
    

 Page 1 

CARLOW EDUCATE TOGETHER NEWSLETTER 

DECEMBER  2015 

 
LET THE HOLIDAYS BEGIN… 
This might be the first time that teachers are getting their holidays later than most other 

professions. While most people finished up on Friday, we’re all working on until the 22nd 

December and we’re making the most of the seasonal cheer. It’s been a great month in 

school with lots of festive fun. Our school has been performing songs around Carlow Town 

and we had our wonderful concerts. We also had some fundraising for a school stage and we 

have just over €2,000 raised so far, which is a great start. There’s loads more news to come 

in this newsletter so please read on. We’ll be back to school on January 6th so until then, I 

hope you all have a wonderful holiday. If you are 

celebrating Christmas, I hope it is a lovely time for you 

and your families. Until 2016, keep happy, safe and 

learning. 

LATEST NEWS

WINTER CONCERT PHOTOS 
Thank you to all the people who uploaded 

photos from the winter concert. We’ll be 

posting them all up on our Facebook page 

for you to look at. 

MATHS FOR PARENTS 
Don’t forget to check out our Maths Blog 

for Parents. We already have a few things 

up and running on the blog. 

http://cetnsmaths.blogspot.ie/ 

NEW LITERACY CURRICULUM 
The government is releasing a new 

literacy curriculum and the school will 

have to take a number of half days and 

full days for training over the coming year 

or two. The first of these may be the 15th 

January so please have this date in mind. 

We will only be able to organize the date 

when curriculum books have arrived in 

the school. 

http://cetnsmaths.blogspot.ie/
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CONGRATULATIONS 
Congratulations to Ayesha in 3rd class for 

her recent television appearances. 

BIG SCREEN AT FRONT OF SCHOOL 
We have upgraded our big screen at the 

front of the school and it now shows the 

time, weather forecast and our latest 

tweet. You can check it in school or 

remotely at 

http://www.carloweducatetogether.ie/ds

/ 

SECOND LEVEL CAMPAIGN 
Please register your interest if you’d like 

Carlow to have a second level Educate 

Together school. 

https://secure.jotformpro.com/form/522

24353965962 The group also have a 

Facebook Page, which we’d recommend 

you to join.  

CONCERT DVD 
Thanks to Matt Givens for arranging our 

winter concert DVD. We’ll be processing 

them in early January and dispatching 

them as soon as they are done. 

HOMEWORK CLUB 
Our Homework club is open from 

Mondays to Thursdays.  The price for four 

days is €15 or €4 per day including a snack 

and drink. Family rates: two children for 

€25 for 4 days and three for €40 for four 

days. If you’d like your child to attend, 

email clarec@carloweducatetogether.ie  

PEACE PROMS TICKETS 
On Sunday the 6th of March at 8pm our 

Third to Sixth classes are taking part in 

Peace Proms. It is a fantastic concert and 

tickets sell out very fast.Tickets are priced 

at €15 per person or €50 for a Family of 

four and can be purchased directly from 

the CBOI website www.cboi.ie or by 

clicking on the following 

link http://peaceproms.com/buy-tickets/. 

ATTENDANCE 
It’s very important to send your child to 

school every day. Unless your child is ill, 

you should make every effort to ensure 

he/she is in school. If your child cannot 

come to school, please make sure to write 

a note either on paper or through our 

web site.  

We have an attendance team that meet 

every month to analyse attendance. 

Overall attendance for November was just 

over 91%, which is down from last month 

and slightly down from last year. We still 

have a number of children who are 

missing a lot of school, with 8 already 

having missed 20 days or more. We will 

be in contact with families to help them 

ensure attendance improves. 

LATENESS 
School begins at 8:50am. If your child 

arrives in school after this time, he/she is 

late. We record lateness every morning. It 

can be distressing for a child to be late to 

school as it is difficult to settle in. While 

we do not mind lateness or absences for 

good reason, families should do their 

utmost to get in to school on time. 

Currently there are 8 pupils who have 

been late over 20 times this year.  

BREAKFAST CLUB 
Our Breakfast Club has started with 18 

pupils coming every day. It is currently full 

but if you would like your child to attend, 

please let us know and we will try and fit 

you in if a place comes up. 

PARKING 
Thank you to all families for being so 

cooperative with our parking 

arrangements. Please continue to 

http://www.carloweducatetogether.ie/ds/
http://www.carloweducatetogether.ie/ds/
https://secure.jotformpro.com/form/52224353965962
https://secure.jotformpro.com/form/52224353965962
mailto:clarec@carloweducatetogether.ie
http://www.cboi.ie/
http://peaceproms.com/buy-tickets/
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remember that if you are coming into our 

yard to wait with your child, you must 

park in the car park and not in the Set 

Down areas. 

NUT ALLERGY 

We have two pupils in our school with nut 

allergies. It is vital that no nuts ever come 

into our school. We cannot police every 

lunchbox so we are relying on you to 

cooperate with our nut ban.  

 

NEWS AROUND THE CLASSES 
JUNIOR / SENIOR INFANTS 

 

Junior Infants got a MASSIVE surprise this 

morning. We could hear bells in the 

classroom but we couldn’t figure out 

where they were coming from. Then 

some elves and fifth and sixth class came 

into our room and took us to Santa’s 

Grotto. We all got to talk to Santa and got 

a lovely present- a little knitted bag with a 

gem stone inside. We can use these bags 

to put a tooth in for the tooth fairy! What 

a great day! 

 

Our theme for the last fortnight is 

Clothes/Winter.  We read “The Smartest 

Giant in town” and worked hard on 

remembering the sequence of the story. 

Thanks to everyone who sent in 1c and 2c 

coins.  We had great fun visiting our very 

“high-tech” sorting machine our Green 

Committee installed beside the halla mór.  

We’re practicing very hard for our Winter 

Concert; making “fir sneachta” and 

“caloga sneachta” to help us focus on our 

party piece.  Here are some photos of us 

at work.  

 

1ST
 AND 2ND

 CLASSES 

 

1st class had a very busy month. We had a 

visit from David Donohue, author of the 

“Walter Speazlebud” books. The boy in 

the books, Walter, can read and spell 

words backwards and 1st class really 

enjoyed when David told them all their 



    

 Page 4 

names backwards. We even tried spelling 

some words backwards ourselves and got 

a certificate from David for our efforts! 

Robert set up a Skype call for us, with 

another 1st class in a school in Malahide, 

Dublin. We had to guess where the school 

was located, by asking lots of questions. 

We sang a song for them and they knew 

the song too, so they were able to sing 

along with us. A big thank you to Robert 

for setting up this Skype call. 

We also made beautiful clay snowmen 

and are really looking forward to painting 

them next week, just in time for 

Christmas! 

 

 

Second Class had great fun with author 

David Donohue today. David is the author 

of books about a boy called Walter 

Speazlebud. Walter has mild dyslexia and 

can read and spell any word backwards, 

which is a talent shared by David himself. 

The children loved listening to his stories 

and really enjoyed when he said their 

names backwards. Some of the children 

received certificates for spelling words 

backwards! Thanks to David for visiting 

us! 

3RD
 AND 4TH

 CLASSES 

 

For the first time ever CETNS participated 

in the Football Association of Ireland’s 

annual Carlow Futsal Soccer Competition 

for 3rd and 4th class children. The event 

took place in St. Fiaac’s Sportscentre this 

past Wednesday. 

Our team was placed in a group with 

Bishop Foley’s N.S. and Carlow N.S. and 

our brave warrior gave a great account of 

themselves on the day! Our first two 

games were narrow losses. However, all 

the drama came in our third game of the 

day when we played Carlow N.S. in a 

winner-take-all contest. 

All seemed lost when CETNS went 3 – 0 

down early in the second half. Things 

didn’t look much better with 10 minutes 

to go when our adversaries lead 4 – 1. 

However, in true heroic fashion we fought 

back with all our might and managed to 

draw level at 4 – 4 with the last kick of 

normal time! 

Then came the dreaded penalties. Our 

three players who took penalties were 

Aidan Goss, Matthew Breslin Davis and 

Conor O’Neill. Our goalkeeper was 

Tommy Condemi. Carlow N.S. scored their 

first 2 penalties and we scored all 3 of 

ours meaning the match and the glory 

came down to one penalty. Their captain 

stepped up, but Tommy was just too good 

a ‘keeper and forced the penalty-taker to 

miss. What a hero! 
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The FAI were so impressed with the 

performance of the players from CETNS 

that they have promised to come to our 

School after Christmas for a full day of 

coaching for our students. 

 

Adam’s Mum Kasia came in to help us 

create some Christmas art. The edible art 

went down a treat! 

Charlie’s Dad helped us paint our 

windows have a look up as you pass by. 

Thanks Kasia and Brian. If any other 

parents would like to help out in any way 

let me know 

5TH
 AND 6TH

 CLASS 

 

We had some great helpers in 5th and 6th 

class for our winter show. 

VICKY AND EMER’S CLASSES 
Emer’s class were busy decorating their 

Christmas tree. 

 

We are very sorry to say goodbye to 

Amanda who has been doing work 

experience in Emer’s class since 

September. We will really miss her and 

wish her all the best with her studies in 

Carlow College 

 

JANUARY EVENTS 
6th      Back to school, half day 12pm 

14th   Swimming Lessons begin for 2nd, 5th, 6th and Emer’s classes 

15th   Possible Half Day to be confirmed 

22nd   Fair Trade Talk in School 

MATHS PUZZLE OF THE MONTH 
Here is this month’s puzzle: 
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What is unique about 8549176320 ? 

Last month’s puzzle was:  

After the twelve days of Christmas are over, how many presents has my true love sent me 

altogether according to the song? 

1 + 3 + 6 + 10 + 15 + 21 + 28 + 36 + 45 + 55 + 66 + 78 = 364 presents 

OUR BELIEF SYSTEM FOR JANUARY 
Buddhism 

OUR CORE VALUE FOR JANUARY 

Honesty 

SOCIAL MEDIA 
You can find us on various social media platforms: 

YouTube – Search for Carlow Educate Together 

Facebook – http://facebook/com/carlowetns 

Twitter – http://twitter.com/carlowetns  

http://facebook/com/carlowetns
http://twitter.com/carlowetns

