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New Year 2014 Newsletter 
 
A happy new year to all our families and friends for 2014! I 
hope you had a lovely break and we look forward to a 
fantastic term ahead in our lovely new school.  
 
This is a short newsletter to let you know what’s happening 
in school over the coming weeks. We’re looking forward to 
seeing you in the school for a number of activities over the 
next couple of months. We had great news last month 
when our Home School Liaison Officer started. Her name 
is Nicola and you’ll be seeing and hearing from her a lot as 
she organises plenty of fun activities for families in the 
school. We’re also getting arty this month with more 

information below. Until the next newsletter, keep happy, 
safe and learning! Simon. 

Swimming 
Don’t forget, swimming begins again this Thursday. A reminder will be sent out by text. 

New Staff 
As well as all the changes to the new building, there were a number of new appointments and changes made in the 
staff before the winter break. Here is a brief summary: 
 

• Home School Liaison Officer: Nicola Phelan 
• Part Time Support Teacher: Sharon Roche 
• Bus Escort: Sabrina Keating 
• Shared SNA: Alaisia Kelly 
• Part Time SNA: Michelle Dillon 

Home School Liaison Officer 
Nicola is our new Home School Liaison Officer and she will be based in our schools on Mondays and Thursdays. 
Nicola will be visiting as many families as possible this month and she will be organising a number of activities for 
families in the school. 

Traffic Management and the New School 
As you know by now, the school did not receive adequate 
parking arrangements despite several efforts of the Board of 
Management. Over the couple of weeks, we have managed to 
find some success and all traffic seems to be off the site 
within 10 to 15 minutes. However, as we are a growing 
school, the current arrangements are not going to be adequate 
for much longer. Please make sure to write to the council 
expressing our issues. As we know, the Athy Road is a 
dangerous road and there is no place to park off-site. There is 
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plenty of land around our school and there is no reason why it couldn’t be used for parking. 

Percentage for Art 
Every new public building is given a sum of money for a scheme called “Percent for Art.” Our school has been 
allocated a sum of money for this purpose. We have shortlisted 4 pieces of art, which will be on display in the 
school from the 13th to 20th January. If you would like to come and look, please drop into the school any time. 
Artists will be presenting their art pieces to the children on 20th January and a committee will then interview them. 
The winning piece will be commissioned shortly after. 

Did you, or someone you know, work in the Sugar Factory? 
Our new school is located at the site of where the sugar factory used to be. We are very conscious of the rich 
history that the sugar factory gave to the town and we would like to celebrate this. We have plans for a project 
involving our children and anyone who used to work in the sugar factory to work together to create a large piece of 
art charting the history of the site. If you, or someone you know, worked there, maybe you’d be interested in 
getting involved. Please contact Simon and we’ll do the rest. 

Reminder: What to do if you think your child is being bullied… 
Unfortunately, bullying is an issue that happens in all walks of life, including school. Bullying is never tolerated and, 
recently, new government legislation was passed. One of the biggest changes to bullying in recent times is that it 
now is taking place online, and is known as cyber-bullying. This means that bullying is no longer just isolated to the 
school but also at home so it’s even more important for schools and parents to work together to help stop it 
happening when it does. Another issue is that we have to identify bullying correctly and deal with it appropriately. 
This school has excellent success in this regard with almost all incidents of inappropriate behaviour dealt with at an 
informal stage. We have an excellent plan, which we implement well. However, if your child thinks he/she is being 
bullied, the most important thing they can do is to tell their teacher. A teacher must be aware of a problem before 
he/she can do anything to resolve it. Please encourage your child to talk to their teacher if they feel they have a 
problem. 

Did you have a Green Christmas? 
Our Green Schools Committee asked all parents and children to have a GREEN CHRISTMAS and offered the 
following tips: 

• We would appreciate if parents and children could bring in their used Christmas cards to us in January. All 
cards collected will be donated to Carlow Delta Centre and recycled for use next year! 

• Recycling of real Christmas Trees: Check out Powerstown Landfill in Carlow, they accept trees for recycling 
free of charge until the 31st of January. 

• Shredded trees can be used as compost or landscaping material. 
• Recycle giftwrapping from last year or if it’s too late, keep this year’s wrapping paper and re-use it next year. 
• Buy re-chargeable batteries and a charger, 1000s of tonnes of small batteries are still going to landfills after 

Christmas each year. 
• Compost all your vegetable peelings this Christmas; it’s a good way to start preparing for your new greener 

year. 
• Don’t leave electric appliances turned on or on standby when going to bed. 
• For some family fun, why not make Christmas decorations from recyclable materials or upcycle old broken 

decorations. 
• Don’t litter: bring banks, if the bring bank is full, bring your recyclables to another bank or call back 

another day! 
 

How many did you do? 


