Word.

Enjoy God’s Word.

Duration
Starts  1 Jan 2017 
Ends   31 Dec 2017

Find out more
www.wesleymc.org/BRD2017

KEY DATES

n  1 Jan 2017 | Start of Bible Reading Drive 2017

n 7/8 Jan 2017 | Launch of  
Wesley Discipleship Model
Wesley Methodist Church will launch Wesley Discipleship Model on 7/8 Jan 2017. This is the 
foundational building block for discipleship. This model endeavours to encourage Wesleyans to avail themselves 
to the five common growth catalyst environments of Significant Circumstances, Scriptural Obedience, 
Spiritual Relationships, Spiritual Disciplines and Sacrificial Service, or CORDS in short, so as to allow the Holy Spirit 
to encounter and transform them into Christlikeness.

Church-wide distribution of  MY Discipleship Journey personal journals
A personal journal, ‘MY Discipleship Journey’, will be distributed to all Wesleyans on the weekend of 
7/8 Jan 2017. Use this journal to chronicle your own discipleship journey and write down what God is 
saying to you through the reading of the daily Bible passages.

n 14/15 Jan 2017 | Launch of Devotion In Groups Campaign

n 25 Feb-8 Apr 2017 | Devotion in Groups Campaign
On 14/15 January 2017, Wesley Methodist Church will launch the Devotion in Groups (DIG) campaign, which is a 
six-week devotion exercise – from 25 February to 8 April 2017 – where participants meet in a group once a week to do 
devotion together. They will follow the BRD passages for that day, and use the R.O.A.D map* to help them discern and 
respond to what God is saying to them through the Scriptures.  The devotion groups will employ a 20-20-20 framework 
for devotion – 20 minutes of reading, 20 minutes of iournaling and 20 minutes of sharing. It is hoped that participants will 
develop a habit of doing personal devotion after this six-week devotion exercise or join a small group.
*The R.O.A.D. map can be downloaded here: www.wesleymc.org/road_map

n 10/11 Dec 2016 | Church-wide distribution of  BRD2017 Calendars
The BRD2017 desktop calendars will be distributed to all Wesleyans on the weekend of 
10/11 Dec 2016. The Calendar contains the assigned Scriptures and daily verses for each day 
of 2017. The daily verses were prayerfully selected by the BRD working committee. Make 
sure you get a copy of the BRD Calendar. Stock of the calendar is limited and it will be given 
out while stock last.

WHO IS IT FOR?
Bible Reading Drive 2017 is for everybody at Wesley, from the young to the old. But it’s 
especially targeted at those who are currently not attending any bible study courses, or not 
reading the Bible regularly or not at all. 

WHY DO WE HAVE TO READ THE BIBLE DAILY?
a. Reading the Bible is a personal experience where we will be meeting, encountering and 

interacting with the author of the Bible on a one-to-one basis. Just as when we read a 
novel, we consciously interact with its author, so it is with reading the Bible where we 
will interact with God, the author.

b. Reading the Bible requires a routine and a structure. But this should not be done 
mechanically. The book itself does not give us life unless our reading immerses our spirit 
with that of God and allows it to guide us into adoring God, thanking Him, complaining to 
Him, wrestling with Him, and expressing perplexity to Him. In short, when we encounter 
God in His Word, there is life. As Jesus said: “The words I have spoken to you – they are 
full of the Spirit and life.” (John 6:63b).

c. The Bible is God’s Word. God wants to talk with us every day. We also want to know 
what God has to say to us, to teach us, and to give us wisdom to do what is right in every 
circumstance. And to do it right!

d. Reading the Bible daily nourishes us with the wisdom of God constantly. It allows us 
to stay calm as we work ourselves through the day. The Bible deepens our minds and 
sharpens our outlook of God. It brings us to think more accurately about all that matters.

WHY DO WE HAVE TO READ THE BIBLE TOGETHER?
a. It is said that if we want to walk fast, we walk alone. But if we want to walk far, we walk 

together. So it would be with this Bible Reading Drive where we will be doing it for one 
whole year as just a part of our Christian journey. We hope that when we unite as one 
Church to read the Bible together, we will encourage one another to dwell on God’s Word 
together on our journey to eternity.

b. Just imagine all of us at Wesley Methodist Church reading the same chapters of the Bible 
on any given day. This will allow for reflections and sharing of the day’s or week’s readings 
when we meet in our Small Groups, or during Church services on weekends. Or even through 
emails, or on Facebook and WhatsApp.  There are also plans for sermons, devotions, and DVD 
screenings to complement the daily reading of the Scriptures.


