
 

Pond Cove Elementary  
Newsletter 

    September 14, 2014 

Dear Pond Cove Families & Friends: 
 
PEACEFUL POND COVE 
As you have read within the e-mail that 
provided the link to this week’s newsletter, 
another important link was included to 
information that offers a comprehensive 
overview of our “Peaceful Pond Cove” school 
wide practices.  Please take the time to read 
our Peaceful Pond Cove information as it 
details how, as a school community, we work 
to provide a safe, welcoming and inclusive 
learning environment for all students.  Initially 
funded by a generous Cape Elizabeth 
Education Foundation grant, and now 
entering our second full year implementing 
our Peaceful Pond Cove practices, I cannot 
stress how important this work is for helping 
all of our students feel a true sense of 
belonging and connectedness with their peers 
and staff, and for supporting them as they 
navigate and learn from social challenges that 
may arise at school.  As with last year, we will 
include a “Peaceful Pond Cove Corner” 
periodically in our newsletters on topics that 
connect to children’s developmental needs 
and helpful tips and resources for families. 
 
BUILDING & VALUING COMMUNITY 
Connecting to our Peaceful Pond Cove 
practices, our students and staff have been 
busy building cohesive classroom 
communities as they learn what they may 
have in common and to value differences that 
make them unique.  In addition to building 
their own classroom communities, students 
have been learning how to be responsible and 
welcoming to others around the school. An 
excellent example was last Friday’s 
impromptu performance by several 4th grade 
girls who had organized and rehearsed a 
soccer chant for our K-2 students during lunch 
to celebrate upcoming weekend games as a 
fun way to entertain and connect with 
younger peers. Check out the photo of our 
girls practicing their exuberant chant! 

4th Graders: “Cape Soccer Rules!” 
Evidence of making friends and building 
connections has become more pervasive 
around the building since the start of school.  
Here are a few more examples: 
 2nd graders in 

Mrs. Carroll’s 
class read David 
Shannon’s A Bad 
Case of Stripes and 
created their own 
versions of what 
makes them 
colorful. Lucy K. 
shares her colors! 

3rd graders in Ms. 
Edlund’s class 
integrated math 
clues to help their 
peers learn more 
about them. At 
right, can you 
figure out Charlie 
S.? 

At left, Mrs. 
Siegmund’s 
2nd graders 
brainstormed 
attributes for 
being a good 
friend. 



HELP US DISPLAY  
CAPE’S SPIRIT OF COMMUNITY! 

Entering the Pond Cove lobby, surrounding our 
Peaceful Pond Cove bulletin board (with a 
growing body of Pond Cove staff), you may have 
noticed that four of our bulletin boards display 
the four words from the school district’s Mission, 
Vision, and Values statement: 
 Community, Academics, Passion and Ethics. 
Our plan is to make these words come alive 
conceptually for our students with concrete and 
relevant examples on each board.  We are asking 
for your help for our first one – Community!  We 
would love to display photos of students, family 
members and staff engaged in community events 
on our Community bulletin board.  Now this 
should be pretty easy, folks – think Beach to 
Beacon, Cape Challenge, sports events, trips to 
our beautiful Cape beaches, Fort Williams, 
Robinson Woods, our restaurant and ice cream 
venues and more!  If game, please drop off or 
send in a photo or two (hard copies only, please) 
with your child that we could display.  If you 
would like it returned, please indicate in pencil 
on the back of your photo. Photos can be any 
size, but should not be any larger than 8” X 11” 
(3” X 5”, 4” X 6” and 5” X 7” are ideal).  Also, 
this is about our community – so all photos 
should have been taken in Cape!  Thanks, 
everyone – with your help, I’m confident we’ll 
have this board filled in no time! 
 
CEEF KITCHEN TOUR FUNDRAISER 
One particularly fabulous Cape community 
event will be this Saturday, September 20th when 
CEEF’s biennial Kitchen Tour fundraiser takes 
place from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.  Please see more 
details in this newsletter and at www.ceef.us. 
 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 
Very special thanks to all of the parent volunteers 
who have helped in the lunch room during the 
past two weeks during our K-2 lunches.  Your 
assistance has been so appreciated and especially 
helped our kindergartners and first graders get off 
to a wonderful start learning lunch room 
routines.  With the theme of “community” on 
our minds, Pond Cove families, you help us 
highlight what is important for our students! 
Sincerely, 
Kelly   
Kelly Hasson, Principal 

MATH LAB NEWS 
 
Over 250 Pond Cove students practiced to maintain 
their math skills this summer by completing some 
fun activities contained in the annual Summer Math 
Fun packet sent home in June by the Pond Cove 
Math Lab with students entering grades 1-4. 
Sample activities included counting the number of 
steps to your mailbox...estimating, then counting 
the number of spoonfuls of cereal at 
breakfast...counting the number of times you can 
dribble a basketball in one minute...count by 2s as 
you're tying your shoes, how high have you counted 
by the time your shoes are tied?  

 
Second graders Emily P and Grant L, shown here 
with their completion certificates and math 
pencils, enthusiastically described the activity 
choices.  "I got to count the number of bubbles I 
could blow with my bubble stuff" said Emily.  "I 
blew 4 at once!"  Grant said he estimated how 
many Legos he had in a pile and then counted 
them.  "There were about 69 in the pile and I 
estimated 60, so I was pretty close." 
First graders Emmett C and Anna T, both in Ms. 
Kieran's class, also enjoyed doing some of the 
activities.  Emmett especially liked counting the 
number of steps from his front door to the 
refrigerator (23), and then estimated the number of 
pennies in a pile, and counted them.  "I don't 
remember my estimation or how many were really 
there, but I do remember that my estimation was 
really close." Anna had fun counting the number of 
stairs in her house, "I think there were 25 steps" she 
reported. Both of the first graders described how 
they counted the steps all the way around their 
houses.  Anna seemed to remember 99 steps, and 
Emmett said 25, explaining that he really took 
GIANT steps! 
All of the participating students agreed that this was 
a fun way to practice math right in their own homes, 
and all said enthusiastically "We can't wait to do it 
again next year!!!!!" 
 
-Debbie Butterworth, Math Lab teacher 



 Picture  
Day is  

Coming 
September 

19th! 

If you would like to order 
pictures please be sure to 
send in the envelope with 
your child or go on line 
(lifetouch.com) to order 
and send in the 
confirmation slip. 
All students will receive 
a group class photo 
whether or not a picture 
packet is purchased. 

Chelsea Had Some  
Chocolate Milk 

by Kenn Nesbitt 
 

Chelsea had some chocolate milk 
but spilled it on her shirt. 
Jackson got his jacket ripped 
while rolling in the dirt. 
 
Emily and Isabella must have had a fight.  
Alexander looks as if he stayed awake all night. 
Abigail is absent,  
as are Ryan, Ross, and Ruth.  
Max is in pajamas,  
and Mackenzie lost a tooth. 
Brandon broke his glasses.  
Sarah’s sweater doesn’t fit.  
Jacob has a bloody nose,  
and Zoe has a zit. 
We should all be crabby,  
but we’re smiling anyway.  
Our moms and dads are gonna scream—  
today is picture day! 
 



 

  
Calendar 

September 
15: Kindergarten Family Picnic – Ft. 
Williams 5:00 PM to sunset 
17: PCPA Meeting 9:00-10:30 AM in the 
PC/MS Cafetorium 
17: PCPA Meeting 6:30-7:30 PM in the 
PC Media Center 
19:  K-4 Picture Day 
20:  CEEF Kitchen Tour Fundraiser 
      10:00 AM – 4:00 PM 
30:  K-4 Open House  6:30-7:30 PM 
October 
13:  Columbus Day –NO SCHOOL 
16-23: PCPA Scholastic Book Fair – PC    
Media Center 
18:  PCPA Harvest Festival 4-7 PM 
23: Early Release Day for Parent-
Teacher Conferences - Students  
      dismissed at 12 noon 
24:  NO SCHOOL –Parent-Teacher  
      Conferences 
 

We have a request this year from our 
Art teacher Maryjane Johnston. She 
is in need of 2 parents from each 
grade (K-4) to help with hanging   
created art all year. This is a 
volunteer position that would require 
a few hours a month of hands on 
help. If you are interested in being an 
Art Parent please contact Maryjane 
Johnston at 
mjjohnston@capeelizabethschools

It's that time again! We are looking 
for Room Parents!    

 
A Room Parent is someone who 

volunteers to create a parent email 
list and helps the PCPA keep in 

contact with their classroom all year. 
Occasionally the teacher will make a 

request for volunteers and it is the 
Room Parent's job to help find them. 
The Room Parent also organizes a 

year end gift. A link to a more detailed 
description can be found below. If you 

are interested in being a Room 
Parent please contact Eileen Hetrick  

Thankyou. 
https://docs.google.com/document
/pub?id=1Cwloxb8O8pY7M_NXMb
X1NWtKysJnAmZ19bxyXRQoI0g 

 
If you were a room parent last 

school year, you may be asked to 
wait to see if a new person 

volunteers. Thank you. 

 Fall Volunteer 
Awareness Sessions 

 
Wednesday, September 24 

9:15-10:15 am 
 

Wednesday, October 8 
6:15-7:15 pm 

ANNUAL EVENING SESSION 
 

Thursday, October 30 
9:15-10:15 am 

Pond Cove/Middle School Cafetorium 
Any person who has not yet attended an Awareness  
Session sponsored by Gail Schmader, Director of  

Volunteer Services, and who would like to volunteer  
in the schools or chaperone a field trip must  

attend a session before volunteering. 
If necessary, it’s fine to bring children with you. 

!
 





Help%us%build%a%wildflower%meadow!%

Site%prepara)on%for%the%Children’s%
Garden%is%beginning%this%fall6%
WE%NEED%YOUR%NEWSPAPERS!%
Drop%off%in%the%labeled%boxes%in%
the%Pond%Cove%lobby,%Thomas%
Memorial%Library%entryway,%or%
just%inside%the%swap%shop%next%to%
the%bookcases.%%%
Details%are%forthcoming%on%this%
family6friendly%ac)vity6%stay%tuned!%
For%more%informa)on,%contact%Janet%VillioLe,%Educa)on%
Coordinator,%at%leapyear72@mac.com%%


