
 In a country striving for progress, we hope  
you can make a tax deductible contribution:
      -Online at our website (via cufund.org); 
          or via ewb-usa.org
      -By mail: send a check to EWB-USA                          
           with “CU Nepal Project” in the memo 
           line to:
                   4655 Nautilus Court, Suite 300
                   Boulder, CO 80301

Contact

University of Colorado - Boulder 
Student Chapter

Namsaling, Nepal 

History of Engineers Without Borders

   Engineers Without Borders is a non-profit, hu-
manitarian organization that partners with developing 
communities to improve their quality of life. In the 
process, EWB promotes the development of globally 
aware and internationally responsible students through 
the implementation of environmentally sustainable, 
equitable, and economical engineering projects.  

   EWB-USA was established in 2000 by Dr. Bernard 
Amadei (CU – Boulder) with the goal of creating 
positive change for developing communities through 
the combined efforts of students, faculty, professional 
engineers and community members.  The CU chapter 
was the first in the US and has now grown to include 
over 200 chapters and 170 projects in 41 countries, 
with 4000 contributing members.

To create a world where all 
communities have the capacity 
to meet their basic human needs.

   EWB works to construct sustainable systems that 
communities can own and operate without external 
assistance and empowers villages by enhancing local, 
technical, and entrepreneurial skills. All projects are 
initiated by, and completed with, contributions from 
the host community working with our project teams.

Visit us online at: 
      http://sites.google.com/a/colorado.edu/
         ewb-nepal/
or reach us by e-mail at:
      ewbcu.nepal@gmail.com

Building a better world one project at a time



Financial Need

History of the Nepal Project

Current Projects

   Twice a year, EWB sends a team of five students 
and two professors to Namsaling for project imple-
mentation. In order to preserve these life changing  
projects,  costs  can  be  upwards  of 
$80 000. 

   In the United States, it is easy to take for granted 
that when we turn on the faucet, clean drinking 
water comes out. In an emergency, we can go to the 
hospital, see a doctor, and receive medicine for our 
illness. We expect that electricity will be available 
when we turn on a light or plug into an outlet. 

Half-way around the globe, these are luxuries. 

   The Nepal project began in 2007 and focuses 
work in the region of Ilam in eastern Nepal, par-
ticularly the rural farming district of Namsaling, a 
community of 6100 people. The area is most easily 
accessed by foot and lies in the hills 2000 feet 
above a fertile river valley, but lacks commercial 
infrastructure to support development. 

Safe Water Plan - The first of its kind in Nepal, the 
Safe Water Plan gives engineering consulting to protect 
community spring sources, water quality testing op-
tions and training, improves distribution systems, and 
provides materials for point-of-use household treat-
ment. Current investigations are underway to develop 
large-scale treatment plans for the 11 schools of the 
community.

When people have clean water and clean en-
ergy, then they have health and opportunities 
to do business, and then they have peace. This 
is a beautiful country with a bright future. 
We want to work in partnership and come 
back year after year.          

   In a country where the average person makes 
only $300 per year, every donation has a 
significant impact.

Mai Khola Sanitation Management - The 
existing drain and waste management system in Ilam 
municipality has become inadequate. The Mai Khola 
river is a source for irrigation, washing, and drink-
ing water. Contamination of the river has resulted 
in deterioration of water quality and a tremendously 
negative impacts on the ecosystem. EWB is focusing 
on creating a large scale, reed-bed purification system 
while helping to establish a new water testing facility.

Education - The most rewarding experience 
reported by all traveling team members has been edu-
cating and interacting with the local school-children. 
Each project component is taught to students in a 
classroom setting and to the community in workshops 
with the goal of empowering and creating a self-reliant 
community capable of developing their own solutions. 

Energy - While grid power exists in parts of Nam-
saling, over half of the households have no electricity 
available to them. However, those fortunate enough 
to be connected have intermittent power (less than 8 
hours a day). The project has taught children to design 
and build LED lights for their classroom (which had 
no lights previously), and we are beginning to develop 
hydro-electricity for homes near streams.

Telemedicine - Namsaling’s nearest hospital is half 
a day’s hike away, and the only health provider is a resi-
dent government health-post worker with an education 
equivalent to that of an eighth grader. In 2008, mem-
bers of the EWB-CU team installed a local network to 
allow communication with the neighboring hospital. 
This network has a live video feed, enabling the health 
post worker to talk to doctors in the Ilam hospital, to 
help diagnose and treat members of the community. 
The project is in the process of being transferred into a 
country-wide, Nepali-led, telemedicine initiative.

Health Survey - With a truly unique approach, 
EWB-CU mapped 95% of households in the village 
using GPS technology. Combining GIS (geographic 
information system) with the survey data we will be 
able to 
correlate 
a variety 
of health 
statistics 
to loca-
tion, spring 
source 
and other 
health fac-
tors.

                    -Benard Amadei
Founder - EWB International


