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Dear Pond Cove Families & Friends: 
 
Happy New Year!  Each of us in the world of 
education knows that the real new year begins 
when everyone returns to school. I hope each of 
you and your families have enjoyed this glorious 
summer.  We have registered several new 
students throughout the summer across all grade 
levels, and look forward to welcoming our 
newest members to our big Pond Cove family 
when 1st through 4th graders arrive on the first 
day of school next Tuesday, September 2nd. We 
also are so eager to welcome our incoming 
kindergartners and their families on their first 
full day of school on Monday, September 8th.   
 
FULL-DAY KINDERGARTEN FOR ALL! 
2014-2015 will be a ground-breaking year for us!  
Every one of our youngest learners entering 
Pond Cove this year will benefit from a full day 
kindergarten experience. A full day of teaching 
& learning, meeting & playing with old and new 
friends, and having extended time to enjoy a 
full, balanced early childhood program as an 
exciting and motivating introduction to public 
school now awaits our incoming kindergartners!  
Our wonderful new kindergarten teachers Kate 
Atkinson, Danielle Hessert and Amanda Marsden 
have joined our fabulous, existing team that 
includes Linda Alfiero, Catherine Cornell and 
Dawn Rioux.  Our full dynamic K team has been 
working strategically this summer on 
professional development that has included 
collegial team building, reading and discussing 
child development principles and best practices 
as well as attending an Everyday Mathematics 
workshop to learn about its new kindergarten 
edition that fully aligns with the Common Core 
State Standards that all of our K classes will 
implement this year. Lots more news to come! 
 
THANK YOU, PCPA, FOR OUR MAGICAL SCHOOL 
GROUNDS GREENING TRANSFORMATION! 
Words cannot express how much each of us at 
Pond Cove appreciates the astounding facelift 
that our school grounds received these past few 
weeks on behalf of a cavalry of Pond Cove 
Parents Association greening volunteers led by 
Aimee Zanovello, Molly Malloy, Lynn Blank, Anne 
Leonardi and more!  In addition, we had several 

dads and students help out with raking, 
weeding and organizing small rounded rocks to 
recreate natural play spaces. Our parent 
volunteers also spread mulch, prepared our 
window boxes, trimmed bushes and spruced up 
the shrubs surrounding our Pond Cove & Middle 
School sign at the entrance off Scott Dyer 
Road.  Perhaps the largest beneficiary of these 
efforts has been Natureland.  While interested 
volunteers are in the process of planning 
Natureland 2.0, take a look at what a beautiful 
and enticing natural play space awaits our 
students when they arrive on September 2nd: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Many thanks also to our facilities crews for 
making playground repairs and to our Public 
Works crews for mowing our lawns in 
preparation of our students’ return to school. 

Natureland is also the home of raised beds 
where students learn about soil preparation 
and other variables that impact plants. Mrs. 
Spadinger’s 2nd graders grew one banner crop! 



 

  

 

Calendar 
September 
2:   First Day of School  
     for Grades 1 - 4 
2 & 3: Individual Kindergarten 
Appointments for brief assessments & 
for children to meet their teachers 
5:  Kindergarten Bus Ride/Visitation 
8:  First Day of Kindergarten 
19: K-4 Picture Day 
24: Rosh Hashanah begins at sundown     
through Sept. 26th 
30:  K-4 Open House  6:30-7:30 PM 
October 
13: Columbus Day – No School 
18: PCPA Harvest Fest 
24: Parent-Teacher Conferences – 12 
noon dismissal 
25: Parent-Teacher Conferences – No 
School for K-4 Students 
 
 

POND COVE TO SERVE BREAKFAST THIS YEAR 
Beginning this year, our Food Services Director Peter 
Esposito and his staff will serve breakfast in the 
cafetorium beginning at 8:05 a.m. to approximately 
8:25 a.m.  Given the staggered arrival times of 
buses, we may make adjustments for those times as 
needed. Breakfast items offered on a daily basis will 
include yogurt parfaits, bagels, muffins and assorted 
cereals. There usually will be a hot choice such as 
pancakes, French toast sticks, breakfast sandwiches, 
scrambled eggs or breakfast burritos.  
 
ARRIVAL & DISMISSAL TIMES 
Adult supervision on the playground and in the 
cafetorium during breakfast begins at 8:05 a.m. so if 
your child walks to school or if you plan to drop off 
your child, please know that students may not arrive 
any earlier than 8:05 a.m. each day.  We appreciate 
your understanding and cooperation in the interest 
of student safety and security. 
 
Dismissal times remain at 3:05 p.m. each day with 
walkers and students being picked up called at 3:00 
p.m.  To avoid congestion and to increase maximum 
visibility in our busy lobby during dismissal, once 
again, we are asking parents to wait outside for 
their children who will be escorted by an adult when 
they exit the school. Any changes in your child’s 
usual dismissal should be written in a note to 
his/her teacher who will send the information to the 
office.  We kindly ask that if you forget to send in 
a note regarding any dismissal changes, that you 
please phone the Pond Cove office no later than 
1:30 p.m. unless you have an emergency. Early 
notification of any changes allows our administrative 
assistants Barbara Cummings and Barbara McLean 
adequate time to communicate with students and 
teachers and to prevent any miscommunications 
and/or disruptions in dismissal. It is important that 
they can devote their full energy and focus during 
our busiest time of the day.  We appreciate your 
cooperation and understanding! 
 
NEW POND COVE STUDENT & FAMILY HANDBOOK 
For information on the above and other important 
Pond Cove and district policies and procedures, 
please review our new Student & Family Handbook 
on the Pond Cove website. The School Board has just 
approved the 2014-2015 school handbooks for each 
school at its business meeting this week.  School 
handbooks are always a work in progress with 
updates made as needed. Our handbook is posted on 
the Pond Cove website and can be accessed through 
this link: 
http://www.cape.k12.me.us/pond_cove_pages/Pon
d%20Cove%202014-
2015%20Student%20&%20Family%20Handbook%20.pdf 
 

TIPS FOR A SMOOTH TRANSITION TO SCHOOL 
Please be sure to review our suggested tips for 
a smooth transition back to school that have 
been included in this issue! 
 
WE’RE READY TO ROLL!  
We’re so excited to greet our 1st through 4th 
graders next Tuesday, September 2nd. 
I hope each of you enjoys the long Labor Day 
weekend as our last hurrah of summer!  When 
school resumes, watch for our weekly 
newsletters at the end of each 
week/beginning of the weekend.  All of us at 
Pond Cove are looking forward to a fabulous 
school year ahead! 
 
Warm Regards, 

Kelly 
Kelly Hasson, Principal 
 
 



 
Tips for a Smooth 

Transition for All Children 
 
We often expect some kindergartners to have initial 
separation anxieties as they approach their first 
school experience.  Following the carefree days 
of summer, however, older students often may 
experience back-to-school jitters as well. 
Therefore, it is always best to be proactive in 
recognizing beginning school anxieties and 
supporting your child’s entry back to the 
classroom.  So whether your child is a shy five 
year-old or a seemingly confident nine year-old, 
we recommend the following tips for a 
successful start to the school year: 
 
•If your child appears anxious about starting 
school take a few “dry runs” to play on the 
playground.  Take along a friend or sibling with 
whom your child enjoys playing.  Also, ask 
(don’t force!) your child if he/she would like to 
write a letter or draw a picture for his/her 
teacher so he/she can look forward to presenting 
it to her on the first day. Engaging in these 
experiences at a nonstressful time will usually 
help ease children’s concerns. 
 
•If your child is reluctant to say good-bye to you 
in the morning, it is helpful to tell him/her what 
your day will be like and to remind him/her that 
you’ll be seeing each other that afternoon or 
evening.  Specify the time and place and be sure 
to let him/her know you’ll be looking forward to 
hearing about the day’s activities. 
 
•While we understand occasional delays -- the 
alarm didn’t go off, the dog got loose, and that 

matching sock couldn’t be found -- please help 
your child to be on time for school.  Having all 
students begin the day together helps ensure a 
smooth start and maximizes learning 
opportunities for everyone.  
 
•If your child has been voicing resistance, give 
him/her something to concentrate on during the 
walk or bus/car ride to school.  Suggest, for 
example, that he/she play detective by counting 
the number of dogs, fences, flags, gardens, etc. 
along the way. 
 
•If accompanying your child to school, we 
recommend that you say good-bye in the car or 
on the playground where staff will be 
supervising and greeting children as they arrive.  
Escorting your child to the classroom will 
usually prolong any separation problems.  If you 
need to speak with the teacher it is best to leave 
him/her a message at the office so he/she can 
call or e-mail you when he/she is not with 
students.  If you have an urgent message we will 
see that it is relayed immediately. 
 
•Keeping your child happy, motivated, and 
learning during the school day is our job, but we 
need your help!  Providing your child with low 
sugar or sugarless high energy snacks such as 
fresh fruits, 100% fruit juice, raw vegetables, 
cheese and crackers, popcorn, energy bars, etc., 
and ensuring a proper night’s sleep will help 
your child remain alert and focused throughout 
the day.   
 
•We believe that a healthy home-school 
connection is essential for children’s well-being.  
Please let us know of any changes at home that 
we should be aware of that could be affecting 
your child emotionally and/or anything your 
child shares about school that warrants adult 
involvement and intervention.  
 
•We hope these suggestions have been helpful. 
If your child does experience separation 
anxieties, rest assured that we will meet his/her 
emotional needs at once. We look forward to 
welcoming all of our wonderful students very 
soon! ! 



!

Cape%Robotics%
!

Grade!3(4!!
“Basic!Lego!Mechanisms”!course!

!
6!Wednesdays!after!school!

starts!Wednesday,!September!10!
!

!
Come!build!and!experience!robot!drive!systems,!lift!mechanisms,!

and!grabbers.!!Our!Legos,!your!mind!and!hands.!
!

For!more!information,!visit!CapeRobotics.com.!!
!

Register!online.!!
!




