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VII

Highways of the Empire  In the late nineteenth century, Europeans believed the world 
revolved around their subcontinent. World maps printed in Great Britain showed the British 
Empire in red, with informal dependencies and protectorates in pink. This map, a polar projection 
with Britain in the exact center, shows the major shipping routes and submarine telegraph cable 
lines that made London the center of global commerce and finance and ensured the supremacy 
of the Royal Navy around the world.
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In 1850, the world embraced a huge diversity of societies and cultures. Dur-
ing the century that followed, Europe, the United States, and Japan domi-
nated much of the world and tried to convert other peoples to their own 

belief systems and ways of life.
In Europe, mounting tensions led to the Great War of 1914–1918. Russia 

and China erupted in revolution. Soon after, the heartland of the Ottoman 
Empire became modern Turkey, while its Arab provinces were taken over by 
France and Britain.

The political structures and economic system the European powers 
crafted after the war fell apart in the 1930s. While the capitalist nations fell 
into a depression, the Soviet Union industrialized at breakneck speed. In 
Germany and Japan, extremists sought to solve their countries’ grievances by 
military conquest.

World War II caused the death of millions of people and the destruc-
tion of countless cities. The war also weakened Europe’s overseas empires. 
Nationalists in Asia, Latin America, and Africa yearned for independence and 
the benefits of industrialization. India gained its independence in 1947. Two 
years later, Mao Zedong led the Chinese communists to victory. Latin Ameri-
can leaders embraced nationalist economic and social policies. Of all the 
once great powers, only the United States and the Soviet Union remained to 
compete for global dominance.

Global Diversity and 
Dominance, 1850–1945
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Arrivals from the East  In 1853, Commodore Matthew Perry’s fleet sailed into Edo (now Tokyo) 
Bay. The first steam-powered warships to appear in Japanese waters caused a sensation among 
the Japanese. In this print done after the Meiji Restoration, the traditionally dressed local samu-
rai go out to confront the mysterious “black ships.”
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On July 8, 1853, four American warships, two of 
them steam-powered, appeared in Edo Bay, 
close to the capital of Japan. The commander 

of the fleet, Commodore Matthew Perry, delivered a let-
ter from the president of the United States, demanding 
that Japan open its ports to foreign trade. Perry’s “black 
ships” were the first to break through the barriers that 
had kept Japan isolated from the rest of the world for 
two and a half centuries. It was not the foreign interlop-
ers who created such a sensation among the Japanese, 
but the machines they came in.

A year later, Perry returned to receive the answer 
from the Japanese government. The Americans also brought a miniature railroad, a 
short telegraph line, and other marvels of Western technology. For the next twenty 
years, Japanese society was torn between those who wanted to retreat into isolation 
and those who wished to embrace the foreign ways and acquire their machines. For 
it was clear that only by industrializing could Japan escape the fate of weaker nations 
then being taken over by Europe and the United States.

In the late nineteenth century a very small number of states, known as “great 
powers,” dominated the world. Great Britain, France, and Russia had been recog-
nized as great powers long before the industrial age. Russia began industrializing in 
the late nineteenth century, as did Germany, the United States, and Japan. The rise 
of the United States was covered in Chapter 23; here we will turn to the other great 
powers of the age. In the next chapter, which deals with the “New Imperialism” 
(1870–1914), we will see how these nations used their power to establish colonial 
empires in Asia and Africa and to control Latin America. Together, Chapters 26 and 
27 describe an era in which a handful of wealthy industrialized nations imposed on 
the other peoples of the world a domination more powerful than any experienced 
before or since.

The New Power Balance, 1850–1900

Commodore Matthew 
Perry A navy commander 
who, on July 8, 1853, 
became the first foreigner 
to break through the bar-
riers that had kept Japan 
isolated from the rest of 
the world for 250 years.

 ■ What new technologies and industries appeared 
between 1850 and 1900, and how did they affect 
the world economy?

 ■ How did the social structures of the industrial 
countries change during this period?

 ■ How did industrialization contribute to the 
socialist and labor movements?

 ■ How was nationalism transformed from a revo-
lutionary to a conservative ideology?

 ■ How did the forces of nationalism affect the 
major powers of Europe?
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744  CHAPTER 26 The New Power Balance, 1850–1900

NEW TECHNOLOGIES AND THE WORLD ECONOMY
The Industrial Revolution marked the beginning of a massive transformation of the world. In the 
nineteenth century the technologies discussed in Chapter 22—textile mills, railroads, steam-
ships, the telegraph, and others—spread from Britain to other parts of the world. By 1890 Ger-
many and the United States had surpassed Great Britain as the world’s leading industrial pow-
ers. Industrialization also introduced entirely new technologies that revolutionized everyday 
life and transformed the world economy. The motive force behind this second phase of indus-
trialization consisted of potent combinations of business, engineering, and science. By the mid-
nineteenth century this combination was institutionalized in engineering schools and research 
laboratories, first in Germany and then in the United States. Electricity and the steel and chemi-
cal industries were the first results of this new force.

Railroads 
By the mid-nineteenth century, steam engines had become the prime mover of industry and 
commerce. Nowhere was this more evident than in the spread of railroads. By 1850 the first 
railroads had proved so successful that every industrializing country, and many that aspired to 
become industrial, began to build lines. The next fifty years saw a tremendous expansion of the 
world’s rail networks. After a rapid spurt of building new lines, British railroad mileage leveled 
off in the 1870s at around 20,000 miles (over 32,000 kilometers). France and Germany built net-
works longer than Britain’s, as did Canada and Russia. When Japan began building its railway 
network in the 1870s, it imported several hundred engineers from the United States and Britain, 
then replaced them with newly trained Japanese engineers in the 1880s.

Railroads were not confined to the industrialized nations; they could be constructed almost 
anywhere they would be of value to business or government. That included regions with abun-
dant raw materials or agricultural products, like South Africa, Mexico, and Argentina, and 
densely populated countries like Egypt. The British built the fourth largest rail network in the 
world in India in order to reinforce their presence and develop trade with their largest colony.

With one exception, European or American engineers built these railroads with equip-
ment imported from the West. In 1855, barely a year after Commodore Perry’s visit, the Japa-
nese instrument maker Tanaka Hisashige built a model steam train that he demonstrated to an 
admiring audience. In the 1870s the Japanese government hired British engineers to build the 
first line from Tokyo to Yokohama, then sent them home again as soon as they had trained Japa-
nese engineers. Within a few years, Japan began manufacturing its own equipment.

Railroads consumed huge amounts of land. Many old cities doubled in size to accommodate 
railroad stations, sidings, tracks, warehouses, and repair shops. In the countryside, railroads 
required bridges, tunnels, and embankments. Railroads also consumed vast quantities of tim-
ber for ties to hold the rails and for bridges, often consuming trees for miles on either side of the 
tracks. Throughout the world, they opened new land to agriculture, mining, and other human 
exploitation of natural resources.

Steamships and Telegraph Cables
In the mid-nineteenth century, a series of developments radically transformed ocean ship-
ping. First iron, then steel, replaced the wood that had been used for hulls since shipbuilding 
began. Propellers replaced paddle wheels, and engineers built more powerful and fuel-efficient 
engines. The average size of freighters increased from 200 tons in 1850 to 7,500 tons in 1900. 
Coaling stations and ports able to handle large ships were built around the world. The Suez 
Canal, constructed in 1869, shortened the distance between Europe and Asia and triggered a 
massive switch from sail power to steam (see Chapter 27).

The world’s fleet of merchant ships grew from 9 million tons in 1850 to 35 million tons in 
1910. Shipping lines offered fast, punctual, and reliable service on a fixed schedule for passen-
gers, mail, and perishable freight. Meanwhile, tramp freighters sailed from one port to another 
under orders from their company headquarters in Europe or North America.

To control their ships, shipping companies used a new medium of communications: 
 submarine telegraph cables. By the turn of the century cables connected every country and 
almost every inhabited island. As cables became the indispensable tools of modern shipping 
and business, the public and the press extolled the “annihilation of time and space.”

railroads Networks of iron 
(later steel) rails on which 
steam (later electric or die-
sel) locomotives pulled long 
trains at high speeds. The 
first railroads were built in 
England in the 1830s. Their 
success caused a railroad-
building boom throughout 
the world that lasted well 
into the twentieth century.

submarine telegraph cables 
Insulated copper cables laid 
along the bottom of a sea or 
ocean for telegraphic com-
munication. The first short 
cable was laid across the 
English Channel in 1851; the 
first successful transatlantic 
cable was laid in 1866.

AP* Exam Tip  The 
transformative effects of 
new technology on societ-
ies are an important topic.
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New Technologies and the World Economy  745

The Steel and Chemical Industries
Until the nineteenth century steel could be made only by skilled blacksmiths in very small quan-
tities and was reserved for swords, knives, axes, and watch springs. Then came a series of inven-
tions that made it the cheapest and most versatile metal ever known. In the 1850s the American 
William Kelly and the Englishman Henry Bessemer discovered that air forced through molten 
pig iron by powerful pumps turned it into steel without additional fuel. Other new processes 
permitted steel to be made from scrap iron, an increasingly important raw material, and from 
the phosphoric iron ores common in western Europe. Steel became cheap and abundant enough 
to make rails, bridges, ships, and even “tin” cans meant to be used once and thrown away.

The chemical industry followed a similar pattern. In 1856 the Englishman William Perkin 
created the first synthetic dye, aniline purple, from coal tar; the next few years were known in 
Europe as the “mauve decade” from the color of fashionable women’s clothes. Industry began 
mass-producing other organic chemicals—compounds containing carbon atoms. Toward the 
end of the century German chemists synthesized red, violet, blue, brown, and black dyes as well. 
These bright, long-lasting colors were cheaper to manufacture and could be produced in much 
greater quantities than natural dyes. They delighted consumers but ruined the indigo planta-
tions of India. Chemistry also made important advances in the manufacture of explosives. The 
first of these, nitroglycerin, was so dangerous that it exploded when shaken. In 1866 the Swedish 
scientist Alfred Nobel found a way to turn nitroglycerin into a stable solid—dynamite. This and 
other new explosives were useful in mining and were critical in the construction of railroads 
and canals. They also enabled the armies and navies of the great powers to arm themselves with 
increasingly accurate and powerful rifles and cannon.

The growing complexity of industrial chemistry made it one of the first fields where science 
and technology interacted on a daily basis. This development gave a great advantage to Ger-
many, which had the most advanced engineering schools and scientific institutes of the time 
and whose government funded research and encouraged cooperation between universities and 
industries. By the end of the nineteenth century, Germany was the world’s leading producer of 
dyes, drugs, synthetic fertilizers, ammonia, and nitrates used in making explosives.

Industrialization affected entire regions such as the English Midlands, the German Ruhr, 
parts of Pennsylvania in the United States, and the regions around Tokyo and Osaka in Japan. 

Environmental Problems

Political Events Social, Cultural, and Technological Events

1850
1853–1854 Commodore Matthew Perry visits Japan

1851 Majority of British population living in cities
1856 Bessemer converter; first synthetic dye

1860 1860–1870 Unification of Italy
1861–1865 American Civil War
1862–1908 Rule of Empress Dowager Cixi (China)

1868 Meiji Restoration begins modernization drive in Japan

1859 Charles Darwin, On the Origin of Species

1861 Emancipation of serfs (Russia)

1866 Alfred Nobel develops dynamite
1867 Karl Marx, Das Kapital
1868–1894 Japan undergoes Western-style industrialization 
and societal changes

1870 1870–1871 Franco-Prussian War
1871 Unification of Germany

1880
1879 Thomas Edison develops incandescent lamp

1890
1894 Sino-Japanese War

1900 1900 Boxer Uprising (China)
1904–1905 Russo-Japanese War
1905 Revolution in Russia
1910 Japan annexes Korea

steel A form of iron that is 
both durable and flexible. 
It was first mass-produced 
in the 1860s and quickly 
became the most widely 
used metal in construction, 
machinery, and railroad 
equipment.
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746  CHAPTER 26 The New Power Balance, 1850–1900

The new steel mills took up as much space as whole towns, belched smoke and particulates, and 
left behind huge hills of slag and other waste products. Railroad locomotives and other steam 
engines polluted the air with coal smoke. The dyestuff and other chemicals produced toxic 
effluents that were dumped into nearby rivers. Industrialization unrestrained by environmen-
tal regulations caused considerable damage to nature and to the health of nearby inhabitants.

Electricity
No innovation of the late nineteenth century changed people’s lives as radically as electricity. As 
an energy source, electricity was more flexible and much easier to use than water power or sta-
tionary steam engines. At first, producing electric current was so costly that it was used only for 
electroplating and telegraphy. Then in 1831 the Englishman Michael Faraday showed that the 
motion of a copper wire through a magnetic field induced an electric current in the wire. Based 
on his discovery, inventors in the 1870s devised generators that turned mechanical energy into 
electric current. 
 Electricity now had a host of new applications. Arc lamps lit up public squares, theaters, and 
stores. For a while, homes continued to rely on gas lamps, which produced a softer light. Then in 
1879 in the United States Thomas Edison developed an incandescent lamp well suited to light-
ing small rooms. In 1882 Edison created the world’s first electrical distribution network in New 
York City. By the turn of the century electric lighting was rapidly replacing gas lamps in the cities 
of Europe and North America.

Other uses of electricity quickly appeared. Electric streetcars and subways transported peo-
ple throughout the cities of Europe and North America. Electric motors replaced steam engines 
and power belts, increasing productivity and improving workers’ safety. As demand for electric-
ity grew, engineers built hydroelectric plants. The plant at Niagara Falls, on the border between 
Ontario, Canada, and New York State, produced an incredible 11,000 horsepower when it opened 
in 1895. At the newly created Imperial College of Engineering in Japan, an Englishman, William 
Ayrton, became the first professor of electrical engineering anywhere in the world; his students 
later went on to found major corporations and government research institutes.

Thomas Edison

Paris Lit Up by Electricity, 1900  The electric light bulb was invented in the United States and Britain, but Paris made such 
extensive use of the new technology that it was nicknamed “City of Lights.” To mark the Paris Exposition of 1900, the Eiffel 
Tower and all the surrounding buildings were illuminated with strings of light bulbs while powerful spotlights swept the sky.
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electricity A form of energy 
used in telegraphy from the 
1840s on and for lighting, 
industrial motors, and rail-
roads beginning in the 1880s.

Thomas Edison American 
inventor best known for 
inventing the electric light 
bulb, acoustic recording on 
wax cylinders, and motion 
pictures.
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World Trade and Finance
World trade expanded tenfold between 1850 and 1913. Europe imported wheat from the United 
States and India, wool from Australia, and beef from Argentina, while it exported coal, railroad 
equipment, textiles, and machinery to Asia and the Americas. Because steamships were much 
more efficient than sailing ships, the cost of freight dropped between 50 and 95 percent, making 
it worthwhile to ship even cheap and heavy products over very long distances.

The growth of world trade transformed different parts of the world in different ways. The 
economies of western Europe and North America, the first to industrialize, grew more diver-
sified and prosperous. Industries mass-produced consumer goods for a growing number of 
middle-class and even working-class customers: soap, canned and packaged foods, ready-made 
clothes, household items, and small luxuries like cosmetics and engravings.

Capitalist economies, however, were prey to sudden swings in the business cycle—booms 
followed by deep depressions in which workers lost their jobs and investors their fortunes. 
Because of the close connections among the industrial economies, the collapse of a bank in Aus-
tria in 1873 triggered a depression that spread to the United States, causing mass unemploy-
ment. Worldwide recessions occurred in the mid-1880s and mid-1890s as well.

Tariffs could not insulate countries from the business cycle, for money continued to flow 
almost unhindered around the world. One of the main causes of the growing interdependence 
of the global economy was the financial power of Great Britain, which dominated the flow of 
trade, finance, and information. In 1900 two-thirds of the world’s submarine cables were Brit-
ish or passed through Britain, and over half of the world’s shipping was British owned. Britain 
invested one-fourth of its national wealth overseas, much of it in the United States and Argentina. 

British money financed many of the railroads, har-
bors, mines, and other big projects outside Europe. 
While other currencies fluctuated, the pound ster-
ling was as good as gold, and nine-tenths of inter-
national transactions used sterling.

Nonindustrial areas also were tied to the world 
economy as never before. They were more vulner-
able to changes in price and demand than were the 
industrialized nations, for many of them produced 
raw materials that could be replaced by synthetic 
substitutes (like dyestuffs) or alternative sources 
of supply. Nevertheless, until 1913 the value of 
exports from the tropical countries generally kept 
up with the growth of their populations.

Business Cycles 
and Globalization

SECTION REVIEW

 ● Industrialization spread throughout the world through trade and 
new technologies.

 ● Railroads, almost always financed by Western nations, spread 
to all continents, changing and enlarging cities.

 ● Steamships and telegraph cables connected continents and 
encouraged trade.

 ● In three new industries—steel, chemicals, and electricity—the 
United States and Germany surpassed Great Britain.

 ● World trade boomed in an age of globalization.

SOCIAL CHANGES
As fast-growing population swelled cities to unprecedented size, millions of Europeans emi-
grated to the Americas. Strained relations between industrial employers and workers spawned 
labor movements and new forms of radical politics. Women found their lives dramatically 
altered, both in the home and in the public sphere.

Population and Migrations
The population of Europe grew faster from 1850 to 1914 than ever before or since, almost dou-
bling from 265 million to 468 million. In non-European countries with predominantly white 
populations—the United States, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, and Argentina—the increase 
was even greater because of the inflow of Europeans. There were many reasons for the mass 
migrations of this period: the Irish famine of 1847–1848; the persecution of Jews in Russia; 
poverty and population growth in Italy, Spain, Poland, and Scandinavia; and the cultural ties 
between Great Britain and English-speaking countries overseas. Equally important was the 
availability of cheap and rapid steamships and railroads serving travelers at both ends (see 
Environment and Technology: Railroads and Immigration). Between 1850 and 1900, on average, 

European Migrations
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748  CHAPTER 26 The New Power Balance, 1850–1900

400,000 Europeans migrated overseas every year; between 1900 and 1914 the flood rose to over 
1 million a year. From 1850 to 1910 the population of the United States and Canada rose from 25 
million to 98 million, and the proportion of people of European ancestry in the world’s popula-
tion rose from one-fifth to one-third.

Why did the number of Europeans and their descendants overseas jump so dramatically? 
Much of the increase came from a drop in the death rate, as epidemics and starvation became 
less common. The Irish famine was the last peacetime famine in European history. As farm-
ers plowed up the plains of North America and planted wheat, much of which was shipped to 
Europe, food supplies increased faster than the population. Canning and refrigeration made 
food abundant year-round. The diet of Europeans and North Americans improved as meat, fruit, 
vegetables, and oils became part of the daily fare of city dwellers in winter as well as in summer.

During this period Asians also migrated in large numbers as indentured laborers recruited 
to work on plantations, in mines, and on railroads. Indians went to Africa, Southeast Asia, and 
other tropical colonies of Great Britain. Chinese and Indians emigrated to Southeast Asia, the 
East Indies, and the Caribbean to work on sugar plantations. Japanese migrated to Brazil and 
other parts of Latin America. Many Japanese, as well as Chinese and Filipinos, went to work in 
agriculture and menial trade in Hawaii and California, where they encountered growing hostil-
ity from European-Americans.

Urbanization and Urban Environments
In 1851 Britain became the first nation with a majority of its population living in towns and cit-
ies. By 1914, 80 percent of its population was urban, as were 60 percent of Germans and 45 per-
cent of the French. Cities grew to unprecedented size. London grew from 2.7 million in 1850 to 
6.6 million in 1900. New York, a small town of 64,000 people in 1800, reached 3.4 million by 1900, 
a fiftyfold increase. In 1800 New York had covered only the southernmost quarter of Manhattan 
Island, some 3 square miles (nearly 8 square kilometers); by 1900 it covered 150 square miles 
(390 square kilometers). In the English Midlands, in the German Ruhr, and around Tokyo Bay, 
towns fused into one another, filling in the fields and woods that once had separated them.

As cities grew, they changed in character. Newly built railroads not only brought goods into 
the cities on a predictable schedule but also allowed people to live farther apart. At first, only the 
well-to-do could afford to commute by train; by the end of the century, electric streetcars and 
subways allowed working-class people to live miles from their workplaces.

In preindustrial and early industrial cities, the poor crowded together in tenements; sanita-
tion was bad; water often was contaminated with sewage; and darkness made life dangerous. 
New urban technologies and the growing powers and responsibilities of governments trans-
formed city life for all but the poorest residents. The most important change was the installation 
of pipes to bring in clean water and to carry away sewage. First gas lighting and then electric 
lighting made cities safer at night. By the turn of the twentieth century municipal governments 
provided police and fire protection, sanitation and garbage removal, building and health inspec-
tion, schools, parks, and other amenities unheard of a century earlier.

As sanitation improved, epidemics became rare. For the first time, urban death rates fell 
below birthrates. The decline in infant mortality was especially significant. Confident that their 
children would survive infancy, couples began to limit the number of children they had, and 
ancient scourges like infanticide and child abandonment became less frequent.

To accommodate the growing population, builders created new neighborhoods, from 
crowded tenements for the poor to opulent mansions for the newly rich. In the United States 
planners laid out new cities, such as Chicago, on rectangular grids, and middle-class families 
moved to new developments on the edges of cities. In Paris older neighborhoods with narrow 
crooked streets and rickety tenements were torn down to make room for broad boulevards and 
modern apartment buildings. Brilliantly lit by gas and electricity, Paris became the “city of 
lights,” a model for city planners from New Delhi to Buenos Aires. The rich continued to live in 
inner cities that contained the monuments, churches, and palaces of preindustrial times, while 
workers moved to the outskirts.

Lower population densities and better transportation divided cities into industrial, com-
mercial, and residential zones occupied by different social classes. Improvements such as water 
and sewerage, electricity, and streetcars always benefited the wealthy first, then the middle 

Asian Migrations

Sanitation

Housing

AP* Exam Tip  Stu-
dents should be able to 
discuss the environmental 
impact of nineteenth-
 century migrations and 
urban development.
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ENVIRONMENT + TECHNOLOGY

Railroads and Immigration
move to North America. In contrast, emigrants from Europe 
were admitted until after the First World War.

The ability to travel was a result of improvements in 
transportation. Until the 1890s most immigrants came from 
Ireland, England, or Germany—countries with good rail 
transportation to their own harbors and low steamship fares 
to North America. As rail lines were extended into eastern 
and southern Europe, more and more immigrants came from 
Italy, Austria-Hungary, and Russia.

Similarly, until the 1870s most European immigrants to 
North America settled on the east coast. Then, as the rail-
roads pushed west, more of them settled on farms in the 
central and western parts of the continent. The power of rail-
roads moved people as much as their desires did.

Why did so many Europeans emigrate to North America in 
the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries? The quick 
answer is that millions of people longed to escape the pov-
erty or tyranny of their home countries and start new lives 
in a land of freedom and opportunity. Personal desire alone, 
however, does not account for the migrations. After all, pov-
erty and tyranny existed long before the late nineteenth cen-
tury. Two other factors helped determine when and where 
people migrated: whether they were allowed to migrate, and 
whether they were able to.

In the nineteenth century Asians were recruited to 
build railroads and work on farms. But from the 1890s on, 
the United States and Canada closed their doors to non-
 Europeans, so regardless of what they wanted, they could not 

class, and finally the working class. In the complex of urban life, businesses of all kinds arose, 
and the professions—engineering, accounting, research, journalism, and the law, among  
others—took on increased importance. The new middle class exhibited its wealth in fine houses 
with servants and in elegant entertainment.

While urban environments improved in many ways, air quality worsened. Coal, burned to 
power steam engines and heat buildings, polluted the air, creating unpleasant and sometimes 

Air Pollution

Emigrant Waiting Room  The opening of the western region of the United States attracted settlers from the east 
coast and from Europe. These migrants are waiting for a train to take them to the Black Hills of Dakota during one 
of the gold rushes of the late nineteenth century.
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dangerous “pea-soup” fog and coating everything with a film of grimy dust. The thousands of 
horses that pulled the carts and carriages covered the streets with their wastes, causing a terrible 
stench. The introduction of electricity helped alleviate some of these environmental problems. 
Electric motors and lamps did not pollute the air. Power plants were built at a distance from 
cities. As electric trains and streetcars began replacing horse-drawn trolleys and coal-burning 
locomotives, cities became cleaner and healthier. However, most of the environmental benefits 
of electricity were to come in the twentieth century.

Middle-Class Women’s “Separate Sphere”
In English-speaking countries the period from about 1850 to 1901 is known as the “Victorian 
Age.” The expression refers not only to the reign of Queen Victoria of England (r. 1837–1901) but 
also to rules of behavior and to an ideology surrounding the family and the relations between 
men and women. The Victorians contrasted the masculine ideals of strength and courage with 
the feminine virtues of beauty and kindness, and they idealized the home as a peaceful and lov-
ing refuge from the dog-eat-dog world of competitive capitalism.

Victorian morality claimed to be universal, yet it best fit upper- and middle-class European 
families. Men and women were thought to belong in “separate spheres.” Successful business-
men spent their time at work or relaxing in men’s clubs. They put their wives in charge of rearing 
the children, running the household, and spending the family money to enhance the family’s 
social status.

Before electric appliances, maintaining a middle-class home involved enormous amounts 
of work. Not only were families larger, but middle-class couples entertained often and lavishly. 
Carrying out these tasks required servants. A family’s status and the activities and lifestyle of the 
“mistress of the house” depended on the availability of servants to help with household tasks. 
Only families that employed at least one full-time servant were considered middle class.

Toward the turn of the century modern technology began to transform middle-class homes. 
Plumbing eliminated the pump and the outhouse. Central heating replaced fireplaces, stoves, 
trips to the basement for coal, and endless dusting. Gas and electricity lit houses and cooked 
food without soot, smoke, and ashes. In the early twentieth century wealthy families acquired 
the first vacuum cleaners and washing machines. These technological advances did not mean 
less housework for women. As families acquired new household technologies, they raised their 
standards of cleanliness, thus demanding just as much labor as before.

The most important duty of middle-class women was raising children. Victorian mothers 
nursed their own babies and showered their children with love and attention. Even those who 
could afford governesses remained personally involved in their children’s education. Girls’ edu-

Middle-Class Homes

Victorian Age The reign 
of Queen Victoria of Great 
Britain (r. 1837–1901). The 
term is also used to describe 
late-nineteenth-century 
society, with its rigid moral 
standards and sharply dif-
ferentiated roles for men and 
women and for middle-class 
and working-class people.

“separate spheres” 
Nineteenth-century idea in 
Western societies that men 
and women, especially of the 
middle class, should have 
clearly differentiated roles 
in society: women as wives, 
mothers, and homemakers; 
men as breadwinners and 
participants in business and 
politics.

Separate Spheres in Great Britain  In the Victorian Age, men and women of the middle and upper classes led largely separate 
lives. In Aunt Emily’s Visit (1845), we see women and children at home, tended by a servant. The Royal Exchange, meanwhile, 
was a place for men to transact business.
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cation was very different from that of boys. While boys were being prepared for the business 
world or the professions, girls were taught embroidery, drawing, and music, skills that enhanced 
their social graces and marriage prospects.

Young middle-class women could work until they got married, but only in genteel places 
like stores and offices, never in factories. When the typewriter and telephone were introduced 
into the business world in the 1880s, businessmen found that they could get better work at lower 
wages from educated young women than from men, and operating these machines was typecast 
as women’s work.

Most professional careers were closed to women, and few universities granted women 
degrees. In the United States higher education was available to women only at elite colleges in 
the East and teachers’ colleges in the Midwest. European women had fewer opportunities. Before 
1914 very few women became doctors, lawyers, or professional musicians. Instead, women were 
considered well suited to teaching young children and girls—an extension of the duties of Vic-
torian mothers—but only until marriage. A married woman was expected to become pregnant 
right away and to stay home taking care of her own children rather than other people’s.

A home life, no matter how busy, did not satisfy all middle-class women. Some became vol-
unteer nurses or social workers, receiving little or no pay. Others organized to fight prostitution, 
alcohol, and child labor. By the turn of the century a few challenged male domination of politics 
and the law. Suffragists, led in Britain by Emmeline Pankhurst and in the United States by Eliza-
beth Cady Stanton and Susan B. Anthony, demanded the right to vote. By 1914 U.S. women had 
won the right to vote in twelve states. British women did not vote until 1918.

Working-Class Women
In the new industrial cities, men and women no longer worked together at home or in the fields. 
The separation of work and home affected women even more than men. While working-class 

women formed a majority of the workers in the textile 
industries and in domestic service, they also needed to 
keep homes and raise children. As a result, they led lives 
of toil and pain. Parents expected girls as young as ten to 
contribute to the household. In Japan, as in Ireland and 
New England, tenant farmers, squeezed by rising taxes 
and rents, were forced to send their daughters to work 
in textile mills. Others became domestic servants, com-
monly working sixteen or more hours a day, six and a half 
days a week, for little more than room and board, usu-
ally in attics or basements. Without appliances, much of 
their work was physically hard: hauling coal and water 
up stairs, washing laundry by hand.

Young women often preferred factory work to domes-
tic service. Men worked in construction, iron and steel, 
heavy machinery, or on railroads; women worked in tex-
tiles and the clothing trades, extensions of traditional 
women’s household work (see Material Culture: Cotton 
Clothing). Appalled by the abuses of women and chil-
dren in the early years of industrialization, most indus-
trial countries passed protective legislation limiting the 

Jobs and Careers

Suffragists

Domestic Servants

Emmeline Pankhurst Under Arrest  The leader of the 
British women’s suffrage movement frequently called 
attention to her cause by breaking the law to protest dis-
crimination against women. Here she is being arrested 
and carried off to jail by the police.M
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about gender and changes 
in gender structure, such 
as work patterns, are pos-
sible topics on the essay 
portion of the exam.
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MATERIAL CULTURE

Cotton Clothing
Of all the things that bring us comfort, nothing compares to 
cotton. For clothes, sheets, and towels, it is the world’s favorite 
textile. And no wonder: cotton is cool next to the skin, can be 
dyed in bright colors, absorbs moisture, and, unlike other fab-
rics such as wool, can be washed easily.

The use of cotton for clothing has a long history dating 
back to 3000 B.C.E., when it was grown in the Indus River 
Valley. Originally, the cotton plant was grown and the cloth 
woven only in India, Mexico, Peru, and a few other places 
in the tropics. The Maya wove fine textiles from cotton and 
traded them with other parts of Mesoamerica. Indian cot-
tons were particularly fine and exported as luxury items to 
China and Rome. Cotton replaced hemp clothing in China 
and was used extensively by the Mongols for turbans, pants, 
and other items of clothing. The Arabs spread cotton growing 
and weaving to the Middle East and Spain. By the tenth cen-
tury, it was a major crop in Iran and elsewhere in the region. 
Many of our names for particular kinds of cotton fabric come 
from cities in India, like calico (from Calicut) or madras, or 
in the Middle East, like damask (from Damascus) or muslin 
(from Mosul in Iraq).

Around 800 c.e., Arab merchants brought cotton cloth to 
Europe, where it became as precious as silk. With the inven-
tion of machines like the spinning jenny and the water frame 
in the eighteenth century (see Chapter 22), cotton became 
less precious and more available. Cotton yarn and cloth were 
the first items to be mass-produced in the Industrial Revolu-
tion, with important consequences for India, the American 
South, and other countries.

Mass production means mass consumption. In the nine-
teenth century, for the first time, the poor could afford to 
wear bright, colorful clothes and—even more important—to 
wash them. These clothes were made almost exclusively by 
women. Wealthy European families hired seamstresses who 
came to the house, took measurements, and returned a few 
days later with finished clothes. Other women sewed clothes 
for themselves and their families.

Sewing by hand was very time-consuming and increas-
ingly costly compared to the declining price of cloth. By the 
mid-nineteenth century, prosperity and a faster pace of life 
in Europe and America provided an incentive for inventors 
to devise a machine that could sew. In 1850, Isaac Singer 
manufactured the first practical machine for commercial 
use. A few years later, he designed the “Singer Family Sewing 
Machine” with an iron stand and a foot-treadle for home use. 
By 1891 Singer alone had manufactured 10 million machines 
in the United States and Europe. Some were industrial 
machines sold to makers of ready-to-wear clothes in the new 
garment districts. Others were home models, some inexpen-
sive enough for the working class. There were even portable 

models that seamstresses could take with them to their cli-
ents’ homes.

The combination of cotton cloth and sewing machines 
revolutionized clothing. A shirt that took fourteen and a half 
hours to sew by hand could be made in an hour and a quar-
ter on a machine; an apron could be made in nine minutes 
instead of an hour and a half. Now the poor could afford to 
own several shirts, skirts, or pants, even underwear. Better-
off homemakers subscribed to fashion magazines, bought 
patterns, and made blouses and dresses, even complicated 
items like crinolines and hoopskirts, which would once have 
been too tedious to sew by hand.

Today, the world uses more cotton than any other fiber. 
China is the largest producer (and consumer) of cotton, fol-
lowed by the United States, India, and Pakistan. Almost all of 
the cotton clothing sold is produced on powerful computer-
ized machines in the developing countries of Asia and Latin 
America.

The Sewing Machine  The Japanese imported many inno-
vations from the West after the Meiji Restoration of 1868. 
Among the most popular were Western-style clothing and 
sewing machines. Sewing was a gendered activity in Japan as 
in the West, with the woman sewing and the man looking on.
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hours or forbidding the employment of women in the hardest and most dangerous occupations, 
such as mining and foundry work. Such legislation reinforced gender divisions in industry, 
keeping women in low-paid, subordinate positions. Female factory workers earned between 
one-third and two-thirds of men’s wages.

Married women with children were expected to stay home, even if their husbands did not 
make enough to support the family. Yet they had to contribute to the family’s income. Fami-

lies who had room to spare, even a 
bed or a corner in the kitchen, took in 
boarders. Many women did piecework 
such as sewing dresses, making hats or 
gloves, or weaving baskets. The hardest 
and worst-paid work was washing other 
people’s clothes. Many women worked 
at home ten to twelve hours a day and 
enlisted the help of their small children, 
perpetuating practices long outlawed in 
factories. Without electric lighting and 
indoor plumbing, even ordinary house-
hold duties like cooking and washing 
remained heavy burdens.

Factory Workers

Workers’ Homes

SECTION REVIEW

 ● As European population grew, millions migrated to other continents.

 ● Cities grew to enormous size, changing in character and posing difficult 
housing, sanitation, and environmental problems.

 ● Middle-class women inhabited a “separate sphere” from men and 
devoted their lives to their homes and families, but a few fought for equal 
rights.

 ● Working-class women, who had to keep a home while earning a living, 
led hard lives.

SOCIALISM AND LABOR MOVEMENTS
Industrialization combined with the revolutionary ideas of the late eighteenth century to pro-
duce two kinds of movements calling for further changes: socialism and labor unions. Socialism 
was an ideology developed by radical thinkers who questioned the sanctity of private property 
and argued in support of industrial workers against their employers. Labor unions were organi-
zations formed by industrial workers to defend their interests in negotiations with employers. 
The socialist and labor movements were never identical. Most of the time they were allies; occa-
sionally they were rivals.

Marx and Socialism
By far the best-known socialist was Karl Marx (1818–1883), a German journalist and writer who 
spent most of his life in England and collaborated with another socialist, Friedrich Engels (1820–
1895), author of The Condition of the Working Class in England in 1844 (1845). Together, they 
combined German philosophy, French revolutionary ideas, and knowledge of British industrial 
conditions.

Marx expressed his ideas succinctly in the Manifesto of the Communist Party (1848) (see 
Diversity and Dominance: Marx and Engels on Global Trade and the Bourgeoisie) and in great 
detail in Das Kapital (DUSS cop-ee-TAHL) (1867). He saw history as a long series of conflicts 
between social classes, the latest being between property owners (the bourgeoisie) and workers 
(the proletariat). He argued that the capitalist system allowed the bourgeoisie to extract the “sur-
plus value” of workers’ labor—that is, the difference between their wages and the value of the 
goods they manufactured. He saw business enterprises becoming larger and more monopolistic 
and workers growing more numerous and impoverished with every downturn in the business 
cycle. He concluded that this conflict would inevitably lead to a revolution and the overthrow of 
the bourgeoisie, after which the workers would establish a communist society without classes.

What Marx called “scientific socialism” provided an intellectual framework for the growing 
dissatisfaction with raw industrial capitalism. In the late nineteenth century business tycoons 
spent money lavishly on displays of wealth that contrasted sharply with the poverty of the work-
ers. Even though industrial workers were not becoming poorer as Marx believed, the class strug-
gle between workers and employers was brutally real. Marx offered a persuasive explanation of 
the causes of this contrast and the antagonisms it bred.

The Communist 
Manifesto

socialism A political ideol-
ogy that originated in Europe 
in the 1830s. Socialists advo-
cated government protection 
of workers from exploitation 
by property owners and 
government ownership of 
industries. This ideology led 
to the founding of socialist 
or labor parties throughout 
Europe in the second half of 
the nineteenth century.

labor union An organization 
of workers in a particular 
industry or trade, created to 
defend the interests of mem-
bers through strikes or nego-
tiations with employers.

Karl Marx German journal-
ist and philosopher, founder 
of the Marxist branch of 
socialism. He is known for 
two books: Manifesto of 
the Communist Party (1848) 
and Das Kapital (Vols. I–III, 
1867–1894).

AP* Exam Tip  Political dissent and alternative 
political views are covered on the exam.
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In 1848 Karl Marx (1818–1883) and Friedrich Engels (1820–1895) 
published the Manifesto of the Communist Party. In it, they 
tried to explain why business owners—the “bourgeoisie”—had 
become the wealthiest and most powerful class of people in 
industrializing countries like Britain, and why industrial work-
ers—the “proletariat”—lived in poverty. In their view, the domi-
nance of the bourgeoisie was destroying the diversity of human 
cultures, reducing all classes in Europe and all cultures to the 
status of proletarians selling their labor.

In the Manifesto, Marx and Engels called for a revolution in 
which the workers would overthrow the bourgeoisie and estab-
lish a new society without private property or government. Their 
Manifesto was soon translated into many languages and became 
the best-known expression of radical communist ideology.

Marx and Engels’s ideas are especially interesting from 
the perspective of global history because of the way in which 
they connect the rise of the bourgeoisie with world trade and 
industrial technology. The following paragraphs explain these 
connections.

The history of all hitherto existing society is the history of class 
struggles. . . .

In the earlier epochs of history, we find almost everywhere 
a complicated arrangement of society into various orders, a 
manifold gradation of social rank. In ancient Rome we have 
patricians, knights, plebeians, slaves; in the middle ages, 
feudal lords, vassals, guild-masters, journeymen, appren-
tices, serfs; in almost all of these classes, again, subordinate 
gradations.

The modern bourgeois society that has sprouted from the 
ruins of feudal society, has not done away with class antago-
nisms. It has but established new classes, new conditions of 
oppression, new forms of struggle in place of the old ones.

Our epoch, the epoch of the bourgeoisie, possesses, how-
ever, this distinctive feature; it has simplified the class antago-
nisms. Society as a whole is more and more splitting up into 
two great hostile camps, into two great classes directly facing 
each other: Bourgeoisie and Proletariat. . . .

The discovery of America, the rounding of the Cape, opened 
up fresh ground for the rising bourgeoisie. The East-Indian 
and Chinese markets, the colonization of America, trade with 
the colonies, the increase in the means of exchange and in 
commodities generally, gave to commerce, to navigation, to 
industry, an impulse never before known, and thereby, to the 
revolutionary element in the tottering feudal society, a rapid 
development. . . .

Modern industry has established the world-market, for 
which the discovery of America paved the way. This market 
has given an immense importance to commerce, to naviga-
tion, to communication by land. This development has, in its 
turn, reacted on the extension of industry; and in proportion 
as industry, commerce, navigation, railways extended, in the 
same proportion the bourgeoisie developed, increased its cap-
ital, and pushed into the background every class handed down 
from the Middle Ages. . . .

The bourgeoisie, historically, has played a most revolution-
ary part. . . .

It has been the first to show what man’s activity can bring 
about. It has accomplished wonders far surpassing Egyptian 
pyramids, Roman aqueducts, and Gothic cathedrals; it has 
conducted expeditions that put in the shade all former Exo-
duses of nations and crusades. . . .

The need of a constantly expanding market for its products 
chases the bourgeoisie over the whole surface of the globe. It 
must nestle everywhere, settle everywhere, establish connex-
ions everywhere.

DIVERSITY + DOMINANCE

Marx and Engels on Global Trade and the Bourgeoisie

Labor Unions and Movements
Since the beginning of the nineteenth century, workers had united to create “friendly societ-
ies” for mutual assistance in times of illness, unemployment, or disability. Laws that forbade 
workers to strike were abolished in Britain in the 1850s and in the rest of Europe soon thereafter. 
Labor unions sought not only better wages but also improved working conditions and insur-
ance against illness, accidents, disability, and old age. They grew slowly because they required a 
permanent staff and a great deal of money to sustain their members during strikes. Still, by the 
end of the century British labor unions counted 2 million members, and German and American 
unions had 1 million members each.

Just as labor unions strove to share in the benefits of a capitalist economy, so did electoral 
politics persuade workers to become part of the existing political system. The nineteenth cen-
tury saw a gradual extension of the right to vote throughout Europe and North America. Uni-
versal male suffrage became law in the United States in 1870, in France and Germany in 1871, 
in Britain in 1885, and in the rest of Europe soon thereafter. With so many newly enfranchised 
workers, socialist politicians hoped to capture many seats in their nations’ parliaments. Rather 
than seize power through revolution, the socialists expected to obtain concessions from govern-
ment and eventually even to form a government.

Universal Male Suffrage

PRIMARY SOURCE: 
Working Men of All 

Countries, Unite! Read these 
excerpts from the Manifesto of 
the Communist Party and find 
out why “the proletarians have 
nothing to lose but their chains.”
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idiocy of rural life. Just as it has made the country dependent 
on the towns, so it has made barbarian and semi-barbarian 
countries dependent on the civilised ones, nations of peasants 
on nations of bourgeois, the East on the West. . . .

The bourgeoisie, during its rule of scarce one hundred 
years, has created more massive and more colossal productive 
forces than have all preceding generations together. Subjection 
of Nature’s forces to man, machinery, application of chemistry 
to industry and agriculture, steam-navigation, railways, elec-
tric telegraphs, clearing of whole continents for cultivation, 
canalization of rivers, whole populations conjured out of the 
ground—what earlier century had even a presentiment that 
such productive forces slumbered in the lap of social labour?

QUESTIONS FOR ANALYSIS
1. How did the growth of world trade since the European dis-

covery of America affect relations between social classes in 
Europe?

2. Compare Marx and Engels’s views on industrial production 
with those of Adam Smith that you read in Chapter 22. Do 
they contradict each other? Or does Smith’s description of 
pin-making explain the rise of what Marx and Engels call 
“the giant, Modern Industry”?

3. What effect did the growth of trade and industry have 
on products, intellectual creations, and consumer tastes 
around the world?

Source: Karl Marx and Frederick Engels, Manifesto of the Communist Party, 
Authorized English Translation: Edited and Annotated by Frederick Engels 
(Chicago: Charles H. Kerr & Company, 1906), pp. 12–20.

The bourgeoisie has through its exploitation of the world-
market given a cosmopolitan character to production and con-
sumption in every country. To the great chagrin of Reaction-
ists, it has drawn from under the feet of industry the national 
ground on which it stood. All old-fashioned national indus-
tries have been destroyed or are daily being destroyed. They 
are dislodged by new industries, whose introduction becomes 
a life or death question for all civilised nations, by industries 
that no longer work up indigenous raw material, but raw mate-
rial drawn from the remotest zones; industries whose products 
are consumed, not only at home, but in every quarter of the 
globe. In place of the old wants, satisfied by the productions 
of the country, we find new wants, requiring for their satisfac-
tion the products of distant lands and climes. In place of the 
old local and national seclusion and self-sufficiency, we have 
intercourse in every direction, universal inter-dependence 
of nations. And as in material, so also in intellectual produc-
tion. The intellectual creations of individual nations become 
common property. National one-sidedness and narrow-
mindedness become more and more impossible, and from the 
numerous national and local literatures there arises a world-
literature.

The bourgeoisie, by the rapid improvement of all instru-
ments of production, by the immensely facilitated means of 
communication, draws all, even the most barbarian, nations 
into civilisation. The cheap prices of its commodities are the 
heavy artillery with which it batters down all Chinese walls, 
with which it forces the barbarians’ intensely obstinate hatred 
of foreigners to capitulate. It compels all nations, on pain 
of extinction, to adopt the bourgeois mode of production; it 
compels them to introduce what it calls civilisation into their 
midst, i.e., to become bourgeois themselves. In a word, it cre-
ates a world after its own image.

The bourgeoisie has subjected the country to the rule of the 
towns. It has created enormous cities, has greatly increased 
the urban population as compared with the rural, and has 
thus rescued a considerable part of the population from the 

Working-class women, burdened with both job and family responsibilities, found little time 
for politics and were not welcome in the male-dominated trade unions or radical political par-
ties. A few radicals such as the German socialist Rosa Luxemburg and the American anarchist 
Emma Goldman in the United States became famous but did not have a large following. It was 
never easy to reconcile the demands of workers and those of women. In 1889 the German social-
ist Clara Zetkin wrote: “Just as the male worker is subjected by the capitalist, so is the woman 
by the man, and she will always remain in subjugation until she is economically independent. 
Work is the indispensable condition for economic independence.” Six years later, she recognized 

that the liberation of women would have to await 
a change in the position of the working class as a 
whole: “The proletarian woman cannot attain her 
highest ideal through a movement for the equal-
ity of the female sex, she attains salvation only 
through the fight for the emancipation of labor.”1

Women Revolutionaries

SECTION REVIEW

 ● Karl Marx expected a workers’ revolution, but later socialists 
hoped to gain influence through elections.

 ● Labor movements and unions worked to improve workers’ pay 
and working conditions.

anarchists Revolutionaries 
who wanted to abolish all 
private property and govern-
ments, usually by violence, 
and replace them with free 
associations of groups.
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NATIONALISM AND THE RISE OF ITALY, 
GERMANY, AND JAPAN

The most influential idea of the nineteenth century was nationalism. Whereas people had pre-
viously been considered the subjects of a sovereign, the French revolutionaries defined people 
as the citizens of a nation—a concept identified with a territory, the state that ruled it, and the 
culture of its people.

Language and National Identity in Europe Before 1871
Language was usually the crucial element in creating a feeling of national unity. It was impor-
tant both as a way to unite the people of a nation and as the means of persuasion by which politi-
cal leaders could inspire their followers. Language was the tool of the new generation of political 
activists, most of them lawyers, teachers, students, and journalists. Yet language and citizenship 
seldom coincided.

The fit between France and the French language was closer than in most large countries, 
though some French-speakers lived outside of France and some French people spoke other lan-
guages. Italian- and German-speaking people, however, were divided among many small states. 
Living in the Austrian Empire were peoples who spoke German, Czech, Slovak, Hungarian, Pol-
ish, and other languages. Even where people spoke a common language, they could be divided 
by religion or institutions. The Irish, though English-speaking, were mostly Catholic, whereas 
the English were primarily Protestant.

The idea of redrawing the boundaries of states to accommodate linguistic, religious, or cul-
tural differences was revolutionary. In Italy and Germany it led to the forging of large new states 
out of many small ones in 1871. In central and eastern Europe, nationalism threatened to break 
up large states into smaller ones.

Until the 1860s nationalism was associated with liberalism, the revolutionary middle-class 
ideology that emerged from the French Revolution, asserted the sovereignty of the people, 
and demanded constitutional government, a national parliament, and freedom of expression. 
The most famous nationalist of the early nineteenth century was the Italian liberal Giuseppe 
Mazzini (jew-SEP-pay mots-EE-nee) (1805–1872), the leader of the failed revolution of 1848 in 
Italy. Mazzini sought to unify the Italian peninsula into one nation and associated with revo-
lutionaries elsewhere to bring nationhood and liberty to all peoples oppressed by tyrants and 
foreigners. The governments of Russia, Prussia, and Austria censored the new ideas but could 
not quash them.

The revolutions of 1848 convinced conservatives that governments could not forever keep 
their citizens out of politics and that mass politics, if properly managed, could strengthen rather 
than weaken the state. A new generation of conservative political leaders learned how to pre-
serve the status quo through public education, universal military service, and colonial con-
quests, all of which built a sense of national unity.

The Unification of Italy, 1860–1870
By midcentury, popular sentiment was building throughout Italy for unification. Opposing it 
were Pope Pius IX, who abhorred everything modern, and Austria, which controlled two Ital-
ian provinces, Lombardy and Venetia (see Map 26.1). The prime minister of Piedmont-Sardinia, 
Count Camillo Benso di Cavour, saw the rivalry between France and Austria as an opportunity 
to unify Italy. He secretly formed an alliance with France, then instigated a war with Austria in 
1858. The war was followed by uprisings throughout northern and central Italy in favor of join-
ing Piedmont-Sardinia, a moderate constitutional monarchy under King Victor Emmanuel.

If the conservative, top-down approach to unification prevailed in the north, a more radi-
cal approach was still possible in the south. In 1860 the fiery revolutionary Giuseppe Garibaldi 
(jew-SEP-pay gary-BAHL-dee) and a small band of followers landed in Sicily and then in south-
ern Italy, overthrew the Kingdom of the Two Sicilies, and prepared to found a democratic repub-
lic. The royalist Cavour, however, took advantage of the unsettled situation to sideline Garibaldi 

Liberalism

Cavour and Garibaldi

nationalism A political ide-
ology that stresses people’s 
membership in a nation—a 
community defined by a 
common culture and his-
tory as well as by territory. 
In the late eighteenth and 
early nineteenth centuries, 
nationalism was a force for 
unity in western Europe. In 
the late nineteenth century 
it hastened the disintegra-
tion of the Austro-Hungarian 
and Ottoman Empires. In the 
twentieth century it provided 
the ideological foundation 
for scores of independent 
countries emerging from 
colonialism.

liberalism A political ideol-
ogy that emphasizes the civil 
rights of citizens, represen-
tative government, and the 
protection of private prop-
erty. This ideology, derived 
from the Enlightenment, was 
especially popular among 
the property-owning middle 
classes of Europe and North 
America.

Giuseppe Garibaldi Italian 
nationalist and revolutionary 
who conquered Sicily and 
Naples and added them to a 
unified Italy in 1860.

AP* Exam Tip  Be 
prepared to discuss various 
nationalist movements.
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and expand Piedmont-Sardinia into a new Kingdom of Italy. Unification was completed with the 
addition of Venetia in 1866 and the Papal States in 1870.

The process of unification illustrates the shift of nationalism from a radical democratic idea 
to a conservative method of building popular support for a strong centralized government, even 
an aristocratic and monarchical one.

The Unification of Germany, 1866–1871
The unification of most German-speaking people into a single state in 1871 had momentous 
consequences for the world. Until the 1860s the region of central Europe where people spoke 
German consisted of Prussia, the western half of the Austrian Empire, and numerous smaller 
states (see Map 26.2). Some German nationalists wanted to unite all Germans under the Aus-
trian throne. Others wanted to exclude Austria with its many non-Germanic peoples and unite 
all other German-speaking areas under Prussia. The divisions were also religious: Austria and 
southwestern Germany were Catholic; Prussia and the northeast were Lutheran. The Prussian 
state had two advantages: (1) the newly developed industries of the Rhineland, and (2) the first 
European army to make use of railroads, telegraphs, breechloading rifles, steel artillery, and 
other products of modern industry.
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During the reign of King Wilhelm I (r. 1861–1888), Prussia was ruled by a brilliant and 
authoritarian aristocrat, Chancellor Otto von Bismarck (UTT-oh von BIS-mark) (1815–1898). 
Bismarck was determined to use Prussian industry and German nationalism to make his state 
the dominant power in Germany. In 1866 Prussia attacked and defeated Austria. To everyone’s 
surprise, Prussia took no Austrian territory. Instead, Prussia and some smaller states formed the 
North German Confederation, the nucleus of a future Germany. Then in 1870 Bismarck attacked 
France. Prussian armies, joined by troops from other German states, used their superior fire-
power and tactics to achieve a quick victory. “Blood and iron” were the foundation of the new 
German Empire.

The spoils of victory included a large indemnity and two provinces of France bordering 
on Germany: Alsace and Lorraine. The French paid the indemnity easily enough but resented 
the loss of their provinces. To the Germans, this region was German because a majority of its 
inhabitants spoke German. To the French, it was French because most of its inhabitants consid-
ered themselves French. These two conflicting definitions of nationalism kept enmity between 
France and Germany smoldering for decades. In this case, nationalism turned out to be a divi-
sive rather than a unifying force.

The West Challenges Japan
In Japan the emperor was revered but had no power. Instead, Japan was governed by the Toku-
gawa Shogunate—a secular government under a military leader, or shogun, that had come to 
power in 1600 (see Chapter 20). Local lords, called daimyos, were permitted to control their lands 
and populations with very little interference from the shogunate.

When threatened from outside, this system showed many weaknesses. For one thing, it did 
not permit the coordination of resources necessary to resist a major invasion. Attempting to 
minimize exposure to foreign powers, in the early 1600s the shoguns prohibited foreigners from 
entering Japan and Japanese from going abroad. The penalty for breaking these laws was death, 
but many Japanese ignored them. The most flagrant violators were powerful lords in southern 
Japan who ran large and very successful pirate or black-market operations. In their entrepre-
neurial activities they benefited from the decentralization of the shogunal political system. But 
when a genuine foreign threat was suggested—as when, in 1792, Russian and British ships were 
spotted off the Japanese coast—the local lords realized that Japan was too weak and decentral-
ized to resist a foreign invasion. As a result, a few of the regional lords began to develop their own 
reformed armies, arsenals, and shipyards.

By the 1800s Satsuma (SAT-soo-mah) and Choshu (CHOE-shoo), two large domains in 
southern Japan, had become wealthy and ambitious, enjoying high rates of revenue and popula-
tion growth. Their remoteness from the capital Edo (now Tokyo) and their economic vigor also 
fostered a strong sense of local self-reliance.

In 1853 the American commodore Matthew C. Perry arrived off the coast of Japan and 
demanded that Japan open its ports to trade and allow American ships to refuel and take on sup-
plies during their voyages between China and California. He promised to return a year later to 
receive the Japanese answer. Perry’s demands sparked a crisis in the shogunate. After consulta-
tion with the provincial daimyos, the shogun’s advisers advocated capitulation to Perry, point-
ing to China’s humiliating defeats in the Opium and Arrow Wars. In 1854, when Perry returned, 
representatives of the shogun indicated their willingness to sign the Treaty of Kanagawa (KAH-
nah-GAH-wah), modeled on the unequal treaties between China and the Western powers. 
Angry and disappointed, some provincial governors began to encourage an underground move-
ment calling for the destruction of the Tokugawa regime and the banning of foreigners from 
Japan.

Tensions between the shogunate and some provincial leaders, particularly in Choshu and 
Satsuma, increased in the early 1860s. Young, ambitious, educated men who faced mediocre 
prospects under the rigid Tokugawa class system emerged as provincial leaders. When British 
and French ships shelled the southwestern coasts in 1864 to protest the treatment of foreigners, 
the action enraged the provincial samurai who rejected the Treaty of Kanagawa and resented 
the shogunate’s inability to protect the country. In 1867 the Choshu leaders Yamagata Aritomo 
and Ito Hirobumi finally realized that they should stop warring with their rival province, Sat-
suma, and join forces to lead a rebellion against the shogunate.

Bismarck Attacks 
Austria and France

The Shogunate

Commodore Perry’s Fleet

Otto von Bismarck Chan-
cellor (prime minister) of 
Prussia from 1862 until 1871, 
when he became chancellor 
of Germany. A conservative 
nationalist, he led Prussia 
to victory against Austria 
(1866) and France (1870) and 
was responsible for the cre-
ation of the German Empire 
in 1871.

      Copyright 2011 Cengage Learning. All Rights Reserved. May not be copied, scanned, or duplicated, in whole or in part. Due to electronic rights, some third party content may be suppressed from the eBook and/or eChapter(s). 
Editorial review has deemed that any suppressed content does not materially affect the overall learning experience. Cengage Learning reserves the right to remove additional content at any time if subsequent rights restrictions require it.



The Meiji Restoration and the Modernization 
of Japan, 1868–1894
The civil war was intense but brief. In 1868 provincial rebels overthrew the Tokugawa Shogu-
nate and declared young emperor Mutsuhito (moo-tsoo-HE-toe) (r. 1868–1912) “restored.” The 
new leaders called their regime the “Meiji (MAY-gee) Restoration” after Mutsuhito’s reign name 
(Meiji means “enlightened rule”). The “Meiji oligarchs,” as the new rulers were known, were 
extraordinarily talented and far-sighted. Determined to protect their country from Western 
imperialism, they encouraged its transformation into “a rich country with a strong army” with 
world-class industries. Though imposed from above, the Meiji Restoration marked as profound 
a change as the French Revolution (see Map 26.3).
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Meiji Restoration The politi-
cal program that followed 
the destruction of the Toku-
gawa Shogunate in 1868, in 
which a collection of young 
leaders set Japan on the 
path of centralization, indus-
trialization, and imperialism.
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The oligarchs were under no illusion that they could fend off the Westerners without chang-
ing their institutions and their society. In the Charter Oath issued in 1868, the young emperor 
included a prophetic phrase: “Knowledge shall be sought throughout the world and thus shall be 
strengthened the foundation of the imperial polity.” It was to be the motto of a new Japan, which 
embraced all foreign ideas, institutions, and techniques that could strengthen the nation. The 
literacy rate in Japan was the highest in Asia at the time, and the oligarchs shrewdly exploited it 
in their introduction of new educational systems, a conscript army, and new communications. 
The government was able to establish heavy industry, thanks to decades of industrial develop-
ment and financing in the provinces in the earlier 1800s. With a conscript army and a revamped 
educational system, the oligarchs attempted to create a new citizenry that was literate and com-
petent but also loyal and obedient.

The Meiji leaders copied the government structure of imperial Germany and modeled the 
new Japanese navy on the British and the army on the Prussian. They also introduced Western-
style postal and telegraph services, railroads and harbors, banking, clocks, and calendars. To 
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MAP 26.3  Expansion and Modernization of Japan, 1868–1918 As Japan acquired modern industry, it followed the example 
of the European powers in seeking overseas colonies. Its colonial empire grew at the expense of its neighbors: Taiwan was 
taken from China in 1895; Karafutu (Sakhalin) from Russia in 1905; and all of Korea became a colony in 1910.
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Japan’s New Army  After the Meiji Restoration 
in 1868, the leaders of the new government set 
out to make Japan “a rich country with a strong 
army.” They modeled the new army on the Euro-
pean armies of the time, with Western-style uni-
forms, rifles, cannon, and musical instruments.

learn the secrets of Western strength, they sent 
hundreds of students to Britain, Germany, and 
the United States. Western-style clothing and 
hairstyles and garden parties and formal dances 
became popular.

The government was especially interested in 
Western technology. It opened vocational, techni-
cal, and agricultural schools, founded four impe-
rial universities, and brought in foreign experts 
to advise on medicine, science, and engineering. 
To encourage industrialization, the government 
set up state-owned enterprises to manufacture 
cloth and inexpensive consumer goods for sale 
abroad. The first Japanese industries exploited 
their workers ruthlessly, just as the first indus-
tries in Europe and America had done. In 1881 
the government sold these enterprises to private 
investors, mainly large zaibatsu (zye-BOT-soo), 
or conglomerates, and also encouraged individ-
ual technological innovation. Thus the carpenter 
Toyoda Sakichi founded the Toyoda Loom Works 
(now Toyota Motor Company) in 1906; ten years 
later he patented the world’s most advanced 
automatic loom.

Nationalism and Social Darwinism
The Franco-Prussian War of 1870–1871 changed the political climate of Europe, making France 
more liberal. The kingdom of Italy completed the unification of the peninsula. Germany, 
 Austria-Hungary (as the Austrian Empire had renamed itself in 1867), and Russia remained con-
servative and used nationalism to maintain the status quo.

Nationalism and parliamentary elections made politicians of all parties appeal to public 
opinion. They were greatly aided by the press, especially cheap daily newspapers that sought 
to increase circulation by publishing sensational articles about overseas conquests and foreign 
threats. As governments increasingly came to recognize the advantages of an educated popula-
tion in the competition between states, they opened public schools in every town and admit-
ted women into public-service jobs for the first time. Politicians and journalists appealed to the 
emotions of the poor, diverting their anger from their employers to foreigners and their votes 
from socialist to nationalist parties.

In many countries the dominant group used nationalism to impose its language, religion, or 
customs on minority populations. The Russian Empire attempted to “Russify” its diverse ethnic 
populations. The Spanish government made Spanish compulsory in the schools, newspapers, 
and courts of its Basque- and Catalan-speaking provinces. Immigrants to the United States were 
expected to learn English.

Western culture in the late nineteenth century exalted the powerful over the weak, men 
over women, rich over poor, Europeans over other races, and humans over nature. Some people 
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Letter to Mitsubishi 

Employees Iwasaki Yaturo 
announces government aid in 
the effort to defeat foreign com-
petition for control of Japanese 
coastal trade.

AP* Exam Tip  Be 
familiar with Social Dar-
winism for the multiple 
choice section of the exam, 
but don’t worry about char-
acteristics of individual phi-
losophers such as Herbert 
Spencer.
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looked to science for support of political dominance. One of the most influential scientists of the 
century, and the one whose ideas were most widely cited and misinterpreted, was the English 
biologist Charles Darwin (1809–1882).

In his 1859 book On the Origin of the Species, Darwin argued that the earth was much older 
than previously believed. He proposed that over the course of hundreds of thousands of years 

living beings had either evolved in the struggle for 
survival or become extinct.

The philosopher Herbert Spencer (1820–1903) 
and others took up Darwin’s ideas of “natural 
selection” and “survival of the fittest” and applied 
them to human society. Social Darwinists devel-
oped elaborate pseudo-scientific theories of racial 
differences, claiming that they were the result not 
of history but of biology. They saw social and racial 
differences as resulting from natural processes 
and opposed state intervention to alleviate ineq-
uities. Although not based on any research, these 
ideas gave a scientific-sounding justification for 
the power of the privileged.

SECTION REVIEW

 ● Nationalism, the most powerful new ideology of the nineteenth 
century, defined nations primarily on the basis of language.

 ● Garibaldi helped unify Italy between 1860 and 1870, and Bis-
marck unified Germany from 1866 to 1871.

 ● In response to Western intrusion, provincial Japanese lords 
launched the Meiji Restoration and quickly transformed Japan 
into a modern industrial nation.

 ● During this era, Charles Darwin’s theory of evolution was often 
misinterpreted to justify the power of the privileged few.

THE GREAT POWERS OF EUROPE, 1871–1900
After the middle of the century, politicians and journalists discovered that minor events involv-
ing foreigners could be used to stir up popular indignation against neighboring countries. Mili-
tary officers, impressed by the awesome power of the weapons that industry provided, began 
to think that the weapons were invincible. Rivalries over colonial territories, ideological differ-
ences, even minor border incidents or trade disagreements contributed to a growing interna-
tional tension.

Germany at the Center of Europe
International relations revolved around Germany because it was located in the center of Europe 
and had the most powerful army on the European continent. After creating a unified Germany 
in 1871, Bismarck declared that his country had no further territorial ambitions, and he put his 
effort into maintaining the peace in Europe. To isolate France, he forged a loose coalition with 
Austria-Hungary and Russia, the other two conservative powers. Despite their competing ambi-
tions in the Balkans, he was able to keep his coalition together for twenty years.

Bismarck proved equally adept at strengthening German unity at home. To weaken the 
influence of middle-class liberals, he extended the vote to all adult men, thereby allowing 
Socialists to win seats in the Reichstag or parliament. By imposing high tariffs on manufactured 
goods and wheat, he gained the support of both the wealthy industrialists of the Rhineland and 
the great landowners of eastern Germany, traditional rivals for power. He also introduced social 
 legislation—medical, unemployment, and disability insurance and old-age pensions—long 
before other industrial countries. His government supported public and technical education. 
Under his leadership, the German people developed a strong sense of national unity and pride 
in their industrial and military power.

In 1888 Wilhelm I was succeeded by his grandson Wilhelm II (r. 1888–1918), an insecure and 
arrogant man who tried to gain respect by making belligerent speeches. Within two years he 
had dismissed Chancellor Bismarck and surrounded himself with yes men. He talked about his 
“global policy” and demanded a colonial empire. Ruler of the nation with the mightiest army and 
the largest industrial economy in Europe, he felt that Germany deserved “a place in the sun.”

The Liberal Powers: France and Great Britain
France, once the dominant nation in Europe, had difficulty reconciling itself to being in second 
place. Though a prosperous country with flourishing agriculture and a large colonial empire, 

German Social Policies

Wilhelm II

France

PRIMARY SOURCE: 
Extracts from History 

of Germany in the Nine-
teenth Century and Histori-
cal and Political Writings A 
 nineteenth-century German his-
torian proclaims a racist and 
militarist ideology.
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the French republic had some serious weaknesses. For example, its population was scarcely 
growing; in 1911 France had only 39 million people compared to Germany’s 64 million. In an 
age when the power of nations was roughly proportional to the size of their armies, France could 
field an army only two-thirds the size of Germany’s.

The French people were also deeply divided over the very nature of the state: some were 
monarchists and Catholic, but a growing number held republican and anticlerical views. Yet if 
French political life seemed fragile and frequently in crisis, a long tradition of popular participa-
tion in politics and a strong sense of nationhood, reinforced by a fine system of public education, 
gave the French people a deeper cohesion than appeared on the surface.

Great Britain had a long experience with parliamentary elections and competing parties. 
The British government alternated smoothly between the Liberal and Conservative Parties, and 
the income gap between rich and poor gradually narrowed. Nevertheless, Britain had problems 
that grew more apparent as time went on. One was Irish resentment of English rule. National-
ism had strengthened the allegiance of the English, Scots, and Welsh to the British state. But the 
Irish, excluded because they were Catholic and predominantly poor, saw the British as a foreign 
occupying force.

Another problem was the British economy. Great Britain had fallen behind the United States 
and Germany in such important industries as steel, chemicals, electricity, and textiles. Even in 
shipbuilding and shipping, Britain’s traditional specialty, Germany was catching up.

Britain was preoccupied with its enormous and fast-growing empire. A source of wealth for 
investors and the envy of other imperialist nations, the empire was a constant drain on Britain’s 
finances, for it required Britain to maintain costly fleets of warships throughout the world.

For most of the nineteenth century Britain pursued a policy of “splendid isolation.” Britain’s 
preoccupation with India led British statesmen to exaggerate the Russian threat to the Ottoman 
Empire and to the Central Asian approaches to India. Periodic “Russian scares” and Britain’s 
age-old rivalry with France for overseas colonies diverted the attention of British politicians 
from the rise of Germany.

The Conservative Powers: Russia and Austria-Hungary
The forces of nationalism weakened rather than strengthened Russia and Austria-Hungary. 
Their populations were far more divided, socially and ethnically, than were the German, French, 
or British peoples.

Nationalism was most divisive in south-central Europe, where many different language 
groups lived in close proximity. In 1867 the Austrian Empire renamed itself the Austro-
 Hungarian Empire to appease its Hungarian critics. Its attempts to promote the cultures of its 
Slavic-speaking minorities failed to gain their political allegiance. However, it still thought of 
itself as a great power and attempted to dominate the Balkans. This strategy irritated Russia, 
which thought of itself as the protector of Slavic peoples everywhere.

Ethnic diversity also contributed to the instability of imperial Russia. The Polish people 
rebelled in 1830 and 1863–1864. The tsarist empire also included Finland, Estonia, Latvia, 
Lithuania, and Ukraine; the Caucasus; and the Muslim population of Central Asia conquered 
between 1865 and 1881. Furthermore, Russia had the largest Jewish population in Europe, and 
the harshness of its anti-Semitic laws and periodic pogroms (massacres) prompted many Jews to 
flee to America. The state’s attempts to impose the Russian language on its subjects were divi-
sive instead of unifying forces.

In 1861 the moderate conservative Tsar Alexander II (r. 1855–1881) emancipated the peas-
ants from serfdom. He did so partly out of a genuine desire to strengthen the bonds between 
the monarchy and the Russian people, and partly to promote industrialization by enlarging the 
labor pool. That half-hearted measure, however, only turned serfs into farm workers with few 
skills and little capital. Though “emancipated,” the great majority of Russians had little educa-
tion, few legal rights, and no say in the government. After Alexander’s assassination in 1881, 
his successors Alexander III (r. 1881–1894) and Nicholas II (r. 1894–1917) reluctantly permitted 
half-hearted attempts at social change. The Russian commercial middle class was small and 
had little influence. Industrialization consisted largely of state-sponsored projects, such as rail-
roads, iron foundries, and armament factories, and led to social unrest among urban workers. 
Wealthy landowning aristocrats dominated the Russian court and administration and blocked 
most reforms.

Britain and the Irish

Britain’s Empire

Balkan Rivalries

Minorities in Russia

Emancipation of the Serfs
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The weaknesses in Russia’s society and government became glaringly obvious during a 
war with Japan in 1904 and 1905. The fighting took place in Manchuria, a province in northern 
China far from European Russia. The Russian army, which received all its supplies by means of 
the inefficient Trans-Siberian Railway, was defeated by the better-trained and better-equipped 
Japanese. After a long journey around Eurasia and Africa, the Russian navy was sunk by the Jap-

anese fleet at Tsushima Strait in 1905.
The shock of defeat caused a revolution in 1905 

that forced Tsar Nicholas II to grant a constitution 
and an elected Duma (parliament). But as soon as 
he was able to rebuild the army and the police, he 
reverted to the traditional despotism of his forefa-
thers. Small groups of radical intellectuals, angered 
by the contrast between the wealth of the elite and 
the poverty of the common people, began plotting 
the violent overthrow of the tsarist autocracy.

The Russo-Japanese War 
and Revolution

The Doss House  Late-nineteenth-century cities showed more physical than social improvements. This 
painting by Makovsky of a street in St. Petersburg contrasts the broad avenue and impressive new buildings 
with the poverty of the crowd.
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SECTION REVIEW

 ● A united Germany, the most powerful state in Europe, became a 
threat to peace under Wilhelm II.

 ● France and Great Britain, though liberal democracies, faced dif-
ficulties at home and overseas.

 ● Russia and Austria-Hungary, two conservative empires, failed 
to adapt their politics to the modernization of their societies.

CHINA, JAPAN, AND THE WESTERN POWERS
After 1850 China and Japan—the two largest countries in East Asia—felt the influence of the 
Western powers as never before, but their responses were completely opposite. China resisted 
Western influence and became weaker, while Japan transformed itself into a major industrial 
and military power. One reason for this difference was the Western powers’ heavy involvement 
in China and the distance to Japan, the nation most remote from Europe by ship. More important 
was the difference between the Chinese and Japanese elites’ attitudes toward foreign cultures.

China in Turmoil
China had been devastated by the Taiping (tie-PING) Rebellion that raged from 1850 to 1864 
(see Chapter 24). The French and British took advantage of China’s weakness to demand treaty 
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Empress Dowager Cixi 
Empress of China and mother 
of Emperor Guangxi. She put 
her son under house arrest, 
supported antiforeign move-
ments, and resisted reforms 
of the Chinese government 
and armed forces.

The Boxer Uprising  In 1900 a Chinese secret society, the 
Righteous Fists, rose up with the encouragement of the 
Empress Dowager Cixi and attacked foreigners and their 
establishments. In the Western press they were known as 
“Boxers.” These men are putting up a poster that reads 
“Death to Foreigners!”
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ports where they could trade at will. The British took over 
China’s customs and allowed the free import of opium 
until 1917. A Chinese “self-strengthening movement” 
tried in vain to bring about significant reforms by reduc-
ing government expenditures and eliminating corruption. 
The Empress Dowager Cixi (TSUH-shee) (r. 1862–1908) 
opposed railways and other foreign technologies that 
could carry foreign influences to the interior. Govern-
ment officials, who did not dare resist the Westerners out-
right, secretly encouraged crowds to attack and destroy 
the intrusive devices. They were able to slow the foreign 
intrusion, but in doing so, they denied themselves the best 
means of defense against foreign pressure.

Japan Confronts China
The late nineteenth century marked the high point of 
European power and arrogance, as the nations of Europe, 

in a frenzy known as the “New Imperialism,” rushed to gobble up the last remaining unclaimed 
pieces of the world. Yet at that very moment two nations outside Europe were becoming great 
powers. One of them, the United States, was inhabited mainly by people of European origin. Its 
rise to great-power status had been predicted early in the nineteenth century by astute observ-
ers like the French statesman Alexis de Tocqueville. The other one, Japan, seemed so distant and 
exotic in 1850 that no European guessed that it would join the ranks of the great powers.

The motive for the transformation of Japan was to protect the nation from the Western pow-
ers, but the methods that strengthened Japan against the imperial ambitions of others could also 
be used to carry out its own conquests. Japan’s path to imperialism was laid out by Yamagata 
Aritomo, a leader of the Meiji oligarchs. He believed that to be independent Japan had to define a 
“sphere of influence” that included Korea, Manchuria, and part of China (see Map 26.3). If other 
countries controlled this sphere, Japan would be at risk. To protect this sphere of influence, 
Yamagata insisted, Japan must sustain a vigorous program of military industrialization, culmi-
nating in the building of battleships.

As Japan grew stronger, China was growing weaker. In 1894 the two nations went to war 
over Korea. The Sino-Japanese War lasted less than six months, and it forced China to evacuate 
Korea, cede Taiwan and the Liaodong (li-AH-oh-dong) Peninsula, and pay a heavy indemnity. 
France, Germany, Britain, Russia, and the United States, upset at seeing a newcomer join the 
ranks of the imperialists, made Japan give up Liaodong in the name of the “territorial integrity” 
of China. In exchange for their “protection,” the Western powers then made China grant them 
territorial and trade concessions, including ninety treaty ports.

In 1900 Chinese officials around the Empress Dowager Cixi encouraged a series of antifor-
eign riots known as the Boxer Uprising. Military forces from the European powers, Japan, and 
the United States put down the riots and occupied Beijing. Emboldened by China’s obvious 
weakness, Japan and Russia competed for possession of the mineral-rich Chinese province of 
Manchuria.

Japanese Imperialism

The Boxer Rebellion

Yamagata Aritomo One 
of the leaders of the Meiji 
Restoration.
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Japan’s participation in the suppression 
of the Boxer Uprising demonstrated its mili-
tary power in East Asia. Then in 1905 Japan 
surprised the world by defeating Russia in the 
Russo-Japanese War. By the Treaty of Portsmouth 
that ended the war, Japan established a protec-
torate over Korea. In spite of Western attempts to 
restrict it to the role of junior partner, Japan con-
tinued to increase its influence. It gained control of 
southern Manchuria, with its industries and rail-
roads, and in 1910 it finally annexed Korea, joining 
the ranks of the world’s colonial powers.

CONCLUSION
After World War I broke out in 1914, many people, especially in Europe, looked back on the period 
from 1850 to 1914 as a golden age. For some, and in certain ways, it was. Industrialization was a 
powerful torrent changing Europe, North America, and East Asia. While shipping and railroads 
increased their global reach, new technologies—electricity, the steel and chemical industries, 
and the global telegraph network—contributed to the enrichment and empowerment of the 
industrial nations.

With these new technologies, memories of the great scourges—famines, wars, and 
 epidemics—faded. Clean water, electric lights, and railways began to improve the lives of city 
dwellers, even the poor. Municipal services made city life less dangerous and chaotic. Goods 
from distant lands, even travel to other continents, came within the reach of millions. Middle-
class women continued to focus on domestic pursuits and lived in a “separate sphere” from men. 
Many working-class women took jobs in the textile industry, yet their work outside the home did 
not lessen their domestic and child-rearing responsibilities.

Though Karl Marx predicted a class struggle between workers and employers, socialism 
became more of an intellectual movement. Through labor unions, workers achieved some mea-
sure of recognition and security. By the turn of the century, liberal political reforms had taken 
hold in western Europe. Universal male suffrage became law in the United States in 1870 and in 
various parts of Europe by the 1880s.

The framework for all these changes was the nation-state. Until the 1860s nationalism was 
associated with liberalism, but later generations of conservatives used public education, military 
service, and colonial conquests to build a sense of national unity. By 1871 both Italy and Ger-
many had become unified states. In Japan, the Meiji Restoration restored power to the emperor 
and ushered in a period of Western influences.

The world economy, international politics, and even cultural and social issues revolved 
around a handful of countries—the great powers—that believed they controlled the destiny of 
the world. These included the most powerful European nations of the previous century, as well 
as three newcomers—Germany, the United States, and Japan.

Commodore Matthew 
Perry p. 743

railroads p. 744
submarine telegraph 

cables p. 744
steel p. 745 

electricity p. 746
Thomas Edison p. 746
Victorian Age p. 750
“separate spheres” p. 750
socialism p. 753
labor union p. 753

Karl Marx p. 753
anarchists p. 755
nationalism p. 756
liberalism p. 756
Giuseppe Garibaldi p. 756
Otto von Bismarck p. 758

Meiji Restoration p. 759
Empress Dowager 

Cixi p. 765
Yamagata Aritomo p. 765

KEY TERMS
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 ● China was weakened by the Taiping Rebellion, a reactionary 
government under Empress Dowager Cixi, and the demands of 
the West.

 ● Japan, in contrast, built up its military and industrial strength 
and became another imperial power, taking advantage of 
China’s weakness to seize Korea, Taiwan, and southern 
Manchuria.
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  6. In the “Victorian Age,” middle-class status meant that 
a family

(A) employed at least one servant.
(B) had only one wage earner.
(C) had electricity in their home.
(D) owned an automobile.

  7. Socialism is an ideology developed by radical 
thinkers who

(A) questioned the sanctity of private property and 
argued in support of industrial workers against 
their employers.

(B) organized industrial laborers to defend their inter-
ests in the workplace through negotiations with 
their employers.

(C) wanted to see all property owned by the govern-
ment and to place the government in charge of the 
distribution of wealth.

(D) formed the first political party to successfully chal-
lenge the established government in Great Britain 
and Germany.

  8. Unlike the revolutions in the United States and France, 
the revolution in Italy was

(A) a conservative revolution.
(B) more of a process than an actual revolution.
(C) a rebellion against the Vatican.
(D) a dismal failure because it did not establish any 

type of democratic rule.

  9. In Japan, the Meiji Restoration ended the Tokugawa 
Shogunate, but it was also

(A) an attempt to restore the power of the daimyo.
(B) a way for Japan to gain control of Korea.
(C) a time when Japan modernized itself as a way to 

avoid Western imperialism.
(D) a time when socialism rose in Japan.

  1. Railroads were important to colonial powers because

(A) they could be constructed almost anywhere in the 
world.

(B) only the developed nations had them.
(C) they provided jobs for the lower classes in the 

colonies.
(D) they were relatively inexpensive to build and 

maintain.

  2. Which of the following nations led the world in engi-
neering schools and scientific institutes by 1900?

(A) The United States
(B) Germany
(C) France
(D) Russia

  3. Which of the following had the most radical impact 
on the quality of people’s lives by the end of the nine-
teenth century?

(A) Steel
(B) Telegraph
(C) Steam engine
(D) Electricity

  4. The expansion of world trade between 1850 and 1913

(A) led directly to economic collapses around the 
world.

(B) encouraged militarism to develop as a way to pro-
tect colonial possessions.

(C) strained the relationships between the developed 
nations.

(D) tied nonindustrial areas to the world economy as 
never before.

  5. The first nation to have the majority of its citizens living 
in cities was

(A) Germany.
(B) Russia.
(C) the United States.
(D) Great Britain.

AP* REVIEW QUESTIONS FOR CHAPTER 26

      Copyright 2011 Cengage Learning. All Rights Reserved. May not be copied, scanned, or duplicated, in whole or in part. Due to electronic rights, some third party content may be suppressed from the eBook and/or eChapter(s). 
Editorial review has deemed that any suppressed content does not materially affect the overall learning experience. Cengage Learning reserves the right to remove additional content at any time if subsequent rights restrictions require it.



Conclusion  769

769

12. In both Russia and Austria-Hungary, nationalism

(A) increased the power of the ruling family and 
strengthened the government.

(B) weakened both governments as ethnic minorities 
began to demand self-rule.

(C) encouraged the government of each nation to grant 
political rights to all citizens.

(D) led to the formation of strong parties advocating 
democratic government.

13. In Qing dynasty China, one of the major impediments 
to industrialization was that

(A) China had no labor force for new industries.
(B) China had few natural resources.
(C) China had few markets for its goods.
(D) the government was corrupt and inefficient.

10. Social Darwinism fit neatly into Western imperialism 
because it gave imperialistic nations a way to

(A) profit from their colonies.
(B) use scientific knowledge to improve industrial 

growth.
(C) try to justify having their colonies around the 

world.
(D) settle imperial struggles without having wars.

11. France was losing power in Europe at the end of the 
nineteenth century partly because

(A) it had regressive taxation policies.
(B) its low birthrates had led to smaller population 

growth.
(C) it lacked rich colonies around the world.
(D) its industrial base had been dormant since the 

Franco-Prussian War.
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