
Saturday, March 3 - NC Honors All State Band Auditions

March 5 - 9 - Winter Break for Students & Faculty

Dear Parents,

Feedback from recent middle school parent coffees and upper school grade parent lunches indicates

school safety quite understandably remains a topic of keen interest. Consequently, I am devoting

this Inbox letter to briefly reviewing what occurred during last week’s lockdown, what we learned,

and what lies ahead.

The School and I have a strong working relationship with the New Hanover County Sheriff’s

Department. A week ago Tuesday morning, a uniformed Deputy unexpectedly arrived on campus in

a marked vehicle, briefly informed me there was an armed robbery in the vicinity, and advised the

School should be locked down because the suspect had fled the scene on foot and remained at

large.  

I immediately initiated our Safety & Security Plan by announcing the lockdown over the School’s PA

system. Our highest priorities were to get all students into locked rooms as soon as possible, secure

all buildings, and then account for the safety of every student, staff member, and visitor on campus. I

am very proud of, and thankful for, how quickly and professionally our faculty and staff responded

and how brave and cooperative our students were.

The lockdown was clearly emotionally difficult for many students, staff, and parents; however,

following our protocol was necessary and provided us with an opportunity to test our training and

policies under real conditions. I am also grateful this lockdown ended without incident and for the

lessons the School learned, which will enable us to be even better prepared for the possibility

of future lockdowns. 

For instance, among other things, we learned when many students are outdoors when a lockdown is



announced, placing key fobs on additional external doors will enable students and staff to re-enter

buildings and take cover in classrooms more quickly. We similarly learned having redundancy for our

procedures may not be sufficient, so we are now exploring having three faculty or staff responsible

for each action item in our Safety & Security Plan to ensure coverage in case the first two individuals

assigned are not available. Likewise, we learned there are even safer locations than we previously

planned for some of our students to move to within specific classrooms.

Five years ago following the Sandy Hook tragedy, I convened a Safety Task Force comprised of

faculty, parents, administrators, and trustees who met regularly to hear from safety and security

experts, research best practices, and make recommendations to improve CFA’s student and staff

safety. Even without the recent tragedy in Parkland, Florida and our own lockdown, it would be time

for another Safety Task Force to learn what has changed over the last five years, comprehensively

review our school’s current procedures, and make recommendations for improvements. I am

entrusting Shana Barclay, Director of Finance and Operations, to chair the new Safety Task Force,

which will begin its work shortly after we return from Winter Break.  In the coming weeks you will

hear much more about the Task Force, its mission, parameters, and composition. 

As we begin our time off this afternoon, I hope you leave assured that your children’s safety at CFA is

our top priority. It is only when our children feel physically and emotionally safe that we can achieve

our mission of “preparing each student for success in college and life.” 

Wishing you a peaceful and enjoyable Winter Break.

Don

Attention MS Parents
Following regularly scheduled classes on Thursday, March 22 (4:00-8:10 PM) and from 8:30 AM - 4:25

PM on Friday, March 23, CFA Middle School will host student-parent-teacher conferences. Please

note that students are required to attend conferences with their parents.

Starting Monday, March 12, parents will be able to use the online scheduler to sign up for

conferences. The online scheduler will be open from Monday, March 12 until March 21 at 5:00 PM.

A Few Items to Note about the Conferences:

Conference slots are first-come, first-served. Please sign up early to be sure that you get

the slot that you want. 

Please plan to bring your son or daughter with you to the conference so that s/he can be a

part of this discussion.

Due to conferences, comments will only be written for students who have a C- or below in a

course. These will be posted in My BackPack by 5:00 PM on Monday, March 19.

Please plan to be on time, and be aware that if you are late, you will need to reschedule for a

later date.  

Please understand that teachers are on a tight schedule and must stick to the ten minute

time period for conferences. Thanks for your help with this!

We look forward to seeing you and your child on Middle School Conference Days! 



Summer Programs
2018 Summer Programs ONLINE Registration begins this Monday, March 5th. To register

ONLINEclick here. For the 2018 Summer Programs booklet click here. Get ready for the best summer

yet!

Technical Theater Summer Intensive Camp
As part of our Summer Programs, we're proud to hold a Technical Theatre Summer Intensive Camp,

where students will work on the set design and build for Steel Magnolias. The camp is a one-of-a kind

three week/half day technical theatre program similar to Theatre Summer Stock and college level

summer programs. Directed by Benedict Fancy, CFA Performing Arts Technical Director and Scenic

Designer, the theatre program will explore every facet of theatre set design and construction,

including loading the set into the theater during tech week. Students who participate in the program

will be VIP guests for opening night!, a Thalian Association Community Theatre (TACT) production

being held at CFA this August. Click here for more information about the program.

https://capefearacademy.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=20011e6909efb0171b088413d&id=e736ffe9ad&e=a86e9417ba
https://capefearacademy.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=20011e6909efb0171b088413d&id=17b84d40ae&e=a86e9417ba
https://capefearacademy.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=20011e6909efb0171b088413d&id=df299d2576&e=a86e9417ba


Did You Know? 
There are over 30 tons of steel in the Science & Innovation Center! Construction is continuing

at a steady pace; it's exciting to watch the building steadily grow every day.

ACE Programs
Spring ACE Registration is taking place now. ACE will run March 19- May 10. To register ONLINE login

through My Backpack, click on Program Registration (under "My Forms/Documents"), and click on

ACE/LS-MS Night Out for a list of all program offerings. Click here for a complete listing of all of the

fun and unique offerings.

MS Chorus Master Class
As our talented Middle School Chorus prepares for their participation in this year's North Carolina

Music Educator's Association Musical Performance Adjudications and Competition, they will present

their prepared music in the Fine Arts Center on Wednesday, March 14th from 2:30-3:30 PM. Sarah

Kay Kittle, a professional singer and vocal instructor, will act as our guest adjudicator and work with

the chorus to prepare them for the competition which will be in Fayetteville on Friday, March 16th.

Sarah Kay Kittle received Bachelors of Music and Masters of Music in Vocal Performance from

Indiana University.  She performed and taught music in Columbus, Indiana for the past 50 years and

has recently returned to her hometown of Wilmington where she teaches private voice lessons.  

The chorus would like to invite you to attend this Master Class with Ms. Kittle and their accompanist,

Julia Walker Jewell. 

https://capefearacademy.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=20011e6909efb0171b088413d&id=e413793c1e&e=a86e9417ba


MS Night Out
Middle School Night Out is scheduled for Friday, March 16th. Students in grades 6-8 will dismiss from

school (early dismissal day for all divisions) to enjoy a pizza lunch and then board the bus and head

to Myrtle Beach for an afternoon at Ripley's Believe It or Not! and then head to Pirates Voyage for that

evening. The cost per student is $95 and ONLINE Registration is taking place now through My

Backpack!

Upcoming Workshop for Teens & Parents
Dr. Kate Nooner, LP, LCAS, will be facilitating a workshop Chrysalis Center called “Teens &

Technology”, a two-part series split up for teens/pre-teens and parents on Tuesday, March 6, and

Thursday, March 8. Learn specific tools to develop the conversation about technology with your

children, and discover what is helpful and what to avoid. The goal of this workshop is to strengthen

families and keep teens and pre-teens safe and healthy. Click here for more information.

CFA Green Club Documentary Screening
The CFA Green Club will be hosting a screening of Chasing Coral Monday, March 12, at 6:00 PM. We

hope to see you and your families there with us! 

SAT Preparation Class
Open to current juniors; click here for the Spring 2018 SAT Prep Class schedule. 

Click here for the 2018  2019 School Calendar

https://capefearacademy.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=20011e6909efb0171b088413d&id=eec9318197&e=a86e9417ba
https://capefearacademy.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=20011e6909efb0171b088413d&id=07dc4fdc3d&e=a86e9417ba
https://capefearacademy.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=20011e6909efb0171b088413d&id=f5a5c67a9b&e=a86e9417ba
https://capefearacademy.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=20011e6909efb0171b088413d&id=e660a258e8&e=a86e9417ba
https://capefearacademy.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=20011e6909efb0171b088413d&id=b3df2a5121&e=a86e9417ba
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Click here to login to your VicNet (Volunteer) Account
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