
Closing report of the ECCE Standing Committee on Development & 

Business Environment  

 

Dear Mr. President 

As you know all these years I was vice chairman of the committee under Karlheinz Zahman 

He kept contact with the Commission staff and participated to the European Construction 

Forum.  

These contacts were valuable sources of information on professional maters. The ECF was a 

forum of the construction industry that ECCE underestimated all these years. Karlheinz did a 

good job bringing information on what was discussed but, as he was not an engineer, he 

could not really participate with ECCE positions on matters such as energy efficiency, 

renovate Europe, sustainable construction, strategy for the sector, Connecting Europe etc. 

My contribution, after the rather flat presentation of the news by Karlheinz, was to point out 

what in my opinion was crucial to our profession. I attach some of the presentations I have 

prepared these years.   

As you will see the main points I was paying my attention were: 

Public procurement 

Strategy for the construction sector 

Connecting Europe Facility 

Energy efficiency, renovate Europe   

Liabilities and Insurance in Civil Engineering Profession in Europe 

Sustainable construction 

The only matter that we followed adequately was the strategy for the construction sector 

with the participation of Fernando Branco in the High Level Forum. 

It is obvious that I suggest continuing the full involvement of ECCE in all consultations and 

the mobilization of ECF to do so. Civil engineers should be in the center of discussions for 

both Building Renovation actions and infrastructure projects. For buildings besides the 

energy performance we should suggest the antiseismic performance upgrading also when 

major renovation is to be considered. For infrastructure projects we must act for immediate 

starting of the works and better conditions for SME of Construction sector. 

Some more points that I thing that will soon become important as having great impact on 

our profession are: 

The circular economy principles and the waste directives recast 



The new generation of Eurocodes. 

Dear president  

This is my short report with suggestions for the matters I think that should take our 

attention in the near future. 

Best regards  

1-2-2016 

Aris Chatzidakis 

 

 

   

 


