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The shortest month of the year was also the quickest for us in 

Carlow ETNS. As you might be aware, our school had a Whole 

School Evaluation (WSE), where we were externally evaluated by 

the Department of Education. We were absoutely thrilled with the 

feedback and it will be published on the Department of Education’s 

web site in the coming months. We have been highly praised in a 

number of areas such as literacy and numeracy. However, we are 

also very proud of the feedback we received for children’s well-

being. It was noted by the inspectors that our school is a “welcoming, inclusive school.” The inspector 

commented that while this is a short, succinct sentence, it packs a very powerful punch and we should be 

very pleased. We hope to continue to progress in our school in all areas and we look forward to working 

with you as we grow. I hope you enjoy this month’s newsletter. And remember, keep happy, safe and 

learning! Simon. 

about the traffic situation outside our gates. If anyone is willing to take video footage of cars overtaking the 

queue on the main road, please pass them on to me and I will send them to the appropriate place or feel free 

to pass them on to the council. You may have read an article in the Carlow Nationalist that Bennekerry and 

Grange are both suffering even worse problems than us so it is important that we do not get lost in this.  

Update: Traffic Management in the School 
We have been in contact with Pat Deering, TD, a number of town councilors and Pat Harrington, council 

worker regarding the traffic As our town councilors are looking for votes in the upcoming elections, it 

would be great if you could talk to them about the traffic issue at the school so we can quicken the pace of 

getting better parking facilities. When dealing with them, we advise stating concerns about the Athy Road 

rather than the parking within the site, as this is the issue they will be more likely to act on.  

Percentage for Art 
We are delighted to announce that the winning entry for the Percentage for Art Project is Hedge School. 

This project is an outdoor classroom that doubles up as a school garden and amphitheatre. Work will 

commence in the coming months. 

 Sugar Factory Project 
We had a lovely meeting with 3 former sugar factory 

workers and some of our 6
th

 class children with our artist, 

Jean Robertson. We are hosting a coffee morning for 

former sugar factory workers and their families on 

Wednesday, 5
th

 March from 12pm. Please spread the word 

amongst your friends, families and social media contacts. 

Parents’ Council 
We were sad to hear that four of our Parents’ Council 

decided to step down this month as almost 3 years. We 

would like to publically thank Mary and Kevin Broderick, Denice Harkin and Ian Pelly for all their work 

and support. Some of the many initiatives that they introduced to the school were Primary Pledge, St. 
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Patrick’s Day Parades, Winter Concerts, Graduation Ceremonies, Time Capsule, Hi-Viz Jackets, Healthy 

Eating Week and countless hours spent making and serving teas and coffees as well as decorating the school 

for Halloween and Christmas. We are very grateful for their commitment and their legacy will continue in 

the school for years to come. Of course, we’ll still see them around the school and we look forward to 

working with them in a new role! 

 Friendship Week 
Friendship Week takes place from 3

rd

 to 7
th

 March this 

year. We hope to see as many families joining in our 

celebrations. Friendship Week aims to promote 

positive behaviour and relationships between children 

through classes, co-operative games and activities. 

Time Capsule 
Our time capsule will be buried on Friday, 7

th

 March 

and all families are invited to attend a special assembly 

from 11am. All parents/guardians are welcome to 

bring something in for our time capsule -  e.g. a letter 

to your child, a photo etc. Please place it in a sealed 

envelope with your child's name on the front and hand into the office before Wednesday 05th March - any 

items received after this date will be unable to go in the Time Capsule. In twenty years, we’ll all hopefully 

meet again to dig it up and remember our school when we first moved into it. 

Nut Ban 
Please remember there is a nut ban in the school due to a severe allergy. Please make sure not to send in 

products containing nuts with your child. 

Where’s Siobhán?! 
Siobhán’s office is open from 8:50am to 3pm each day and closes for lunch and break times between 

10:30am and 10:45am and 12:20pm to 12:45pm. If you arrive at times when the office is closed, you can ring 

the doorbell on the outside of the building and someone will come to you in time.  

Speaking to a Teacher 
If you need to speak to a teacher to pass on a quick message in the mornings, please use the parking area and 

come to the junior yard where you can pass on a quick message from 8:45am. You can also ask Simon or 

Emer to pass on messages if you can’t wait to meet the teacher. For longer meetings, please make an 

appointment with the office and the teacher will arrange that with you. Communication is key to the 

happiness that we have in the school so please don’t neglect to tell a teacher if there is anything troubling 

you or if your child has some good news they might be too shy to share!  

News From Around the Classrooms 
Remember all the latest news appears on our fantastic web site. Please make sure to visit 

http://www.carloweducatetogether.ie or you can follow us on Facebook for even more news! 

 

http://www.carloweducatetogether.ie/
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Erin’s Class 
We had a break-in in Junior Infants! Some characters came into our classroom 

during the night and messed up things in our room. They left clues for us to 

solve. We measured their footprints and discovered that the giant, the bean-

seller, Buttercup the cow and Jack from Jack and the Beanstalk were the 

culprits. Good detective work Junior Infants  

Edel’s Class 
We had a lovely time making Valentine’s Day cards with our friends today. Kira and Tirza 

designed cards and showed a group of children from 2nd to 6th how to make them. Thank 

you/köszönöm for the great lesson! 

 Michael’s Class 
Comhghairdeas libh to the boys and girls in 3rd and 4th Class who received their 

pen licences. They are now fully fledged members of the pen writing club in 3rd 

and 4th Class. The pen licence has almost become a rite of passage over the last 

three years in 3rd and 4th and we are so proud of you all. We hope to see all of 

your lovely handwriting decorating the walls of our school very soon. 

Teresa’s Class 
5th and 6th class are reading Faraway Home by Marilyn Taylor. Thanks to Carlow 

Library, they arranged for the very famous author to come and visit our school to 

talk to the children. The library have lent our school 3 sets of novels, including 

Faraway Home, which the children are reading and using in class. Marilyn spoke to 

the children about why she wrote her book and a little bit about growing up during 

the second world war. The children were given lots of time to ask questions and there 

were some excellent ones asked. We even have a number of potential authors amongst 

our classes too with some questions about writing and where to begin.  

Vicky’s Class 
Vicky’s class have been having fun in class. 

 

 

Emer’s Class 
This month we are learning how to write explanations. Before Christmas we had fun making 

sock puppets with some of our friends from Edel’s class. This time we made them so that we 

could explain how they work. Who is the hidden puppeteer? 
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