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The Train Station in Orizaba, Mexico, 1877  In the last decades of the nineteenth century Mexi-
co’s political leaders actively promoted economic development. The railroad became the symbol 
of this ideal.
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 ■ What were the causes of the revolutions for 
independence in Latin America?

 ■ What major political challenges did Western 
Hemisphere nations face in the nineteenth 
century?

 ■ How did economic modernization and the 
effects of abolition, immigration, and women’s 
rights change the nations of the Western 
Hemisphere?

During the nineteenth century the newly inde-
pendent nations of the Western Hemisphere 
sought to emulate the rapid economic progress 

of Europe under the influence of the Industrial Revolu-
tion. No technology seemed to represent that progress 
better than railroads. Everywhere from Argentina to 
Canada, governments sponsored railroad development. 
By 1850 there were 9,000 miles (14,480 kilometers) of 
track in the United States, as much as in the rest of the 
world. Latin American nations committed to this tech-
nology later than the United States, but railroads there 
also soon proved important to exports, to new industries, and to political and cul-
tural integration.

Mexico granted the first concession for railroad construction in 1837, but the 
first significant rail line was completed in 1873. Few new projects were begun until 
the presidency of Porfirio Díaz (1876–1880 and 1884–1911), who promoted railroad 
construction. By the time revolutionaries forced him from office in 1910, Mexico 
had 12,000 miles (19,300 kilometers) of track. Railroads proved crucial to Mexican 
economic growth, but there was a downside. Foreign investment helped pay for 
new railroads, but this dependence on foreign capital led to political protests and 
economic nationalism. Railroad development also had a powerful effect on native 
peoples, who still controlled large areas of rural Mexico. Railroads made their lands 
more valuable, and, as a result, powerful landed families used their political influ-
ence to strip this land from indigenous subsistence farmers and use it to produce 
export crops. As Amerindian villagers lost their traditional lands, the number of rural 
uprisings increased.

In the nineteenth century the Western Hemisphere witnessed radical political 
and social changes in addition to technological innovations and economic expan-
sion. Brazil and nearly all of Spain’s colonies achieved independence by 1825. As was 
true in the earlier American and French Revolutions (see Chapter 21), rising national-
ism and the ideal of political freedom promoted these changes. Despite the achieve-
ment of independence, Mexico and other nations in the hemisphere faced foreign 
interventions and other threats to sovereignty, including regionalism and civil war.

State Building and Economic 
Transformation in the Americas, 
1800–1890
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656  CHAPTER 23 State Building and Economic Transformation in the Americas, 1800–1890

The new nations of the Western Hemisphere faced difficult questions. If colonies 
could reject submission to imperial powers, could not regions with distinct cultures, 
social structures, and economies refuse to accept the political authority of newly 
formed national governments? How could nations born in revolution accept the 
political strictures of written constitutions—even those they wrote themselves? How 
could the ideals of liberty and freedom expressed in those constitutions be reconciled 
with the denial of rights to Amerindians, slaves, recent immigrants, and women?

While trying to resolve these political questions, the new nations also attempted 
to promote economic growth. They imported new technologies like railroads, opened 
new areas to settlement, and promoted immigration. But the legacy of colonial eco-
nomic development, with its emphasis on agricultural and mining exports, inhibited 
efforts to promote diversification and industrialization, just as the legacy of class and 
racial division thwarted the realization of political ideals.

INDEPENDENCE IN LATIN AMERICA, 1800–1830
As the eighteenth century drew to a close, Spain and Portugal held vast colonial possessions in 
the Western Hemisphere, although their power had declined relative to that of their British and 
French rivals. Both Iberian empires had reformed their colonial administration and strength-
ened their military forces in the eighteenth century (see Chapter 17). Despite these efforts, the 
same economic and political forces that had undermined British rule in its colonies were pres-
ent in Spanish America and Brazil.

Roots of Revolution, to 1810
The great works of the Enlightenment as well as revolutionary documents like the American 
Declaration of Independence and the French Declaration of the Rights of Man and the Citizen 
circulated widely in Latin America, but few colonial residents wanted revolutionary change. 
While colonial elites and middle classes were frustrated by imperial policies, it was events in 
Europe that propelled the colonies toward independence. Napoleon’s decision to invade Por-
tugal (1807) and Spain (1808), not revolutionary ideas, created a crisis of legitimacy that under-
mined the authority of colonial officials and ignited Latin America’s struggle for independence.

As a French army neared Lisbon in 1808, the Portuguese royal family fled to Brazil. King 
John VI maintained his court there for over a decade. Soon Napoleon forced King Ferdinand 
VII of Spain to abdicate and placed his own brother, Joseph Bonaparte, on the throne. Spanish 
patriots fighting against the French created a new political body, the Junta (HUN-tah) Central, 
to administer the areas they controlled. The junta claimed authority over Spain’s colonies, invit-
ing the election of colonial deputies to help write a constitution.

Most residents of colonial Spanish America favored obedience to the Junta Central and 
many colonies elected deputies, but a vocal minority, including some members of the elite, 
objected. These dissenters argued that they were subjects of the king, not dependents of the 
Spanish nation. They wanted to create local juntas and govern their own affairs until Ferdi-
nand regained the throne. Spanish loyalists resisted this assertion of local autonomy, provoking 
armed uprisings. In late 1808 and 1809 popular movements overthrew Spanish colonial officials 
in Venezuela, Mexico, and Alto Peru (modern Bolivia) and created local juntas. In each case, 
Spanish officials quickly reasserted control and punished the leaders. This harsh repression, 
however, further polarized public opinion in the colonies and gave rise to a greater sense of a 
separate American nationality. By 1810 Spanish colonial authorities were facing a new round of 
revolutions now focused on independence.

Spanish South America, 1810–1825
In Caracas (the capital city of modern Venezuela) a revolutionary junta led by creoles (colonial-
born whites) declared independence in 1811. Although this group espoused representative 

Napoleon Invades 
Portugal and Spain

Revolutions Begin
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democracy, its leaders were landowners who defended slavery and opposed full citizenship for 
the black and mixed-race majority. Their aim was to expand their own privileges by eliminat-
ing Spaniards from the upper levels of government and the church. The junta’s narrow agenda 
spurred Spanish loyalists to rally thousands of free blacks and slaves to defend the Spanish 
Empire. Faced with this determined resistance, the revolutionary movement placed overwhelm-
ing political authority in the hands of its military leader Simón Bolívar (see-MOAN bow-LEE-
varh) (1783–1830), who would become the preeminent leader of the independence movement.

The son of wealthy Venezuelan planters, Bolívar had traveled in Europe and studied the 
works of the Enlightenment. He was a charismatic personality who effectively mobilized politi-
cal support and held the loyalty of his troops. Defeated on many occasions, Bolívar successfully 
adapted his objectives and policies to attract new allies and build coalitions. Although initially 
opposed to the abolition of slavery, for example, he agreed to support emancipation in order to 
draw slaves and freemen to his cause and to gain supplies from Haiti. Bolívar was also capable of 
using harsh methods to ensure victory, proclaiming in 1813 that, “any Spaniard who does not . . . 

Simón Bolívar

United States and Canada Mexico and Central America South America

1800
1789 U.S. Constitution ratified
1803 Louisiana Purchase

1812–1815 War of 1812
1810–1821 Mexican movement for 
independence

1808 Portuguese royal family arrives in 
Brazil

1808–1809 Revolutions for indepen-
dence begin in Spanish South America

1825
1836 Texas gains independence from 
Mexico

1845 Texas admitted as a state

1848 Women’s Rights Convention in 
Seneca Falls, New York

1846–1848 War between Mexico and 
the United States

1847–1870 Caste War

1822 Brazil gains independence
1831 Brazil signs treaty with Great Brit-
ain to end slave trade. Illegal trade 
continues.

1850

1861–1865 Civil War

1867 Creation of Dominion of Canada

1857 Mexico’s new constitution limits 
power of Catholic Church and military

1862–1867 French invade Mexico

1867 Emperor Maximilian executed

1850 Brazilian illegal slave trade 
suppressed

1865–1870 Argentina, Uruguay, and Bra-
zil wage war against Paraguay

1875
1876 Sioux and allies defeat U.S. Army 
in Battle of Little Bighorn

1890 “Jim Crow” laws enforce segrega-
tion in South

1890s United States becomes world’s 
leading steel producer

1870s Governments of Argentina and 
Chile begin final campaigns against 
indigenous peoples

1879–1881 Chile wages war against 
Peru and Bolivia; telegraph, refrigera-
tion, and barbed wire introduced in 
Argentina

1888 Abolition of slavery in Brazil

Simón Bolívar The most 
important military leader in 
the struggle for indepen-
dence in South America. 
Born in Venezuela, he led 
military forces there and in 
Colombia, Ecuador, Peru, and 
Bolivia.
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work against tyranny in behalf of this just cause will be considered an enemy and punished; as a 
traitor to the nation, he will inevitably be shot by a firing squad.”1

Military advantage shifted back and forth between the patriots and loyalists until Bolívar 
enlisted demobilized English veterans of the Napoleonic Wars and a military revolt in Spain in 
1820 weakened Spanish resolve. The English veterans, hardened by combat, improved the bat-
tlefield performance of Bolívar’s army, while the revolt in Spain in 1820 forced Ferdinand VII—
restored to power in 1814—to accept a constitution that limited the powers of both the monarch 
and the church. Colonial loyalists who for a decade had fought to maintain the authority of mon-
arch and church viewed these reforms as unacceptably liberal.

With the king’s supporters divided, momentum swung to the patriots. After liberating 
present-day Venezuela, Colombia, and Ecuador, Bolívar’s army entered Peru and Bolivia (colo-
nial Alto Peru) and defeated the last Spanish armies in 1824. Bolívar and his supporters then 
attempted to create a confederation of the former Spanish colonies. The first steps were the cre-
ation of Gran Colombia (now Venezuela, Colombia, and Ecuador) and the unification of Peru 
and Bolivia, but these initiatives had failed by 1830 (see Map 23.1).

Buenos Aires (the capital city of modern Argentina) was the second important center of rev-
olutionary activity in Spanish South America. In Buenos Aires news of French victories in Spain 
led to the creation of a junta organized by militia commanders, merchants, and ranchers, which 
overthrew the viceroy in 1810. To deflect the opposition of Spanish loyalists, the junta claimed 
loyalty to the imprisoned king. Two years after Ferdinand regained the Spanish throne in 1814, 
junta leaders declared independence as the United Provinces of the Río de la Plata.

Patriot leaders in Buenos Aires at first sought to retain control over the territory of the Vice-
royalty of Río de la Plata, but Spanish loyalists in Uruguay and Bolivia and a separatist movement 
in Paraguay defeated these ambitions. Even within the territory of Argentina, the government in 
Buenos Aires was unable to control regional rivalries and political differences. As a result, the 
region rapidly descended into political chaos.

A weak succession of juntas, collective presidencies, and dictators lost control over much of 
the interior of Argentina. But the government in Buenos Aires did manage to support a mixed 
force of Chileans and Argentines led by José de San Martín (hoe-SAY deh san mar-TEEN) 
(1778–1850), who crossed the Andes Mountains to attack Spanish forces in Chile and Peru. Dur-
ing this campaign San Martín’s most effective troops were former slaves, who had gained their 
freedom by enlisting in the army. After gaining victory in Chile, San Martín pushed on to Peru 
in 1820, but he failed to gain a clear victory there. Unable to make progress, San Martín surren-
dered command of patriot forces in Peru to Simón Bolívar, who overcame final Spanish resis-
tance in 1824.

Mexico, 1810–1823
In 1810 Mexico was Spain’s wealthiest and most populous colony. Its silver mines were the rich-
est in the world, and the colony’s capital, Mexico City, was larger than any city in Spain. Mex-
ico also had the largest population of Spanish immigrants among the colonies. When news of 
Napoleon’s invasion of Spain reached Mexico, conservative Spaniards in Mexico City overthrew 
the local viceroy because he was too sympathetic to the creoles. This action by Spanish loyal-
ists underlined the new reality: with the king removed from his throne by the French, colonial 
authority now rested on brute force.

The first stage of the revolution against Spain occurred in central Mexico, where ranchers 
and farmers had aggressively forced Amerindian communities from their traditional agricul-
tural lands. Crop failures and epidemics afflicted the region’s rural poor, while miners and the 
urban poor faced higher food prices and rising unemployment as well. With the power of colo-
nial authorities weakened by events in Spain, anger and fear spread through towns and villages 
in central Mexico.

On September 16, 1810, the parish priest of the small town of Dolores, Miguel Hidalgo y 
 Costilla (mee-GEHL ee-DAHL-go ee cos-TEA-ah), rang the church bells and attracted a crowd. 
In a fiery speech he urged the crowd to rise up against the oppression of Spanish officials. Tens 
of thousands of the rural and urban poor soon joined his movement. While they lacked military 
discipline and weapons, they knew who their oppressors were, the Spanish and  colonial-born 
whites who owned the ranches and mines. Recognizing the threat posed by the angry masses 

Independence 
of Argentina 

San Martín and Chile

Hidalgo and Morelos

PRIMARY SOURCE: The 
Jamaica Letter Simón 

Bolívar shares his thoughts in 
1815 on the present and future 
of the Latin American indepen-
dence movement.

Miguel Hidalgo y Costilla 
Mexican priest who led the 
first stage of the Mexican 
independence war in 1810. 
He was captured and exe-
cuted in 1811.

AP* Exam Tip  Latin 
American independence 
movements are important 
to understand.
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MAP 23.1  Latin America by 1830 By 1830 patriot forces had overturned the Spanish and Portuguese Empires of the West-
ern Hemisphere. Regional conflicts, local wars, and foreign interventions challenged the survival of many of these new nations 
following independence.
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following Hidalgo, most wealthy Mexicans sup-
ported Spanish authorities. The military tide 
quickly turned, and Spanish forces captured and 
executed Hidalgo in 1811.

The revolution continued under the lead-
ership of another priest, José María Morelos 
(hoe-SAY mah-REE-ah moh-RAY-los), a former 
student of Hidalgo’s. A more adept military and 
political leader than his mentor, Morelos created a 
formidable fighting force and, in 1813, convened a 
congress that declared independence and drafted 
a constitution. Despite these achievements, loyal-
ist forces defeated and executed Morelos in 1815. 
Although small numbers of insurgents contin-
ued to fight Spanish forces, colonial rule seemed 
secure in 1820, but news of the military revolt in 
Spain unsettled the conservative groups who had 
opposed Hidalgo and Morelos. In 1821 Colonel 
Agustín de Iturbide (ah-goos-TEEN deh ee-tur-
BEE-deh) and other loyalist commanders forged 

an alliance with insurgents to declare Mexico’s independence. The conservative origins of 
Mexico’s independence were made clear by the decision to create a monarchial government 
and crown Iturbide emperor. In early 1823, however, the army overthrew Iturbide and Mexico 
became a republic. When Iturbide returned to Mexico from exile in 1824, he was captured and, 
like Hidalgo and Morelos, was executed by a firing squad.

Brazil, to 1831
The arrival of the Portuguese royal family in Brazil in 1808 helped maintain the loyalty of the 
colonial elite. With Napoleon’s defeat, the Portuguese government called for King John VI to 
return to Portugal. At first he resisted, but a liberal revolt in Portugal forced the king to return to 
Portugal in 1821 to protect his throne. He left his son Pedro in Brazil as regent.

By 1820 the Spanish colonies along Brazil’s borders had experienced ten years of revolu-
tion and civil war, and some, like Argentina and Paraguay, had gained independence. Unable to 
ignore these struggles, some Brazilians began to reevaluate Brazil’s relationship with Portugal. 
Many Brazilians resented their homeland’s economic subordination to Portugal, while the arro-
gance of Portuguese soldiers and bureaucrats led others to talk openly of independence.

Unwilling to return to Portugal and committed to maintaining his family’s hold on Brazil, 
Pedro aligned himself with the rising tide of sentiment, and in 1822 he declared Brazilian inde-
pendence. Pedro’s decision launched Brazil on a unique political trajectory. Unlike its neigh-
bors, which became constitutional republics, Brazil gained independence as a constitutional 
monarchy with Pedro I, son of the king of Portugal, as emperor.

Pedro I was committed to both monarchy and to liberal principles. The constitution of 1824 
provided for an elected assembly and granted rights to the political opposition, but Pedro made 
enemies by protecting the Portuguese who remained in Brazil from arrest and seizure of prop-

Pedro I and Brazilian 
Independence

Padre Hidalgo  Padre Miguel Hidalgo y Costilla 
led the first stage of Mexico’s revolution for inde-
pendence by rallying the rural masses. His defeat, 
trial, and execution made him one of Mexico’s 
most important political martyrs.
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José María Morelos 
Mexican priest and former 
student of Miguel Hidalgo 
y Costilla, he led the forces 
fighting for Mexican inde-
pendence until he was cap-
tured and executed in 1815.
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erty. Pedro I also opposed slavery, even though the slave-owning class dominated Brazil. In 
1823 he anonymously published an article that characterized slavery as a “cancer eating away 
at Brazil” (see Diversity and Dominance: The Afro-Brazilian Experience, 1828). His decision in 

1831 to ratify a treaty with Great Britain end-
ing Brazilian participation in the slave trade 
provoked opposition, as did his use of mili-
tary force to control neighboring Uruguay. 
As military losses and costs rose, the Brazil-
ian public grew impatient. A vocal minority 
that sought the creation of a democracy used 
these issues to rally public opinion against the 
emperor. Confronted by street demonstra-
tions, Pedro I abdicated the throne in 1831 in 
favor of his five-year-old son Pedro II. After 
a nine-year regency, Pedro II assumed full 
powers as emperor of Brazil and reigned until 
overthrown by republicans in 1889.

SECTION REVIEW

 ● The French invasion of Portugal and Spain created a political cri-
sis in their American colonies that in turn led to independence 
movements.

 ● Under the leadership of Simón Bolívar, several South American 
countries gained independence.

 ● Mexico gained independence after a long and destructive war.

 ● Led by the son of the Portuguese king, Brazil gained independence 
as a monarchy.

THE PROBLEM OF ORDER, 1825–1890
All the newly independent nations of the Western Hemisphere encountered difficulties estab-
lishing stable political institutions. Popular sovereignty found broad support across the hemi-
sphere as all the new nations sought to establish constitutions and elected assemblies. How-
ever, this widespread support for constitutional order and for representative government failed 
to prevent bitter factional conflict, regionalism, and the threats posed by charismatic political 
leaders and military uprisings.

Constitutional Experiments
In reaction to what they saw as arbitrary and tyrannical rule by colonial authorities, revolution-
ary leaders in the United States and Latin America espoused constitutionalism. They believed 
that the careful description of political powers in written constitutions offered the best protec-
tion for individual rights and liberties. In practice, however, many new constitutions proved 
unworkable. In the United States, George Washington and other leaders became dissatisfied 
with the first constitution, the Articles of Confederation, and helped write a new constitution. 
In Latin America few constitutions survived the rough-and-tumble of national politics. For 
example, Venezuela and Chile ratified and then rejected a combined total of nine constitutions 
between 1811 and 1833.

Important differences in colonial political experience influenced later political develop-
ments in the Americas. The ratification of a new constitution in the United States was the culmi-
nation of a long historical process that had begun with the development of English constitutional 
law and continued under colonial charters. The British colonies provided many opportunities 
for holding elective offices, and, by the time of independence, citizens had grown accustomed 
to elections, political parties, and factions. In contrast, neither Brazil nor Spanish America had 
significant experience with elections and representative institutions.

Democratic passions and the desire for effective self-rule led to significant political reform 
in the Americas, even in regions that remained colonies. British Canada included a number of 
separate colonies and territories, each with a separate government. A provincial governor and 
appointed advisory council drawn from the local elite dominated political life in each colony, 
while elected assemblies exercised limited power. The desire to make government responsive to 

Canadian Government
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Brazil was the most important destination for the Atlantic slave 
trade. From the sixteenth century to the 1850s it imported more 
than 2 million African slaves. Beginning in the 1820s, Great Brit-
ain, Brazil’s main trading partner, began to press for an end to 
the slave trade. British visitors to Brazil became an important 
source of critical information for those who sought to end the 
trade.

A British clergyman, Robert Walsh, who traveled widely in 
Brazil in 1828 and 1829 left an account of the complex and unex-
pected ways that slaves and black freedmen were integrated into 
Brazilian society.

[At the Alfandega, or custom house,] . . . for the first time I 
saw the Negro population under circumstances so striking 
to a stranger. The whole labour of bearing and moving bur-
dens is performed by these people, and the state in which they 
appear is revolting to humanity. Here were a number of beings 
entirely naked, with the exception of a covering of dirty rags 
tied about their waists. Their skins, from constant exposure 
to the weather, had become hard, crusty, and seamed, resem-
bling the coarse black covering of some beast, or like that of 
an elephant, a wrinkled hide scattered with scanty hairs. On 
contemplating their persons, you saw them with a physical 
organization resembling beings of a grade below the rank of 
man. . . . Some of these beings were yoked to drays, on which 
they dragged heavy burdens. Some were chained by the necks 
and legs, and moved with loads thus encumbered. Some fol-
lowed each other in ranks, with heavy weights on their heads, 
chattering the most inarticulate and dismal cadence as they 
moved along. Some were munching young sugar-canes, like 
beasts of burden eating green provender [animal feed], and 
some were seen near water, lying on the bare ground among 
filth and offal, coiled up like dogs, and seeming to expect or 
require no more comfort or accommodation, exhibiting a state 
and conformation so un-human, that they not only seemed, 
but actually were, far below the inferior animals around them. 
Horses and mules were not employed in this way; they were 
used only for pleasure, and not for labour. They were seen in 
the same streets, pampered, spirited, and richly caparisoned, 
enjoying a state far superior to the negroes, and appearing to 
look down on the fettered and burdened wretches they were 

passing, as on beings of an inferior rank in the creation to 
themselves. . . .

The first impression of all this on my mind, was to shake 
the conviction I had always felt, of the wrong and hardship 
inflicted on our black fellow creatures, and that they were 
only in that state which God and nature had assigned them; 
that they were the lowest grade of human existence, and the 
link that connected it with the brute, and that the gradation 
was so insensible, and their natures so intermingled, that it 
was impossible to tell where one had terminated and the other 
commenced; and that it was not surprising that people who 
contemplated them every day, so formed, so employed, and so 
degraded, should forget their claims to that rank in the scale 
of beings in which modern philanthropists are so anxious to 
place them. I did not at the moment myself recollect, that the 
white man, made a slave on the coast of Africa, suffers not only 
a similar mental but physical deterioration from hardships 
and emaciation, and becomes in time the dull and deformed 
beast I now saw yoked to a burden.

A few hours only were necessary to correct my first impres-
sions of the negro population, by seeing them under a differ-
ent aspect. We were attracted by the sound of military music, 
and found it proceeded from a regiment drawn up in one of 
the streets. Their colonel had just died, and they attended to 
form a procession to celebrate his obsequies. They were all 
of different shades of black, but the majority were negroes. 
Their equipment was excellent; they wore dark jackets, white 
pantaloons, and black leather caps and belts, all which, with 
their arms, were in high order. Their band produced sweet and 
agreeable music, of the leader’s own composition, and the men 
went through some evolutions with regularity and dexterity. 
They were only a militia regiment, yet were as well appointed 
and disciplined as one of our regiments of the line. Here then 
was the first step in that gradation by which the black popu-
lation of this country ascend in the scale of humanity; he 
advances from the state below that of a beast of burden into 
a military rank, and he shows himself as capable of discipline 
and improvement as a human being of any other colour.

Our attention was next attracted by negro men and women 
bearing about a variety of articles for sale; some in bas-
kets, some on boards and cases carried on their heads. They 

DIVERSITY + DOMINANCE

The Afro-Brazilian Experience, 1828

the will of the assemblies led to armed rebellion in 1837. Britain responded by establishing lim-
ited self-rule in each of the Canadian provinces. By the 1860s regional political leaders realized 
that economic development required a government with a “national” character. Negotiations 
among Canadian leaders and with the British crown led to a union of Canadian provinces, the 
Confederation of 1867, and to the creation of the Dominion of Canada with a central govern-
ment in Ottawa (see Map 23.2).

The path to effective constitutional government was rockier to the south. Because neither 
Spain nor Portugal had permitted anything like the elected legislatures and municipal govern-
ments of colonial British America, the drafters of Latin American constitutions were less con-

Confederation of 1867 
Negotiated union of the 
formerly separate colonial 
governments of Ontario, 
Quebec, New Brunswick, 
and Nova Scotia. This new 
Dominion of Canada with 
a central government in 
Ottawa is seen as the begin-
ning of the Canadian nation.
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the first time, and I saw an African negro under four aspects of 
society; and it appeared to me, that in every one his character 
depended on the state in which he was placed, and the estima-
tion in which he was held. As a despised slave, he was far lower 
than other animals of burthen that surrounded him; more 
miserable in his look, more revolting in his nakedness, more 
distorted in his person, and apparently more deficient in intel-
lect than the horses and mules that passed him by. Advanced 
to the grade of a soldier, he was clean and neat in his person, 
amenable to discipline, expert at his exercises, and showed 
the port [sic.] and being of a white man similarly placed. As a 
citizen, he was remarkable for the respectability of his appear-
ance, and the decorum of his manners in the rank assigned 
him; and as a priest, standing in the house of God, appointed 
to instruct society on their most important interests, and in a 
grade in which moral and intellectual fitness is required, and a 
certain degree of superiority is expected, he seemed even more 
devout in his impressions, and more correct in his manners, 
than his white associates. I came, therefore, to the irresistible 
conclusion in my mind, that colour was an accident affecting 
the surface of a man, and having no more to do with his quali-
ties than his clothes—that God had equally created an African 
in the image of his person, and equally given him an immortal 
soul; and that an European had no pretext but his own cupid-
ity, for impiously thrusting his fellow man from that rank in the 
creation which the Almighty had assigned him, and degrading 
him below the lot of the brute beasts that perish.

QUESTIONS FOR ANALYSIS
1. What is the author’s first impression of the Brazilian slave 

population?
2. What does the author later observe that changes this 

opinion?
3. How did slavery dehumanize slaves?
4. What circumstances or opportunities permitted Brazil’s free 

blacks to improve their lives?

Source: Robert Edgar Conrad, Children of God’s Fire: A Documentary History 
of Black Slavery in Brazil (Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press, 1983), 
216–220. Reprinted by permission of the author.

belonged to a class of small shopkeepers, many of whom vend 
their wares at home, but the greater number send them about 
in this way, as in itinerant shops. A few of these people were 
still in a state of bondage, and brought a certain sum every 
evening to their owners, as the produce of their daily labour. 
But a large proportion, I was informed, were free, and exer-
cised this little calling on their own account. They were all 
very neat and clean in their persons, and had a decorum and 
sense of respectability about them, superior to whites of the 
same class and calling. All their articles were good in their 
kind, and neatly kept, and they sold them with simplicity and 
confidence, neither wishing to take advantage of others, nor 
suspecting that it would be taken of themselves. I bought some 
confectionary from one of the females, and I was struck with 
the modesty and propriety of her manner; she was a young 
mother, and had with her a neatly dressed child, of which she 
seemed very fond. I gave it a little comfit [candy covered nut], 
and it turned up its dusky countenance to her and then to me, 
taking my sweetmeat, and at the same time kissing my hand. 
As yet unacquainted with the coin of the country, I had none 
that was current about me, and was leaving the articles; but 
the poor young woman pressed them on me with a ready con-
fidence, repeating in broken Portuguese, out of tempo, I am 
sorry to say, the “other time” never came, for I could not recog-
nize her person afterwards to discharge her little debt, though 
I went to the same place for the purpose.

It soon began to grow dark, and I was attracted by a number 
of persons bearing large lighted wax tapers, like torches, gath-
ering before a house. As I passed by, one was put into my hand 
by a man who seemed in some authority, and I was requested 
to fall into a procession that was forming. It was the prepara-
tion for a funeral, and on such occasions, I learned that they 
always request the attendance of a passing stranger, and feel 
hurt if they are refused. I joined the party, and proceeded with 
them to a neighbouring church. When we entered we arranged 
ourselves on each side of a platform which stood near the 
choir, on which was laid an open coffin, covered with pink 
silk and gold borders. The funeral service was chanted by a 
choir of priests, one of whom was a negro, a large comely man, 
whose jet black visage formed a strong and striking contrast 
to his white vestments. He seemed to perform his part with a 
decorum and sense of solemnity, which I did not observe in his 
brethren. After scattering flowers on the coffin, and fumigat-
ing it with incense, they retired, the procession dispersed, and 
we returned on board. I had been but a few hours on shore, for 

strained by practical political experience. As a result, many of the new Latin American nations 
experimented with untested political institutions.

Latin American nations found it particularly difficult to define the role of the Catholic 
Church after independence. In the colonial period the Catholic Church was a religious monopoly 
that controlled all levels of education and dominated intellectual life. Many early constitutions 
aimed to reduce this power by making education secular and by permitting other religions. The 
church reacted by organizing and financing conservative movements. Conflicts between liber-
als who sought the separation of church and state and conservatives who supported the church 
dominated political life in the nineteenth century.

Creating Latin 
American Nations
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Limiting the power of the military was another obstacle to the creation of constitutional 
governments in Latin America. The wars for independence elevated the prestige of military 
leaders, and, when the wars were over, military commanders seldom proved willing to subordi-
nate themselves to civilian authorities. Frustrated by the chaotic workings of democracy, many 
citizens saw dictatorship as a better protection for their lives and property.

Personalist Leaders
Patriot leaders in both the United States and Latin America gained mass followings during the 
wars for independence, and some used these followings to gain political power. George Wash-
ington’s ability to dominate early republican politics in the United States anticipated the later 
political ascendancy of revolutionary heroes such as Iturbide in Mexico and Bolívar in Gran 
Colombia. In each case, military reputation provided the foundation for personal political 
power. Washington was distinguished from these leaders by his willingness to surrender power. 
More commonly, personalist leaders relied on their mass followings rather than on constitu-
tions and laws to govern. In Latin America, a personalist leader who gained and held political 
power without constitutional sanction was called a caudillo (kouh-DEE-yoh).

Powerful personal followings allowed Andrew Jackson of the United States and José  Antonio 
Páez (hoe-SAY an-TOE-nee-oh PAH-ays) of Venezuela to challenge constitutional limits to 
their authority. During the independence wars in Venezuela and Colombia, Páez (1790–1873) 
was one of Bolívar’s most successful generals. Like most of his followers, Páez was uneducated 
and poor, but his physical strength, courage, and guile made him a natural guerrilla leader and 
helped him build a powerful political base. Páez described his authority in the following man-
ner: “[The soldiers] resolved to confer on me the supreme command and blindly to obey my will, 
confident . . . that I was the only one who could save them.”2 Able to count on the personal loy-
alty of his followers, Páez was seldom willing to accept the constitutional authority of a distant 
president.

Two Personalist Leaders: 
Jackson and Páez
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MAP 23.2  Dominion of Canada, 1873 Although independence was not yet achieved and settlement remained concentrated 
along the U.S. border, Canada had established effective political and economic control over its western territories by 1873.
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personalist leaders Politi-
cal leaders who rely on 
charisma and their ability 
to mobilize and direct the 
masses of citizens outside 
the authority of constitu-
tions and laws. Nineteenth-
 century examples include 
José Antonio Páez of Ven-
ezuela and Andrew Jack-
son of the United States. 
Twentieth-century examples 
include Getulio Vargas of 
Brazil and Juan Perón of 
Argentina.
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After defeating the Spanish, Bolívar pursued his dream of forging a union of former Span-
ish colonies modeled on the United States. But he underestimated the strength of nationalist 
sentiment unleashed by the independence wars. Páez and other Venezuelan leaders resisted the 
surrender of their hard-won power to Bolívar’s Gran Colombian government in distant Bogotá. 
When political opponents challenged Bolívar in 1829, Páez declared Venezuela’s independence. 
Merciless to his enemies and indulgent with his followers, Páez ruled the country as president 
or dictator for the next eighteen years. Despite implementing an economic program favorable to 
the elite, Páez remained popular with the masses. Even as his personal wealth grew, Páez took 
care to present himself as a common man.

Andrew Jackson (1767–1845) was the first U.S. president born in humble circumstances. A 
self-made man who eventually acquired substantial property and owned over a hundred slaves, 
Jackson was extremely popular among frontier residents, urban workers, and small farmers. 
Although he was notorious for his untidy personal life as well as for dueling, his courage, indi-
vidualism, and willingness to challenge authority helped him attain political success as judge, 
general, congressman, senator, and president.

During his military career, Jackson proved to be impatient with civilian authorities. Widely 
known because of his victories over the Creek and Seminole peoples, he was elevated to the pin-
nacle of American politics by his celebrated defeat of the British at the Battle of New Orleans in 
1815 and by his seizure of Florida from the Spanish in 1818. In 1824 he received a plurality of 
the popular votes for president but failed to win a majority of electoral votes. His followers were 
embittered when the House of Representatives chose John Quincy Adams as president.

Jackson’s followers viewed his landslide election victory in 1828 and reelection in 1832 
as the triumph of democracy over entrenched aristocracy. In office Jackson challenged con-
stitutional limits on his authority, increasing presidential power at the expense of Congress 
and the Supreme Court. Like Páez, Jackson was able to dominate national politics by blend-
ing a populist political style that celebrated the virtues and cultural enthusiasms of common 
people with support for policies that promoted the economic interests of powerful propertied 
groups.

Personalist leaders were common in both Latin America and the United States, but Latin 
America’s weaker constitutional tradition, more limited protection of property rights, lower lit-
eracy levels, and less-developed communications systems facilitated the ambitions of popular 
politicians. Latin America’s personalist leaders often ignored constitutional restraints on their 
authority, and election results seldom determined access to presidential power. As a result, by 
1900 every Latin American nation had experienced periods of dictatorship.

The Threat of Regionalism
After independence, national governments were generally weaker than the colonial govern-
ments they replaced. Debates over tariffs, tax and monetary policies, and, in many nations, slav-
ery and the slave trade led regional elites to attempt secession. Some of the hemisphere’s newly 
independent nations did not survive these struggles, while others lost territories to aggressive 
neighbors.

In Spanish America all postindependence efforts to forge large multistate federations failed. 
The Viceroyalty of New Spain included Central America and Mexico, but after independence 
this union failed when in 1823 local elites broke with Mexico to form the Republic of Central 
America. A new round of regional disputes and civil wars led to the creation of five separate 
nations during the 1820s and 1830s. In South America, Bolívar attempted to maintain the colo-
nial unity of Venezuela, Colombia, and Ecuador by creating Gran Colombia with its capital in 
Bogotá. But even before his death in 1830, Venezuela and Ecuador had become independent 
states. In the colonial era Argentina, Uruguay, Paraguay, and Bolivia were organized as a single 
viceroyalty with its capital in Buenos Aires. After the defeat of Spain the leaders in Paraguay, 
Uruguay, and Bolivia declared their independence from Argentina.

Regionalism threatened the United States as well. The defense of state and regional interests 
played an important role in the framing of the U.S. Constitution. Many important constitutional 
provisions represented compromises forged among competing state and regional leaders. Yet, 
despite these constitutional compromises, regional rivalries still threatened the nation.

Andrew Jackson First pres-
ident of the United States to 
be born in humble circum-
stances. He was popular 
among frontier residents, 
urban workers, and small 
farmers. He had a success-
ful political career as judge, 
general, congressman, 
senator, and president. After 
being denied the presidency 
in 1824 in a controversial 
election, he won in 1828 and 
was reelected in 1832.

José Antonio Páez Venezu-
elan soldier who led Simón 
Bolívar’s cavalry force. He 
became a successful general 
in the war and built a power-
ful political base. Unwilling 
to accept the constitutional 
authority of Bolívar’s gov-
ernment in distant Bogotá, 
he declared Venezuela’s 
independence from Gran 
Colombia in 1829.
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Slavery divided the nation into two separate and competitive societies. A rising tide of 
immigration to the northern states in the 1830s and 1840s began to move the center of political 
power away from the south. Southern leaders sought to protect slavery by expanding into new 
territories. They supported the Louisiana Purchase in 1803 (see Map 23.3), which transferred 
to the United States a vast French territory extending from the Gulf of Mexico to Canada, and 
the Mexican-American War in 1846. However, this territorial expansion forced a national debate 
about slavery that led to the election of Abraham Lincoln as president in 1860.

Lincoln was committed to checking the spread of slavery, and his election provoked the 
southern planter elite to choose the dangerous course of secession from the Union. The seced-
ing states formed a new government, the Confederate States of America, known as the Con-
federacy. Lincoln preserved the Union but at an enormous cost. The U.S. Civil War (1861–1865) 
was the most destructive conflict in the history of the Western Hemisphere. More than 600,000 
lives were lost before the Confederacy surrendered in 1865. The Union victory led to the aboli-
tion of slavery and also transferred national political power to a northern elite committed to 
industrial expansion and federal support for the construction of railroads and other internal 
improvements.
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MAP 23.3  Territorial Growth of the United States, 1783–1853 The rapid western expansion of the United States resulted 
from aggressive diplomacy and warfare against Mexico and Amerindian peoples. Railroad development helped integrate the 
trans-Mississippi west and promote economic expansion.
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The Confederate States of America was better prepared politically and economically for 
independence than were the successful secessionist movements that broke up Gran Colombia 
and other Spanish American federations. Nevertheless, the Confederacy failed, in part because 
of poor timing. The new nations of the Western Hemisphere were most vulnerable to secessionist 
movements in the early years of their existence; indeed, all the successful secessions occurred 
shortly after independence. In the case of the United States, an experienced national govern-
ment legitimated and strengthened by more than seven decades of relative stability and rein-
forced by dramatic economic and population growth defeated secession only with enormous 
effort.

Foreign Interventions and Regional Wars
Wars often determined national borders, access to natural resources, and control of markets in 
the Western Hemisphere. Even after the achievement of independence, Mexico and other West-
ern Hemisphere nations had to defend themselves against Europe’s great powers. Contested 
national borders and regional rivalries also led to wars between Western Hemisphere nations. 
By the end of the nineteenth century the United States, Brazil, Argentina, and Chile had all suc-
cessfully waged wars against their neighbors and established themselves as regional powers.

Within thirty years of independence, the United States fought a second war with England—
the War of 1812. The burning of the White House and Capitol by British troops in 1814 symbol-
ized the weakness of the new republic. By the end of the nineteenth century, however, the United 
States was the hemisphere’s greatest military power. Its war against Spain in 1898–1899 created 
an American empire that reached from the Philippines in the Pacific Ocean to Puerto Rico in the 
Caribbean Sea (see Chapter 27).

European powers also challenged the sovereignty of Latin American nations. Following 
independence Argentina faced British and French naval blockades, and British naval forces sys-
tematically violated Brazil’s territorial waters to stop the importation of slaves. Mexico faced the 
most serious threats to sovereignty, defeating a weak Spanish invasion in 1829, a French assault 
on the city of Veracruz in 1838, and a French invasion in 1862.

Mexico also faced a grave threat from the United States. In the 1820s Mexico had encouraged 
Americans to immigrate to its northern province of Texas. By the early 1830s Americans out-
numbered Mexican nationals in Texas and were aggressively challenging Mexican laws such as 
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of Mexico  This painting by 
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execution by firing squad of Maxi-
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the prohibition of slavery. An alliance of Mexican liberals and American settlers rebelled in 1835 
and gained its independence in 1836. In 1845 the United States made Texas a state, provoking 
war with Mexico a year later. The surrender of Mexico City in 1848 to American forces compelled 
Mexico to accept a harsh treaty that forced it to cede vast territories to the United States, includ-
ing present-day New Mexico, Arizona, and California. In return Mexico received $15 million. 
When gold was discovered in California in 1848, the magnitude of Mexico’s loss became clear.

With the very survival of the nation at stake, Mexico’s liberals took power and imposed 
sweeping reforms, including a new constitution in 1857 that limited the power of the Catholic 
Church and military. This provoked a civil war with conservatives (1858–1861). Benito Juárez 
(beh-NEE-toh WAH-rez) assumed the presidency and defeated the conservatives, who then 
turned to Napoleon III of France for assistance. In 1862, French forces invaded Mexico, forced 
Juárez to flee Mexico City, and installed the Austrian Habsburg Maximilian as emperor of Mex-
ico. After years of warfare, Juárez drove the French army out of Mexico in 1867, aided by U.S. 
diplomatic pressure. After capturing Maximilian, Juárez ordered his execution.

This victory over a powerful foreign enemy redeemed a nation earlier humiliated by the 
United States. But the creation of democracy proved more elusive than the protection of Mexi-
can sovereignty. Despite the Mexican constitution’s prohibition of presidential reelection, Juárez 
would serve as president until his death in 1872.

As was clear in the Mexican-American War, wars between Western Hemisphere nations 
could lead to dramatic territorial changes. Chile established itself as the leading military and 
economic power on the west coast of South America when it fought two successful wars against 
an alliance of Peru and Bolivia (1836–1839 and 1879–1883). The second contest, the War of the 
Pacific, forced Bolivia to cede its only outlet to the sea and Peru to yield rich mining districts.

Argentina and Brazil fought for control of Uruguay in the 1820s, but a military stalemate 
eventually forced them to recognize Uruguayan independence. Then, in 1865, Argentina and 
Uruguay joined Brazil to wage war against Paraguay (War of the Triple Alliance). After five years 
of warfare, the Paraguayan dictator Francisco Solano López (fran-CEES-co so-LAN-oh LOH-
pehz) and more than 20 percent of the nation’s population had died. Paraguay then experienced 
military occupation, loss of territory, and economic penalties.

Native Peoples and the Nation-State
Both diplomacy and war shaped relations between the Western Hemisphere’s new nation-states 
and indigenous peoples. During late colonial times, Spanish, Portuguese, and British colonial 
governments attempted to restrict the expansion of settlements into territories occupied by 
Amerindians. With independence, the colonial powers’ role as mediator and protector ended.

Still-independent Amerindian peoples posed a significant military challenge to many West-
ern Hemisphere republics. Weakened by civil wars and constitutional crises, new nations were 
less able to maintain frontier peace than the colonial governments they replaced. After inde-
pendence Amerindian peoples in Argentina, the United States, Chile, and Mexico succeeded in 
pushing back frontier settlements. Despite early victories, native military resistance was over-
come by 1890.

After the American Revolution, tens of thousands of settlers entered territories previously 
guaranteed to Amerindians by treaties with Britain. Indigenous leaders responded by forging 
military alliances with British officials in Canada and with other native peoples. In the Ohio 
River Valley two Shawnee brothers, Tecumseh (teh-CUM-sah) and Prophet (Tenskwatawa), 
created a broad, well-organized alliance among Amerindian peoples that gained British sup-
port. During the War of 1812, American military forces defeated the alliance. Tecumseh died in 
battle fighting alongside his British allies.

Throughout the 1820s native peoples lost lands to settlers across the Midwest and Southeast. 
The 1828 presidential election of Andrew Jackson, a veteran of earlier wars against native peo-
ples, brought matters to a head. The Indian Removal Act of 1830 forced the resettlement of Cher-
okee, Creek, Choctaw, and other eastern peoples to land west of the Mississippi River. Nearly 
half these forced migrants died on this journey, known as the Trail of Tears.

The native peoples of the Great Plains offered formidable resistance to the expansion of 
white settlement. By the time substantial numbers of white buffalo hunters, cattlemen, and 

Wars Among 
American Nations

The United States 
and Native Peoples

Tecumseh Shawnee leader 
who attempted to organize 
an Amerindian confederacy 
to prevent the loss of addi-
tional territory to American 
settlers. He became an ally 
of the British in War of 1812 
and died in battle.

Benito Juárez President of 
Mexico (1858–1872). Born in 
poverty in Mexico, he was 
educated as a lawyer and 
rose to become chief justice 
of the Mexican supreme 
court and then president. He 
led Mexico’s resistance to a 
French invasion in 1862 and 
the installation of Maximilian 
as emperor.
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settlers reached the American west, indigenous peoples were skilled in the use of horses and 
firearms. These technologies allowed the Sioux, Comanche, Pawnee, Kiowa, and other plains 
peoples to hunt more efficiently and develop potent military capacities.

After the Civil War a new wave of settlers pushed onto the plains. Buffalo herds were hunted 
to near extinction and native lands lost to farmers and ranchers. Amerindian resistance led to 
four decades of armed conflict with the United States Army. The U.S. government forced the 
Comanche, who had long dominated the southern plains, to cede their traditional lands in 
Texas in 1865. The Sioux and their allies held out longer, overwhelming General George Arm-
strong Custer and the Seventh Cavalry in the Battle of Little Bighorn in 1876, but they were also 
soon forced to accept reservation life. Military campaigns in the 1870s and 1880s then broke the 
resistance of the Apache.

The indigenous peoples of Argentina and Chile experienced a similar trajectory of adapta-
tion, resistance, and defeat. Herds of wild cattle provided these peoples with a limitless food 
supply, and their mastery of the horse increased their military capacities. For a while the natives 
of Argentina and Chile were able to check the southern expansion of agriculture and ranching. 
Unable to defeat these resourceful enemies, the governments of Argentina and Chile relied on 
an elaborate system of gift giving and prisoner exchanges to maintain peace on the frontier.

By the 1860s, however, population increase, political stability, and military modernization 
allowed Argentina and Chile to take the offensive. In the 1870s the government of Argentina 
used a large military force armed with modern weapons to crush native resistance on the pam-
pas. In the 1850s, civil war and an economic depression weakened the Chilean government, and 
the Mapuches (mah-POO-chez) (also called “Araucanians”) pushed back frontier settlements, 
but by the 1870s Chilean forces had overwhelmed Amerindian resistance.

In Chile, Argentina, and the United States, national governments justified military cam-
paigns by demonizing native peoples. Newspaper editorials and the speeches of politicians 

Defeat of the 
Amerindians of 

Argentina and Chile

Navajo Leaders Gathered in Washington to Negotiate  As settlers pushed west in the nineteenth century, Amerindian peoples 
were forced to negotiate territorial concessions with the U.S. government. This photo shows Navajo leaders and their Anglo 
translators in Washington, D.C., in 1874.
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 portrayed Amerindians as brutal and cruel, and as obstacles to progress. In April 1859 a Chilean 
newspaper commented:

The necessity, not only to punish the Araucanian [Mapuche] race, but also to make it impo-
tent to harm us, is well recognized . . . as the only way to rid the country of a million evils. 
It is well understood that they are odious and prejudicial guests in Chile . . . conciliatory 
measures have accomplished nothing with this stupid race—the infamy and disgrace of the 
Chilean nation.3

Political divisions and civil wars within the new nations also provided opportunities for 
some long-pacified native peoples to rebel. In the Yucatán region of Mexico, large landowners 
forced many Maya (MY-ah) communities from traditional agricultural lands, reducing thou-

sands to peonage. Weakened by internal 
rebellions and by the American invasion, the 
Mexican government faced a mass rebellion 
by the Maya in 1847. This well-organized and 
popular uprising, known as the Caste War, 
nearly returned the Yucatán to native con-
trol. Grievances accumulated over more than 
three hundred years led to great violence and 
property destruction. The end of the war with 
the United States allowed the government of 
Mexico to regain control of major towns. Even 
then, some Maya rebels retreated to unoccu-
pied territories and created an independent 
state, which they called the “Empire of the 
Cross.” Organized around a mix of traditional 
beliefs and Christian symbols, this indige-
nous state resisted Mexican forces until 1870. 
A few Maya strongholds survived until 1901.

Caste War A rebellion of 
the Maya people against 
the government of Mexico 
in 1847 that nearly returned 
the Yucatán to Maya rule. 
Some Maya rebels retreated 
to unoccupied territories, 
where they held out until 
1901.

THE CHALLENGE OF SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC CHANGE
During the nineteenth century the newly independent nations of the Western Hemisphere strug-
gled to realize the Enlightenment ideals of freedom and individual liberty that had helped ignite 
the revolutions for independence. The persistence of slavery and other oppressive  colonial-era 
institutions slowed this process. Nevertheless, by century’s end reform movements had ended 
the slave trade, abolished slavery, expanded voting rights, and assimilated immigrants from 
Asia and Europe.

Industrialization and integration in the world economy sometimes challenged political sta-
bility and social arrangements. While a small number of Western Hemisphere nations embraced 
industrialization, most were dependent on the export of agricultural and mining production. 
By the end of the century it was clear that the industrializing nations had grown richer than 
the nations that remained exporters of raw materials. All the region’s economies, regardless of 
development path, had become more vulnerable and volatile as a result of greater dependence 
on foreign markets. Like contemporary movements for social reform, efforts to assert economic 
sovereignty produced powerful new political forces.

The Abolition of Slavery
Leaders of the independence movements of the United States and Latin America asserted ideals 
of universal freedom and citizenship that contrasted sharply with the reality of slavery. Those 

SECTION REVIEW

 ● The new states of the Western Hemisphere, including the United 
States, found it difficult to establish constitutional governments.

 ● Charismatic military leaders with large followings, like Andrew 
Jackson and José Antonio Páez, often took power and challenged 
constitutional limits on presidential power.

 ● Secessionist movements and civil wars threatened the survival of 
many Latin American nations and the United States.

 ● Wars with foreign powers and neighboring states endangered the 
independence and national borders of many Western Hemisphere 
nations.

 ● Native peoples throughout the hemisphere tried to defend their ter-
ritories, but by the end of the nineteenth century, national govern-
ments had overcome native resistance.
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who sought to end the institution were called abolitionists. Despite their efforts, slavery sur-
vived in most of the hemisphere until the 1850s. It proved most difficult to achieve the abolition 
of slavery in regions where the export of plantation products was most important—such as the 
United States, Brazil, and Cuba.

Slavery in the United States was weakened first by the abolition of slavery in some north-
ern states and by the end of the African slave trade in 1808. But the profitable expansion of cot-
ton agriculture after the War of 1812 stalled progress. In Spanish America tens of thousands of 
slaves gained freedom by joining revolutionary armies during the wars for independence. After 
independence, most Spanish American republics prohibited the slave trade, but growing inter-
national demand for sugar and coffee slowed the achievement of abolition. As prices rose for 
plantation products, Brazil and Cuba increased their imports of slaves.

During the long struggle to end slavery in the United States, American abolitionists argued 
that slavery offended Christian morality and the universal rights asserted in the Declaration 
of Independence. Abolitionist Theodore Weld articulated the religious objection to slavery in 
1834:

No condition of birth, no shade of color, no mere misfortune of circumstance, can annul the 
birth-right charter, which God has bequeathed to every being upon whom he has stamped 
his own image, by making him a free moral agent [emphasis in original], and that he who 
robs his fellow man of this tramples upon right, subverts justice, outrages humanity . . . and 
sacrilegiously assumes the prerogative of God.4

Two groups denied full rights under the Constitution, women and free African Americans, 
played important roles in the abolition of slavery. Women were among the leaders of the Ameri-
can Anti-Slavery Society and produced effective propaganda against slavery. Eventually, thou-
sands of women joined the abolitionist cause. Social conservatives attacked their highly visible 
public role, leading many women to become public advocates of female suffrage as well. Freder-
ick Douglass, a former slave, was one of the most visible and effective leaders of the abolitionist 
movement. Some black leaders, believing that peaceful means would fail, pushed the abolition-
ist movement to accept the inevitability of violence. In 1843 Henry Highland Garnet stirred the 
National Colored Convention when he demanded, “Brethren, arise, arise, arise! . . . Let every 
slave in the land do this and the days of slavery are numbered.”5

In the 1850s the electoral strength of the newly formed Republican Party forced a confronta-
tion between slave and free states. Following the election of Abraham Lincoln in 1860, eleven 
southern states seceded from the Union. During the Civil War pressure for emancipation rose 
as tens of thousands of black freemen and escaped slaves joined the Union army. In 1863, in 
the midst of the Civil War and two years after the abolition of serfdom in Russia (see Chapter 
25), Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation, ending slavery in rebel states not occupied 
by the Union army. In 1865 the Thirteenth Amendment to the Constitution abolished slavery 
completely, but most African Americans continued to live in harsh conditions. By the end of the 
century southern states had instituted “Jim Crow” laws that segregated blacks in public trans-
portation, jobs, and schools. The implementation of these laws coincided with increased racial 
violence that saw an average of fifty African Americans lynched each year.

In Brazil slavery survived for more than two decades after abolition in the United States. 
Britain, Brazil’s major trading partner, pressed for an end to the slave trade. Despite an 1830 
agreement to end the trade, Brazil imported another half-million African slaves before the Brit-
ish navy forced compliance in the 1850s. The Brazilian emperor, Pedro II, and many liberals 
worked to abolish slavery, but their effort to find a form of gradual emancipation acceptable to 
slave owners failed.

During Brazil’s war with Paraguay (1865–1870), large numbers of slaves joined the Brazil-
ian army in exchange for freedom. Their patriotism and heroism convinced many Brazilians 
of the injustice of slavery. Educated Brazilians had also come to view slavery as an obstacle to 
economic development and an impediment to democratic reform. When political support for 
slavery weakened in the 1880s, growing numbers of slaves fled their masters and army officers 
resisted demands to capture and return the runaways. Brazil finally abolished slavery in 1888. A 
year later a rebellion ended the Brazilian monarchy.

Abolition in 
the United States

Abolition in Brazil

abolitionists Men and 
women who agitated for a 
complete end to slavery. 
Abolitionist pressure ended 
the British transatlantic 
slave trade in 1808 and 
slavery in British colonies 
in 1834. In the United States 
the activities of abolitionists 
were one factor leading to 
the Civil War (1861–1865).

AP* Exam Tip  
Changes in social struc-
ture, such as the abolition 
of slavery, are important 
concepts to understand.
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A Former Brazilian Slave Returns from Military Service  The 
heroic actions of black freemen and slaves in the Paraguayan 
War (1865–1870) led many Brazilians to condemn slavery. The 
original caption for this drawing reads: “On his return from the 
war in Paraguay: Full of glory, covered with laurels, after having 
spilled his blood in defense of the fatherland and to free a peo-
ple from slavery, the volunteer sees his own mother bound and 
whipped! Awful reality!”
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The Caribbean region received almost 40 percent of all Afri-
can slaves shipped to the New World. Throughout the region, 
tiny white minorities lived surrounded by slave and free colored 
majorities. In the eighteenth century the slave rebellion in Saint 
Domingue (see Chapter 21) spread terror among slave owners 
across the Caribbean, convincing slave owners that any effort to 
overthrow colonial rule would unleash new insurrection. As a 
result, there was little local support for abolition in the Carib-
bean. In these colonies abolition would result from decisions 
made in Europe by imperial governments.

In the Caribbean, as in Brazil and other plantation econo-
mies, slaves helped to force abolition by rebelling, running away, and resisting in more subtle 
ways. Although slave rebellions in Jamaica and Cuba and other Caribbean colonies failed to imi-
tate the success of the Haitian Revolution (1791–1804), they made clear that slaves would never 
accept their condition.

After 1800, when the profitability of sugar plantations in the British West Indian colonies 
declined, a coalition of British labor unions, Protestant ministers, and free traders pushed for 
the abolition of slavery. Britain, the major participant in the eighteenth-century expansion of 
slavery in the Americas, ended its participation in the slave trade in 1807. It then negotiated trea-
ties with Spain, Brazil, and other importers of slaves to eliminate the slave trade and used its 
naval forces to force compliance.

Abolition in British colonies occurred in 1834, but “freed” slaves were compelled to remain 
with former masters as “apprentices.” Abuses by planters and resistance to apprenticeship by 
former slaves led to complete abolition in 1838. A decade later, France abolished slavery in its 
Caribbean colonies. Abolition of slavery in the Dutch Empire in 1863 freed 33,000 slaves in Suri-
nam and 12,000 in the Antilles.

In the Caribbean, slavery lasted longest in Spain’s remaining colonies of Cuba and Puerto 
Rico. Britain used diplomatic pressure and naval force to undermine the slave trade after 1820, 
but local support for abolition appeared as well. Both Cuba and Puerto Rico had larger white and 
free colored populations than did the Caribbean colonies of Britain and France, and there was 
little fear that abolition would lead to the political ascendancy of former slaves. In Puerto Rico, 
where slaves numbered approximately 30,000, local reformers secured the abolition of slavery in 
1873. In Cuba, where slavery was much more important, forces supporting independence pro-
pelled the Spanish colonial government toward abolition. Beginning in the 1870s, Spain passed 
a series of laws promoting gradual abolition but requiring long periods of service to former mas-
ters. Spain finally abolished slavery in 1886.

Immigration
During the colonial period free Europeans were a minority among immigrants to the Western 
Hemisphere. From 1500 to 1760 African slaves entering the Western Hemisphere outnumbered 
European immigrants by nearly two to one. Another 4 million African slaves were imported 
before the end of the slave trade in the 1850s. After the African slave trade came to an end, 
millions of Europeans and Asians arrived in the Western Hemisphere as immigrants. These 

Abolition in the Caribbean

      Copyright 2011 Cengage Learning. All Rights Reserved. May not be copied, scanned, or duplicated, in whole or in part. Due to electronic rights, some third party content may be suppressed from the eBook and/or eChapter(s). 
Editorial review has deemed that any suppressed content does not materially affect the overall learning experience. Cengage Learning reserves the right to remove additional content at any time if subsequent rights restrictions require it.



The Challenge of Social and Economic Change  673

 nineteenth-century immigrants helped foster the rapid economic growth and territorial occu-
pation of frontier regions in the United States, Canada, Argentina, Chile, and Brazil. By century’s 
end nearly all of the hemisphere’s fastest-growing cities (Buenos Aires, Chicago, New York, and 
São Paulo, for example) had large immigrant populations. In general, European immigrants 
avoided regions that had depended on slavery with their tradition of repression and low wages. 
Tens of thousands of immigrants from China and India arrived with indenture contracts that 
directed them to plantation zones in the Caribbean.

Europe provided the majority of immigrants to the Western Hemisphere in the nineteenth 
century. Initially, most came from western Europe, but after 1870 most immigrants were south-
ern or eastern Europeans. The United States received approximately 600,000 European immi-
grants in the 1830s, 1.5 million in the 1840s, and then 2.5 million per decade until 1880. In the 
1890s an astonishing total of 5.2 million immigrants arrived. Immigration helped push national 
population from 39 million in 1871 to 63 million in 1891. Most of the immigrants settled in cities. 
Chicago, for example, grew from 444,000 in 1870 to 1.7 million in 1900.

European immigration to Latin America also increased dramatically. Combined immigra-
tion to Argentina and Brazil rose from under 130,000 in the 1860s to 1.7 million in the 1890s. By 
1910, 30 percent of the Argentine population was foreign-born, more than twice the proportion 
in the U.S. population. Argentina was an extremely attractive destination for European immi-
grants, receiving more than twice as many immigrants as Canada between 1870 and 1930. Even 
so, immigration to Canada increased tenfold during this period.

Asian immigration to the Western Hemisphere also increased after 1850. Between 1849 and 
1875, approximately 100,000 Chinese immigrants arrived in Peru and another 120,000 entered 
Cuba. Canada attracted about 50,000 Chinese immigrants in the second half of the century, 
and the United States received 300,000 immigrants between 1854 and 1882. India also contrib-
uted to the social transformation of the Western Hemisphere, sending more than a half-million 
immigrants to the Caribbean region. British Guiana alone received 238,000 immigrants, mostly 
indentured laborers, from the Asian subcontinent.

Despite the obvious economic benefits that accompanied this inflow of people, hostil-
ity to immigration mounted in many nations. Nativist political movements argued that it was 
impossible to integrate large numbers of foreigners into national political cultures. By the end 
of the century, fear and prejudice led many governments in the Western Hemisphere to limit 

European Immigration

Asian Immigration

Anti-Immigrant 
Movements

Chinese Funeral in Vancouver, 
Canada  In the 1890s Vancou-
ver was an important destination 
for Chinese immigrants. This 
photo shows how an important 
element of traditional Chinese 
culture thrived among the store-
fronts and streetcar lines of the 
late-Victorian Canadian city.
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 immigration or to distinguish between “desirable” and “undesirable” immigrants, commonly 
favoring Europeans over Asians.

Asians faced more obstacles than did Europeans and were more often victims of violence 
and discrimination. In the 1870s and 1880s anti-Chinese riots erupted in many western cities in 
the United States. Congress responded to this wave of racism by passing the Chinese Exclusion 
Act in 1882, which eliminated most Chinese immigration. In 1886 popular fears that “inferior 
races” threatened Canada led that government to impose a head tax, making immigration more 
difficult for Chinese families. During this same period strong anti-Chinese prejudice surfaced 
in Peru, Mexico, and Cuba. Japanese immigrants in Brazil and East Indians in the English-
speaking Caribbean faced similar prejudice.

European immigrants faced prejudice and discrimination as well. Popular opinion por-
trayed Italians as criminals or anarchists. In Argentina and the United States, some social sci-
entists argued that Italian immigrants were more violent and less honest than the native-born 
population. Immigrants from Spain were widely stereotyped in Argentina as miserly and dis-
honest. Eastern European Jews seeking to escape pogroms and discrimination at home found 
themselves barred from many educational institutions and professional careers in both the 
United States and Latin America. Irish, German, Swedish, Polish, and Middle Eastern immi-
grants received negative stereotypes as well. The justifications for these prejudices were remark-
ably similar from Canada to Argentina. Immigrants, critics claimed, threatened the well-being 
of native-born workers by accepting low wages and threatened national culture by resisting 
assimilation.

Many intellectuals and political leaders wondered if the evolving mix of culturally diverse 
populations could sustain a common citizenship. This concern led to efforts to compel immi-
grants to assimilate. Schools became cultural battlegrounds where language, cultural values, 
and patriotic attitudes were transmitted to the children of immigrants. Ignoring Canada’s large 
French-speaking population, an English-speaking Canadian reformer commented on recent 
immigration: “If Canada is to become in a real sense a nation, if our people are to become one 
people, we must have one language.”6 These fears and prejudices promoted the singing of patri-
otic songs, the veneration of national flags and other symbols, and the writing of national histo-
ries that emphasized patriotism and civic virtue.

Arrest of Labor Activist in Buenos 
Aires  The labor movement in 
Buenos Aires grew in numbers 
and became more radical with 
the arrival of tens of thousands of 
Italian and Spanish immigrants. 
Fearful of socialist and anarchist 
unions, the government of Argen-
tina used an expanded police force 
to break strikes. Ar
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AP* Exam Tip  Be able 
to discuss the causes and 
the effects of demographic 
changes in various regions.

      Copyright 2011 Cengage Learning. All Rights Reserved. May not be copied, scanned, or duplicated, in whole or in part. Due to electronic rights, some third party content may be suppressed from the eBook and/or eChapter(s). 
Editorial review has deemed that any suppressed content does not materially affect the overall learning experience. Cengage Learning reserves the right to remove additional content at any time if subsequent rights restrictions require it.



The Challenge of Social and Economic Change  675

American Cultures
Despite discrimination, immigrants continued to stream into the Western Hemisphere, where 
they introduced new languages, living arrangements, technologies, and customs. Immigrants 
also altered politics in many of the hemisphere’s nations as they sought to influence government 
policies and gain access to power. To compensate for their isolation from home, language, and 
culture, most immigrant groups created ethnically based mutual aid societies, sports and leisure 
clubs, and neighborhoods. These organizations provided valuable social and economic support 
for recent arrivals while sometimes worsening the fears of the native-born that immigration 
posed a threat to national culture. At the same time, shared experiences in their adopted nations 
as workers, neighbors, or soldiers changed immigrants individually and collectively as well. The 
modification of language, customs, values, and behaviors as a result of contact with people from 
another culture is called acculturation.

Immigrants and their children, in turn, made their mark on the cultures of their adopted 
nations. They learned the language spoken in their adopted countries as fast as possible in order 
to improve their earning capacity, while words and phrases from their languages entered the 
vocabularies of the host nations. Languages as diverse as Yiddish and Italian strongly influenced 
American English, Argentine Spanish, and Brazilian Portuguese. Dietary practices introduced 
from Europe and Asia altered the cuisine of nearly every American nation. In popular music, 
the Argentine tango, based on African rhythms, was transformed by new instrumentation and 
orchestral arrangements brought by Italian immigrants. Mexican ballads blended with English 
folk music in the U.S. Southwest, and Italian operas played to packed houses in Buenos Aires.

Union movements and electoral politics in the hemisphere also felt the influence of new 
arrivals who aggressively sought to influence politics and improve working conditions. The 
anarchist and socialist beliefs of European immigrants influenced the labor movements of Mex-
ico, Argentina, and the United States. Immigrants also helped form new political movements. 
Their mutual benevolent societies and less-formal ethnic associations pooled resources to help 
immigrants open businesses, aid the immigration of relatives, or bury family members.

Women’s Rights and the Struggle for Social Justice
In 1848 a group of women angered by their exclusion from an international antislavery meet-
ing issued a call for a conference to discuss women’s rights. The resulting Women’s Rights 
 Convention at Seneca Falls, New York, issued a statement that said, in part, “We hold these 
truths to be self-evident: that all men and women are equal.” While moderates focused on the 
issues of economic independence and legal rights, increasing numbers of women demanded the 
right to vote. Others lobbied to provide better conditions for women working outside the home, 
especially in textile factories. Sarah Grimké responded to criticism of women’s activism:

This has been the language of man since he laid aside the whip as a means to keep woman 
in subjection. He spares her body, but the war he has waged against her mind, her heart, 
and her soul, has been no less destructive to her as a moral being. How monstrous is the 
doctrine that woman is to be dependent on man! 7

Progress toward equality between men and women was equally slow in Canada and in Latin 
America. Canada’s first women doctors received their training in the United States because 
women could not receive medical degrees until 1895. Argentina and Uruguay were among the 
first Latin American nations to provide public education for women, introducing coeducation in 
the 1870s. Chilean women gained access to some careers in medicine and law in the 1870s, while 
in Brazil the first women graduated in medicine in 1882. In Argentina the first woman doctor 
graduated from medical school in 1899.

Throughout the hemisphere more rapid progress occurred in lower-status careers that 
threatened male economic power less directly, and, by the end of the century, women dominated 
elementary school teaching. From Canada to Argentina and Chile, the majority of  working-class 
women, although having no direct involvement in reform movements, succeeded in transform-
ing gender relations in their daily lives. By the end of the nineteenth century, large numbers 
of poor women worked outside the home on farms, in markets, and, increasingly, in factories. 

The Immigrant Legacy

Access to Education 
and the Professions

acculturation The adoption 
of the language, customs, 
values, and behaviors of host 
nations by immigrants.

Women’s Rights Conven-
tion An 1848 gathering of 
women angered by their 
exclusion from an interna-
tional antislavery meeting. 
They met at Seneca Falls, 
New York, to discuss wom-
en’s rights.
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Many bore full responsibility for providing for their children. Whether men thought women 
should remain in the home or not, by the end of the century women were unambiguously pres-
ent in the economy (see also Chapter 26).

There was little progress toward eliminating racial discrimination in the nineteenth cen-
tury. Blacks were denied the vote throughout the southern United States and were subjected to 
the indignity of segregation—consigned to separate schools, hotels, restaurants, seats in pub-
lic transportation, and even water fountains. Racial discrimination against men and women of 
African descent was also common in Latin America. Unlike the southern states of the United 
States, however, Latin American nations did not insist on formal racial segregation or permit 
lynching. Nor did they enforce a strict color line. Many men and women of mixed background 
were able to enter the skilled working class or middle class. Latin Americans tended to view 
racial identity across a continuum of physical characteristics rather than in the narrow terms of 
black and white that defined race relations in the United States.

The abolition of slavery in Latin America did not end discrimination. Some leaders of the 
abolition struggles later organized to promote racial integration. They demanded access to 
education, the right to vote, and greater economic opportunity, pointing out the economic and 
political costs of denying full rights to all citizens. Their success depended on effective politi-
cal organization and on forging alliances with sympathetic white politicians. Black intellectuals 
also struggled to overturn racist stereotypes. In Brazil, Argentina, and Cuba, as in the United 
States, political and literary magazines celebrating black cultural achievement became pow-
erful weapons in the struggle against racial discrimination. While men and women of African 
descent continued to experience prejudice and discrimination everywhere in the Americas, 
successful men and women of mixed descent in Latin America confronted fewer obstacles to 
advancement than did similar groups in the United States.

Development and Underdevelopment
While the Atlantic economy experienced three periods of severe economic contraction during 
the nineteenth century, nearly all the nations of the Western Hemisphere were richer in 1900 
than in 1800. The Industrial Revolution, worldwide population growth, and an increasingly 
integrated world market stimulated economic expansion (see Environment and Technology: 
Constructing the Port of Buenos Aires, Argentina). Wheat, corn, wool, meats, and nonprecious 
minerals joined the region’s earlier exports of silver, sugar, dyes, coffee, and cotton. The United 
States was the only Western Hemisphere nation to industrialize, but nearly every government 
promoted new industries and technologies. Governments invested in roads, railroads, canals, 
and telegraph systems to better serve distant markets, while adopting tariff and monetary poli-
cies to foster economic diversification and growth. Despite these efforts, by 1900 only three 
Western Hemisphere nations—the United States, Canada, and Argentina—achieved individual 
income levels similar to those of western Europe. All three nations had open land, temperate 
climates, diverse resources, and large inflows of immigrants.

New demands for copper, zinc, lead, coal, and tin unleashed by the Industrial Revolution led 
to mining booms in the western United States, Mexico, and Chile. The mining companies of the 
late nineteenth century were heavily capitalized international corporations that could bully gov-
ernments and buy political favors. European and North American corporations owned nearly 
all the largest mining enterprises in Latin America. Petroleum development, which occurred at 
the end of the century in Mexico and elsewhere, followed this pattern as well (see the discussion 
of the Mexican economy during the Díaz dictatorship in Chapter 30).

New technology accelerated economic integration, but the high cost of this technology often 
increased dependence on foreign capital. Many governments promoted railroads by granting 
tax benefits, free land, and monopoly rights to both domestic and foreign investors. As a result, 
by 1890 vast areas of the Great Plains in the United States, the Canadian prairie, the Argentine 
pampas, and parts of northern Mexico were producing grain and livestock for foreign markets 
opened by the development of railroads. Steamships also lowered the cost of transportation to 

The Search for 
Racial Justice

The Role of Technology

AP* Exam Tip  Be pre-
pared to discuss the impact 
of new technology on the 
development of nations.
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distant markets, and the telegraph stimulated expansion by speeding information about the 
demand for and availability of products.

The simultaneous acquisition of several new technologies could have a dramatic effect. In 
Argentina the railroad, the telegraph, barbed wire, and refrigeration all appeared in the 1870s 
and 1880s. Although Argentina had had abundant livestock herds since the colonial period, 

ENVIRONMENT + TECHNOLOGY

Constructing the Port of Buenos Aires, Argentina
Located on the banks of the Río de la Plata, Buenos Aires had 
been a major commercial center and port since the late eigh-
teenth century. But Buenos Aires was not a natural harbor. 
Because of the shallowness of the river, the largest oceangoing 
ships were forced to anchor hundreds of yards offshore while 
goods and passengers were unloaded by small boats or by spe-
cially built ox carts with huge wheels. Smaller vessels docked 
at a river port to the city’s south.

By the 1880s the Argentine economy was transformed by 
the growing demands of European consumers for meat and 
grain. As exports surged and land values exploded, the wages 
of Argentines rose, and the nation became a favored destina-
tion for European immigrants. Argentina was becoming the 
wealthiest nation in Latin America.

The nation’s political and economic elites 
decided that future growth required the mod-
ernization and expansion of port facilities. They 
debated two competing plans. The first empha-
sized the incremental expansion and dredging of 
the river port and was supported by local engineers 
and political groups suspicious of foreign eco-
nomic interests. The second, and ultimately suc-
cessful, plan involved dredging a port and deep-
water channel from the low mud flats near the city 
center. Argentine economic interests closely tied 
to the European export trade and national politi-
cal leaders who believed progress and prosperity 
required the imitation of European models sup-
ported this more expensive plan, which relied on 
British engineering firms, British banks, and Brit-
ish technology. The British were also Argentina’s 
primary creditors, as well as developers of the 
nation’s railroads, streetcar lines, and gas works.

The photograph shows the construction of 
Puerto Madero, the new port of Buenos Aires, 
in the 1890s. Recent immigrants provided most 
of the labor, and British experts dominated the 
engineering staff. The local elite found their prof-
its in real estate deals and commissions associ-
ated with construction. Puerto Madero opened in 
stages beginning in 1890. However, cost overruns 
and corruption stretched out completion to 1898. 
By 1910 arrivals and departures reached thirty 

thousand ships and 18 million tons, but design problems 
forced “improvements” into the 1920s.

Why had the government of Argentina chosen the costli-
est and most difficult design? Argentine politicians sought to 
demonstrate their nation’s modernity and so chose the most 
complex and technologically sophisticated solution to the port 
problem. They also believed that British engineering and Brit-
ish capital were guarantees of modernity. While the new port 
facilities facilitated a boom in exports and imports and the 
huge public works budget did provide incomes for thousands 
of laborers, debts, design flaws, and the increased influence of 
foreign capital in Argentina left a legacy of problems. (See the 
discussion of Juan Perón in Chapter 30.)

Excavation of Port of Buenos Aires, Argentina  Relying on foreign capital 
and engineering, the government of Argentina improved the port to facili-
tate the nation’s rapidly expanding export economy.
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the distance from Europe’s markets prevented Argentine cattle raisers from exporting fresh 
meat or live animals. Technology overcame these obstacles. The combination of railroads 
and the telegraph lowered freight costs and improved information about markets. Steamships 
shortened trans-Atlantic crossings, and refrigerated ships made it possible to sell meat in dis-
tant markets. As land values rose and livestock breeding improved, ranchers protected new 
investments with barbed wire, the first inexpensive fencing available on the nearly treeless 
plains.

Growing interdependence and increased competition produced deep structural differences 
among Western Hemisphere economies by 1900. Two distinct economic tracks became visible. 
One led to industrialization and prosperity: development. The other continued colonial depen-
dence on exporting raw materials and on low-wage industries: underdevelopment. By 1900 
prosperity was greater and economic development more diversified in English-speaking North 
America than in the nations of Latin America. With a temperate climate, vast fertile prairies, and 
an influx of European immigrants, Argentina was the only Latin American nation to approach 
the prosperity of the United States and Canada.

Changes in the performance of international markets helped determine the trajectory of 
Western Hemisphere economies as new nations promoted economic development. When the 
United States gained independence, the world economy enjoyed rapid growth. With a large 
merchant fleet, a diversified economy that included some manufacturing, and adequate bank-
ing and insurance services, the United States benefited from this expansion. Rapid population 
growth due in large measure to immigration, high levels of individual wealth, widespread land-
ownership, and relatively high literacy rates also fostered rapid economic development. In 1865 
the United States had the world’s largest railroad network, but by 1915, it had multiplied eleven-
fold (see Map 23.4). Steel production grew rapidly as well, with the United States overtaking Brit-
ain and Germany in the 1890s.

Canada’s achievement of greater political autonomy, the Confederation of 1867, coincided 
with a second period of global economic expansion. Canada also benefited from a special trad-
ing relationship with Britain, the world’s preeminent industrial nation, and from a rising tide 

Rich and Poor Nations

development In the nine-
teenth and twentieth centu-
ries, the economic process 
that led to industrialization, 
urbanization, the rise of a 
large and prosperous middle 
class, and heavy investment 
in education.

underdevelopment The con-
dition experienced by econo-
mies that depend on colonial 
forms of production such as 
the export of raw materials 
and plantation crops with 
low wages and low invest-
ment in education.

New Technologies Change the 
Mining Industry  Powerful 
hydraulic technologies were 
introduced in western mining 
sites in the United States. This 
early photo shows how high-
power water jets could trans-
form the natural environment.
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of immigrants after 1850. Nevertheless, some regions within each of these prosperous North 
American nations—Canada’s Maritime Provinces and the southern part of the United States—
demonstrated the same patterns of underdevelopment found in Latin America.

Most Latin American nations gained independence in the 1820s when the global economy 
contracted. In the colonial period, Spain and Portugal had promoted the production of agricul-
tural and mining exports in their colonies. After independence these exports faced increased 
competition. Although these sectors experienced periods of great prosperity in the nineteenth 
century, they also faced stiff competition and falling prices as new regions began production or 
competing products captured markets.

The history of the Latin American economies, subject to periodic problems of oversupply 
and low prices, was one of boom and bust. Many Latin American governments sought to pro-
mote exports in the face of increased competition and falling prices by resisting union activity 
and demands for higher wages and by opening domestic markets to foreign manufactures. The 
resulting low wages and an abundance of foreign manufactured goods, in turn, undermined 
efforts to promote industrialization in Latin America.

Weak governments, political instability, and, in some cases, civil war also slowed Latin 
American economic development. Because Latin America was also dependent on importing 
foreign capital and technology, Great Britain and, by the end of the century, the United States 

MAP 23.4  The Expansion of the United States, 1850–1920 The settlement of western territories and their admission as 
states depended on migration, the exploitation of natural resources, and important new technologies like railroads and tele-
graphs that facilitated economic and political integration.
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often imposed unfavorable trade conditions or even intervened militarily to protect their invest-
ments. The combined impact of these domestic and international impediments to develop-
ment became clear when Mexico, Chile, and Argentina failed to achieve high levels of domestic 
investment in manufacturing late in the nineteenth century, despite a rapid accumulation of 
wealth derived from traditional exports.

Altered Environments
Population growth, economic expansion, new technologies, and the introduction of foreign 
plants and animals had dramatically altered American environments. Cuba’s planters cut 
down the island’s forests in the early nineteenth century to expand sugar production. Grow-
ing demand for meat led ranchers to expand livestock-raising into fragile environments in 
Argentina, Uruguay, southern Brazil, and the southwestern United States. Other forms of com-
mercial agriculture also threatened the environment. Farmers in South Carolina and Geor-
gia gained a short-term increase in cotton production by abandoning crop rotation after 1870, 
but this practice quickly led to soil exhaustion and erosion. Similarly, coffee planters in Brazil 
exhausted fertility with a destructive cycle of overplanting followed by expansion onto forest 
reserves cleared by cutting and burning. The transfers of land from public to private owner-
ship in order to promote livestock-raising and agriculture also altered landscapes. Finally, new 
technologies had environmental effects. For example, the use of steel plows on North Ameri-
can prairies and Argentine pampas eliminated many native grasses and increased the threat 
of soil erosion.

Rapid urbanization also imposed environmental costs. New York, Chicago, Rio de Janeiro, 
Buenos Aires, and Mexico City were among the world’s fastest-growing cities in the nineteenth 
century, and governments strained to provide sewers, clean water, and garbage disposal. Tim-
ber companies clear-cut large areas of Michigan, Wisconsin, and the Appalachian Mountains 
in the United States to provide lumber for railroad ties and housing, pulp for paper, and fuel 
for locomotives and foundries. At the same time, the forest industries of British Honduras (now 
Belize), Nicaragua, and Guatemala grew rapidly in response to demand in Europe and North 
America for tropical hardwoods like mahogany. As forests throughout the hemisphere were 
cleared, animal habitats and native plant species disappeared.

The scale of mining in Nevada, Montana, and California accelerated erosion and pollution. 
Similar results occurred in other mining areas as well. Nitrate mining and open-pit copper min-
ing in Chile scarred and polluted the environment. The state of Minas Gerais (ME-nas JER-aize) 
in Brazil experienced a series of mining booms that began with gold in the late seventeenth cen-
tury and continued with iron ore in the nineteenth. By the end of the nineteenth century, its red 
soil had been ripped open, its forests depleted, and erosion uncontrolled. Similar devastation 

afflicted parts of Bolivia and Mexico.
By the end of the nineteenth cen-

tury, small-scale conservation efforts 
were under way in many nations, and the 
first national parks and nature reserves 
were created. In the United States large 
areas remained undeveloped. In 1872 
Yellowstone in Wyoming became the 
first national park. President Theodore 
Roosevelt (1901–1909) and the naturalist 
John Muir played major roles in preserv-
ing large areas of the western states. Can-
ada created its first national park in Banff 
in 1885 and expanded it from 10 to 260 
square miles (26 to 673 square kilometers) 
two years later. When confronted with a 
choice between economic growth and 
environmental protection, however, the 
hemisphere’s nations embraced growth.

SECTION REVIEW

 ● Following independence, American nations eventually abolished the 
slave trade and slavery.

 ● After the abolition of slavery, a rush of immigrants from Europe and Asia 
diversified American nations, though most immigrants faced prejudice.

 ● The long struggle to achieve women’s rights and end racial and ethnic 
discrimination altered the Western Hemisphere’s political structures and 
belief systems.

 ● Although most Western Hemisphere nations were richer in 1900 than in 
1800, only Argentina could match the levels of average wealth found in 
the United States and Canada; nations and regions dependent on export-
ing raw materials remained underdeveloped.

 ● Increased logging, grazing, and mining ruined vast areas of the hemi-
sphere, but minor conservation efforts were under way by the end of the 
nineteenth century.

AP* Exam Tip  The 
environmental changes 
brought about by migra-
tions and the development 
of industry are important 
topics to understand.
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CONCLUSION
While the new nations of the Western Hemisphere faced similar challenges in the nineteenth 
century, they had developed from different colonial traditions. The effort to establish stable 
constitutional systems proved difficult nearly everywhere. While the constitution of the United 
States endured, conflict over slavery led to a civil war that threatened the nation’s survival. Else-
where most new constitutions failed within a generation. In Argentina, for example, fifty years 
passed before a stable national government was in place. Personalist political leaders with large 
followings, like José Antonio Páez and Andrew Jackson, resisted the constraints of constitutions. 
Regionalism, ideological confrontations, racial divisions, and conflict with native peoples all 
threatened stability as well.

New nations also faced foreign interventions and local wars with regional powers. By 1850 
Mexico had lost 50 percent of its territory to the United States and then faced a French invasion 
in 1862. Bolivia and Peru lost territory to an expansive Chile, while Paraguay lost a disastrous 
war to an alliance of Argentina, Brazil, and Uruguay. The nations of the Americas also fought 
numerous wars with indigenous peoples, crushing resistance by the 1890s.

The nations of the hemisphere also experienced a series of dramatic social and economic 
changes in this period. The slave trade and slavery persisted long after independence (see Chap-
ter 18) but after a century of protest and political mobilization, the hemisphere’s last slave state, 
Brazil, freed its slaves in 1888. Slavery left a legacy of racism and discrimination across the Amer-
icas. In places where the institution was most important, the plantation regions of Brazil, the 
Caribbean, and the American South, racial prejudice, discrimination, and persistent low levels 
of investment in education and internal improvements slowed economic growth and weakened 
democracy. By 1890 many of the hemisphere’s poorest nations or poorest regions within nations 
were those that had depended on slavery.

Amerindian populations experienced centuries of exploitation, forced integration in market 
economies, and compulsory removal to marginal lands. In most of Latin America, Amerindi-
ans had been subjected to exploitation for centuries when the Spanish and Portuguese empires 
finally fell. Once in place, forced labor and other abuses persisted in nations like Guatemala and 
Bolivia. With independence, new national governments undertook the pacification of the hemi-
sphere’s remaining independent native peoples. By the 1890s nearly all were reduced to reserva-
tions or forced onto marginal lands. As a result, Amerindians were among the poorest peoples in 
the hemisphere, suffering oppression, poverty, and disenfranchisement.

Immigration transformed many Western Hemisphere nations. As a general rule, the mil-
lions of European immigrants that entered the Western Hemisphere in the nineteenth century 
avoided regions where slavery dominated or where indigenous populations were compelled to 
labor. Argentina, Brazil, Canada, and the United States were the most popular destinations, and 
immigrants to Brazil and the United States avoided the former plantation zones. Instead, hun-
dreds of thousands of Chinese and East Indians, migrating as indentured laborers, were directed 
to plantation regions, where they faced racism and discrimination.

Industrialization had a transforming effect on the hemisphere. Wealth, political power, and 
population were increasingly concentrated in urban areas, and bankers and manufacturers, 
rather than farmers and plantation owners, increasingly directed national destinies. Industri-
alization altered the natural environment in dramatic ways. Modern factories consumed huge 
amounts of raw materials and energy. Copper mines in Chile and Mexico, Cuban sugar planta-
tions, Brazilian coffee plantations, and Canadian lumber companies all left their mark on the 
natural environment, and all had ties to markets in the United States.

In 1900 nearly every American nation was wealthier, better educated, more democratic, 
and more populous than at independence. But these nations were also more vulnerable to dis-
tant economic forces, more profoundly split between haves and have-nots, and more clearly 
divided into a rich north and a poorer south. A small number of nations located in the temperate 
regions—Canada, the United States, Argentina, and Chile—had become prosperous regional 
powers relative to their neighbors. While most of the hemisphere’s growth continued to depend 
on the export of agricultural goods and raw materials—sugar, cotton, grains, minerals, and live-
stock products—the United States had become a major industrial nation by 1890.
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 5. Unlike its neighbors, Brazil gained independence 
in 1822

(A) through direct U.S. intervention and the issuance 
of the Monroe Doctrine.

(B) through the assassination of the king.
(C) when the Congress of Vienna reapportioned land in 

Europe and the colonies.
(D) as a monarchy under Pedro I, the heir to the Portu-

guese throne.

  6. Which of the following was a stumbling block to the cre-
ation of constitutional government in Latin America?

(A) Providing financial support for the government
(B) Limiting the power of the military
(C) Providing arable land
(D) Providing economic opportunities for the large 

landowners

  7. Which of the following was true of British North Amer-
ica in comparison to Spanish Latin America regarding 
independent government?

(A) North America’s mineral resources led to the quick 
development of democratic government as a way to 
quickly exploit wealth.

(B) Latin America was linguistically unified, whereas 
the former British colonies were not.

(C) Residents of British North America had more expe-
rience with voting and holding office than did the 
residents of Spanish colonies.

(D) In Latin America wealth was not a determinant in 
government, whereas it was in the British colonies.

 8. The U.S. president Andrew Jackson and José Antonio 
Páez of Venezuela

(A) had both worked their way up in the government to 
become the leader.

(B) came from exceptionally wealthy backgrounds 
and used their personal wealth to secure their 
positions.

(C) both supported the abolition of slaveholding in 
their nations.

(D) were personalist leaders.

  1. One of the issues that led to revolution in Latin America 
in the early nineteenth century was

(A) frustration over the political and economic power 
of colonial administrators.

(B) dissatisfaction with the availability of finished 
goods being imported from Europe.

(C) the legal change that allowed mestizos the right to 
vote in local elections.

(D) the dissatisfaction with the availability of inexpen-
sive labor in the region.

  2. In Venezuela, in 1811, a junta of creoles declared inde-
pendence from Spain. Their main goal was

(A) to create a democratic government and equal rights 
for all the people in Venezuela.

(B) to expand their own rights and privileges by 
eliminating Spaniards from the upper levels of the 
government.

(C) the redistribution of wealth according to utopian 
socialist ideals.

(D) to create a confederacy with Mexico and other 
newly independent nations in the region.

  3. Simón Bolívar realized that an effective revolution in 
northern Latin America would require

(A) direct economic aid from a large nation such as the 
United States or Great Britain.

(B) maintaining African slaves as a labor force so as to 
attract the landowners.

(C) building coalitions of people in the region.
(D) him becoming the dictator as a way to unify dispa-

rate regions.

  4. After several attempts at achieving independence, 
Mexico finally became free from Spain in 1821. The new 
government, under Augustín de Iturbide, was

(A) reactionary in that it granted freedom and voting 
rights to all Mexicans.

(B) conservative and monarchical.
(C) initially led by a confederacy of church leaders and 

landowners.
(D) supported by direct military aid from the United 

States.
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12. Like the United States in the late nineteenth century, 
Latin America

(A) experienced a tremendous industrial and urban 
“boom.”

(B) faced financial ruin due to wars and poor harvests.
(C) experienced a large increase in immigration from 

Europe.
(D) established racial segregation.

13. In the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, the 
progress toward equality between men and women

(A) moved faster in Canada than in the United States or 
in Latin America.

(B) was equally slow in the United States, Canada, and 
Latin America.

(C) tended to be an economic issue in Latin America 
and a cultural issue in the United States and 
Canada.

(D) never enjoyed real support in the United States, 
Canada, or Latin America.

 9. After independence, one of the biggest threats to the 
new nations of the Americas was

(A) regionalism.
(B) demands for equal rights by the poor.
(C) slave rebellions.
(D) famine.

10. In the latter half of the nineteenth century, the indig-
enous people of Argentina and Chile

(A) received complete civil and political rights in those 
nations.

(B) remained independent of the governments of the 
new nations.

(C) welcomed the new independent governments and 
aided outside settlement on their lands.

(D) faced problems very similar to those experienced 
by the indigenous people of the United States.

11. In the Caribbean, slavery

(A) lasted the longest in Cuba and Puerto Rico.
(B) existed only in former French colonies, such as 

Haiti.
(C) declined as income from export crops increased 

and allowed a switch to free labor.
(D) was driven by the U.S. demand for slaves for planta-

tions in the southern United States.
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