
Land Use Designations for State Resource Assessments

Land Use Definition

Crop Land used primarily for the production and harvest of annual or perennial field, forage, food, fiber, horticultural and/or 

energy crops.

Range Land used primarily for the production of grazing animals and wildlife. Includes native plant communities and those seeded to 

native or introduced species, or naturalized by introduced species, that are ecologically managed using range management 

principles.

Pasture Lands compose of introduced or domesticated native forage species that is used primarily for the production of domestic 

livestock. They receive periodic renovation and/or cultural treatments, such as tillage, fertilization, mowing, weed control, 

and may be irrigated. They are not in rotation with crops.

Forest Land on which the primary vegetation is forest (climax, natural or introduced plant community) and use is primarily for 

production of wood products and/or non-timber forest products.

Other Associated Ag Land Land associated with farms and ranches that are not purposefully managed for food, forage or fiber and are typically 

associated with nearby production and/or conservation lands.  This could include incidental areas such as: idle center pivot 

corners, odd areas, draws, hedgerows, riparian areas, field edges, seasonal and permanent wetlands, rocky outcrop, and 

other similar areas.  It also includes the headquarters area used for facilities and supporting infrastructure where farming, 

forestry, animal husbandry and ranching activities are often initiated.  This may include dwellings, equipment storage plus 

farm input and output storage and handling facilities.  In addition land dedicated to the facilitation and production of high 

intensity animal agriculture in a confinement facility (Includes areas such as milking barns, holding lots, heavy use areas, 

waste treatment and storage facilities, composting facilities, feed mixing facilities, poultry houses, farrowing houses, fish 

production facilities and other equipment or feed storage facilities essential to the production of confined animals).  This may 

include land enrolled in USDA easement programs that is not used for the production of food, forage, or fiber.


