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Dear Pond Cove Families & Friends: 
 

WELCOME BACK! 
For our rising kindergarten families, as well as 
families of 1st through 4th graders who are new to 
Pond Cove, please accept a warm welcome from 
all of us at Pond Cove!  To all of our returning 
Pond Cove families, we say welcome back for 
another exciting school year. J 
 
I hope each of you enjoyed this beautiful summer 
with your families.  One of the many gifts of living 
in Maine is, of course, the summer, and what a 
glorious one it was.  
 
While we have missed the sounds of children’s 
voices and squeals of laughter throughout most of 
the summer, we have been surrounded by the busy 
construction sounds of hammers, drills, etc. Pond 
Cove has had roof replacements on certain sections 
of the building, as well as the installation of new 
lockers in the 3rd grade wing that have replaced the 
building’s oldest lockers. Our locker installations 
will be completed next summer when the 4th grade 
and allied arts wings receive new lockers. 
 

 
 
 

PC LIBRARY LEARNING COMMONS FOR 
21st CENTURY LEARNERS: 

THANK YOU CEEF! 
Thanks to an extremely generous grant from the Cape 
Elizabeth Education Foundation, Pond Cove’s former 
Media Center and Creation Station literally have  
transformed throughout the summer to become the 
Pond Cove Library Learning Commons for 21st Century 
Learners.  Co-authored by librarian/media specialist 
Cameron Rosenblum and technology teacher/integrator 
Tom Charltray, the CEEA grant for our new Pond Cove 
LLC promotes innovative teaching and learning that 
will be key to the “4 Cs of 21st Century Skills” – critical 
thinking, communication, collaboration and creativity. 
 
The Pond Cove LLC for 21st Century Learners will 
include a production studio, a 3-D printing/design suite, 
as well as significant structural changes to “create a 
fluid, flexible innovation space where students and 
teachers ‘play’ with ideas” that enhance thinking and 
understanding through multiple pathways.  Also, in 
partnership with the Cape Elizabeth Land Trust, 
teaching and learning components of Cape’s natural 
resources will be included as this exciting new space 
continues to transform over time. Stay tuned for more 
information and our Grand Opening coming soon! 

 

 
 
 
 
 

NEW 
GRADE, 
NEW 
LOCKERS: 
3rd grader 
Maya L. 
stands happy 
and tall next 
to the new 3rd 
grade lockers! 

HELPING HANDS: Cape soccer player Jonas M. and 
his JV soccer teammates volunteered to stack thousands 
of books in the PC LLC’s brand new shelving – amazing 
display of collaboration between our schools!  Thank 
you, boys, and Coach Dave Croft! 



  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OUR SAFETY & SECURITY MEASURES: 
THANKS IN ADVANCE FOR DOING YOUR 

PART FROM DAY ONE  
Whether your family is new to Pond Cove or is 
returning, it is important to know that we take the 
safety and security of our students, staff, volunteers 
and visitors very seriously. To that end, we ask that 
you follow am important part of our security protocol 
beginning on the very first day of school.  ALL of 
Pond Cove’s doors will remain locked at all times.  
Anyone who wishes to enter the school must first ring 
the buzzer at the entrance. Once our office staff 
confirms your identity through voice and video 
camera, the door will unlock for you to enter.  All 
parents and guardians who choose to drop off their 
children at school must say good-bye in the car or 
outside.  As part of our security protocol, we do not 
permit parents/guardians to escort children to 
classrooms upon arrival. If any children exhibit 
distress upon entering school, rest assured that our 
caring and supportive staff will be on hand to assist 
your child, and you will receive follow-up 
communication to let you know how your child has 
settled in. Please see our “Tips for a Smooth 
Transition Back to School” in this issue to help make 
your child’s start to school a positive one. 
 
Parents and guardians will continue to receive 
communication from the Pond Cove office for 
updating information in PowerSchool.  It is essential 
that this information be updated immediately so that  

we know how you can be reached in the event of an 
emergency. Thanks in advance for your 
cooperation and understanding! 
 
2016-2017: A FABULOUS YEAR AHEAD 

Should you have any concerns throughout the 
school year about your child, please plan to first 
contact his or her classroom teacher as we believe 
that is the best place work toward common 
understandings and resolutions before little 
problems evolve into bigger ones.  In addition, our 
support staff provides multiple opportunities for 
support and interventions so please know that your 
child will be in very good hands. You also may 
contact Assistant Principal Theresa Curran 
(tcurran@capeelizabethschools.org) or me 
(khasson@capeelizabethschools.org) at any time as 
building and sustaining relationships with all of our 
Pond Cove families is very important to us. 
 
Someone once said that September is the month 
when everything is still possible. Each of us at 
Pond Cove School is committed to harnessing that 
wonderful back-to-school energy that abounds, and 
maintaining a strong momentum for high quality 
teaching and learning throughout the school year. 
Of equal importance to us is to ensure that your 
children leave school each day feeling happy and 
fulfilled, and looking forward to the next school 
day. We invite each of you to partner with us as 
your child begins his or her 2016-2017 journey of 
learning. We value a healthy home-school 
partnership and believe working together is 
essential to your child’s well-being and success. A 
new year of hopes, dreams and possibilities now 
beckons – treasure your child’s passion, enthusiasm 
and discoveries! 
 
Warm Regards, 
Kelly 
Kelly Hasson, Principal 

POND COVE PARENTS ASSOCIATION 
Visit the PCPA web page to stay 
current with their activities: 
http://capepcpa.org/ 
 
Also, be sure to sign up to receive 
their weekly newsletter! 
 

SIBLINGS READY FOR SCHOOL! Kindergartner 
Elijah D. and his 2nd & 4th grade sisters Shiloh and 
Moriah share their excitement for the opening of 
school. Equally happy for school to start is math 
specialist Debbie Butterworth who looks on following 
the family’s visit to Pond Cove’s Math Lab! 



 

 
Our Tips for a Smooth Transition  

for All Children 
We often expect some kindergartners to have initial 
separation anxieties as they approach their first public 
school experience. Following the carefree days of summer, 
however, older children often may experience back-to-
school jitters, as well. So, whether your child is a quiet five 
year-old or a seemingly confident nine year-old, we 
recommend the following tips for a successful start to the 
school year: 
 
•If your child is reluctant to say good-bye to you in the 
morning, it is helpful to tell him or her what your day will 
be like and to remind him or her that you’ll be seeing each 
other that afternoon or evening. Specify the time and place, 
and be sure to let him or her know that you’ll be looking 
forward to hearing about the school day’s activities. 
 
•While we understand the occasional delay, please help 
your child to be on time for school each day. Having all 
students begin the day together helps ensure a smooth start 
and maximizes learning opportunities for everyone. 
 
•If your child has been voicing resistance, give him or her 
something to concentrate on during the walk or bus/car 
ride to school. Suggest, for example, that he or she play 
detective by counting the number of dogs, fences, flags, 
mailboxes, etc. along the way. 
 
•If accompanying your child to school, we recommend that 
you say good-bye in the car or on the sidewalk where 
supervising staff will be greeting children. Delaying good-
byes may prolong any separation problems. 
 
•Keeping your child happy, motivated and learning during 
the school day is our job, but we need your help! Providing 
your child with low sugar or sugarless high energy snacks 
such as fresh fruits, 100% fruit juice or water, raw veggies, 
cheese, etc., and ensuring a proper night’s sleep will help 
your child remain alert and focused throughout the school 
day. 
 
•We believe that a healthy home-school connection is 
essential for children’s well-being. Please let us know of 
any changes at home that we should be aware of that could 
be affecting your child emotionally, and/or anything your 
child shares about school that warrants adult involvement 
and/or intervention.   
 
•If your child does experience any separation anxieties, 
rest assured that we will meet his or her emotional needs at 
once. We look forward to welcoming all of our K-4 
students and making this a safe, happy and productive 
school year! 

Pond Cove Calendar* 
Please mark your calendars too! 

*The Cape Elizabeth School Department has a 
brand new website, as does each of its three 
schools! Many thanks to the Cape Technology 
Department for their hard work over the 
summer. The Pond Cove website includes 
upcoming dates of important events for Pond 
Cove so please check our website frequently 
for up to date events. We will continue to 
provide a calendar of events in our 
newsletters. Also, please check out Twitter 
for daily happenings too: 
http://twitter.com/KHassonCE 
 
SEPTEMBER: 
9/06: First Day of School for Grades 1-12 
9/09: First Day of School for Kindergarten 
9/19: K-4 Early Release Day for Professional   
Development – 12:05 pm Dismissal 
9/20: Pond Cove PICTURE DAY 
9/20: Pond Cove Parent Technology Night 
6:30 – 7:30 pm 
9/26: Kindergarten Open House 6:00-7:00 pm 
9/26: Grades 2 & 4 Open House 6:30-7:30 pm 
9/28: Grades 1 & 3 Open House 6:30-7:30 pm 
 
OCTOBER: 
10/10: Columbus Day Holiday – No School 
10/15:  PCPA Harvest Festival 
10/20: K-12 Early Release Day for Parent 
Conferences; Pond Cove Dismissal @ 12:05 pm 
10/21: No School for K-12; Parent 
Conferences  
10/25: Pond Cove Picture Make-Up Day 
 
NOVEMBER: 
11/08: Teacher Professional Development Day 
– No School K-12 (also Election Day) 
11/11:  Veterans Day – No School 
11/23-25: Thanksgiving Break – No School 
 
DECEMBER: 
12/05: K-4 Early Release Day for Professional 
Development – 12:05 pm Dismissal 
12/23 – 1/02: Winter Break – No School 
 


