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June 2014 Newsletter 
In our special end of year newsletter, we’re reviewing some of the highlights of the year as well as some 

news. By now you should have received your school reports and we hope that you are happy with them. In 

order to be as useful as possible to you, our school uses a narritive style so you can get a much better 

understanding of how your child is progressing. However, if you don’t understand your report or need 

more information, please get in touch with your class teacher before the end of term to discuss. This month 

we said goodbye to our 6
th

 class and we wish them the very best as they move on to secondary school. There 

are a number of videos of the special assembly and you’re more than welcome to view them on our 

YouTube channel. I hope you all have a fantastic summer and look forward to seeing you all back on the 

27
th

 August. A big thank you to all the families who supported us throughout the year. I also want to note 

my thanks to all the staff of the school who work tirelessly every year to give our pupils a fantastic learning 

experience. Enjoy the break and keep happy, safe and maybe there’ll even be some learning over the 

summer! Simon. 

School now accepting electronic payments 
The school has teamed up with a secure payments system and we are now able to accept payments online 

via credit and debit cards. This way you can pay for school books, school tours and other events more 

easily. We’d like to make the whole process as easy as possible for families so please give us feedback. The 

service integrates with our email and texting service. You received your first message on 28
th

 May from the 

school regarding payment for books for September 2014. 

Call out for toys, costumes, games, blocks, etc. 
You should have received a call out for items to help with Aistear, the programme we’ll be running in 

infant classes from September. Please bring in any items to the school up until July 25
th

 and we’d be 

delighted to take them off your hands! However, please ensure that all items are in working order and are 

not broken as they will be used by very young children. For more information about Aistear, check out 

http://www.ncca.biz/Aistear/. 

Social Media Usage Workshop in September 
Families are reminded to read our rules on Internet usage before posting on social media sites such as 

Facebook. For example, it is important to remember that images should not be tagged to identify children. 

We are going to be running a workshop on social media use for families as part of our Parents’ AGM. If you 

use social media, it is vital that you try to attend. Many people do not realise that social media sites are not 

the appropriate avenue for complaints. If one has an issue with the school, this should be dealt with 

privately with the staff member involved. Negative public status updates may be construed as cyber-bullying 

even if they are on your own personal account. Any posts that are deemed inappropriate will be screen-

grabbed then deleted. Furthermore, offenders will be blocked from our social media accounts. In the talk, 

our speaker will go through other examples and how to keep your children safe online. 
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20 Highlights from 2013-14 
It’s been a fantastic year at Carlow Educate Together and here are some of our favourite highlights 

throughout the year. 

 

1. Moving school had to be the highlight of the year. Somehow, we 

managed to pack 5 and a half year’s worth of equipment into a 

number of trucks and move them all to our new building then 

have them all set out over a weekend. A huge thanks to all our 

families that helped in any way with the big move. Our 

warehouse in Graiguecullen seems a distant memory. 

2. We welcomed 30 new junior infants to our school in August. 

They have grown up so much over the year!  

3. Our school GAA team were back in action and did themselves 

proud in the league.  

4. We had a number of big trucks visit the school this year. We had a 

fire engine, an ambulance, a truck filled with Interactive tools and 

lots of trucks for moving school! 

5. We raised lots of money for different charities including 

Childline, Crumlin Hospital and Downs’ Syndrome Ireland. 

6. We had our best ever attendance at the Parents’ Council AGM. 

We’re hoping to beat that record again next year! 

7. There were lots of themed weeks in the school, including 

Healthy Eating Week, Active Week, Friendship Week and lots of 

others. 

8. Clare set up our school library. Children are now able to 

borrow books using our lovely library software. 

9. We had visits from lots of people including a dental hygienist, 

a farmer (with some animals), a couple of scientists, the Dog’s 

Trust with two dogs who understand Gaeilge and lots of 

parents with their own special talents. 

10. Our Green School committee ran a number of successful 

campaigns and we look forward to seeing them in action again 

next year. 

11. We had some fantastic school tours with children going to all 

sorts of wonderful destinations. 

12. Our Hedge School project is underway and hopefully, we’ll see it in place later in the year.  

13. Our first ever debating team had great success this year. 

14. The CEO of Educate Together paid us a visit when we moved to our new school. 

15. We had two authors visit our school this year. Marilyn Taylor dropped in to talk to 5
th

 and 6
th

 class 

and David Donoghue spoke with 1
st

 and 2
nd

 class. 

16. Our Sugar Factory murals are going great with lots of work being done to have them completed. 

17. 3rd

 to 6
th

 class took part in the Peace Proms in March to a fantastic reception. 

18. Almost 100 CETNS people took part in our St. Patrick’s Day celebrations. 

19. We buried our time capsule, ready to be unburied in 20 years time. 

20. Our 6
th

 class graduated at a special assembly and we wish them well for their futures. 
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Board of Management Update 
The Board of Management had a very busy year with all the changes. Whilst moving schools was an exciting 

time, the Board of Management have been busy trying to secure more parking facilities for families so we 

can offer more opportunities for families to come into the school for larger events. However, this is an 

ongoing process and we hope to have news as soon as possible. Here are 10 highlights from the Board of 

Management from 2013-14 

 

1. The biggest highlight of all was our move to our beautiful new building. While there are a 

number of challenges with it, it is a wonderful achievement for the BOM to have a permanent 

building within 5 years of opening. The whole community came together to move everything 

over a weekend. A special word of thanks to Evelyn who the BOM took on as an intern this 

year. 

2. The BOM were able to offer new positions for the school this year: Angela Coughlan, Edel 

Martin, Sive Bolton, Michelle Dillon, Nicola Phelan, Marita Brennan, Susie Faulkner and Sharon 

Roche. 

3. Overall attendance for the year went up from 91% to 92.9%.  

4. Three murals celebrating the sugar factory were sanctioned by the BOM. These, when 

completed, will be a permanent reminder of the site. It has been well received by the community 

and strengthened our ties with them. 

5. A number of very important policies were ratified this year including Special Educational Needs 

and Anti-Bullying.  

6. The school had a very successful WSE with the inspector reporting that she was impressed with 

the school’s performance overall. 

7. There were lots of fantastic events throughout the year organised by teachers in the school 

including Healthy Eating Week, Active Week, Friendship Week, Sports’ Day, Maths Week, Art 

Week. We were also involved in a number of lovely projects including Peace Proms, Debating, 

Halloween and Christmas celebrations, Fitness Classes for Parents and Teachers and a number of 

charitable events for Crumlin Hospital, Childline and Downs’ Syndrome. 

8. Our library was set up under the leadership of Clare Coogan and is looking fantastic, with the 

Board of Management funding the endeavour. 

9. The school has had training in Aistear and will begin its implementation in 2014/15 

10. The school voted on the percent for art project, Hedge School, which should be built over the 

summer holidays. 
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Parents’ Association News 
We would like to thank all the parents in the school for their support and generosity throughout the year. If 

you have any ideas you’d like to share with us or if you’d like to help out in any way, we would love to 

hear from you, either in person or through email (parents@carloweducatetogether.ie) 

 

We look forward to seeing you in the Parents’ Room, which is always open to all parents/guardians, in the 

coming year. Some dates to note for your diary: 

 

22 September 2014  AGM   Guest speaker from the Garda Cyber Bullying Working Group 

November 2014 Winter Craft Fair Town Centre Location  

Calling all art/crafty people to participate 

Limited number of stalls 

Contact Clare on parents@carloweducatetogether.ie 

 

Current Committee: 

Chairperson: Rhonda Smith 

Vice-Chair: Elisabeth O’Brien 

Treasurer: Kasia Hennessey 

Secretary: Jean Peters 

Officers without Portfolio: Hugo Jellett, Caroline Morrissey, Lynn Nimani, Clare Caron 

Board of Management Parent Representatives: Debbie Gibney Byrne, Seamus O’Leary 

 

Review of the 2013/14 Academic Year: 
September Coffee morning for new Junior Infant parents 

  AGM 

 

October Primary Pledge collection for St Vincent de Paul (> €400 raised for classroom 

resources, >50 large bags of clothing for SVP) 

  Healthy Eating Week 

  Maths Week 

  Autumn Festival 

 

November Packing up and Moving on 

 

December Moving on and Unpacking 

  Winter Festival and Raffle (> €800 raised for Parents’ Council resources) 

 

January Unpacking and Organising of Resource Areas 

  Fitting of Noticeboards & Shelving 

  WSE 

 

February As January 

 

March  Time Capsule  

  Friendship Week 

  St Patrick’s Day  

  Cake Sale with Student Council (€500 raised for OLHSC, Crumlin) 
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April  Treasure Hunt 

  Lion’s Club Walk/Cycle (€670 raised towards school funds) 

  National Parents’ Council Training 

 

May  Active Week and start of Zumba for Parents 

  Book Fair (>€600 raised towards books for school) 

  Art Week 

 

June  Sports Day 

  Graduation 

  Presentation of Art to the school 

 

Also throughout the year, many parents volunteered their time in the classrooms in the following areas: 

 

 Reading 

 Art 

 Computer Coding 

 Careers Talks 

 Science Demonstrations. 

 

A number of afterschool clubs are also organised by parents: 

 

 Afterschool Club 

 Religious Education 

 Sugarcraft 

 Soccer 

 Drama 

 Board Games 

 

Have a Great Summer, Everyone! 
Everyone at Carlow Educate Together National Schools wishes you a wonderful summer break. We’re 

looking forward to seeing you on August 27
th

 for the new school year. Please keep in touch over the 

summer on our Facebook page. If you have any ideas for our school, please let us know. We’d be delighted 

to hear from you. 


