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Transforming Wesleyans 
into Christ-likeness
Discipleship - I’m sure this is a familiar word 
to most Christians but my suspicion is that most 
Christians have vague ideas of what discipleship 
is all about. And even if they do understand what 
it means, the way many Christians live their lives 
is really a far cry from what true discipleship is 
all about. Perhaps this may explain why when 
discipleship is absent, most Christians tend to 
live lives that are no different from those of 
non-Christians, resulting in their inability to be 
effective witnesses for Christ. In fact, Mahatma 
Gandhi, the great Indian civil rights leader once 
said, “I like your Christ, I do not like your Christians. 
Your Christians are so unlike your Christ.” 

I believe one of the reasons why most modern 
Protestant Christians have failed to be effective 
witnesses for Christ is that we have emphasised 
too much on grace to the neglect of discipleship. 
As Dallas Willard puts it, “Today we are not only 
saved by grace, but we are paralysed by it.” The 
problem with most Protestant Christians is that 
we tend to accept and see the Christian faith 
as a two-level experience in which only serious 
Christians pursue and practise discipleship, while 
grace and forgiveness are enough for everyone 
else. It is a fallacy to think and believe that 
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discipleship is optional. All Christians are called 
to be disciples and make disciples. Jesus says, 
“go and make disciples of all nations, baptising 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to 
obey everything I have commanded you” 
(Matthew 28: 19-20). 

The Great Commission of Jesus is not complete 
until we fulfill the second part of the command 
of Jesus and that is, to be disciples and to disciple 
others.  It is precisely at this point that many 
Christians fail as they are content with just having 
a passport to heaven but make no visible effort to 
grow as a disciple for Christ. Dietrich Bonhoeffer 
says it well, “Christianity without discipleship is 
always Christianity without Christ.” The word 
‘disciple’ (Greek: mathetes) occurs at least 230 
times in the Gospels and 28 times in Acts. To be 
a disciple of Jesus, therefore, is to be a learner, an 
imitator, and a follower of Jesus. Discipleship is the 
process by which all Christians seek to become 
more like their Master. To be a Christian is to be 
a disciple, and every disciple – Christian – should 
seek to be like the Master. When Christians are 
not disciples of Christ, they become consumers 
of religious goods and services. 
Churches all around the world 
are filled with people who 
have learned basic information 
about being a follower of Jesus, 
but who no longer study the 
Bible, memorise scriptures, or 
pray and practise the various 
spiritual disciplines in their 
lives. 

What happens when a Church 
forsakes discipleship? I believe 
there are several possible 
consequences. First, her people 
will not grow and thus will not 
reach out, resulting in the possibility that many 
will give up on Christianity while others become 
confused, calloused, or complacent. Second, the 
Church will be swept away by false doctrines and 
cults because they do not know the difference. 
Third, when a Church forsakes discipleship, they 
may end up just living for and unto themselves. 
They may miss out on opportunities, learning 

experiences, growth, and will exchange an 
eternity of rewards for a limited time of fun. This, 
in the end, may result in anger and bitterness later 
in their lives. Finally, when the Church forsakes 
discipleship, she will fail to be an effective witness 
for Christ. The truth is, when the world fails to 
see Jesus in our lives, they will never believe our 
message of the good news of Jesus.  

At Wesley, our pastors and leaders understand 
all the above ramifications of neglecting 
discipleship. Therefore, we have intentionally 
developed a discipleship strategy to help all our 
members and friends to respond and take Christ’s 
call to discipleship seriously. 

Today, we will launch the Wesley Discipleship 
Model (WDM) which we hope will transform 

Wesleyans into Christ-
likeness. You would have 
read about the WDM and its 
Core Series in this month’s 
Wesley TIDINGS. May I 
encourage all of you to sign 
up for any of the 11 modules 
in the WDM Core Series. 
 
Our prayer is that our Church 
will be a disciple-making 
Church where every member 
will be transformed to be like 
Christ our Lord. We would do 
well also to remember that 
one of the reasons that the 

early Methodists were successful as a movement 
was precisely because John Wesley believes in 
not just making converts but disciples for Christ. 
As we journey through 2017 and beyond, may 
our Lord help us to ‘Grow in Christ’ so that we will 
be transformed to be like Christ, loving God and 
loving others, and impacting our world for His 
glory.  To God be the glory!
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And 3 things for you to 
do or prayerfully consider doing:
1. Visit the WDM Registration Booths in the Atrium and sign up for any 
 of the 11 modules in the WDM Core Series. You may also sign up for 
 DISCIPLE, Precept Upon Precept, and Companions in Christ. Do this now 
 as new classes are starting soon, and places for some modules are filling up fast.

2. Pick up your copy of the, “MY Discipleship Journey” journal from the ushers, while stock last. 
a. Read the section on the WDM. This will give you a good understanding of the main framework of 
 the Wesley Discipleship Model.
b. Use your journal to record your spiritual walk with the Lord as well as your reflections from your daily 
 Bible reading and devotion. Use it throughout the year.

3. Pick up a copy of the January 2017 edition of Wesley TIDINGS if you have not already done so. In this issue, 
 you will find everything you need to know about the origin of WDM as well as details of the WDM Core Series 
 and the various discipleship programmes offered by the church.

The Wesley Discipleship Model (WDM) 
Core Series
comprises 11 modules, with three practicums and eight teaching lessons.

The three practicums are for your participation:
1.  Devotion in Groups (25 February to 8 April 2017)
2.  Discover Your SHAPE / Deployment (20 May, 9 September, 28 October 2017)
3.  Experiencing Small Group Life (All-year-round participation)

The eight teaching lessons involve classroom sessions:
1.  How to read the Bible (21 January and 14 August 2017)
2.  Essentials of Prayer (4 March, 15 July 2017)
3.  Sharing Your Faith Naturally (25 March 2017)
4.  Sacraments and Worship (18 September 2017)
5.  God’s Heart for the Poor and Needy (7 October 2017)
6.  Methodism (14 October 2017)
7.  Discovering the Holy Trinity (4 November 2017)
8.  Practices for Spiritual Formation (Dates to be confirmed)
 
In addition, you may also sign up for any of the following
discipleship programmes already being offered by the church:
1.  DISCIPLE 1 (34 weeks)
2.  DISCIPLE 2 (32 weeks)
3.  DISCIPLE 3 (32 weeks)
4.  DISCIPLE 4 (32 weeks)
5.  Precept Upon Precept  (Tues - Acts: 9 sessions, Thurs - Deuteronomy: 9 sessions)
6.  Companions in Christ (28 weeks)

Notes: Details of the above programmes may be found in the January 2017 edition 
of Wesley TIDINGS. You may also approach the volunteers at the WDM Registration 
Booth for more information.
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n By reading the Bible daily.
n By participating in the WDM Core Series
n By joining Devotion in Groups.

On 1 Jan 2017, we continued our daily Bible reading with the launch of Bible Reading 
Drive 2017.

Today (8 Jan 2017), we will launch the Wesley Discipleship Model (WDM), 
which is a discipleship framework to help Wesleyans grow in Christ and build a 
closer relationship with God.
 
Next Sunday (15 Jan 2017), we will launch the Devotion in Groups (DIG) Campaign.
More details will be released then. 

2 things you may expect today:
1. Pastor-in-charge Rev Stanley Chua will preach on Discipleship And Transformation 

at all services to launch the Wesley Discipleship Model.
2. A Registration Booth will be set up in the Atrium for you to sign up for the WDM 

Core Series as well as the various Bible study and spiritual formation programmes 
already being offered by the church.

In 2017, let’s Grow in Christ
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