
Class Syllabus: Language Arts, Mrs. Skavdahl 
7th/8th Grade Language Arts - Room 317 

Chadron Middle School 
 

Instructor: Aurelia (Reidi) Skavdahl 

E-mail: aurelia.skavdahl@chadronschools.net 

Website: https://sites.google.com/a/chadronschools.net/cms-language-arts-7-8/  

 

My Schedule: 

A DAYS  B DAYS 

1. 1A (7th)  1.  PLAN 

2.  PLAN  2. 2B (8th) 

3.  3A (8th)    3. 3B (7th) 

4.  4A (7th)  4. 4B (8th) 
 

Course Description: 

This class is focused on improving your vocabulary, writing, and thinking skills to prepare you 

to be successful in high school and life.  

 

Assignments: 

I have a website where you’ll be able to find assignments, links, and all the information you’ll 

need for class. Please visit. 

 

https://sites.google.com/a/chadronschools.net/cms-language-arts-7-8/ 

 

Grading: 

● We will follow the school’s grading system. In this class, your grade will be broken 

down as follows: 

● Summative Assessments: Tests/Projects- 60% (formal essays/vocabulary & unit 

tests, quizzes, etc.) 

● Formative Assessments- 40%  

○ Skills Exercises- 15% (informal class work/activities/worksheets) 

○ Writing- 15% (journals/informal essays) 

○ *Participation- 10% 

*A note about participation: participation does not merely mean that you 

are physically present and active in class. It means you are giving your best 

effort. Points will be earned accordingly. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:aurelia.smith@chadronschools.net
https://sites.google.com/a/chadronschools.net/cms-language-arts-7-8/


Classroom Rules: 

1. Try your best! 

2. Ms. Smith’s 30-Second Rule- I’ll explain this in class. 

● If I am talking, you are expected to pay attention. You will have plenty of opportunities 

to express yourself at appropriate times. In return, I promise to respect you when you 

need my attention. 

3. Respect yourself and others at all times 

● We are a family and I have a zero-tolerance policy regarding bullying or 

mean-heartedness. I expect you to support and encourage each other. If I see anything 

less than this, there will be consequences. 

● T.H.I.N.K. before you speak! Is it True? Is it Helpful? Is it Inspiring? Is it Necessary? 

Is it Kind? No? Then you probably don’t need to say it.  

4. Absences/Missing Work 

● If a student is absent, he or she must take the responsibility to find out what was 

missed.  

● Whenever possible, notify the office for pre-arranged absences. Students should go to 

the office and get a pre-arranged slip. I expect all work that is missed due to 

pre-arranged absence (such as sports or Dr. appointments) to be done by the next time 

you have this class. 

● For unplanned absences, missed assignments/notes can be found in the 

“Missing Work” folder hanging on the info center. PLEASE MAKE SURE YOU 

ARE FAMILIAR WITH THIS SYSTEM AND KNOW WHERE TO FIND THINGS! 

● Since we have class every other day, students will have ONE class after an 

absence to get work done and in. If students do not turn in work by that time, it 

will be considered late.  

○ Example: If you are gone on a Monday, the next class we would have would be 

on Wednesday. Therefore, I expect you to have things done and turned in on the 

next class we have after that, Friday.  

○ If you are gone on a Thursday, the next time you would have this class would be 

Monday. Therefore, I expect you to have things done and turned in the 

following class, Wednesday.  

● I will accept late work; HOWEVER, every day that the assignment is late, there will be 

a reduction in points.  

● If a student does not make up the work that was missed within one week of 

it being late, it turns into a ZERO. 

○ If a late assignment becomes a zero, it stays. Don’t ask about it right before the 

end of the quarter.  

5. No Names 

● You must remember to write your name on each turned in assignment. If you do not, it 

will go into the “No Name” folder on the student center and it will be your 

responsibility to find it, write your name on it, and hand it back in. 

● If you hand something it without your name on it, I will take off a few points.  

6. Homework 

● You will rarely have much homework for this class if you stay on task. However, if 

something does not get finished due to lack of focus, it becomes homework.  

7. Tardiness 



● Every student is expected to attend class daily and be on time. I expect every student to 

be in his or her seat when the bell rings. Simply being in the classroom does not mean 

you are on time.  

● If you are late and do not have a pass, you’ll be marked as tardy. 

● If you are consistently not prepared and have to go back to your locker, I will start 

marking you as tardy.  

8. Be Prepared, Have Your Supplies 

● Coming to class prepared is very important. Every day, each student must have: 

1.) Pen/pencil  

2.) Your 3-Ring Binder 

3.) SSR book 

4.) Any outside materials you might use/need in this class. 

10. Plagiarism (Copying) or Cheating 

● If you are ever caught copying classmates’ assignments or tests, it will result in an 

automatic zero and parent/administrative involvement.  

● If you have materials out that you can see during a test, I have to assume they could be 

used to cheat and this will result in an automatic zero.  

11. Going out of the Room 

● If you need to use the restroom during class, or leave for any reason (other than 

extreme emergencies) you must ask in a non-disruptive manner. I’ll sign your planner, 

and you may go.  

12. Manners 

● Please and thank you are a must for my classroom! I expect everyone to be polite and 

respectful of other students, myself, and school property.  

○ If you use something (pull out papers or games) please leave things as you 

found them and clean up before departing. 

● No swearing or mean-heartedness. 

 

Classroom Procedures: 

A typical day… 

1. Come in, get going 

Quietly get your three-ring binder, journal, classroom materials, and sit in your seat.  

2. Copy the day’s agenda in your planner 

3. Bell-Ringer/Warm-ups 

The beginning of every class period will start with a bell-ringer, or warm-up. Start 

working on this right after you get the agenda in your planner. 

4. Class Body 

In this class, we will focus on vocabulary, grammar, and writing. I ask that you focus 

and work well with your classmates to accomplish our daily goals.  

5. Free time 

If you finish an assignment early, you may… 

● Read your SSR book 

● Work on other homework if you brought it with you  

7. Put away your material within the last 3 minutes of class.  

8. When the bell rings, wait until I dismiss you. The bell doesn't dismiss you; I do.  

I’m looking forward to a great year with you!!!!  

Parents/Guardians, 



I am excited to start a new year as your child’s teacher! I will respect every student and 

do everything I can to make learning interesting in a safe and comfortable environment.  

 

We will need certain materials for this class. By next class, please bring: 

- 3-Ring binder with lined paper 

- 5 binder dividers 

- Spiral or composition notebook for journal 

- Highlighters (if you can spare them)  

 

Please sign the bottom portion of this paper after reviewing all the information. Feel 

free to contact me with any questions or concerns.  

 

 

Thank you, 

Mrs. Skavdahl 

 

 

 

Parent/Guardian 

 

I have read and understand all the rules, policies, and procedures for Ms. Skavdahl’s class. 

 

Print Name______________________________________ 

  

 

Parent/Guardian Signature _____________________________Date________ 

 

 

Student 

 

I understand and agree to follow all the rules and policies of Mrs. Skavdahl’s class and 

Chadron Public Middle School. 

 

Print Name______________________________________ 

  

 

Student Signature ____________________________________Date________ 

 

 

 

 


