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TOP OF THE CLASS! 

 
3rd grade teacher Talya Edlund reacts after being named the 2016 Maine Teacher of 
the Year at a surprise ceremony yesterday morning by State Deputy Commissioner of 
Education Rachelle Tome at Talya’s left.  Principal Kelly Hasson and Superintendent 
Meredith Nadeau could not have been more proud! 

Talya Edlund Named 2016 Maine 
Teacher of the Year! 

During a top secret surprise ceremony yesterday morning where we packed our 573 K-4 students, 
Department of Education representatives, state representatives, school board members, town 
councilors, top administrators from the University of Southern Maine, former teachers of the year 
and many more, 3rd grade teacher Talya Edlund was named the 2016 Maine Teacher of the Year!  As 
a school community, we could not be more proud.  Beginning last year, Talya was chosen as 
Cumberland County Teacher of the year. 311 teachers were nominated from all 16 Maine counties.  
Talya was then selected as one of 16 semifinalists, which then narrowed down to eight finalists and,  
 
 



 

  

Calendar 
 
OCTOBER 
8th:  Gr 2 & 3 Open House 6:30 to 7:30 PM 
9th: K-12 Professional Dev.- No School 
12th: Columbus Day –No School 
15th- 22nd:  PCPA Book Fair 
17th:  PCPA Harvest Festival 4:00 to 8:00 
PM 
22nd: Early Release Day at 12:00 noon for  
 Parent/Teacher Conferences 
23rd:  Parent Conference Day –Students do 
not attend 
 
November 
11th: Veterans Day – No School 
16th:  Early Release at 12:00 noon 
25th -27th Thanksgiving Break 
 
December 
7th:  Early Release 12:00 noon 
23rd-31st Winter Break 
 
January 

When Talya arrived in the cafetorium with her 
class, she simply brought down the house.  
Keeping her students off the stage was like 
trying to keep fans away from getting too close 
to rock stars at a concert!    
 
Emblematic of All of our Great Teachers 
Superintendent Nadeau sent out a wonderful 
letter to all families announcing our exciting 
news yesterday and she could not have 
conveyed it better so please be sure to read it.  
Talya is, indeed, an extraordinary teacher, but 
in her remarks yesterday she described her 
gifts – hrt wonderful colleagues who her have 
taught her so much, the support she gets from 
parents and the community, her fabulous 
family and, of course, her students who she 
stated that she truly loves.  We are so proud of 
Talya, but we are so proud of ALL o our staff 
who help Pond Cove  be the best it can be.   
Can we improve?  Always – that’s what good 
teaching and learning is all about!  Beginning 
in January, Talya will still be teaching at Pond 
Cove, but also will be traveling around the 
state and to exciting conferences as part of her 
responsibilities.   We have NO doubt that 
Talya will be a extraordinary ambassador for  

finally three state finalists. The process has 
been a rigorous one requiring multiple essays 
on education, a portfolio, a presentation at the 
University of Maine and a site visit by DOE 
and former teachers of the year last Wednesday 
who interviewed students, staff, parents, 
community members and administrators.  They 
also were given a school tour by 4th graders 
who were Talya’s former students and then the 
visiting team observed her teach a class – no 
pressure at all! 
 
Just how did we keep this a surprise?  Well, 
I was notified last Wednesday and it was the 
most challenging secret I think I’ve ever kept. 
However, Superintendent Nadeau and I had a a 
lot of fun coming up with a clandestine plan to 
make sure the cafetorium was available for the 
ceremony and that students, staff and Talya 
would not find out. Our food service director 
Peter Esposito arranged bag lunches under the 
ruse that our refrigeration system 
malfunctioned.  Gym teacher David Shields 
was asked to hold gym class outside so we 
could set up for a reception that we said was 
intended for the 250th Anniversary volunteers.  
My toughest sell was telling four classes last 
Friday that they had to reschedule their field 
trips to Alewives Farm instead of going on 
Monday.  They were dumbfounded and 
politely tried to insist that the weather was 
going to be nice.  I had to tell yet another 
“white lie” saying, “Oh, no, I’ve learned 
there’s a good chance that the weather might 
shift and we need to be proactive just in case 
so please reschedule.”   
 
Talya’s husband Robert was on the top of a 
13,000 foot mountain in Colorado when I 
called him with the news and he shouted from, 
well, the Colorado rafters (and the phone 
reception was great).  As a devoted and proud 
spouse, he took an early flight home.  Finally, I 
called all students and staff down to the 
cafetorium at 9:40 yesterday and said that 
we’re going to have a celebration for all that 
we did for Cape’s 250th Anniversary.  There 
are a lot more stories, but, needless to say, the 
cat quickly got out of the bag that morning and 
many staff and students quickly figured it out.  



 

education in our great state of Maine and beyond.  
She, no doubt, will share her innovative expertise, 
curriculum knowledge and compassion for all 
children, but she also will bring back new 
learning to Pond Cove – so it’s a win-win!  
 
As you can imagine, almost every member of the 
press was present at Talya’s ceremony so be sure 
to check out the local media in print and online as 
there are some great videos and photos (due to 
copyright laws, we couldn’t use the media’s 
photos, but watch for lots of information and 
more photos on a special bulletin board in the 
lobby devoted to Talya’s amazing 
accomplishment).  
 
Here are a few photos that were taken by family 
members and staff that we think you will enjoy: 

Need we say more? 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
TRIFECTA OF PRIDE:  Maine Teacher of 
the Year Talya Edlund, Principal Kelly 
Hasson and Superintendent Meredith 
Nadeau gushing immediately after Talya’s 
exciting announcement! 
 
RARE EVENT! While there is usually a 
variety of news in our weekly newsletters, we 
felt this one deserved a special topic.  Please 
be sure to check the calendar for exciting and 
busy upcoming events.  Grade 2 & 3 families, 
we look forward to seeing you at this 
Thursday’s Open House from 6:30-7:30 PM! 
 
Sincerely, 
Kelly 
Kelly Hasson, Principal 

Talya giving 
her thank 
you remarks 
while, as 
always, 
captivating 
her students. 



Coming Soon! 
The PCPA’s 2015 Scholastic Book Fair 

Come enter the MONSTER of all book fairs this October 15-22 in the Pond Cove Media Center 
for the PCPA’s annual Scholastic Book Fair where you will find a fabulous selection of books 
and a chance to practice those essential reading skills. This year’s theme is Monsters: Reading 
is so Much Fun It Gives You Goosebumps!  See what Greg and Rowley have in store in the new 
Diary of a Wimpy Kid 10: Old School. Check out some of the featured books at our Pond Cove 
Book Fair homepage http://bookfairs.scholastic.com/homepage/pondcove. 

The Book Fair hours will be  
Thursday, October 15: 9:00am-4:30pm and FAMILY NIGHT 6:30-8:30pm 
Friday, October 16: 9:00am-4:30pm 
Monday, October 19: 9:00am-4:30pm 
Tuesday, October 20: 9:00am-4:30pm and FAMILY NIGHT 6:30-8:30pm 
Wednesday, October 21: 9:00am-4:30pm 
Thursday, October 22: 9:00am-1:00pm 

Visit the PCPA’s website for class visit time and more information about this year’s fair… 
including some changes to the event that your children will need to be aware of.  
http://capepcpa.org/eventsprograms/scholastic-book-fair/ 
This year, as in the past, most classes will visit the book fair during their normal Media Center 
time in the 6-day allied arts rotation. Again, there will be no scheduled visits for Kindergarteners, 
but they are invited to visit with their parents after school and during one of family nights. 

VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED! Please click on the link and sign up for a time to volunteer at the 
fair. Please READ the directions at the top of the google doc before signing up for a time. 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1kLRVN-
abDYxyzhSwkJxdEUvIQ1vwy_p0e5ocIFX6BIY/edit?usp=sharing 

Book swap: New this year, grades 1-4. From October 5th-8th, there will be a box in your child’s 
classroom for families to donate books that will be part of a swap at this year’s fair. Please visit 
the PCPA’s website at the link above for more information about how the swap will be 
incorporated into the fair.   

http://bookfairs.scholastic.com/homepage/pondcove
http://capepcpa.org/eventsprograms/scholastic-book-fair/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1kLRVN-abDYxyzhSwkJxdEUvIQ1vwy_p0e5ocIFX6BIY/edit?usp=sharing

