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CARLOW EDUCATE TOGETHER NEWSLETTER 

JUNE  2016 

HAVE A HAPPY, SAFE SUMMER 
As we come to the end of our school year, I want to wish you all a very happy summer and 

thank you for all your support this year. We’ve had a wonderful year in Carlow Educate 

Together. Some of our highlights included earning our first Green Flag, becoming a Digital 

School of Distinction and finally raising enough money to buy our long awaited stage. So 

much has happened in our school that it’s impossible to list them all here. We’re also saying 

goodbye to 11 students as they move on to secondary school, 3 of which were the first 

students to complete 8 full years in our school. Lia, Greta and Courtney will go down in our 

history and we wish them and their classmates well as they move to second level.  Looking 

to next term, we’re looking forward to welcoming over 50 new Junior Infants. We’re also 

welcoming a number of new faces. Mark is coming to us from Kildare Educate Together after 

7 years of teaching in a variety of settings. We’re also welcoming Cliona to the school who 

comes from Gorey Educate Together and has been teaching there for over 3 years. We also 

want to wish Sive well as she begins her career break and look forward to welcoming her 

back in a year or two. We also say goodbye to Cian for the moment and thank him for all his 

work with the children, especially his excellent soccer league, which proved very popular. 

Our current Parents’ Council is also coming to an end and new group will be beginning their 

term in September at the AGM. Rhonda has been chairperson of the Parents’ Group for 

nearly 4 years now and I will greatly miss her in that role. She will still be helping out around 

the school, especially in the library and I want to take the opportunity to thank her and all 

the parents who have come in week in, week out to run the library. Furthermore, I want to 

thank every family member who came into the school to work with the children. We love 

having parents in the school and not only do the children love seeing their parents and 

family, it gives parents a good insight to how a school works.  Anyway, I could go on and on 

for the rest of this newsletter so will end here. Have a 

great summer and keep happy, safe and learning. 
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LATEST NEWS

REPORTS 
All reports have been emailed out to 

parents now. If you have any questions, 

please make sure to talk to your class 

teacher before Thursday.  

NEXT YEAR’S STAFF 
We’re sorry for the delay in announcing 

class teachers for next year. This was due 

to recruitment. We are about 99% sure of 

our allocations for this coming year but 

there is a possibility of some minor 

changes which have been indicated on 

the letter sent out to you. New staff 

coming to the school are Mark O’Brien 

and Cliona Barron, both who come with a 

wealth of experience in Educate Together 

schools.  

JULY PROGRAMME 
The July Programme will begin on Friday, 

1st July and run until 28th July. We’re 

looking forward to welcoming the 

children to the programme for a month of 

fun and learning. 

YOU CAN’T STOP THE BEETS! 

 

Adrian and his gardeners harvested 

bunches of beetroot. We have some left 

for anyone who wants it! Thanks to all the 

children, parents and staff who worked on 

our garden this year. 

PHILOSOPHY CLASSES 

 

Our philosophy classes ended with the 

children receiving their certificates from 

Emer. We hope to run these classes again 

next year. 

DOWN’S SYNDROME ICE-CREAM DAY 

 

Thanks to everyone for supporting our 

ice-cream day for Down’s Syndrome.  

HOMEWORK SURVEY 
A group of parents sent a survey out to all 

parents to ascertain their views on 

homework. The group are exploring the 

possibility of making our school a 

“homework-free” school. Initial feedback 

ranged from huge support to unease to 

extremes of threatening to take children 

out of school. Our staff had a short 

meeting to discuss our own thoughts on 

homework and, even among 

professionals, there are varying views. 

We’re planning on looking at the role of 

homework in primary schools next year, 

its positives and negatives and is there a 

way to please everyone! 
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SECOND LEVEL CAMPAIGN 
Please register your interest if you’d like 

Carlow to have a second level Educate 

Together school. 

https://secure.jotformpro.com/form/522

24353965962 The group also have a 

Facebook Page, which we’d recommend 

you to join.  

MATHS FOR PARENTS 
Don’t forget to check out our Maths Blog 

for Parents. We have loads of ideas and 

thoughts on maths in primary school. 

Check it out here: 

http://cetnsmaths.blogspot.ie/ 

VOLUNTEER 
We’re always thrilled to have parents and 

families volunteering in the school. We 

have had over 75 parents in school this 

year and we’d love to see more of you. To 

sign up, check out: 

https://sites.google.com/a/carloweducate

together.ie/volunteer/    

PARKING 
Thank you to all families for being so 

cooperative with our parking 

arrangements. Please continue to 

remember that if you are coming into our 

yard to wait with your child, you must 

park in the car park and not in the Set 

Down areas. 

NUT ALLERGY 
We have two pupils in our school with nut 

allergies. It is vital that no nuts ever come 

into our school. We cannot police every 

lunchbox so we are relying on you to 

cooperate with our nut ban.  

 

https://secure.jotformpro.com/form/52224353965962
https://secure.jotformpro.com/form/52224353965962
http://cetnsmaths.blogspot.ie/
https://sites.google.com/a/carloweducatetogether.ie/volunteer/
https://sites.google.com/a/carloweducatetogether.ie/volunteer/
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NEWS AROUND THE CLASSES 
JUNIOR / SENIOR INFANTS 

 

Roisin’s class had such a busy month! We 

had great fun on our school tour. We got 

to milk cows, blow bubbles, play bodhrans 

and dress scare crows. Dave taught us 

how to play the drums- it was excellent! 

 

We had such a great visit to Woodfield 

House.  We made giant bubbles, drew 

chalk pictures, then visited the hens, did 

the laundry (the old fashioned way), 

visited Mrs. Flowers in the kitchen for a 

story, dressed some scarecrows, watched 

butter being made, stacked some turf and 

then had a wet sponge fight with Róisín’s 

class!! What a super day!  

 

We have had great fun in Senior Infants 

over the last few weeks. We 

experimented as to whether various 

objects sink or float in water. Then we put 

pen to paper and designed boats from 

recycled materials and tried floating 

them. We read and painted pictures of 

the Titanic. We went pretend camping as 

an alternative to Golden Time and toasted 

marshmallows on our make believe camp 

fire and they tasted delicious. We learned 

all about money and set up our own 

classroom shop using money to buy and 

sell toys. Goodbye from Senior Infants 

1ST
 AND 2ND

 CLASSES 

 

1st class enjoyed their morning at the 

Little Art Works workshop and tour at 

VISUAL, Carlow College and its gardens 

 

Second class had fun at Pirates Cove 

and at Active week. The class also wrote a 

bucket list of things they would like to do 

over the Summer holidays. Second class 

enjoyed learning all about the drums . 

Dave was very impressed with how good 

second class were at listening and 

following his instructions . The children 

got to play the drums and danced free 

style at the end of his lesson. They all had 

lots of fun.  

3RD
 AND 4TH

 CLASSES 
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The power of persuasive writing. Third 

and Fourth class persuaded Simon to give 

us a homework free June! Just one 

condition the children had to go outside 

every evening. 

5TH
 AND 6TH

 CLASSES 

 

Drawing from observation in 5th and 6th 

class, on a beautifully sunny day 

VICKY AND EMER’S CLASSES 

 

For active week and to celebrate the 

beautiful weather Vicky’s class walked to 

the sensory gardens and had a picnic 

there, on the way home we went into the 

pet shop and saw lots of lovely pets! We 

had a great time in the lovely sunshine! 

 

It’s hard to believe another school year is 

drawing to a close. We have had a great 

year. I am very proud of the children in 

my class. It is amazing and inspiring to 

watch them face their challenges head on 

and embrace living, learning and most of 

all laughing! Have a lovely summer 

everyone. 

. 

SOCIAL MEDIA 
You can find us on various social media platforms: 

YouTube – Search for Carlow Educate Together 

Facebook – http://facebook/com/carlowetns 

Twitter – http://twitter.com/carlowetns  

http://facebook/com/carlowetns
http://twitter.com/carlowetns

