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Template for Argument Essay 

Directions: Utilize the template below to develop the rough draft for your essay. Each portion of 

this template will be graded as you complete it. You will submit the template for a final grade 

when you are finished. 

Part 1: Use the space below to brainstorm your position and support for the essay prompt. You 

can use a bubble cluster, spider diagram, T-chart, outline, or any other method brainstorming that 

is comfortable for you.  When you are finished, you will write your preliminary thesis below. 

You must include at least two supporting reasons for your position as part of your thesis 

statement. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Preliminary thesis statement (your thesis should provide an answer to the question asked in the 

prompt along with at least two reasons that support your position). 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Part 2: Introduction 

Attention Getter: 
Select a quote from the 
assigned readings of your 

research that relates 

thematically to the position 
you will take. It can either 

support your positon or 

provide opposition to your 
position. Be sure to include 

a reference to the person 

who wrote it and the title of 
the work. 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

Context: 
Use this portion of the 

paragraph to discuss the 
reading discussed in the 

prompt. In providing the 

context, you should include 
a discussion of the argument 

being made in the prompt. 

You must include the 
author’s name, the title of 

the work, and a brief 

summary of the argument.  

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Thesis:  
The thesis should answer the 

question provided in the 
prompt by stating a clear 

position and at least two 

reasons to support the 
position taken. It should be 

one sentence that flows 

logically from the 
introduction. Revise your 

initial thesis and include it 

here.  

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 
Peer review: Read through the entire paragraph as written and answer the following questions: 

Peer reviewer name___________________________________________________ 

1. Does the attention getter relate logically to the rest of the paragraph?          Yes/No       

2. Does the writer provide context for the argument presented in the thesis?     Yes/No 

3. Does the thesis state a clear position that answers the question of the prompt?   Yes/No 

4. Does the thesis provide at least two supporting reasons for the position taken?    Yes/No 

5. Does each sentence lead logically into the next?     Yes/No 

6. Is the writer using objective language that would not offend the opposition? Yes/No 

Introduction score____________ 
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Body Paragraph 1:  

Topic Assertion:  
The topic assertion is the 
thesis for the body 

paragraph and should be 

stated as an argument 
about the topic using one 

of the supporting reasons 

you provided in your 
thesis. Be sure to use 

transitional words or 

phrases to lead into your 
assertion and between 

ideas within the body 

paragraph. 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

eXample: Use 

examples from your 

reading in the form of 

quotes, paraphrase, or 
summary to support your 

topic assertion. Regardless 

of the method you use for 
presenting your example, 

be sure to give credit to the 

source. If you are quoting, 
make sure that you first 

provide context for the 

quote in your own 
sentence, and then weave 

the quote in logically. 

Don’t forget the quotation 
marks! 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Explanation: 
Explain how the example 

you’ve provided proves 
your assertion. Break this 

down into two or three 

sentences, with each 
sentence expanding on the 

idea that you presented in 

the previous sentence and 
providing more detail. 

 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

eXample: the more 

support you provide for 

your assertion, the stronger 
your argument. Use a 

transitional word or phrase 

(in addition to, 
furthermore, likewise, etc.) 

to lead into a second 
example that supports the 

same topic assertion. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Explanation: as 

with your previous 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 
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example, you will need to 

explain how the example 
you’ve provided supports 

the topic assertion. The 

more detail you can 
provide, the better.  

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Significance: 

Looking over what you 

have written so far, why 

should anyone care about 
what you said in the 

assertion? Write a final 

sentence that addresses 
why someone might ask 

“so what?” 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Peer review: Read through the entire paragraph as written and answer the following questions: 

Peer reviewer name___________________________________________________ 

1. Does the opening sentence directly support the thesis and provide a debatable assertion?   Yes/No 

2. Has the writer provided clear example(s) from the reading to support the assertion?  Yes/No 

3. If using quotes, has the writer woven the quotes into his/her own sentence?   Yes/No 

4. Are examples adequately explained so that they make sense in supporting the assertion?  Yes/No 

5. Do the sentences flow logically from one into the next?     Yes/No 

6. Has the writer used transitional words or phrases to connect the ideas within the paragraph? Yes/No 

7. Has the writer provided the overall significance for why the argument presented is important? Yes/No 

8. Does this paragraph need reworking before moving on the next paragraph?   Yes/No 

If you answered yes to number 8 above, write out an explanation of anything you feel that the writer should focus on 

in revising the paragraph. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Body paragraph 1 score_____________ 
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Body paragraph 2: 

Topic Assertion:  
The topic assertion is the 
thesis for the body 

paragraph and should be 

stated as an argument 
about the topic using one 

of the supporting reasons 

you provided in your 
thesis. Be sure to use 

transitional words or 

phrases to lead into your 
assertion and between 

ideas within the body 

paragraph. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

eXample: Use 

examples from your 

reading in the form of 

quotes, paraphrase, or 
summary to support your 

topic assertion. Regardless 

of the method you use for 
presenting your example, 

be sure to give credit to the 

source. If you are quoting, 
make sure that you first 

provide context for the 

quote in your own 
sentence, and then weave 

the quote in logically. 

Don’t forget the quotation 
marks! 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Explanation: 
Explain how the example 

you’ve provided proves 
your assertion. Break this 

down into two or three 

sentences, with each 
sentence expanding on the 

idea that you presented in 

the previous sentence and 
providing more detail. 

 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

eXample: the more 

support you provide for 

your assertion, the stronger 
your argument. Use a 

transitional word or phrase 

(in addition to, 
furthermore, likewise, etc.) 

to lead into a second 
example that supports the 

same topic assertion. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Explanation: as 

with your previous 

example, you will need to 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 
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explain how the example 

you’ve provided supports 
the topic assertion. The 

more detail you can 

provide, the better. 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Significance: 
Looking over what you 

have written so far, why 

should anyone care about 
what you said in the 

assertion? Write a final 

sentence that addresses 
why someone might ask 

“so what?” 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Peer review: Read through the entire paragraph as written and answer the following questions: 

 

Peer reviewer name___________________________________________________ 

 

1. Does the opening sentence directly support the thesis and provide a debatable assertion?   Yes/No 

2. Has the writer provided clear example(s) from the reading to support the assertion?  Yes/No 

3. If using quotes, has the writer woven the quotes into his/her own sentence?   Yes/No 

4. Are examples adequately explained so that they make sense in supporting the assertion?  Yes/No 

5. Do the sentences flow logically from one into the next?     Yes/No 

6. Has the writer used transitional words or phrases to connect the ideas within the paragraph? Yes/No 

7. Has the writer provided the overall significance for why the argument presented is important? Yes/No 

8. Does this paragraph need reworking before moving on the next paragraph?   Yes/No 

 

If you answered yes to number 8 above, write out an explanation of anything you feel that the writer should focus on 

in revising the paragraph. 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Body paragraph 2 score_____________ 
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Body paragraph 3: The Counter Argument 

 

Topic Assertion: 
For the counter-argument, 
you need to provide 

reasons why other 

reasonable people might 
disagree with the position 

that you’ve taken. As with 

your other body 
paragraphs, you need a 

topic assertion that 

functions as a mini-thesis 
for the paragraph. 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

eXample: Use 

examples from your 

reading to provide 
evidence in support of the 

counterargument in the 

form of quotes, paraphrase, 
or summary to support 

your topic assertion. 

Regardless of the method 
you use for presenting 

your example, be sure to 
give credit to the source. If 

you are quoting, make sure 

that you first provide 
context for the quote in 

your own sentence, and 

then weave the quote in 
logically. Don’t forget the 

quotation marks! 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Explanation: Unlike 

the previous body 
paragraphs in which you 

explained how the example 

you’ve provided proves 
your assertion, your 

explanation will attempt to 

prove that the example is 
false. Break this down into 

two or three sentences, 

with each sentence 
expanding on the idea that 

you presented in the 

previous sentence and 
providing more detail. 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

eXample: Use another 

example from your reading 

to provide evidence in 

support of the 

counterargument in the 

form of quotes, paraphrase, 
or summary to support 

your topic assertion. Make 

sure to use a transitional 
word or phrase to connect 

the ideas in the second part 

of the paragraph to those in 
the first, and to weave the 

example into your own 

sentence. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 
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Explanation: As with 

the previous example, you 

need to explain why the 
example you’ve provided 

should be rejected. 

Remember to use a 
respectful tone, and to 

explain in depth. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Significance: Looking 

over what you have written 

so far, why should anyone 
care about what you said in 

your counterargument? 

Write a final sentence that 
addresses why someone 

might ask “so what?” 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Peer review: Read through the entire paragraph as written and answer the following questions: 

 

Peer reviewer name___________________________________________________ 

 

1. Does the opening sentence provide a counterargument?      Yes/No 

2. Has the writer provided clear example(s) from the reading to support the counterargument? Yes/No 

3. If using quotes, has the writer woven the quotes into his/her own sentence?   Yes/No 

4. Has the writer adequately explained why the given counterargument should be rejected?  Yes/No 

5. Do the sentences flow logically from one into the next?     Yes/No 

6. Has the writer used transitional words or phrases to connect the ideas within the paragraph? Yes/No 

7. Has the writer provided the overall significance for why the argument presented is important? Yes/No 

8. Has the writer used an objective and respectful tone?      Yes/No 

9. Does this paragraph need reworking before moving on the next paragraph?   Yes/No 

 

If you answered yes to number 8 above, write out an explanation of anything you feel that the writer should focus on 

in revising the paragraph. 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Body paragraph 3 score___________ 
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Part 3: The Conclusion 

Review: Transition 

into the conclusion 
using appropriate 

transitional words or 

phrases. Provide an 
overview of the main 

arguments in support of 

the thesis. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Reflect: Reflect on 

the overall significance 

of the position in 

regards to the topic. 
Provide additional 

commentary and insight 

to solidify the 
argument. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Restate: Restate the 

thesis idea without 

repeating the thesis 
itself. 

 

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_______________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Round-out: Provide 

closure to the paragraph 

and essay by 
referencing the 

attention getter. 

 

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 

Peer Review: Read through the entire essay as written and respond to the following questions: 

 

Peer reviewer name______________________________________________________ 

 

1. Does the writer provide a clear transition into the conclusion?     Yes / No 

2. Does the writer adequately review the main ideas presented in the essay?   Yes / No 

3. Does the conclusion reflect on why the position taken in the thesis is important?   Yes / No 

4. Have the ideas presented in the thesis been clearly restated (using different words)?  Yes / No 

5. Has the writer provided a feeling of completion to the essay by referencing the attention getter?  Yes / No 

 

Considering the essay as a whole, what recommendations can you make to the writer as he/she works on revising the 

essay? Be specific. 

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Conclusion score__________ 


