
LETTERS POLICY

We welcome your comments and opinions at 
the Cherokee Scout.

u A signature, address and phone number 
must accompany all letters to the editor.

u Letters should be typed, if possible, and 
double-spaced.

u The word limit for letters to the editor and 
general news releases is 300 words.

u The word limit for guest columns and sub-
mitted feature articles is 450 words.

u Limit anyone being thanked to 25.
u Photos are encouraged, with identiXcation.
u The Scout reserves the right to edit all let-

ters for clarity, length and libel.
u Deadline for submissions is noon Monday.
u Mail letters to: Cherokee Scout, P.O. Box 

190, Murphy, NC 28906.
u E-mail letters to: news@cherokeescout.com 

(include a phone number for veriXcation).
u Fax letters to: 828-837-5832.

Is preventing tobacco use a good goal for 

Cherokee County Schools?

q Yes, this is part of receiving a well-rounded 
education.
q No, that is the parents’ job, not the 
schools’.
q Maybe, but we still probably can’t afford 
it.

Should the U.S. government raise the debt 

ceiling by the Aug. 2 deadline?

q Yes. We don’t really have a choice – 61 
votes, 33 percent.
q No. Let’s set a limit and stick to it –76 
votes, 42 percent.
q The long-term national debt is the bigger 
problem –40 votes, 22 percent.
q I really don’t have a clue what you’re talk-
ing about – 6 votes, 3 percent.

OUR VIEW

YOUR VIEW

 Astonishing, isn’t it, how morally bank-
rupt behavior can be so easily normalized 
– even justified – by someone claiming 
spiritual enlightenment?
 To paraphrase … pornography isn’t all 
that bad. It may be educational. It’s the 
most important adult subject for spiritual 
growth. Really?
 The writer can use tempered language 
and a glancing academic approach to 
building this argument, but neither can 
sanitize the subject of pornography
– an insidious, dark and destructive force 
that tears at the heart of the real, joy-
ful intimacy that should exist within the 
relationship of committed, monogamous 
couples. It is neither educational within 
the context of healthy human relation-
ships, nor is it central or tied to the ques-

tion of spiritual growth – except in so far 
as pornography illustrates the degradation 
of both.
 The disconnect between the writer’s 
references to consciousness and the 
interconnectedness of all life and her 
purported understanding of pornography 
and its impact on individuals, couples, 
families and society will not be lost on any 
reader who gives thoughtful consideration 
to the internally conflicted content of this 
column.
 The disconnect is self-evident. It fails 
the tests of reason, logic and the over-
whelming evidence before us on the con-
sequences of objectification and human 
exploitation.

Ann Marie and Andy Liakos
Murphy

Porn degrades human relationships

Time to pass 
the fair tax
 As Congress and the 
White House wrestle with 
the income tax code in their 
debates over the debt and 
deficit, the House Ways 
and Means Committee was 
scheduled to discuss the fair 
tax Tuesday. Former Arkan-
sas Gov. Mike Huckabee and 
others will be there speaking 
in favor of the fair tax.
 The fair tax is a consump-
tion tax and would eliminate 
the federal income tax. It 
also eliminates the need for 
payroll taxes, capital gains 
tax, inheritance tax, 1040s, 
1099s, etc. April 15 would 
be just another spring day 
and, oh yes, there would 
be no need for the Internal 
Revenue Service, which also 
would be eliminated.
 In the past, there have 
been many lies spread 
around about the fair tax, 
such as that it would be an 
“additional” tax. It is not. It is 
a replacement tax for the en-
tire federal income tax code. 
To learn more about the fair 
tax, go to www.fairtax.org. 
Let’s stop supporting politi-
cians who favor keeping the 
“unfair” income tax.
 With the fair tax, all the 
squabbling in Washington 
about “soaking the rich” and 
who is the “rich” and who 

gets “loopholes” would all 
be moot points. The fair tax 
is just that – a fair for all tax 
system.

Barry Watson
Murphy

Let veterans
have their say
 I write this in response to 
Wayne Parris’ letter on July 
13 about the “Westboro Bap-
tist Church” and something 
else more vital in Murphy’s 
way of life – God.
 I keep waiting on the 
First Amendment writers 
to explain and lecture us on 
“who” God should be. After 
reading their columns, I 
agree with Parris. Their pens 
are filled with ink of illusions 
and proof of man’s attempt to 
break down God’s ideal life 
with confusion and dismissal.
 I applaud Parris, the 
Patriot Guards and those 
who serve. They are the 
ones who should be writing 
articles on what America 
should stand for.
 There was no prouder 
moment in my life than the 
sight of the escort my son 
received during his final 
homecoming or the Ameri-
can flags covering the grave 
hillside on Memorial Day.
 These aging faces of our 
veterans are wiser than all 

politicians. Offer them a col-
umn of voice in the Cherokee 
Scout. I doubt we will see any 
confusion of God’s wisdom.

Patsy Edgerton
Murphy

 The writer is the mother 
of the late Sgt. Donald Rocky 
Edgerton, who was killed July 
10, 2010, while serving in the 
U.S. Army in Afghanistan.

Bank staff
was helpful
  I need to thank the staff at 
Murphy’s BB&T, located at 
1911 W. U.S. 64, for helping 
me with a problem that was 
not related to banking.
 Tami Humphryes and her 
staff helped identify a bug 
that was found in my kitchen 
sink – a bug that was almost 
as big as a golf ball – a bug 
that astounded me with its 
will to live.
 Humphryes Googled a 
brief description, and we 
think it’s a male lesser stag 
beetle.
 Those ladies at the bank 
went above and beyond the 
normal duties of a banker. 
They took the time to find 
out what it was, and I could 
at last relax in the cabin.

Marie Williams
Boynton Beach, Fla.

 The writer is a summer 
visitor to Murphy.
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ONLINE POLL

Cast your vote at 

www.cherokeescout.

com and leave your 

thoughts on our  

Facebook page.
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Tobacco-free applies to us all
T

he SADD but TRU student-led 
tobacco and substance abuse 
advocacy clubs will be back in 

local middle and high schools in the 
fall thanks to the N.C. Department of 
Health and Human Services, which 
saved the program at the last minute.
 In these tough financial times, the 
state has to take a hard look at all pro-
grams, then decide what is working and 
worth continuing to fund.
 We know this program is worthwhile 
because it teaches students about the 
harmful effects of tobacco use. But, 
sadly, some parents and others in the 
community are defeating those efforts 
with nonchalance to the issue.
 At Ranger Elementary/Middle 

School, students collected 320 cigarette 
butts and two beer bottles during a 
March cleanup. The campus had been 
wiped clean in October 2009.
 The sad part is that the school, like 
others in Cherokee County, is clearly 
marked as a tobacco-free campus. 
Countywide, similar cleanups yielded 
more than 1,000 cigarette butts and dip 
cans, according to information provided 
by SADD but TRU.
 Tobacco use is prohibited on all 
school property and at all school-spon-
sored events. This includes but is not 
limited to any tobacco product that 
releases secondhand smoke – such as 
cigarettes, cigars and pipes – as well as 
smokeless tobacco – such as dip, chew 

and snuff. The areas found to be in the 
most frequent violation locally are park-
ing lots, ball fields and bleachers/stadi-
ums, according to SADD but TRU.
 We also have witnessed people smok-
ing at high school football games while 
standing next to a school resource of-
ficer. You also on occasion have to walk 
through a cloud of smoke to get to high 
school basketball games.
 If we are going to continue to fund 
this campaign, then it’s time the tobac-
co-free policies on our school campuses 
actually were enforced. Tobacco-free 
doesn’t just apply to students.
 Tobacco is a deadly substance, and we 
cannot continue to expose children and 
nonsmokers to its dangerous effects.

D
riving home from Cleveland, 
Tenn., on Saturday afternoon, 
my wife and I were caught in a 

traffic jam. There was a motorcycle/car 
accident that backed up traffic quite a 
ways on both sides of the gorge.
 With my bad foot, 
plus the excessive 
heat out there Satur-
day, my wife and I just 
sat in the car waiting 
for the accident to 
be cleared. Other 
folks got out of their 
vehicles and milled 
around. Directly be-
hind my wife and I was a young woman 
riding on a motorcycle.
 After about 30 minutes, I heard a 
loud crash behind me. I looked back, 
and the woman had fallen off her 
motorcycle onto the gravel on the side 
of the road. Some folks in a rafting bus 
immediately ran to her aid. I offered a 
cold bottle of water to help. Luckily, she 
was OK, and she was able to ride about 
15 minutes later once the accident was 
cleared.
 In this oppressive heat, it is impor-
tant to take care of yourself. Since I’m 
not a doctor, I perused the Internet to 
find some tips to share with readers 
on how to combat the heat from the 
Centers for Disease Control.
 Stay cool. Air conditioning is the 
No. 1 protective factor against heat-re-
lated illness and death. If a home is not 
air-conditioned, people can reduce their 
risk for heat-related illness by spending 
time in public facilities that are properly 
cooled.
 Stay hydrated. Drink cool, non-alco-
holic beverages and increase your fluid  
intake regardless of your activity level; 
increase your intake hourly if you are 
outdoors working or exercising. Drink 
more water than usual, and don’t wait 
until you’re thirsty to drink.
 Stay active. Be sure to gradually in-
crease exercise frequency, duration and 
intensity to allow your body to adjust to 
the heat if you are just getting started 
or returning to practices (e.g., football 
or band rehearsals).
 Stay safe. Even short periods of 
high temperatures can cause serious  
health problems, debilitating injury or 
death. Never leave infants, children 
or pets in parked cars. Plus, check on 
people who are overweight, as they 
may be prone to heat sickness because 
of a tendency to retain more body heat.
 Stay informed. Check your local 
news for extreme heat warnings and 
safety tips, or sign up for free weather 
alerts to your phone or e-mail.
 You can visit www.cdc.gov for tips for 
preventing heat sickness.
 Robert Horne is editor of the Chero-
kee Scout. You can reach him by phone, 
837-5122; fax, 837-5832; or e-mail, 
editor@cherokeescout.com.

Crazy from 
all the heat 

1-hit wonder, 
meet politics

O
ne of my favorite television shows 
is VH1’s occasional look back at 
one-hit wonders. That’s where I 

get reminded that the 
‘80s were awesome, 
my favorite telephone 
number is 867-5309 
and it is indeed pos-
sible to write a pop 
song anchored by 
a banjo, as heard in 
“Come On Eileen.”
 In that spirit, I 
present a column 
of one-hit wonders. 
While this won’t land me on TV, it’s guar-
anteed to fill this space for the next week. 
And away we go …
 Cherokee and surrounding counties 
are feeling the heat in more ways than 
one this summer, with the economic 
recovery vehicle spinning its wheels. 
Fortunately, help is available, which is 
why the 2011 Business and Innovation 
Resource Rally will be held in Tri-County 
Community College’s Enloe Building at 
9:30 a.m. Friday, Aug. 19. The Resource 
Rally will be an all-day event, and an RSVP 
by Monday, Aug. 15, is required to attend. 
Stay tuned for details. …
 A fun event to put on your calendar is 
HAVEN’s old-time, county fair-like festival 
set for Saturday, Sept. 24. ...
 Former Massachusetts Gov. Mitt Rom-
ney is leading other Republican presiden-
tial candidates in fund raising by more 
than double in North Carolina, but he has 
only raised about a third of what Demo-
cratic President Barack Obama has in 
the state. Romney raised nearly $116,000 
in North Carolina through June, accord-
ing to reports filed this month with the 
Federal Election Commission. He pulled 
in a total of $18 million. Obama raised 
nearly $318,000 in the state through June, 
part of his nationwide take of $45 million, 
according to the Charlotte Observer. …
 Former Cherokee County Commission 
candidate Curtis Brown makes a good 
point about the U.S. government’s finan-
cial debate. “Some in Congress are calling 
Social Security and Medicare ‘entitle-
ments’ and suggesting we reduce benefits 
from both, thus saving money. I have 
been paying into Social Security all my 
working life and Medicare since it started 
in 1965. I will never live long enough to 
recover all the money I’ve put into Social 
Security and will be lucky to recover my 
contribution to Medicare. How is it an 
entitlement if I’ve paid for it?” An excel-
lent question; anyone have an answer? …
 An interesting question to ask tax-
payers on that issue is whether federal 
savings should come from Social Security 
and Medicare or from letting President 
Bush’s tax breaks expire for people with 
an annual income above $250,000. …
 Controversy isn’t just a Washington 
deal, either, as Raleigh has its fair share, 
according to Chris Fitzsimon of N.C. 
Policy Watch. When the Employment 
Security Commission reported Friday 
that the layoff of 7,600 teacher assistants, 
university employees and other state 
workers pushed the unemployment rate 
to 9.9 percent in June, up from 9.7 percent 
in May, N.C. Republican Party Chair 
Robin Hayes couldn’t have been happier, 
telling The Associated Press the Repub-
licans’ plans were working perfectly and 
he hoped more state workers would lose 
their jobs. Hayes seems to have forgot-
ten that those 20,000 employees who 
were fired are no longer spending their 
paychecks in their communities. …
 My favorite political analogy of the 
week: Uncle Sam is fat, but he is fat on 
both sides of his body. Republicans see 
him fat only on the left, while Demo-
crats point out the right side of his body 
harbors tax loopholes for the rich and cor-
porate welfare. If Uncle Sam lost all his 
weight on only one side, then he would 
be lopsided and in bad health. But bad 
enough for national health-care reform?
 David Brown is publisher of the Chero-
kee Scout. You can reach him by phone, 
837-5122; fax, 837-5832; or e-mail, 
dbrown@cherokeescout.com. You also can 
follow him at twitter.com/Scoutpublisher.
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