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OUR MISSION

    The Cherokee Scout is published with pride 
for the people of Cherokee and adjoining coun-
ties by Community Newspapers Inc., Athens, Ga. 
We believe that strong newspapers build strong 
communities. “Newspapers get things done!” Our 
primary goal is to publish distinguished and proXt-
able community-oriented newspapers. This mission 
will be accomplished through the teamwork of 
professionals dedicated to truth, integrity, loyalty, 
quality and hard work.

Dink NeSmith, president
Tom Wood, chairman

LETTERS POLICY
We welcome your comments and opinions at 

the Cherokee Scout.

u A signature, address and phone number 
must accompany all letters to the editor.

u Letters should be typed, if possible, and 
double-spaced.

u The word limit for letters to the editor and 
general news releases is 300 words.

u The word limit for guest columns and sub-
mitted feature articles is 450 words.

u Limit anyone being thanked to 25.
u Photos are encouraged, with identiXcation.
u The Scout reserves the right to edit all let-

ters for clarity, length and libel.
u Deadline for submissions is noon Monday.
u Mail letters to: Cherokee Scout, P.O. Box 

190, Murphy, NC 28906.
u E-mail letters to: news@cherokeescout.com 

(include a phone number for veriXcation).
u Fax letters to: 828-837-5832.

ONLINE POLL

Member

OUR VIEW

YOUR VIEW

 The Mountain Youth School SADD but 
TRU team recently went to four conve-
nience stores – Big D on U.S. 64 West, 
Ranger Convenience, Grizzly Bear and 
Fatback’s – as part of our “Operation 
Storefront” project.
 We did an assessment at every store, 
looking for placement of tobacco prod-
ucts, tobacco advertisements at a child’s 
eye view, total number of “We Card” signs, 
tobacco signs by the road, and also looked 
for ways teenagers might steal tobacco. 
We also encouraged the clerks and own-
ers to check for identification of anyone 
buying tobacco.
 Ranger Convenience had 40 tobacco 
ads ,and two of their five “We Card” signs 
were covered up. There were quite a 
few ways we saw in the Ranger station 
that would make it easy for teens to get 
tobacco. The big department in the back 
was unlocked, which made it easier. The 
cigar products were right next to the door. 
Young children and teens would walk 
inside to get a soda or pack of bubble gum 

and see nothing but tobacco ads, which in-
creases the chance of them using tobacco 
when they get older.
 Big D and Grizzly Bear both made im-
provements, and removed some tobacco 
ads or locked up tobacco products since 
other SADD but TRU clubs visited them 
last year.
 Fatback’s is a good, caring and respect-
ful convenience store. They have one 
tobacco sign but five “We Card” signs, 
which marks it out. Their tobacco prod-
ucts are all behind the counter. Children 
can walk in with their parents, and without 
seeing tobacco ads they’ll see toys, bubble 
gum machines, magazines and such.
 All convenience stores should be like 
Fatback’s when it comes to tobacco. Peo-
ple can still come in and get their tobacco 
without it being advertised to children.

Ryan Cothern
Heather Lockaby

Martins Creek
 The writers are students at Mountain 
Youth School.

Tobacco must be hidden from children

School right 
to fight court
 Charles Haynes’ column,
“Giles County and the Ten 
Commandments,” in the 
Feb. 2 edition of the Cherokee 
Scout distorts the meaning of 
the First Amendment.
 Our Founding Fathers 
did not want the federal 
government to create a state 
church.
 The 10th Amendment 
protects the rights of Giles 
County, Va., to handle 
religious matters free from 
intrusion. “The powers not 
regulated to the United 
States, nor prohibited by it 
to the States, are reserved to 
the States respectively, or to 
the people.”
 Has Haynes forgotten 
the Declaration of Indepen-
dence? “We hold these truths 
to be self-evident, that all 
men are created equal, that 
they are endowed by their 
Creator with certain unalien-
able rights, that among these 
are Life, Liberty and The 
Pursuit of Happiness.”
 Rights come from divine 
providence, not from federal 

courts. Constitutionally, the 
leaders of Giles County can 
promote the Ten Command-
ments. We should try these 
three out for size.
 “Thou shall not steal.” 
Congressmen steal from 
future generations by bor-
rowing/printing trillions of 
dollars. Moreover, they steal 
from us by passing them-
selves yearly increases.
 “Thou shall not murder.” 
Last year, there were 14,000 
murders in America. Yearly, 
we destroy our greatest
“God-given” natural re-
source. By debasing that 
“God-given” biological 
reserve, we have bought and 
paid for an inequality that is 
dismantling our economical, 
political and sociocultural 
cycles of life.
 “Thou shall not covet thy 
neighbor’s house.” Banks 
are gaining homes, while 
families ride the foreclosure 
wave. Foreclosures may 
hit all-time record in 2011. 
Yet, many banks refuse to 
renegotiate home loans to a 
manageable range in order 
for families to stay in homes.
 The Ten Commandments 
are truths that were  the an-

chors of many state constitu-
tions. After reading Haynes 
column, I was reminded of 
the line from Network: “I am 
mad as hell; I am not going 
to take this anymore.”

James Keenum
Murphy

Connect to
God’s word
 As Christians or followers 
of Jesus Christ, we are to be 
different than others. I don’t 
mean strange. We are to be 
like Christ. We are to show 
the love of God to all people. 
 In our society today, the 
term “if it feels good, do it” 
has become a way for many, 
and they don’t see any wrong 
in it. We have to show the 
example that Jesus Christ is 
the only way to live a good 
and meaningful life.
 Want to make a huge dif-
ference in the people around 
you? Get connected to the 
only source of hope and 
truth – the word of God.
 Are you walking the talk 
for Jesus?

Frank F. Combs
Murphy
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Should the N.C. Legislature ban all uses of 

cell phones when driving?

q Yes, safety is paramount on our highways.
q No, we have many more pressing issues.
q As long as the phone is hands-free, it 
shouldn’t be a problem.

Last week’s results (as of 2 p.m. Tuesday):

What did you think of Gov. Beverly Perdue’s 

State of the State address Monday night?

q I watched it and liked it; she’s on the right 
track. – 17 votes, 17 percent.
q I watched it but didn’t like it; she’s on the 
wrong track. – 14 votes, 14 percent.
q I couldn’t watch it because of my satellite 
provider. – 30 votes, 29 percent.
q I didn’t watch it because I just don’t care. 
– 41 votes, 40 percent.

Cast your vote at www.

cherokeescout.com 

and www.Facebook.

com/Cherokee Scout

Cell phone ban a waste of time
B

anning the use of cellular 
phones has come up before 
in the N.C. General Assem-

bly, but it never passed.
 Earlier this month, state Sen. 
Charlie Dannelly (D-Charlotte) 
decided to take another shot at it 
when he introduced a bill to ban 
the use of cell phones while driv-
ing. The bill also bans choosing 
music, taking photographs, check-
ing Web sites and playing games.
 According to the Asheville Citi-
zen-Times, Dannelly cited statistics 
from the National Highway Traf-
fic Safety Administration showing 
there were 5,474 deaths on U.S.  

highways due to distracted driving 
to prove his point.
 Locally, Murphy Police Chief 
Justin Jacobs said there have been 
some minor accidents in the city 
limits, and he has written tickets 
to drivers under age 18. Despite 
there being a low instance of ac-
cidents here involving cell phones, 
Jacobs supports the bill.
 N.C. Highway Patrol Sgt. Derek 
Tilley also reported only working 
a few minor accidents involving 
cell phone usage, but it was not the 
contributing factor in the incident. 
He was indifferent to the bill.
 As our state faces a $3 billion 

shortfall, legislators need to get 
serious about fixing our economy 
and quite worrying about potential 
problems that will not contribute to 
solving our budget woes.
 A cell phone/music ban would 
be hard to enforce, plus it would 
take law enforcement officers 
away from handling higher-priority 
items like violent crime. And there 
is still such a thing as personal 
freedom in America.
 The new party in power needs 
to get busy fixing the budget and 
bringing jobs to western North 
Carolina – not worrying about 
who’s using a phone while driving.

I 
never thought I would be dealing 
with earthquakes when I moved to 
western North Carolina.

 I never experienced one while living 
in Marble, but I have experienced two 
since moving into a new home in Hot 
House in July 2009. 
 The first one in 
August 2009 hap-
pened while I was out 
walking our dog. It 
was a 3.2 magnitude 
that upset my wife, a 
native of California.
 A second earth-
quake occurred at 
2:14 a.m. Friday. This one was merely a 
2.3 magnitude, but it woke up my wife 
and her cat, also a California native. 
And while she didn’t find out until I told 
her, she was not happy to be part of a 
second earthquake. She was living in 
Los Angeles during the 1994 North-
ridge quake, which measured 6.7.
 After all the shaking, I researched 
earthquakes in our area of the world on 
the U.S. Geological Survey Web site.
 While most of the quakes in western 
North Carolina and eastern Tennessee 
were minor, there was a big one near 
Waynesville. It measured 5.2 and hap-
pened at 11:39 p.m. Feb. 21, 1916. It is 
the largest one in North Carolina.
 The survey says, “Tops of chimneys 
were thrown to the ground; window-
panes were broken in many houses; 
and people rushed into the streets 
at Waynesville. At Sevierville, Tenn., 
about 70 kilometers northwest of 
Waynesville, bricks were shaken from 
chimneys. In Wear’s Cove, about 16 
kilometers southwest of Sevierville, the 
flow of water in springs increased and 
in places water became muddy. Minor 
damage was reported in eastern Ten-
nessee at Athens, Knoxville, Maryville, 
Morristown and Newport; at Tryon; 
and at Bristol, Va. Also reported felt 
in Alabama, Georgia, Kentucky, South 
Carolina and West Virginia.”

u
 My column on pit bulls attacking and 
killing Bonnie Bojarski’s family pet has 
created a lot of concern with readers.
 I followed up with Bojarski on Mon-
day. She said she knows who owns the 
dogs and is trying to make contact with 
the owner. She went to the owner’s 
house Sunday with a deputy, but appar-
ently no one was home. The property is 
gated, which begs the question of how 
and why these dogs are allowed to run 
around unsupervised.
 Some neighbors have installed elec-
tric fences. She was told by the deputy 
that if she feels threatened, she can 
shoot the dogs. Let’s hope it doesn’t 
come to that – or worse.
 Robert Horne is editor of the Chero-
kee Scout. You can reach him by phone, 
837-5122; fax, 837-5832; or e-mail, 
editor@cherokeescout.com.

Hot House 
still shakin’

MY VIEW

Bonfires not 
fun in forest

O
ne of the risks of being in the 
newspaper business is we operate 
in large part on the honor sys-

tem. Can you imagine going into a store 
where no clerk is working, getting what 
you want, then leaving some quarters 
on the counter to 
be retrieved later? I 
can’t, either, yet ev-
ery week we expect 
kind readers to only 
pull one copy out of 
the box for every 75 
cents they put in.
 Most weeks, things 
work out well. We 
live in a part of the 
world I’d like to think is more honest 
than most, so it’s easier to overlook 
some negative and focus on the positive. 
However, every now and then something 
happens that makes me wonder just what, 
exactly, is wrong with people.
 On Monday, a U.S. Forest Service 
helicopter was searching for a fire in 
Tarheel North. Off the cul-de-sac at the 
end of Tarheel Drive is a dirt road. Down 
the gravel, they found several bundles 
of newspapers and a couple wood pallets 
that had been set on fire in a clearing, 
volunteer firefighter Ernest Cable said.
 Fortunately, our fine firefighters had 
the situation under control in no time. But 
it could have been much worse.
 “The papers caught fire and were 
picked up by the wind and spread into the 
forest,” Cherokee County fire inspector 
Steve Baumgartner wrote in an e-mail 
alerting us to what happened. “Who takes 
your misprints away on pallets? Are they 
normally recycled or given away? What is 
the process for discarding print flaws off 
the presses?”
 Good questions. Here’s some answers.
 The Scout has a long history of giving 
away old newspapers, pallets and end 
rolls to anyone who asks. From art proj-
ects in school classrooms to lining dog 
pens to providing kindling, we’ve always 
operated with the idea that it’s better to 
recycle everything we can rather than 
just send it to the landfill. That’s why our 
newspapers are printed on 100 percent 
recycled newsprint and environmentally 
friendly soy-based ink.
 As a result, there’s no way to know 
who stopped by the Scout’s press plant 
last week and picked up several bundles 
of “waste” newspapers from around the 
Dumpster out back. These copies aren’t 
usable because the color isn’t in registra-
tion yet, and there’s no way to keep tabs 
on the Dumpster other than to lock it at 
night. I’m guessing that isn’t done very of-
ten at any business, and the garbage folks 
– as well as myself – wouldn’t like it if 
they came by with the truck and couldn’t 
take out the trash.
 The Scout may be a weekly newspa-
per, but our press plant operates like a 
daily, printing The News Observer in Blue 
Ridge, Ga., on Mondays and Thursdays; 
the Scout and North Georgia News of 
Blairsville on Tuesdays; the Towns County 
Herald, The Graham Star, Andrews Jour-
nal and Clay County Progress on Wednes-
days; and special sections on Thursdays 
and Fridays. Without all this work, we 
wouldn’t have jobs for 11 associates.
 The folks who deliver our newspapers 
know better than to litter, as just one of-
fense would get them fired, so there’s no 
logical reason why anyone would drive to 
the edge of Tarheel to unload anything.
 Since bottles and cans were found at 
the scene, what likely happened is teen-
agers or young adults had a bonfire out in 
the woods over the weekend, then went 
back and burned off the remainder Mon-
day. But with the earth still dry and winds 
whipping up at any moment, a fun bonfire 
easily can become a tragic forest fire.
 The Scout will continue to give away 
end rolls, old newspapers and wood pal-
lets. However, if this happens again, we’ll 
have no choice but to make people sign 
for them in the future. Let’s all be respon-
sible and let freedom reign.
 David Brown is publisher of the Chero-
kee Scout. You can reach him by phone, 
837-5122; fax, 837-5832; or e-mail, 
dbrown@cherokeescout.com. You also can 
follow him at twitter.com/Scoutpublisher.


