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January 2014 Newsletter 
 
As we enter our first full term in our new school, we’re spending 
lots of time getting to know the building and making changes 
where they’re needed. With any change, there needs to be time to 
adjust to new surroundings. Within the school, we’re delighted 
that the children have settled in very easily. They still run into the 
school every morning with smiles on their faces and have great 
fun when they are in school. Our staff have been amazing too! 
It’s no mean feat to move a whole school in a weekend and have 
their classrooms looking like bright, happy learning 
environments. Many of our parents were delighted to settle into a 
dedicated Parents’ Room and we are thankful for all the positive 
support we have been receiving as more and more parents join us 
and the Parents’ Council for a cup of tea or coffee in the morning. If you haven’t managed to come in to have a 
cup of tea or coffee, the room is open every morning and all parents are welcome to come along. There are still a 
number of things that we need to work on: the main thing is the lack of parking on the site and I will keep sending 
updates on this matter as we go on. I have been listening to parents’ comments and suggestions and we are hopeful 
that the council will help us out. In this newsletter, we’ll be giving you the latest news from the classrooms and 
giving help to parents about a number of issues. I hope you enjoy it and please let me know if there’s anything 
you’d like to see in future newsletters. Until then, keep happy, safe and learning! Simon. 

Home School Liaison Officer 
By now, many of you would have met Nicola, our Home School Liaison Officer. Nicola works in the school to 
create a link between what happens in school and at home. Her job is to try and get as many parents involved in 
projects, classes and other aspects of school life. Last Monday, Nicola hosted a coffee morning in aid of the Irish 
Cancer Society’s Relay for Life, where all parents and families were invited to come in to meet Nicola and enjoy 
meeting other parents. It was lovely to see some new faces in Nicola’s room. We hope to run some more coffee 
mornings with Nicola so you can get to know her as she aims to meet every family in the school.  

Update on Traffic  
You will have been receiving emails from the school updating you with 
parking arrangements on our site. I have been in touch with Pat 
Deering, TD, who has agreed to help us out and he has looked to the 
Greencore site beside us as a possible option. I also met with the town 
council engineer and I explained to him about the dangers on the Athy 
Road with traffic. Both are willing to help us out but we still need your 
help. Please continue to make your feelings known to the council and 
please make sure to impress your worry about the traffic situation 
outside our gates. If anyone is willing to take video footage of cars 

overtaking the queue on the main road, please pass them on to me and I will send them to the appropriate place or 
feel free to pass them on to the council. You may have read an article in the Carlow Nationalist that Bennekerry 
and Grange are both suffering even worse problems than us so it is important that we do not get lost in this.  
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Parking in the School 
You will be receiving a help sheet on a guide to parking on our site in the coming days. We have been observing 
how adults are using the facilities and we are aware of a number of practices that are concerning. The help sheet 
will outline some simple ideas to help keep our children safe on our busy site. 

Cycling to School 
A number of children are cycling to school. Please ensure to remind your children to be safe on the roads. As a 
school, we would prefer that the road contained dedicated cycle lanes. Anyone who is interested in writing to the 
council, we’d be delighted for your support. 

Percentage for Art 
Every new public building is given a sum of money for a scheme 
called “Percent for Art.” The winning entry will be announced in 
February. 

Did you, or someone you know, work in the 
Sugar Factory? 
Our new school is located at the site of where the sugar factory 
used to be. We are very conscious of the rich history that the sugar 
factory gave to the town and we would like to celebrate this. We 
have plans for a project involving our children and anyone who used to work in the sugar factory to work together 
to create a large piece of art charting the history of the site. If you, or someone you know, worked there, maybe 
you’d be interested in getting involved. Please contact the office and we’ll do the rest. 

What to do if your child misbehaves in school? 
We all like to think that our children behave all the time in school but, sometimes, they forget the rules and might 
do something out of character. For example, they might not listen to the teacher, they may get into an argument or 
fight, they may be cheeky to a member of staff or they might not be kind to one of their classmates. In Carlow 
Educate Together, all staff work together to ensure that behaviour is dealt with fairly and respectfully. We have an 
excellent positive behaviour system in our school. As part of this, if a child breaks the Golden Rules, there are 
consequences. This may be the loss of some Golden Time or, perhaps, they might have to sit out of a class for a 
short period of time. Obviously, some children do not like the consequences for poor behaviour and may go home 
with a different story from what the teacher reports. There is an adage that I think sums up things: We should all 
agree that teachers will not believe half the things your child says about you in school if you don’t believe half the 
things that your child says about us at home! While, of course, this adage is tongue-in-cheek, it is important to trust 
that all teachers in this school are professionals and their judgments should be respected. Before you jump to 
conclusions, do check with your teacher if you have concerns. If you need to have a chat to the teacher, it is best to 
make an appointment after school. However, please ensure that you are respectful at all times. It is never ok to act 
aggressively towards any member of staff. 

Complaints to the School 
Most of the time, things go very well in a school but sometimes, a parent may feel aggrieved by a particular 
situation. It’s often good to remind parents about the procedures that are in place for this as often parents can feel 
disappointed if they are passed on to somebody else. If you believe there is an issue in class that affects your child, 
the first port of call is to the teacher. While most things can be resolved in one meeting, often there may need to be 
a plan put in place and this will require some longer-term strategies. The principal should only be contacted when 
there has been no resolution to a complaint and it is not the first port of call. The principal should be contacted 
directly when there is a child protection concern or if there is a serious issue. Please read our complaints’ 
procedures for further information. 
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Parents’ Room 
We are one of the only schools in Carlow to have a room dedicated for parents. The room is used for all services 
relating to parental involvement in the school. We invite all parents and families into our parents room for a cup of 
tea or coffee every morning. Friday mornings are organised by the Parent Council and they welcome any new or 
shy(!) parents to come and meet up where they’ll make sure to look after you. Don’t worry, you won’t be asked to 
do anything you don’t want to do. Sometimes, the room is booked for certain events so do check with the school if 
you’re planning on coming in. For example, next Tuesday morning, the room will be in use for a Parent Council 
meeting with Simon. The purpose of our Parents’ Room is to build further links with parents and the school as part 
of our parental involvement ethos. If you have any ideas, please make sure to let us know and if we can’t help, we’ll 
certainly try to put you in the right direction. 

News From Around the Classrooms 
Remember all the latest news appears on our fantastic web site. Please make sure to visit 
http://www.carloweducatetogether.ie or you can follow us on Facebook for even more news! 
 

Erin’s Class 
This month, we were lucky enough to have some parents and siblings of the 
children in our class. They played some games with us based on the story of Jack 
and the Beanstalk. We acted out the story, played board games and bingo based 
on the story, made magic beans, eggs and coins from playdough, and much 
more! Take a look at more of our pictures on Facebook! 
 
We also sang the song The Teddy Bear’s Picnic. One Friday the children brought 
in their own teddy bears and we shared our lunch with them. It was lots of fun! 
 
Junior Infants also started some reading in January! 

Sive’s Class 
1st Class were very creative during their art lesson today! 
Firstly, they invented and designed imaginative board games on paper and then 
they constructed the board games using recycled cardboard and paint. 
They worked in pairs and groups and designed and constructed some brilliant board 
games. They even thought up of rules and names for their board games! 
At the end of the lesson they got to play their board games with dice! 
What do you think of some of the names of their board games?! 
Pirates Ahoy! / Flowers & Butterflies / Maze Train / Bulls & Cows / Caves & Webs / 
Winners, Losers and Traps / Spiro’s Doom World / Bees & Butterflies!! 

Edel’s Class 
Second class were very creative this month. We used our old junk and recycled 
materials to create some imaginative structures. The children worked 
individually and in groups. Some of the creations included: The Sugar Factory, 
armour, puppets and self portraits. Well done second class! 

Michael’s Class 
This month, the children in 3rd and 4th class engaged in gymnastics. 
We had lots of fun in our first gymnastics class and we learned lots of new 
things such as balance, movement and safety. 
We learned five new jumps from a standing position. We also learned the half 
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turn and full turn. Finally, we began the forward roll.  

Teresa’s Class 
This month we began creative dance in room 14. We focused on the “Dice Dance” 
in todays lesson. The children created their own dances in groups and did a 
fantastic job. 
 
The children also did a great project on China in preparation for the Chinese New 
Year at the end of the month. 
 

Vicky’s Class 
Vicky’s class did some gymnastics this month. There’s lots of pictures of them 
on Facebook jumping over hurdles and doing other athletic stunts! 
 

Festivals coming up 
Here are some major festivals and events coming up this month: 

• January 31, 2014: Chinese New Year 
• February 1, 2014: St. Brigid's Day 
• February 9, 2014: Engineer's Week 
• February 11, 2014: Safer Internet Day 
• February 14, 2014: Valentine's Day 

 
 


