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Dear Parents: 
 
Welcome to the new 2015-2016 school year! 
 

I am excited to have the opportunity to be your child’s second grade teacher and working 
together with you and your family. I am looking forward to an inspirational and academically 
profitable year for your students!  Your child’s education is my top priority in the classroom. Welcome 
to a year in which they will grow and learn that the key to their success in school and life lies within 
each of them—and if they are willing to put their best effort forth consistently they will achieve their 
goals.  I am committed to working with them, helping them to have success on a daily basis as they 
stretch and explore new concepts, problem solving methods and become more confident in their own 
skills and abilities. By setting high expectations and giving support, guidance, and encouragement we 
can look forward to a tremendous year for your child! 
 

The school-wide theme for this year is an extension of last year’s theme- “YOU’RE THE KEY to 
Blazing Trails of Excellence”. This year’s focus is Unlock your potential and that is certainly the 
idea in Room 9! If you put your mind to it, you can do anything! Everything you do-matters! 
 

It will be important this year for you, as a parent to challenge your student to be their best in 
whatever they attempt.  We must work together to inspire and encourage your students to reach the 
highest possible level of achievement and to fulfill their potential in all areas of school curriculum.  In 
doing so, they will be better prepared to meet the challenges, demands and changes in the world 
around them. In order to succeed, they must become life-long learners.  
 

As a grade level, our focus this year is on improving student achievement, building character, 
and preparing your child for success.  All of our resources are designed to assist students in becoming life 
-long learners and productive community members.  We are committed to ensuring that your child 
receives the best education possible.  
 

I have enclosed some important information for you in this packet.  Please take the time to 
look it over.  Additionally, there is a student information sheet that I would like for you to complete 
and return to me the first week of school.  As your child’s teacher, this form will help me get to know 
him/her better and be able to provide the best possible learning environment for your child. 
 

We are partners, working toward the same goal—the best educational experience that 
your student can have in second grade.  Your knowledge of your student, 
your support of our classroom and your interest in your 

student’s education are vitally important to our partnership.  I 
look forward to your involvement in our classroom activities.  I welcome your assistance in the 
classroom when you can take time to come in and work with students.  Please feel free to write me a 
note, leave a message in the school office, or E-mail me when you have concerns. I will do my best to 
reply promptly. 
 

It is so nice to meet you and I look forward to a great and successful year!  Thank you for 
sharing your student with me this year. And I thank-you in advance for your participation, 
cooperation, and support for all that we will do this year! 
 

Sincerely, 
 



 
GOALS FOR THE SCHOOL YEAR 

 
Each student will enjoy success on a daily basis in our learning experiences, and realize 

that they are a person of value, with great potential to achieve their goals.  
 

Provide a well-based, integrated curriculum composed of language arts, math, science, 
social science, the arts, technology, and physical education.  
 
 
I believe… 
 

 All students have a right to learn in a safe environment that promotes learning.  I ask 
each of my students to conduct themselves in a manner that enables me to teach and 
others to learn. 

 
 Each one of my students has special gifts and abilities that they bring to our class and 

that we can learn from each other, when we learn not to judge each other. 
 

 No student should be measured by another student; each is expected to grow to his or 
her potential and is encouraged to improve each day. 
 

 Each student should be held accountable for their own actions and for the completion 
of their assignments. 
 

 
I ask each student to… 
 
 

1) Listen when your teacher is talking 

2) Follow directions quickly  

3) Respect yourself, your school, and      

respect others 

4) Raise your hand to speak or stand 

5) Be kind. Be safe. Be honest. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

EXPECTATIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS 
 

BEHAVIOR 
Expectations for behavior in and out of the classroom will be based upon the six pillars 

of the CHARACTER COUNTS education program embraced by Clovis Unified School District.  
We believe that it reinforces the principles and values you are instilling in your child at home. 
 

Every student has the right to learn and every teacher has the right to teach. 
Therefore: 

 Show courtesy and respect for others 
 Respect school and private property 
 Be on time and prepared to work 
 Do not disrupt the learning process 

 
One of the most important things for you to do as 

parents is to actively support the discipline in the 

classroom by following up at home. If your child is bringing home a note 
or an accountability PR check, then it means they had at least 1 verbal warning then had to 
change a clip because the behavior continued. Discipline in the classroom will be fair, yet firm. 
There are standards that need to be met in order for the classroom to function well and for the 
child to learn how to act appropriately in social and educational settings. 
 

By working together, we can model appropriate behaviors that are critical to the success 
and well-being of your child during this academic year. The classroom is a place of learning, 
and we will strive to create an environment in which every child can achieve their Personal 
Best.  
 
Classroom Rules in Room 9: 
 Rule #1- Listen when your teacher is talking. 
 Rule #2- Follow directions quickly. 
 Rule #3- Respect others. Respect yourself. Respect your school.  
 Rule #4- Raise your hand to speak or stand. 
 Rule #5- Be safe. Be kind. Be honest.  
 
CLIP IT! Behavior Program 
 Our classroom will use a clip chart to monitor behavior. It will allow students to be 
rewarded for their positive behavior and discourage negative behavior. Everyone starts at 
green. Clips can be moved up or down based upon behavior. Students will earn tickets to 
“buy” prizes based on the level they end with at the end of the week! (Ticket scale: green= 1; 
light blue=2; dark blue=3; purple=4)   
 Students will begin at the Ready to Learn (green) level. This is a good place to be.  
Students will move up to the Good Day level (light blue) for showing that they are making 
the right behavior decisions! Ending the day on this level is great! The next level up is moving 
to the Great Job level (dark blue) for continuing to display good behavior. You should be very 
proud of your child for reaching this level! The very last level is the Super Student Level 
(purple). This level is at the top of the behavior chart and is the highest level that you can 
reach. A student who reaches this level will earn a special note home,  and I will put a jewel on 
their clip. After five jewels, clips will be retired to the Hall of Fame, they will be able to get a 
prize out of our classroom treasure box, and a new clip will be given! Awesome!! 
 



 
 
If a student breaks a rule: 

Students will move down the clip chart. A student will be moved to the Think About It 
level (yellow). Student will have a warning about their behavior, and a reminder to follow the 
rules. Students who continue to display poor behavior can move down to the Teacher’s Choice 
level (orange). Here, the teacher can decide what action to take. Loss of recess and/or PR 
check might be an appropriate choice (I will notify parents of decision made. Please look in 
your child’s backpack for notes home and return signed please the very next day). Lastly, 
when a student moves to the Parent Contact level (red), the teacher (and some cases the 
student) will notify parents that a conference will need to be made. A visit to the principal’s 
office might also be in order as well as additional consequences. 
 
CLASS WORK AND HOMEWORK 

Homework plays an important part of your child’s academic development.  Not only 
does it allow each student to strengthen his or her skills, it also reinforces study skills, 
responsibility, and accountability.  Students will be expected to spend about 20 minutes per 
night on homework in addition to reading and responding through writing. 
 

The homework that I assign each week is designed to provide extra practice in 
reinforcement of the skills that are being taught in the classroom.  Every Monday your child 
will come home with a homework folder. Also, any incomplete classwork automatically 
becomes homework and is due the following day.  Students will be held accountable for work 
completion and falls under “Personal Responsibility”. All work contained in the folder is due on 
Friday.  All homework must be signed by a parent for your child to receive credit.  Please 
check this folder every Monday for communication notices home, including Scholastic Book 
orders. 
 

Homework will consist of practicing spelling words, worksheets, sight words, reading log, 
and math practice. We will review spelling and sight words in class.  Please practice with your 
child at home to monitor their progress.  Super Stars will be awarded to students who achieve 
90% or better on homework packets signed by their parents, and who remember to turn it in 
on Friday morning.  Students who forget their homework will receive a check on their PRA 
(Personal Responsibility Award). Students will receive a check on their PRA if they forget their 
homework.  I will encourage all students to make sure their homework is in their backpack 
Thursday night before they go to bed.  Time in class will not be allowed to complete 
homework. Students will have snack shack detention. Super stars will be awarded for 100% on 
spelling, mastery of timed math facts tests, reading weekly sight words, and reading 
comprehension tests.  
  

How can you help your child with their homework?  
• Provide a quiet work area free from distractions such as friends, TV, and video 

games. 
• Encourage them to complete their homework shortly after they get home from 

school, while they are still in “school mode.” 
• Quiz them on their math facts, spelling words, or sight words.  This can even be done 

in the car on the way to an after school activity. 
• Have them read aloud to you before bedtime. 
 
 
 
 



 

CURRICULAR AREAS 
 
READING- In our classroom the Reading Program is based upon these components: 
 

1. Reading Comprehension (UNRAAVEL)- Your child will be given a weekly comprehension test 
on Fridays.  After the test, we will correct it together in class with a high lighter pen. The kids will put their pencils 
away and everyone has a turn reading the passage, questions, and their answers.  If they make a mistake, they 
mark the correct answer with their high lighter pen. This works great because I can see their answer choice and we 
talk about why their answer is incorrect.  You child will know before they take the test how many they can miss to 
get an A, B, or C.  I encourage every student to do their personal best, go back and find the answer in the story if 
possible, to look with their eyes to make sure they have an answer for every question, and to not give up.  If your 
child forgets to answer a question, it will be considered wrong. I reward a Super Star and candy for those students 
who score a 90% or higher.  I reward a Super Star only for those students who score a 80% or higher.  I reward a 
candy for those students who score a 70% or better.  I give the reward right after we correct together as a class.  The 
students will be warned that if they do not correct carefully, they will owe me double the rewards.  I double check 
every test. We will be reviewing reading strategies daily.  

2. Reading text- (Treasures- Common Core State California Standards)  
This textbook has great resources online at www.macmillanmh.com for your students to practice spelling 
and vocabulary each week. I would highly recommend spending time on this website to see what it has 
to offer your family. A great resource is World Book Online on Freedom’s website.  

3. Personal Reading Log-(20 min. per night) answering student chosen question per 
night in 2-3 complete sentences documented on Reading Log in homework folder to be 
turned in on Friday.  

4. Readtheory.org 
 

 
 

LANGUAGE & WRITING 
With the adoption of Common Core Standards, writing will be integrated into all 

subject areas and emphasized. Grammar and the mechanics of writing are the basic building 
blocks for competent writers, so students will continue to learn about the parts of speech and 
the rules of grammar. These will be consciously incorporated into our oral and written 
language on a daily basis. Writing instruction will be enhanced by use of WRITING FOR 
EXCELLENCE which provides instruction in six traits of effective writing, helping students to 
become better assessors and revisers. Our reading text also has a great language based 
component. *A great resource tool online is BrainPopJr.com that you can access through 
Freedom’s website. To kick off the year right, check out “capitalization”/”proper nouns”.  

Login: freedomtrailblazers password: trailblazers 
 

SPELLING 
A weekly spelling list can be found in your child’s homework folder, in addition to my 

website. Your child will be given a weekly spelling test and dictation test. Encourage your child 
to: look at the word, say the word, think about the word, write the word, and check the 
spelling. Your child will be expected to spell these words correctly in all their writings. Any 
reinforcement given at home is greatly appreciated.  Every child can succeed in spelling with 
nightly practice of spelling words. 
**Another great resource in addition to our online textbook Treasures is www.spellingcity.com  
This is a free website with lots of different activities to keep your child motivated. 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.macmillanmh.com/
http://www.spellingcity.com/


 

WEEKLY SIGHT WORDS 
Included with your child’s weekly homework will be a list of weekly sight words to 

practice daily.  The words are high frequency words.  They are used mostly during reading and 
with practice, will enhance your child’s reading ability. *PLEASE NOTE: I also have a list 
located on my website for you to download.* 
 

On Fridays, I will call your child up to read the words to me. Your child will receive a 
Super Star for reading the words fluently. (No hesitation or sounding out.) If they miss a word, 
they will be told to study over the weekend, and I will test them again the following week. A 
note will be sent home if your child needs more practice on sight words. Please review these 
words with your child. *Students will be tested quarterly on the progression through all word 
lists.* 
 

MORNING WORK 
 First thing in the morning, students will have a short list of activities to complete which 
will include language, spelling, math, and journaling activities.  
 
 

MATH including Math FACTS 
Our District has adopted a new math text series entitled MYMath that incorporates the 

new Common Core State Standards that will involve a lot of hands on manipulatives and tie 
in writing processes too. Students are expected to be able to explain their approach to 
problem solving. We will be doing math facts every day in class. In second grade, your child 
needs to master their 100 addition and 100 subtraction facts in 4 minutes.  Students will need 
to pass these three times each. They will receive a Super Star when they score 100% three 
times. Let me know if you want to practice at home. I would be happy to send math facts 
home for extra practice. You can also locate math facts on the Freedom school website. 

Frontrow.com – differentiated math website  
 

Grading Policy 
All grades carry equal weight.  Grades are based on a straight grading percentage as follows 
 
90 – 100 % = A (Excellent) 
80 – 89 % = B (Good) 
70 – 79 % = C (Average) 
60 – 69 % = D (Below Average) 
50 % – and below = F (Failing) 
 
*Grades include tests, class work, projects, participation, and some homework assignments. 
 

An assignment with a score below 70 % will require a parent signature and will be sent 
home for you to see. Please discuss it with your child, sign it, and make sure that it is returned. I 
feel that it is crucial that you are aware of your student’s ongoing progress and the quality of 
the work that he/she is producing.  
 

Please refer to the online grading system adopted by Clovis Unified on Zangle (Parent 
Connect).  This convenience to you will keep you posted on homework turned in with 
assignments including those which are missing, incomplete, or late.  

 
 



 

 

HOMEWORK FOLDER  
Your child will be bringing home a folder every Monday. Also included in this folder is 

class work and tests that have been graded.  It is your child’s responsibility to give you the 
folder every Monday and return it to me every Friday. *All work and school information is to 
be removed from the folder for you to keep at home.  Newsletters will also be included in the 
folder each week. Please note:***Nightly homework will be adopted in the 4th quarter for 
preparation for 3rd grade.*** 
 

BOOK ORDERS 
About once a month, I will be sending home “Monthly Book Order” forms with your child 

in their Homework Folder from Scholastic.  Scholastic now offers Ebooks online as well. I highly 
recommend these as a fun alternative too! If you would like to order some books at a great 
price, please fill out the order form, write a check to Scholastic Book Club for the total amount, 
and please place in an envelope with your child’s name on the front. We will wait one week to 
collect orders, and then I will place the order. It will take around 2 weeks for the orders to come 
in. This is optional.  
 
 

Personal Responsibility Award 
Personal Responsibility Award (PRA) is a behavior award offered to students at 

Freedom Elementary.  CUSD fosters a positive learning environment which adopts the 
Character Counts principles.  Thus, the PRA program has been modeled after the “6 Pillars of 
Character”.  We believe in rewarding students who consistently display good behavior.  You 
may view the PRA form adopted from Freedom on the school’s website in addition to mine.  
Basically, there are several areas of concern:  tardies, homework, playground behavior, 
classroom behavior, communication notices not returned…etc.  Please note that I 
will send home the documentation slip should your child receive 

a check on their PRA. Please sign and return the note ASAP, so 

that I am aware that you have received the information.  There have 
been various awards for students who earn their PRA award including board game time and 
outdoor activities.  Students who do not earn the reward will stay back with a teacher in a 
classroom and work independently.  
 

Buckaroo of the Week  
 Each week a student will be selected as the buckaroo of the week in Room 9.  Your 
child will become the focus of our Buckaroo of the Week board by completing an “All About 
Me” poster.  You will find this sent home in your child’s backpack on Friday if they have been 
selected for the following week.  **Please check your child’s backpack.** Please return the 
poster at the beginning of the next week, so we may celebrate their achievement. The 
purpose is for each student to have the opportunity to share themselves with the rest of the 
class. We will celebrate them by writing friendly letters at the end of the week!   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Parent Participation 
I would love your help in the classroom! Having parents work in the classroom is an integral 
part of our program.  Parent support is greatly appreciated by both the teacher and the 
students. If you would be willing to commit to coming and being a part of the 
classroom on a consistent basis, we would love to have you come and join us right away! 
(After the first couple of weeks have passed, I will notify my parent helpers when to start in the classroom. It’s 
important for the class to develop the necessary routine. For the parents who are willing to work on projects at home, 

they can take things home sooner.) I would even love your help in planning class parties, too.  You 
will be working with students, grading papers, making copies, filing homework, and preparing 
activities for upcoming lessons.  My students really enjoy this! Please return the 
PARENT HELPER sheet as well as fill out a volunteer form from 

the office.  Thank you in advanced for being a part of this school year!! We, teachers, 
certainly can’t do it alone! 

 

Birthdays 
 If your child is celebrating a birthday, a small treat is welcomed.  Please let me know in 
advanced if you plan on bringing a treat.  I would prefer that the treat be brought before 
school so that the class can enjoy the snack during the morning recess time.  
  

Snacks and Snack Shack 
 Your child may bring a small snack to be eaten during morning recess.  Students must 
be in the designated area outside, by the blacktop, and eat their snack BEFORE they play.  
Freedom PTC is offering snack shack to all students on Fridays in the afternoon.  Students may 
buy a small snack and drink.  Please do not send more than two dollars with your child, and 
have a discussion with children about borrowing and sharing money with other 
students. Students who do not want to make a purchase will have free play.  
 

Bathroom Privileges 
 Students will be reminded to use the restroom before school and during recess times. 
Students who use the bathroom during class time will write their name on a clipboard.  Please 
let me know if your child may have a physical condition which would require them to use the 
bathroom often. Your child misses out on instruction when they leave the classroom.   
*Please be aware that students are walked out to recess time with a reminder to use the 

appropriate facilities when they have the correct opportunity to use them. Students would rather 

play than use the restroom. It is important that students are reminded to use the restroom at 

recess, and then they may go out and play. Please have the appropriate discussion about this 

with them ahead of time. I will notify you of excessive use. Your child misses out on 
instruction when they leave the classroom.   

SCHOOL PROCEDURES 
 

Here are some important school procedures that are designed to help the school year 
run (more) smoothly.  Thank you in advance for your help and consideration. 
 
Absences- Please call the school office at (327-4800)/email me at deborahtockey@cusd.com 
on the day of your child’s absence or send a note the day he/she returns stating the reason for 
the absence.  I am responsible for clearing all absences.  Please be advised that only a 
doctor’s/dentist’s appointment is considered to be an excused absence. You only have 5 days to 
clear an absence.  

mailto:deborahtockey@cusd.com


 
Tardies-The morning bell rings at 7:55 A.M..  Your child should be lined up on the blacktop by 
7:55 A.M..  If your child is unable to make it to school by this time, please send him/her to the 
office before coming to class to receive an admit pass. Students will receive a 
PR check for each tardy.  Please NOTE:  This also 

includes being tardy after recess and lunch.  
*Please discuss these school policies with your child. 
 
 
 
 
Physical Education   
• Students will participate in a variety of activities and games in order to prepare for state 

testing at the end of the year. 
•   Freedom has PE tutors with Clovis East High School. The same rules and 

procedures in the ROOM 9 will still be in effect at 

this time. Students can still earn consequences and PR 

checks while out at PR. Students are to follow all 

rules indicated by the PE tutor and will be held 

accountable for their actions. Students will be rewarded for great 
behavior, and I will also reward the whole class if they earn a compliment too! Freedom 
teachers will be on duty during PE times. There are conduct behavior slips that they will have. 
Even if I am not out on duty, if I am notified of behavior, I have to hold students accountable.  
*Please discuss this with your child. 
• Please send a note to school with your child if you would not like them to participate in P.E. 

for that day. 
• A doctor’s note is required to be on file in the office for anything over two days.  
• Students should be prepared for P.E. by having the appropriate shoes available, as well as 

shorts to wear under skirts and dresses. 
 
Supervision -Supervision is provided from 7:30 A.M. - 3:20 P.M.  Please make sure your child 
is not dropped off before or picked up after these times. Students are not allowed to be in the 
hallways before school, during recess, or after school for your child’s safety. Please do 
NOT allow your child to stand and wait by my classroom 

BEFORE school starts. Occasionally there are rallies 

that take place as school starts on the black top or in 

the cafeteria. It is a safety issue to have children 

unattended for any period of time. Your child’s safety 

is my number one concern. 
 
Classroom Music-Second grade will participate in classroom music (singing). Students will 
follow the same expectations as in Room 9 and will be 

held accountable for their behavior in the other 

classroom. Students will be rewarded for great behavior and can earn PR checks too. I 
will reward the whole class if they earn a compliment too!  
 
 

 



Contacting Mrs. Tockey 
Please feel free to email me:  deborahtockey@cusd.com This is a GREAT way to get in 

touch with me and will yield the quickest response back from me.  Also, you may contact the 
school and leave a message for me.  Freedom: 327-4800. I will return the phone call at my 
earliest convenience.  
 

 
 

OTHER 
*Here are several suggestions for this year that you can do at home to 
strengthen your student’s learning: 
 

1. Promote reading.  Let your child see you reading.  Maintain a reading time at 
home. Read TO and WITH your student. Please don’t “assume” that your child is 

reading. You need to hear them read the words. Watch what they say and 

correct mistakes.  
2. Discuss the books your student is reading with them. Ask “JUICY” questions to check 

comprehension-who, what, where, when, how, why. These are questions that will cause 
him/her to think, and not just give a “yes”, “no”, or factual answer. * I will send home 

bookmarks with your child with lots of questions on them, please utilize them and keep in a 

great place all year long… and beyond! 
3. Monitor your student’s study habits at home. Make sure that homework is 

complete and neat. I want to see YOUR corrections with 
spelling/grammar/writing on homework. 

4. Expect to see weekly work in your child’s backpack. Please get in a habit of 
checking DAILY to see what is in the backpack. I often send notices home or your child 
might have a note written for you to see. It is important that all notes are signed if it 
has a parent signature mark on the front (including PR checks) and returned the 
following day, please. As a parent myself, keeping communication open is the best way 
for success.  

 
**Please mark your calendar for the following important date so you may plan 

ahead: 
 

Elementary PARENT-TEACHER Conference Day 

Friday, October 30th  

 
*I will schedule conferences the week before and during this week as well. I will do my 

best to accommodate schedules.  

Conferences will be BEFORE (7:30 AM) and AFTER school (3:00-4:30).* 

*You will be able to sign up for what is convenient for you on 

SignupGenuis.com!* Be on the lookout for information coming your way 

soon!  

 


