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Dear Pond Cove Families & Friends: 
 

2016 MAINE  
TEACHER OF THE YEAR GALA: 

A NIGHT TO REMEMEBER IN HONOR 
OF ONE OF OUR OWN! 

Our own 3rd grade teacher and 2016 Maine Teacher 
of the Year Talya Edlund was honored, along with all 
of Maine’s County Teachers of the Year, at a 
sparkling gala at the Cross Center in Bangor this past 
Saturday evening.  It was not only an evening to 
celebrate Talya, but a tribute to all 16 County 
Teachers of the Year (TOY), and a spectacular 
homage to the impact of inspiring teachers past and 
present.  Distinguished guests who spoke included 
Senator Susan Collins who shared a story of her 
favorite teacher (2nd grade), as well as acting 
Commissioner of Education Bill Beardsley who read 
a proclamation from Governor LePage professing 
November 14th to be “Talya Edlund Day!”  
 
Talya and the County Teachers of the Year received 
monogramed LL Bean bags filled with many 
wonderful gifts from Maine businesses from around 
the state.  Among Talya’s special gifts included a 
gold mini-iPad from the Association of  
Computer Technology Educators of Maine 
(ACTEM), the latest interactive white board from 
SMART technologies with notebook software for her 
classroom and her own personalized license plate 
from Maine’s Secretary of State Matthew Dunlap! 

Gifts and accolades aside, perhaps the most 
poignant moment of the evening was when Talya 
delivered a powerful speech that concluded the 
event.  Here is an excerpt as she spoke about the 
importance of sparking curiosity in children: 
“So here is where curiosity comes in. 
Researchers have identified curiosity as a 
propulsive force. It inspires kids regardless of 
their zip codes to wonder, to ask, to seek. 
Curiosity makes learning irresistible and I 
believe it can be the frontier of social change. 
And here is the best part –  student curiosity is 
free. It is a powerful resource that is available to 
any teacher at any time. Cultivating wonder and 
curiosity is an opportunity for students and 
teachers to geek out on their passions, and to 
discover paths they would like to explore. Here 
in Maine, many of our schools and communities 
are immersed in this work already, and we are 
seeing how fostering a love of learning by 
tapping into student curiosity ignites the joy of 
learning in all of us." 
 
Take a look around Pond Cove and you’ll find 
evidence of what Talya is talking about just 
about everywhere.  Indeed, she is in very good 
company with amazing colleagues no matter 
their grade, specialty or position.  We want Pond 
Cove to continuously breed curiosity, and we 
relish our jobs in helping students find their 
passions. 
 

Reminder: Nonesuch Book Night 
Fundraiser Tonight, November 19th:   

6:00 to 8:00 PM 
Sponsored by the Pond Cove, Middle School and 
High School Parents Associations, Nonesuch 
Books in the Millcreek Shopping Center in South 
Portland will generously donate 20% of tonight’s 
proceeds to all three parents associations.  Come 
shop for books, gifts and more while you mingle 
with complimentary refreshments.  Cape High 
School students will provide gift wrapping too! 

EASY RIDER: 
With her new 
custom license 
plate, it will be 
pretty easy to 
spot Ms. 
Edlund driving 
around town! 
Maybe she’ll 
take me for a 
ride . . . 



  

 
November 
•19th:  Nonesuch Book Night sponsored by 
PC, MS and HS Parents’ Associations 
•25th - 27th:  Thanksgiving Break 
 
December 
•4th: Volunteer Awareness Session – 9:15 
a.m. in the Pond Cove cafetorium 
•7th:  Early Release for K-4 Professional  
      Development - Dismissal at 12:00 noon 
•23th: Coder Express Technology Night 
•23rd - 31st:  Winter Break 
 
January 
•1st:   Winter Break continues 
•4th:  School resumes – Welcome Back! 
•15th: K-12 Professional Day – No School 
for K-12 students 
•18th: Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday – No 
School 

CROMWELL CENTER FOR DISABILITIES 
AWARENESS A HUGE SUCCESS! 

 
 

 
FRIENDS COME WITH ALL TYPES OF ABILITIES: 
Cromwell Center volunteer Deb Bergeron (left rear) and 
Sarah Adams pose with her 3rd graders following a 
powerful lesson on individuals with disabilities who also 
possess so many abilities. Each class received 
bookmarks, a book and a poster that students are 
showcasing.  
I had the pleasure of being in classrooms last week 
while the Cromwell Center for Disabilities Awareness 
was engaging students in learning experiences to raise 
awareness, respect and understanding of individuals 
with a variety of disabilities and how such disabilities 
do not hold them back from leading productive and 
successful lives.  Gathered on a rug in Sarah Adam’s 
3rd grade, students worked with Cromwell volunteer 
Deb    who did brainstorming with students and then 
played an activity where she asked students to stand 
voluntarily if a member of their extended family had a 
specific type of disability.  For example, she asked, 
“Please stand if someone in your family has a hard 
time hearing.” When several students stood up she 
asked, “Now think of something that person does 
well.”  Responses included, “My grandpa chops wood 
well.” “My grandma is a good cook.” “My grampy 
tells funny jokes.”  This activity continued with 
various disabilities referenced, but without putting any 
students on the spot. 
 
Fourth graders had some tough choices to make when 
their respective volunteers from the Cromwell Center 
asked them to identify which of 6 individuals they 
thought had some type of disability as one of their 
cooperative learning experiences.  Among the photos 
they were shown included physicist Stephen Hawking, 
singers Beyonce and Justin Timberlake, Glee star 
Lauren Potter, pro snowboarder Amy Purdy and NFL 

So, how many of these photographed individuals 
have a disability?  All of them.  To learn about 
them, ask your 4th grader (if you have one) and, if 
not, do a little research with your child at home!  
The Cromwell Center will conclude their work 
with Tara Bucci and Kate Whipple’s 4th grade 
classes, as well as all six 2nd grades, this Friday.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PROBLEM SOLVING TOGETHER: 4TH graders in Erik 
Nielsen’s class place green squares on individuals they 
believe have disabilities, and red spares for those whom 
they believe do not have disabilities.  

“What does 
this say???” 
4th graders in 
Christine 
Tweedie’s class 
worked 
collaboratively 
to decode text 
that was 
written in a 
way a person 
with dyslexia 
would see it.  



 

As informative as the work of the Cromwell Center 
for Disabilities Awareness was for students, our staff 
(including me!) found it equally compelling.  The 
intention is for all of us at Pond Cove to build upon 
what children have learned and leverage what we 
learned to help students gain a greater awareness and 
respect for everyone’s differences. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
COLLAGE BIRDS: 1st graders in Debra Sy’s class 
showcase stunning birds they created with Art Teacher 
Maryjane Johnston.  Do you want to learn and see more 
about our Mrs. Johnston’s art program?  Please check out 
her blog at: http://pondcoveart.blogspot.com/ 
 

 
HAPPY THANKSGIVING TO ALL! 

With this being a time of expressing gratitude, please 
know that all of us at Pond Cove are grateful for you, 
dear Pond Cove families!  And, of course, we are 
thankful for the wonderful children you send our way 
each day!  I hope all of you have a wonderful 
Thanksgiving with loved ones. Enjoy the extended 
time with your families! 
 
Sincerely, 
Kelly 
Kelly Hasson, Principal 
 
 

HONORING OUR VETERANS AND 
OUR COUNTRY! 

 
Enjoy these scenes from around the school 
that show appreciation and understanding of 
Veterans Day, as well as symbols that are 
emblematic of the United States. 

CLOSE TO HOME – IN HONOR OF FAMILY 
MEMBERS WHO SERVED:  As the concept of 
Veterans Day is not always easy for young children to 
understand, teachers work hard to make it relevant and 
acceptable for their children’s developmental capacities 
for understanding.  To that end, Amy had her students 
create a graph of how many people service in some 
branch of our armed service. 

WHO WILL RESIDE HERE BEGINNING IN 
2017?  We’ll save that debate for now, but in the 
meantime, 2nd graders have been studying symbolism 
and special landmarks emblematic of the United States. 
What a wonderful rendition of our country’s most 
famous residence!    


