
Wisdom and Praise 

The Old Testament is a Source of Wisdom 
 

What’s the Difference between Wisdom and Knowledge? 

 

Proverbs 2 

Background: Proverbs was written by Solomon as a book of advice for his son. 

 

Proverbs 2:1-5     My son, if you accept my words and store up my commands within you, 

turning your ear to wisdom and applying your heart to understanding, and if you call out for 

insight and cry aloud for understanding, and if you look for it as for silver and search for it 

as for hidden treasure, then you will understand the fear of the LORD and find the 

knowledge of God.  

6-8 For the LORD gives wisdom, and from his mouth come knowledge and understanding. 

He holds victory in store for the upright, he is a shield to those whose walk is blameless, for 

he guards the course of the just and protects the way of his faithful ones. 

 

Wisdom-Discernment, especially when it comes to right and wrong. 

Knowledge- Facts, Information and skills learned by an individual.  

 

Knowledge is useless without wisdom! 

Proverbs 2: 9-15 “Then you will understand what is right and just and fair-every good path. 

For wisdom will enter your heart, and knowledge will be pleasant to your soul. Discretion 

will protect you, and understanding will guard you. Wisdom will save you from the ways of 

wicked men, from men whose words are perverse, who leave the straight paths to walk in 

dark ways, who delight in doing wrong and rejoice in the perverseness of evil, whose paths 

are crooked and who are devious in their ways.” 
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Proverbs 2:20-22 Thus you will walk in the ways of good men and keep to the paths of the 

righteous. For the upright will live in the land, and the blameless will remain in it; but the 

wicked will be cut off from the land,and the unfaithful will be torn from it.  

 

Wisdom is the application of the knowledge, understanding, and discretion of God in our 

lives.  
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Judges, Jonah, Job, Esther, Ruth, Nehemiah, Elijah and Elisha, Abraham, Melchizedek, 

Joshua, Moses  

 

These are not just historical events that make us feel warm and fuzzy inside (sometimes), 

they are lessons and glimpses into the character of our God! 

 

Rev. 4:8 Each of the four living creatures had six wings and was covered with eyes all 

around, even under his wings. Day and night they never stop saying: “Holy, holy, holy is the 

Lord God Almighty, who was, and is, and is to come.”  

 

Revelation Song  

 

2 Cor. 5:21 God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become 

the righteousness of God. 

 

Jesus Messiah: Chris Tomlin 

 

Isaish 6:2-4 “Above him were seraphs, each with six wings: With two wings they covered 

their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were flying. And they were 

calling to one another: “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD Almighty; the whole earth is full of 

his glory.” At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple 

was filled with smoke.” 

 

Holy is the Lord:Chris Tomlin 

 

Songs of Praise, Lament, Love etc. 

The Song of Deborah: Judges 5, The Psalms, Song of Solomon, etc.  

 

Divided up into 5 books.  

Book 1: Psalms 1-41  

Virtually all attributed to David in the titles (Except 1,2,10,33)  

“Yahweh” used almost exclusively in reference to God. (272x; Elohim 15x) 

 

Book 2: 42-72 

Most Attributed to David, others are “to” the sons of Korah or Asaph 

 

Book 3: 73-89 

A collection of 17 Psalms by Asaph (73-83), the sons of Korah (84-85, 87-88) and Ethan 

(89). 

 



Book IV:90-106 

Another collection of 17 Psalms, mostly untitled. 

Most of these Psalms are psalms of praise to Yahweh as king and deliverer. The name 

“Yahweh” is used exclusively. 

 

Book V: 107-150 

Mostly Anonymous, except for 15 Attributed to David. 

These Psalms can be arranged in groups as well.  

 

Psalms 108-110, 138-145: Davidic Psalms 

113-118: psalms of praise traditionally sung on Passover night 

120-134: “Psalms of Ascents” Sang while traveling to Jerusalem and the Temple. 

146-150: “Hallelujah Psalms” They each begin and end with “Hallelujah” 

 

The Psalms teach us it is ok to...... 

Tell God how we really FEEL!!!! 

 

Psa. 4:1  Answer me when I call to you, O my righteous God. Give me relief from my 

distress; be merciful to me and hear my prayer. 

Psa. 10:1 Why, O LORD, do you stand far off? Why do you hide yourself in times of 

trouble?  

 

Song 7:1-6 How beautiful your sandaled feet, O prince’s daughter! Your graceful legs are 

like jewels, the work of a craftsman’s hands. Your navel is a rounded goblet that never lacks 

blended wine. Your waist is a mound of wheat encircled by lilies. Your breasts are like two 

fawns, twins of a gazelle. Your neck is like an ivory tower. Your eyes are the pools of 

Heshbonby the gate of Bath Rabbim. Your nose is like the tower of Lebanon looking toward 

Damascus. Your head crowns you like Mount Carmel. Your hair is like royal tapestry; the 

king is held captive by its tresses. How beautiful you are and how pleasing, O love, with 

your delights!  

 

“The Song of Songs is a song of love written during the Solomonic period. It is neither 

allegory, drama, hymn, history, nor cermonial text. Rather, it is a song of love in two parts, 

the man’s and the woman’s, assisted by a chorus.” 

 

“It is in this light that we note that the Song of Songs is not stark eroticism but is indeed a 

highly romantic book. The point is so obvious from the imagery and language of the book 

that it might be thought hardly worth mentioning, but it is often ignored. Note that the lovers 

to and of each other not only with physical action but with carefully composed words. Love 

is, above all a matter of the mind and heart and should be declared. 

 

The lesson for the reader is that he or she need to speak often and openly of his or her joy in 

the beloved, the spouse. This is, for many lovers, a far more embarrassing revelation of the 

self than anything that is done with the body. But it is precisely here that the biblical ideal of 

love is present-in the uniting of the bodies and hearts of the husband and wife in a bond as 



strong as death.Many homes would be happier if men and women would simply speak of 

their love for one another a little more often.”Garret 

 

This is a Biblical example of the idea that God delights in words like these when used in the 

proper context.  

The Song of Solomon is not a book to shy away from, but rather should embraced as a 

biblical example of true physical, emotional, and spiritual love between a man and a woman 

in the eyes of the Lord.  
 


