
 

 

 

 

 

A Letter to President Obama on Fostering a Generation of Makers 

 

President Barack Obama      May 30, 2014 

The White House 

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW 

Washington, DC 20500 

 

Dear President Obama: 

As leaders of universities, colleges, museums and science centers, community organizations, 

public school systems, and other educational institutions in Cleveland and Northeast Ohio, we 

want to do our part to make the most of these opportunities.  As the White House prepares to 

hold its first-ever Maker Faire, we are convening our community to make significant regional 

commitments to collaborating around Maker education.  Just this morning, we convened 40 

people from 23 organizations over a three-county region to create a map of Making in Northeast 

Ohio and discuss how we can partner for maximum community impact.   

While we are still synthesizing all of the great conversations that took place today, we can report 

that an extraordinary commitment to Making exists in Northeast Ohio, a true Maker region with 

deep roots in the tradition of creating and innovating.  Our regional institutions are committed to 

promoting and supporting Making through broad regional programs that address audiences from 

cradle to post-career, including: 

 Birth to Pre-K and Grades K-3:  summer camps, after-school activities, arts education, 

field trips, LEGO programming, social media, community-based clubs, library programs, 

early-childhood center programs, and museum programs 

 Grades 4-8:  all of the above, plus clubs, after-school programs, competitions, and formal 

STEM schools 

 Grades 9-12:  all of the above, plus internship and volunteer experiences, apprenticeships, 

festivals and fairs 

 College and University:  additive manufacturing degrees, Maker spaces, 2- and 4-year 

degree programs, research, workforce development 

 

 



 Adult Education:  teacher/educator professional development, continuing education, 

career and technology centers, open Maker and FabLab spaces, clubs and workshops, 

recreation and community centers, private/public partnership coalitions, tech incubators, 

virtual learning, and museum and library programs 

 Communities:  meet-ups and networking events, clubs, competitions, museum and 

science center exhibits, workshops, events and festivals, private and public Maker and 

FabLab spaces 

The organizations in our region Make for many reasons, chief among them to encourage 

creativity, experimentation, problem-solving, and self-efficacy among the youth, adults, and 

families of our region.  We are working together to develop a more comprehensive set of steps 

that we as a community can take in working together around our common commitments to a 

Maker culture in Northeast Ohio.   

Thank you for your leadership and commitment to advancing U.S. STEM education.  We look 

forward to working with you and your Administration to make this effort a huge success. 

Sincerely yours, 

 

Kirsten Ellenbogen, Ph.D.     Lisa Camp  

President and CEO      Associate Dean, Strategic Initiatives 

Great Lakes Science Center     Case Western Reserve University 

 

Attachments: “Mind Map” of Maker Activity in Northeast Ohio 

  List of Community Maker Meeting Organizations from May 30, 2014 

  



 

DRAFT “Mind Map” of Maker Activity in Northeast Ohio 

Maker Community Meeting, May 30, 2014 

 

 

  



 

 

Maker Community Meeting Participants 

May 30, 2014 

Buckeye Educational Systems 

Case Western Reserve University 

Center for Arts-Inspired Learning 

Cleveland Metropolitan School District 

Cleveland Museum of Art 

Cleveland Public Library 

Cleveland State University 

Cuyahoga County Community College 

Cuyahoga County Public Library 

Great Lakes Science Center 

Ingenuity Cleveland 

Kent State University 

Lorain County Community College 

MAGNET (Manufacturing Advocacy and Growth Network) 

NASA Glenn Research Center 

NorTech 

Oh! Wow Children’s Museum, Youngstown 

Teaching Institute for Excellence in STEM (TIES) 

Tiny Circuits 

University of Akron 

Youngstown State University 


