
In My Place 

Defining the Sacrificial System 
 

The basic, foundational, and most important biblical meaning is that this was the means of 

approaching God. The key Hebrew word for these offerings is korban, coming from the Hebrew 

root karav, which means, “to draw near” (Lev. 1:2). Therefore, by means of the sacrifice, one 

could draw near to God. The basic meaning is that of approaching God, drawing near to God by 

means of sacrifice.
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Regular sacrifices - were offered on behalf of the whole community either daily, on the 

Sabbath, on the New Moon or the annual feast days 

 

Daily sacrifices were burnt offerings of one lamb in the morning and one lamb in the 

evening. This also included an incense offering. 

 

On the Sabbath daily sacrifices were doubled.  

 

 

Special sacrifices - were offered on behalf of either the whole community or individuals  

 

Freewill offerings - were offered on behalf of individuals. 

 

The sacrificial systems hinges on Christ’s death 
 

 Heading: Jesus- The High Priest and Fulfiller of the Law 

 

 Cain and Abel - Gen 4:1-16 

 

 

 Saul rejected as King- 1 Sam 13:1-14 

 

 Abraham and Isaac- Gen 22 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
1
 Arnold G. Fruchtenbaum, vol. 180, The Messianic Bible Study Collection (Tustin, Calif.: Ariel 

Ministries, 1983), 5. 



The Day of Atonement -Lev 16:1-34 
High Priest had to bathe, dress in specific clothing, and sacrifice a bull for himself and the sins of 

his family.  

The second thing to be done was the sacrifice of a goat  

 Lev 16:16 “In this way he will make atonement for the Most Holy Place because of the 

uncleanness and rebellion of the Israelites, whatever their sins have been.” 

 

 The entire sacrificial system was meant to show Israel, and ultimately us, that there is 

nothing man can do to appease God. No one could ever fully uphold the entire sacrificial 

system, let alone the law. 

 

 Hebrews 9:11-14 “When Christ came as high priest of the good things that are already 

here, he went through the greater and more perfect tabernacle that is not man-made, that 

is to say, not a part of this creation. He did not enter by means of the blood of goats and 

calves; but he entered the Most Holy Place once for all by his own blood, having 

obtained eternal redemption. The blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer 

sprinkled on those who are ceremonially unclean sanctify them so that they are outwardly 

clean. How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit 

offered himself unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences from acts that lead to death, 

so that we may serve the living God!” 

 

 “Hebrews 9: 11-18 confirms in the New Testament the symbolism of blood as life and 

applies Leviticus 17:11 to the sacrifice of the Lord Jesus Christ. Verse 12 states clearly 

that the Old Testament blood sacrifices were temporary and only atoned for sin partially 

and for a short time, hence the need to repeat the sacrifices yearly. But when Christ 

entered the holy place, He did so to offer His own blood once for all time, making future 

sacrifices unnecessary. This is what Jesus meant by His dying words on the cross: “It is 

finished” (John 19:30). Never again would the blood of bulls and goats cleanse men from 

their sin. Only by accepting Jesus’ blood, shed on the cross for the remission of sins, can 

we stand before God covered in the righteousness of Christ (2 Corinthians 5:21).” 

http://www.gotquestions.org/blood-sacrifice.html 

 

 “Sin is both propitiated and expiated God’s way—only by the sacrifice of Christ on the 

cross. Propitiation is the act of appeasing the wrath of God, while expiation is the act of 

atoning for sin and removing it from the sinner. Both together are achieved eternally by 

Christ. When He sacrificed Himself on the cross, He appeased God’s wrath against sin, 

taking that wrath upon Himself: “Since we have now been justified by his blood, how 

much more shall we be saved from God's wrath through him!” (Romans 5:9)” 

http://www.gotquestions.org/Day-Atonement-Yom-Kippur.html 

 

 Matt 5:17 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not 

come to abolish them but to fulfill them. 

http://biblia.com/bible/niv/Hebrews%209.%2011-18
http://biblia.com/bible/niv/Leviticus%2017.11
http://biblia.com/bible/niv/John%2019.30
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