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 Murphy

H
iwassee Dam High 
School counselor 
Tammy Roberts 

took a line test, traditionally 
given to drivers suspected of 
being under the influence, 
while a N.C. Highway Patrol 
trooper watched. Roberts 
swayed, put her arms out for 
balance and failed.
 “I felt out of control walk-
ing that. I felt wobbly and 
shaky,” Roberts said, remov-
ing drunk goggles designed 
to skew the vision of the 
wearer.
 Roberts joined in with 
Hiwassee Dam and Tri-
County Early College high 
school students during the 
Save a Life tour, a national 
alcohol awareness program, 
which visited Murphy and 
Andrews on April 19-20. 
 The tour travels interna-
tionally to allow the public 
to see, hear and experience 
the dangers of drinking and 
driving, whether you’re over 
the legal limit or “legally 
intoxicated,” said speaker 
Andrew Tipton of Grand 
Rapids, Mich.
 Tipton gave presentations 
to middle and high school 
students and described a 
series of wrong decisions 
in his high school and early 
college life. The audience 
was silent when he re-
counted another decision 

he made, which involved 
getting into a car with his 
two drunk friends and 
ending the joyride with a 
body count. Both of Tipton’s 
friends died, which moti-
vated him to help prevent 
others from losing their life 
in the same way.
 The students also were 
shown a brief video show-
ing graphic and real images 
from alcohol-induced car 
and motorcycle crashes. 
Jenni Irwin, director of the 
Coalition for a Safe and 
Drug-free Cherokee County, 
said seventh- and eighth-
graders were invited to the 
program due to findings 
from the 2010 Pride Survey, 
an annual alcohol, tobacco 
and drug survey distributed 
to county students, adminis-
tered through the coalition.
 “The reason we encour-
aged middle schools to 
come was from our data we 
are seeing the perception of 
harm in regards to alcohol 
goes down between fifth 
and seventh grade,” Irwin 
said.
 The middle school stu-
dents were shown an edited 
version of the video that was 
more appropriate for that 
age group, Irwin said. 
 After the presentation,  
the students were free 
to participate in various 
demonstrations setup by the 
Highway Patrol, and  
the Murphy and Andrews 

police departments. 
 Drunk goggles were sup-
plied so teenagers could try 
to bowl, shoot basketballs 
or walk a straight line. The 
tour’s showstopper that cre-
ated the most buzz, beyond 
the grisly video scenes and 
Tipton’s personal tragedy, 
was an impaired driving 
simulator.
 The simulator, comprised 
of three video displays and a 

full steering console, shows 
how alcohol affects reflex, 
vision and depth perception. 
Two giant display screens 
were set up on each side of 
the driver so the audience 
could watch on. The instruc-
tions were simple – drive 
the car without getting cited 
for a DUI.
 “It was terrible, abso-
lutely terrible. It was out of 
control. I was out of control. 

For me, the main thing is, 
you don’t think that on level 
one or two you can’t control 
it. You think you’re OK and 
you’re not,” said Hiwassee 
Dam student Carly Parsons, 
18.
 Hiwassee Dam junior 
Cody Johnson said the 
simulator was realistic and 
probably the only thing 
he will take away from the 
event.
 “The further on you get 
into it, the traffic starts to 
become an issue. I think the 
simulator makes a bigger 
difference. I don’t think 
the video makes as much a 
difference as the simulator,” 
Johnson said.
 Hiwassee Dam senior 
Baron Roberts, 17, strapped 
himself into the Seat Belt 
Convincer, an interactive 
demonstration provided by 
the Murphy Police Depart-
ment to experience the force 
of impact when a car travel-
ing between 5-7 mph is hit 
head on. 
 In less than 10 seconds, 
the participant feels the 
abrupt pull of the belt, and 

most don’t anticipate the 
violent sensation of impact.
 “It made me chatter my 
teeth together. It was hard-
core,” Roberts said.
 Mohammed Adam, a 
junior at the early college, 
said the tour visit will influ-
ence how some students will 
make decisions in the future 
because “it shows us what 
could happen.”
 Matthew Thorley, also a 
junior at the early college, 
may be one of the students 
Adam was talking about. 
After taking the line test 
with the drunk goggles on, 
Thorley, 16, said, “It was an 
eye-opening experience. It 
offsets the line to the left. 
 “I didn’t think it would 
mess with your vision that 
much.”
 The program was funded 
in part by a grant provided 
to the coalition from the 
Cherokee County Juvenile 
Crime Prevention Council to 
fulfill the coalition’s preven-
tion goals shared the with 
the HEART A+ (help elimi-
nate alcohol-related traffic 
accidents) program.

T
he Cherokee Scout is 
searching for mother 
and daughter look-

alikes with uncannily similar 
features for our annual 

Mother’s Day photo contest. 
Murphy’s Chophouse 
restaurant has generously 
decided to treat the winners 
to a $100 gift certificate. 

 Please e-mail photographs 
to editor@cherokeescout.
com or drop them by our 
office at 89 Sycamore St. 
in Murphy. Photos must be 
turned in by 5 p.m. Thurs-
day, May 12. The winners 
and all entries will be pub-
lished in our Wednesday, 
May 18, edition.
 Last year’s winning 
mother/daughter team was 
Chelsey Lovingood and 
Amy Willingham.
 
Church hosts cookout
 Tickets are on sale for the 
St. William Catholic Church 
men’s group Hot off the 
Grill cookout from 4-7 p.m. 
Thursday at the church pa-
vilion on 765 Andrews Road 
in Murphy.
 All proceeds will benefit 

the Far West Families First 
program of the Office of 
Economic Opportunity and 
Catholic Social Services. 
The program is a ministry 
outreach effort that provides 
resources such as financial 
literacy to families in west-
ern North Carolina.
 Each ticket is $7, which 
covers a meal of grilled 
chicken, baked beans, cole-
slaw and desert. Carry-out 
meals also are available. 
 Tickets must be pur-
chased in advance by calling 
835-3535.  

Concert for Japan
 A concert to benefit the 
city of Minami Soma, Japan, 
will be from 7-11 p.m Sat-
urday at the Union County 
Arena in Blairsville, Ga.
 Hall of Fame musicians 
Tommy Barnes, Billy Don 
Burns and Gibson & Mi-
leti will perform, and local 
band Bauman/Stambaugh
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A sobering experience
Drunk driving simulator shows teens 
dangers of driving while intoxicated

Photos by SCOTT WALLACE/swallace@cherokeescout.com

Carly Parsons, a senior at Hiwassee Dam High School, Xnds driving on a simulator that mimics the slowed reaction time 
of a person legally intoxicated much tougher than she anticipated. Guiding her is Andrew Tipton of Grand Rapids, Mich., 
spokesperson for the Save a Life tour, which visited Murphy High School on April 19.

Much to the delight of his friends in the back, Hiwassee 
Dam High School senior Baron Roberts has quite a bit of 
trouble walking a double white line while wearing the “beer 
goggles.”

Cindi Herr – tobacco prevention coordinator for Chero-
kee, Clay and Graham counties (at left) – watches while 
Hiwassee Dam High School junior Haley Rollins tries – and 
fails – to knock down bowling pins while wearing “beer 
goggles.”

Looking through a pair of Murphy Police Department’s 
;beer goggles,< which simulate the skewed vision of some-
one under the inYuence of alcohol.

Amy Willingham and her daughter, Chelsey Lovingood, 
won last year’s mother/daughter look-alilke contest.
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