
Get to the Core  get2core.org  

 

 

COMMON CORE: WHAT IT MEANS FOR YOU 
 
WHAT IS COMMON CORE?  
Academic standards are benchmarks of what students should know and 
be able to do at every grade level. Up until a few years ago, every state had different standards from one 
another. This means a kid who is reading on grade level in one state might be reading below grade level in the 
state next door, and that just doesn’t make sense.  Beginning in 2010, 46 states came together to create a new 
set of standards, based on the best from around the country, and we all agreed to share these standards to 
help all children, regardless of where they live, succeed beyond high school. Get more information about 
Common Core at get2core.org/learn.  

 
WHY DOES COMMON CORE MATTER TO ME AS A COMMUNITY MEMBER? 
We live in a different world – one that is technology-driven and fast paced. However, our school system 
hasn’t kept up with the changes resulting in students leaving high school unprepared for college and the jobs of 
tomorrow.  The Common Core sets higher, clearer and simpler goals for teachers to teach and students to 
learn.  

Recent ACT scores show that only 25% of graduating high school students are deemed “ready for 
college.” The result? Students need to take remedial courses – courses that cost them and their families lots 
of money – to receive basic education they should have gotten for free in high school. Moreover, two-thirds of 
jobs in the United States will require a college degree, so we’ve got to do a better job of preparing our students 
for success so they can compete with their peers in other states and across the globe.  

We know that when we set high expectations for students and foster an environment that encourages deep 
learning, students will rise to the occasion. The Common Core sets the bar high so students can have a better 
shot at success.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WHAT ARE THE 3 MOST IMPORTANT THINGS I CAN DO TO LEARN MORE? 
1. Read up and start a conversation. Visit get2core.org to find out more about what’s happening in your 

state. Share the Common Core widget with others at get2core.org/learn.  
 

2. Ask an expert. Ask your school’s principal to connect you with the school’s expert on Common Core. Talk to 
them about the Common Core State Standards in their classroom. Ask them why they support the Core 
and how it will fundamentally change the way teachers teach and students learn.  
 

3. Continue the dialogue. Share get2core.org on Facebook and Twitter. Show your friends this flyer. Start a 
conversation about what students deserve and how we can set high expectations for them to help them 
succeed. 


