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This presentation will examine contemporary misogynistic movements and their victims.
Prior views of gender roles have biologized gender differences and pathologized non-
normative gender behaviors. Contemporary misogynies often rely on these same narratives
while utilizing social media and the internet global business reach. The presentation will
explore how the barrage of misogynistic messages can lead to such behaviors as purchasing
women/wives online (e.g., "mail order brides," trafficking) or joining hate-filled gender-
focused groups such as InCels (i.e., Involuntary Celibates responsible for several deadly
attacks on women in recent years). Historical contributions and current trends will be
explored through a psychoanalytic lens, including contemporary scholars who write about
gender, sexuality, and globalization such as Sara Ahmed (UK) and Mari Ruti (Canada). Case
vignettes of clinical work with "mail order brides" and their children in the U.S. will be
presented. The audience will be encouraged to dialogue about transference and
countransference issues in working with individuals who are directly impacted by new forms
of misogyny.



Oksana Yakushko, PhD is Chair of Clinical Psychology at Pacifica Graduate

Institute in California; a clinician in private practice; and a psychoanalytic

candidate at National Training in Psychoanalysis (New York, NY). Her scholarly

work has focused on issues related to immigration, especially xenophobia,

human trafficking, and complex immigrant adaptation processes. More

recently Dr. Yakushko has addressed these topics from critical psychoanalytic

standpoints, including in her recent book Modern Day Xenophobia (Palgrave,

2019) and upcoming book Scientific Pollyannaism (Palgrave, in press). She has

also published and presented on the history of eugenics: in Western academic

psychology, in relation to the exclusion of psychoanalysis, and the rise of

contemporary forms of misogyny and racism. Her clinical practice includes

many recent immigrants, including "mail order brides" and diverse individuals

facing contemporary forms of gender discrimination.

 

Learning Objectives: 
After attending the conference in its entirety, participants will be able to:

 

(1) Identify 2 examples of historical and contemporary forms of "scientific

sexism" in relation to individual gendered experiences (i.e., "alpha males,"

women as "breeders") and 2 examples of cultural misogyny manifestations

such as InCels (Involuntary Celibates) and "mail order bride" phenomena.

 

(2) Describe 2 clinical implications of psychoanalytic theories of self, gender,

and development relating to these phenomena, drawing especially on the

views of Freud, Ferenczi, Fairbairn, Klein, Bollas, Fanon, and Layton.
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