
 

Resource Hours 
Quisque interdum turpis 
accumsan sem. Donec odio mi, 
dapibus id, mattis rhoncus, 
semper non, tellus. 

The school has received some 
extra resources from the 
Department of Education. 
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The Most Wonderful Time of the Year? 

Winter Fair 
Come along to our winter fair 
tomorrow (28th November) on 
Dublin Street. All proceeds come 
back to the school. We 
appreciate your support. 

It’s unavoidable and it’s everywhere, with December beginning next 
week, Christmas will be all around us. While, for most people in our 
school, it’s a very exciting, happy and joyful experience, for others 
Christmas can be a very stressful and sometimes difficult time of the 
year. There are others in our school who do not celebrate Christmas 
and we must ensure that no one is made to feel like an outsider 
during this time. As we approach the season, at our school, please 
remember that December is always a very busy and emotional time 
for families. As many of you will be familiar, at our school we 
celebrate the many belief systems out there so your children will no 
doubt come home speaking about Yule, Kwanzaa, Chanukah (and 
maybe even Festivus J) as well as Christmas. We will be kicking off 
celebrations tomorrow with a craft fair on Dublin Street and we 
would encourage you all to go along to check out the beautiful crafts 
on offer. We will also be holding a winter concert on Thursday, 18th 
December and free tickets will be distributed next week along with 
further information. Finally, keep an eye out this evening for the 
Late Late Toy Show as you might spot Hannah in 2nd class opening 
the show with her dance group! 

Until the next newsletter, keep happy, safe and learning 

Simon 
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Thanks to Hugo Jellett, we have been offered the 
EIGSE (Carlow Arts Festival) premises in Dublin 
Street - a fantastic location! - with the people of 
Carlow as our customers -  let's make the most of 
it! 
 
We’re really looking forward to the Winter Fair 
tomorrow on 28th November from 10am to 6pm. 
The children have been supporting the fair as well 
with each class creating some wonderful crafts to 
buy. I’m sure you will all agree that their work is 
beautiful and it’s lovely to see them doing their bit 
to help the school as we try and raise as much 
money as we can to help maintain the school. 
 
In the fair, you’ll find creations from the children 
including: 
 

• Reindeer Food 
• Personalised Dishes 
• Festive Boxes 
• Clay Models and Decorations 

 
Every class has created something so be sure to 
come along and check it out. We also have a vast 
array of arts and crafts and gift ideas all made by 
local artists, which might make good Christmas 
presents for your loved ones. Tea, coffee and hot 
chocolate will be available too. 
 

Winter Fair 
 

Winter Concert 
 
Due to the increase in numbers in our school, 
we will run two concerts this year.  Both 
concerts will be held on Thursday 18th of 
December. 
 
Concert 1  Junior Infants to 1st  inclusive will 
take place on 18/12/14 at 11:00am. 
Concert 2  2nd -6th class inclusive will take 
place on 18/12/14 at 12:30pm. 
 
School will finish as normal at 1:30pm/2:30pm 
and buses will run as normal, but if you want 
to take your child/children home early after 
the concert that is fine. 
 
Each class will do a party piece on the day and 
all the children will sing a few well known 
Christmas songs We look forward to seeing 
you hope you will join in the fun.  
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Recently, the Department of 
Education reviewed all schools’ 
resources and our school has 
been allocated a number of extra 
resource hours for children with 
learning needs. The DES also 
reviewed our allocation of 
Special Needs Assistants and we 
were also awarded some extra 
resources. 
 
In light of this, we will be 
sharing a new teacher with 
Bennekerry NS in the coming 
month. Bennekerry NS will be 
hiring this teacher so we will be 
able to announce who it is as 
soon as we know ourselves. With 
regards to SNAs, we were 
delighted to be able to offer our 
part-time staff with extra hours 
and these will be allocated 
within the school as soon as 
possible. 
 
The DES have also announced 
funding for minor works and for 
data entry into the new Primary 
Online Database system, which 
the school will benefit from. 
 

Resource Hours 

 

We now have a fairy door in our library! The key is gone so 
we have a fairy in residence! The lease agreement has been 
signed by both our fairy 'Libby' and Simon. We have a fairy 
post box in the library for letters and drawings, she may 
even write back! 
 

 
 
Are you interested in coming into the school to work with our 
children? We have had mystery readers in infants and 
scientists in 3rd class as well as others coming into 
classrooms to help in many ways. Please talk to your teacher 
about how you might be able to volunteer some time. We 
really appreciate it. 
 
For the winter, children can come to the halla mór in the 
mornings before school begins from 8:35am. Parents who 
wish to speak to teachers can wait in the hall until they 
arrive for a quick chat but longer conversations will require 
a meeting. It is essential that all children are in classes by 
8:50am. 
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In relation to health awareness 
in our school, we see a number of 
health issues presenting 
amongst the student, staff and 
parents of our school community. 

For example, we see the 
occurrence of common illnesses 
such as cold and flu. However, a 
number of other diseases and 
infections can be more serious 
such as chicken pox, measles, 
slapped cheek, conjunctivitis etc. 

We are requesting all 
parents/guardians in our school 
community to please notify the 
school immediately if your child 
has an infection which may be 
contagious and/or dangerous for 
vulnerable members in our 
school community, particularly 
pregnant women. 

 

Health Message 

Swimming Bags 
Swimming bags will be 
distributed in November to 
families who have paid for 
their books in full or who 
have contacted the school to 
make arrangements. 
 

Swimming 
Please return all swimming 
notes to the school so we can 
organise our classes in 
November. If you have 
mislaid it, please contact the 
office asap. 

1 
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News from Around the Classes 
 
Infants 

There was great excitement in Junior Infants, in 
anticipation of our Mystery Reader. Big thanks to Zena's 
mum Sarah for coming in to read Dirty Bertie for the class. 
We loved it!  
 
Every couple of weeks in Senior Infants we like to look back 
on the work we have done so far this year. The children all 
look through their folders and pick out the piece they are 
most proud of.They then get a chance to tell the class why 
they are proud of it before it goes up on our wall. 
 
1st/2nd class 

 
1st class were learning about electricity during their science 
lesson this week. They took part in a static electricity 
experiment and really enjoyed trying to pick up paper, tin-
foil, rice, their own hair and other items, with the static 
electricity created using a balloon!  
 
November has been a very busy month in second class. We 
began our month by welcoming Eilis into our classroom from 
Junior Achievers. We have also been learning about procedural 
writing this month in first steps. We made yummy pancakes 
with help from Aisling. We also learned how astronauts wash 
their teeth while in space. We took part in our last GAA 
coaching session for this year, but we really enjoyed joining in 
with 4th class for the training sessions. We have also been 
working very hard on our Christmas decorations for the School 
Fair next week. We are very proud of our creations and the 
children are really looking forward to selling.  
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3rd/4th class 

 
In line with the monthly school theme of co-operation third 
class had great fun working co-operatively to create animal 
characters in drama. They researched all about Our Local 
Area in History and completed fantastic projects on local 
historical sites. Jonathan concluded the topic giving them a 
wonderful presentation on Archaeology  showing the 
children artefacts he had excavated on a dig. Finally a big 
thank you to both Kasia and Clare, Adam and Jacinta’s 
parents for helping us make our clay decorations for sale in 
the Christmas Shop!  
 
Emer and Vicky’s Classes 

 
This month out core value is co-operation. The boys in 
Emer’s class have been working together to build some 
impressive structures. It is great what we can do when we 
pull together. 
 
Vicky’s class have been busy preparing crafts for the 
Christmas fair! All the boys have been working hard! 
 

Board News 
 
The Board of Management 
formally ratified the 
appointment of Sharon Murphy 
to the Board as a Community 
Representative. The Board are 
also discussing some minor 
changes to our enrollment 
policy, crisis prevention policy 
and use of school after hours 
policy. These should be ratified 
at the next meeting. 
 
The Board of Management are 
also working with Sammon 
Construction to ensure that all 
remaining snags are completed. 
Parents may have noticed that 
the junior yard has been 
resurfaced and the landscaping 
is being treated. There are still a 
number of smaller issues to be 
dealt with and the Board is 
working closely with Sammon 
Construction through the 
principal. 
 
The traffic situation is still 
moving, albeit, a lot more slowly 
than we would like. The gardaí 
have been out twice to access the 
speed of traffic on the road and 
will be forwarding a copy of their 
report to the school shortly. This 
report will also be sent to 
Carlow Town Council who will 
have to act on the findings. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

  

 
  

Follow Us 

 

If you’re not receiving email 
updates from the school, make 
sure to give us a call on 059-
9137541 and we’ll add you to 

our email list. We are trying to 
be a paperless school but if you 
do not have access to email, we 

will print you a copy of any 
correspondence on request. 

Carlow Educate Together NS  

Bestfield 
Athy Road 
Carlow Town 

3rd – 4th December – Visit from Italian Teachers 

18th December – Winter Concert 

19th December – Last day of term – half day 

5th January – New term – half day 

 

Dates for your Diary 
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