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Dear Pond Cove Families & Friends: 
 

 
HEY, I KNOW THAT GUY: Yes, that’s Mr. C. on the 
cover! #PondCoveCelebrity #CapeInnovates 
 
I am delighted to share that own Tom Charltray, Pond 
Cove’s K-4 technology integrator and teacher, is 
featured in the October issue of Maine Educator, the 
monthly magazine of the Maine Education 
Association. Written by the MEA last spring, the 
featured article highlights Mr. Charltray’s work with 
3rd graders to help students integrate the world of 
Minecraft through a fairytale adaptation project. 
Minecraft is a popular video game where players 
“create their own worlds and experiences” using a 
variety of resources and ingenuity. Mr. Charltray 
leveraged Minecraft to motivate students to be more 
powerful and creative writers, and then extend their 
learning through innovative ways.  Explains Mr. 
Charltray, “Students wrote their own fairytales and 
then created that world in Minecraft.” The teaching 
and learning involved was rigorous, engaging and 
exceptionally motivating.  Students explained in the 
article what made their work so motivating and how 
they problem solved collaboratively to create their 
projects.  For teachers, such projects provide authentic 
opportunities for their own professional learning and 
growth, the conditions to partner with colleagues and 
provide more innovative learning experiences for 
students as we prepare them to be 21st Century 
citizens who contribute responsibly and productively.  
 
“I think our biggest challenge here is to make 
sure these kids are leaving us as amazing 21st 
Century learners. We shouldn’t be making 
incredible Jeopardy contestants; we should be 
making kids who can cure cancer.” 
-- Tom Charltray 
 
 
 

COLORS OF THE SEASON! 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

ARTIST WORKS FROM TOP TO BOTTOM: 3rd grade cray 
pas rubbings, 4th grade pumpkin mosaic, and kindergarten 
Impressionist watercolor leaves 

 



  

PCPA HARVEST FESTIVAL THIS SATURDAY! 
Please be sure to come to one of the Pond Cove Parents 
Association’s biggest and most fun fundraisers of the year 
tomorrow from 4:00 to 7:00 pm! Please read the special 
requests from the PCPA within this issue seeking 
volunteers that are still very much needed!  Interested 
parents and guardians do not need to commit for a lengthy 
time so I strongly urge you to consider signing up for a shift 
to run a game, serve food, paint sweet little faces, sell 
tickets and more – there’s something for everyone!  Please 
note that the Harvest Festival end time has been changed to 
accommodate a high school event so that our high school 
volunteers can attend. 
 

DISMISSAL: PLEASE READ IMPORTANT 
PROCEDURES IN A SEPARATE EMAIL 

Please be sure to review our Pond Cove dismissal 
procedures that are being e-mailed to all families for clarity 
and easy reference. With close to 550 students, the safety 
and security of all of them is always our number one 
concern during dismissal. Please watch your inbox for this 
important information – we want to ensure that all children 
arrive safe and sound to their accurate destinations! 
 

NEW BUDDY BENCH ON PLAYGROUND 
Please be sure to check out School Counselor Bri 
Gallagher’s informational piece in this issue about our new 
Buddy Bench on the playground! 
 

PARENT CONFERENCES NEXT WEEK 
Depending upon individual teachers’ conference schedules, 
most parent/guardian conferences will take place next week. 
This is an opportunity for you, as parents, to discuss your 
child’s progress thus far in the school year with his or her 
teacher. Our teachers and support staff have worked hard to 
prepare for these important meetings with you, and will 
have valuable information to share about your child’s 
academic and social-emotional progress. They are eager to 
have a fruitful dialogue with you as you partner with us for 
the benefit of your child’s success.   
 
*Also, please be sure to check out the PCPA Scholastic 
Book Fair in our “Knuckle” area just past our Allied Arts 
classrooms before or after your conferences! 
 

THANK YOU, FAMILIES & PCPA! 
As always, thank you, families, for your tremendous 
support in all that we do here at Pond Cove.  A special 
shout out to the PCPA and all of the volunteers who will be 
helping to make Saturday’s Harvest Festival such a fun 
event for our students. I look forward to seeing as many of 
you as possible at this festive event tomorrow! J 
 
Warm Regards, 

Kelly 
Kelly Hasson, Principal  
 
 
 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED: HARVEST FEST! 
 

*Please contact Cori Ketchum: 
cketchampcpa@gmail.com 
 
• 2 more pick up trucks in the morning and evening 

to help with moving games/decorations for 
set up and break down 

• Adults to staff the indoor games 
• Servers for the Harvest Meal 
• Volunteers to run Outside stations (Games, 

Popcorn, Mini Golf) from 5:30-7  
• More people to help clean up and break down 
• A Volunteer to return mums and pumpkins to 

Broadway Gardens on Sunday 
• A Volunteer to return Mini Golf to One Stop 

Event Rental on Monday (with pick up 
truck) 

• Extension Cords 
• Inflatable decorations  

Pond Cove Calendar 
The Pond Cove website includes upcoming dates of 
important events for Pond Cove so please check our 
website frequently for up to date events. We will 
continue to provide a calendar of events in our 
newsletters. Also, please check out Twitter for regular 
happenings too: http://twitter.com/KHassonCE 
OCTOBER: 
10/15:  PCPA Harvest Festival! 
10/17-10/20: PCPA Scholastic Book Fair 
10/20: K-12 Early Release Day for Parent Conferences; 
Pond Cove Dismissal @ 12:05 pm 
10/21: No School for grades K-12; Parent Conferences  
10/25: Pond Cove Picture Make-Up Day 
 
NOVEMBER: 
11/08: Teacher Professional Development Day – No 
School K-12 (also Election Day) 
11/11:  Veterans Day – No School 
11/23-25: Thanksgiving Break – No School 
 
DECEMBER: 
12/05: K-4 Early Release Day for Professional 
Development – 12:05 pm Dismissal 
12/23 – 1/02: Winter Break – No School 

POND COVE PARENTS ASSOCIATION 
Visit the PCPA web page to stay 
current with their activities: 
http://capepcpa.org/ 
 
Also, be sure to sign up to receive 
their weekly newsletter! 
 



 

BUDDY BENCH: 
OUR NEW PLAYGROUND ADDITION 
THAT PROMOTES FRIENDSHIP & 

INCLUSIVENESS! 

 
A WELCOMING SPOT: Pond Cove’s new Buddy Bench! 
 
Thanks to a departing gift from last year’s 4th graders 
and the Pond Cove Parents Association, Pond Cove 
School is now the proud owners of a Buddy Bench!   
What is a buddy bench, you ask?  Basically, a Buddy 
Bench is a designated bench that students can use as a 
way to connect with new friends.  Let's say that you can't 
find anyone to play with but are nervous to walk over 
and ask a new group to play, you can take a seat on the 
buddy bench, which signals to others that you would like 
to be included.  Before you know it, your classmates will 
be headed over to you with invitations to play!   
 
During the first round of guidance classes this school 
year we watched a movie that Ms. Tweedie's 4th grade 
class helped me to create.  The movie gave valuable 
information about the Buddy Bench and included skits 
that showed how students might use the bench during 
recess time.  We are currently reading the book The 
Invisible Boy in guidance class to talk more about the 
importance of including others and ensuring that all 
students feel connected and cared about at school (by 
their teachers and their peers).  Our work with the Buddy 
Bench is still very much in progress.  We will continue to 
do work around being flexible with our friends, how to 
say no politely, and how to sustain positive play and 
interactions.   I encourage you to check my blog 
regularly to stay up to date with Buddy Bench news, as 
well as other school counselor related updates!  
 
Thanks for reading and for your support! 
Bri Gallagher/ Mrs. G 
 
Visit my teacher website at:  
http://pondcoveguidance.blogspot.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
STUDENT’S GREAT IDEA BECOMES A REALITY: 
The idea to get a Pond Cove Buddy Bench started a 
few years ago when Josie (above with Mrs. G) came 
to Pond Cove from St. George's School in England.  
Josie told Mrs. G about a Buddy Bench that she had at 
her school in England, and Mrs. G thought it was a 
fantastic idea!  Josie said that she "loved how when 
someone sat down someone would notice them and 
include them.”  Although Josie is now in the middle 
school, she is still so excited that her dream came to 
fruition!  We’ve also learned that some of our other 
students had Buddy Benches at their former schools.  
Some of them also have helped Mrs. G in making this 
important work happen! We are grateful to Josie for 
bringing this wonderful concept to Pond Cove, and to 
Mrs. G for her great efforts to bring the Buddy Bench 
to Pond Cove, and to do such thorough and relevant 
work with all of our K-4 students to introduce it so it 
can be successful in the spirit of friendship and 
inclusiveness!   
 

 
4th GRADE NATURALIST: Josie S. in Mrs. Ham’s 
class showcases animal habitats that he and his 
classmates created using natural materials. 4th grade 
utilizes Robinson Woods as its outdoor classroom 
throughout the school year for its science studies and in 
partnership with the Cape Elizabeth Land Trust. 

 
 
 
 



 


