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Biblical Theology of Worship, Part 1 

The Sacrifice of Peace 

 

Introduction: an overview of worship in our tradition 

 

• Our tradition has been fairly minimalistic with regard to worship 

• Conservative Presbyterians, and evangelicals in general, have tended to be 

minimalistic about what the bible says about worship because they have 

applied a Baptist hermeneutic to what the OT has to say about worship. 

• The Reformed approach to scripture stresses the continuity of the Old and 

New Testaments 

o The assumption is that whatever is not expressly addressed as being 

different in the NT has not changed. 

o There is not a lot of material in the NT directly relating to worship, 

� BUT there is an entire book, Leviticus, and portions of several 

other books of the OT that are devoted to how we should 

worship. 

• Animals in the OT served as teachers 

o David knew this (Psalm 51) 

o Animals represent people 

• The NT abrogates animal sacrifice (Hebrews 7:27) 

o But not what animal sacrifices taught us about worship 

• The NT teaches us that WE are the sacrifices of worship in Christian 

worship 

o Hebrews 4:12, Romans 12:1, Philippians 4:8, Hebrews 13:15, Psalm 

141:2, Psalm 51:7, 1 Peter 2:5 

• So we are to interpret the sacrifices of Leviticus, typologically, that is we 

interpret them according to what the NT says, putting ourselves and Jesus in 

the place of the sacrificial animal. 

 

The Sacrifice of Peace: Leviticus 3, 7 and Numbers 15 

 

• From the Sacrifice of Peace we see the basic pattern of worship 

o Confession of sins at the entrance of the tent 

o Drawing nearer to God 

o Being cut up by the word of God 

o Offering ourselves to God 

� Being accepted by God and drawing very near to him 

o Eating and drinking with God and each other 


