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The Revelation
of

Jesus Christ
  In the past God spoke to our forefathers 
through the prophets at many times and in vari-
ous ways, 2 but in these last days he has spoken 
to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all 
things, and through whom he made the uni-
verse. 3 The Son is the radiance of God's glory 
and the exact representation of his being, sus-
taining all things by his powerful word. After he 
had provided purification for sins, he sat down 
at the right hand of the Majesty in heaven. 
 
    -Heb 1:1-3 (NIV) 

   You diligently study the Scriptures be-
cause you think that by them you possess eter-
nal life. These are the Scriptures that testify 
about me, 40 yet you refuse to come to me to 
have life.
    -John 5:39-40 (NIV)

   Consequently, you are no longer foreign-
ers and aliens, but fellow citizens with God's 
people and members of God's household, 20 
built on the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the 
chief cornerstone. 21 In him the whole build-
ing is joined together and rises to become a 
holy temple in the Lord. 22 And in him you too 
are being built together to become a dwelling in 
which God lives by his Spirit.
    -Eph 2:19-22 (NIV)

Building Materials  (Keys to Meaning)

 KEY 1 Jesus is the Center of the Book.  Revela-
tion 1:1 begins with these words:  "The revelation of Jesus 
Christ . . . "  First and Foremost, this is a book about Jesus.  
He is the central figure in the book, and the One to Whom 
John continually directs our attention.  

 KEY 2  The Book of Revelation is solidly built 
on Old Testament Imagery.  Of the 404 verses in Revela-
tion there are 518 elusions to Old Testament passages. 
While few, if any, of these are direct quotations, they are 
the substance from which the images John portrays are 
shaped.  These Old Testament images are reinterpreted 
in light of the life, death and resurrection of Jesus. Old 
Testament names and places reappear with expanded 
meaning.  Special prominence is also given to sanctu-
ary imagery, and events from the book of Daniel.  As a 
general rule, things that were local and literal in the Old 
Testament, become universal and spiritual in Revelation.  

 KEY 3  Revelation, in the general style of apoca-
lyptic literature of the time, is primarily a symbolic rather 
than literal book.   Rich use is made of contrasting sym-
bols, (Beast vrs. Lamb, Pure Woman vrs. Harlot, Babylon 
vrs. New Jerusalem, the Sea of Glass vrs. the Lake of Fire, 
etc.).  Contrasting images are used to portray the qualities 
of the things they represent. 
  In much the same way, numbers are used, 
primarily, to express qualities rather than quantities.    The 
number 3 represents unity and completeness.  4 carries 
the connotation of universality.  7 represents perfection 
and completeness.  In fact, the whole book of Revelation 
is built around the number 7.  12 is associated with the 
kingdom of God, while 10 tends to be associated with 
worldly kingdoms.  The significance of numbers appears 
not only when they are mentioned, but in how ideas are 
grouped together.  
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The Building
Outline of the Book of Revelation

I. Jesus in the midst of the churches  
 (Jesus is with us where we are)
 A. Introduction - The Revelation is about Jesus 
(1:1-3)
 B. Theological Portrait of Jesus (1:4-6)
  1. Who He is
  2. What He has done
  3. What He will do
 C. Relational Portrait of Jesus (1:9-19)
  1. Portrait of qualities of Jesus
  2. Jesus holds the keys to death
  3. Jesus holds the churches in His   
   hands, and walks in their midst

 D. The Messages to the Churches
  1. Ephesus (2:1-7)
  2. Smyrna (2:8-11)
  3. Pergamum (2:12-17)
  4. Thyatira  (2:18-29)
  5. Sardis  (3:1-6)
  6. Philadelphia  (3:7-13)
  7. Laodicea (3:14-22)

II. Jesus by the Throne in Heaven
 (We are with Jesus where He is)
 A. Heavenly Worship Scene 
  1. God the Creator (4:1-11)
  2. God the Redeemer (5:1-14)
   a. The question:  Who is   
   worthy to open the scroll?
   b. The answer:  The slain   
   Lamb is worthy
6:1-8:5 B. Opening of the Scroll (the story of God's people)
  1. The Seals (what God's people can   
   expect life to be like as the story   
   unfolds)
   a. 1- Good/Victorious times
   b. 2- Violent times/Persecution
   c. 3- Unfair / exploitative times
   d. 4- Devastating/Deadly times
   e. 5- Times of:
   5:9-10 (1)  Outcry (How much longer?)
   5:11 (2)  Reassurance (Keep holding  
      on)
	 	 	 f.	 6-	Time	of		final	resolution
    (Second Coming)
   6:12-17 (1)  Wicked will cry out for  
            rocks and moun-
tains to             fall on them
   7:1-17 (2)  Righteous, sealed and   
          standing before the throne  
          with the Lamb
  8:1-5 g. 7- God:
    (1) hears prayers of saints   
          (2) and responds with   
                         trumpets of warning for  
                       the world.

  The sounding of the trumpets (warning the   
  earth Egyptian style - judgement on the gods)
  a. Trumpet 1 - Hail/Fire (8:7)
  b. Trumpet 2 - Sea to Blood(8:8)
  c. Trumpet 3 - Fresh Water  fouled (8:9) 
  d. Trumpet 4 - Heavens blighted (8:10)
	 	 e.	 Trumpet	5	-	Suffering	(9:1-12)
  f. Trumpet 6 - Bloodshed (9:13-19)
   (i.)   The wicked still refused to   
           repent (9:20-21)
  g. The experience of God's people    
   (Since the trumpets are directed   
   against the wicked, what are God's   
   people experiencing?)
   (i.)  The bitter-sweet experience of   
          bearing witness (10:1-11)
   (ii.)  Living out as the body of Christ  
           the life of Christ (The experi-  
           ence of the church parallels the  
   experience of her Lord) (11:1-14)
  h. Trumpet 7 - God will answer the   
   prayers of the saints and restore the  
   kingdom (11:15-19)

C. The Contents of the Scroll
 1. The Story of God's People (12:1-17)
  a. The woman and the dragon 
   (1) Ministry of Jesus
   (2) Defeat of the dragon
  b.  The dragon pursues the Church
   (1) Dragon defeated again
   (2) Dragon enraged
 2. The Counterfeit Trinity  (13:1-18)
  a. The rise of the Sea Beast
   (1)  Has dragon's authority
   (2)  Has healed fatal wound
   (3)  Blasphemous qualities
  b. The Rise of the Lamb-Like Beast
   (1)  Has Beast's authority
   (2)  Compels the wicked to worship  
   the beast with economic force
   (3)  Has the number of man
 3. The Final Outcome
  a. The 144,000 secure with the Lamb   
   (14:1-5)
  b. The Messages of the 3 Angels   
   carrying the everlasting gospel
   (1)  Worship God the Creator, judge  
          ment is coming! (14:6-7)
   (2)  Babylon - the religion of the   
          Beast is bankrupt (14:8)
   (3)  Those who worship the Beast will  
          share in its outcome.  (14:9-11
  c. Encouragement for God's people to  
    endure (14:12-13)
  d. The Harvest of grain (saved) and   
                 wine (lost) (14:14-20)

The Question
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D. The Final Resolution. 

 1. Seven Last Plagues
  a. Righteous secure with God in heaven  (15:1-8
  b. Final judgements poured out
   (1) Plague 1 - Land and Sores  (16:2)
   (2) Plague 2 -  Sea  (16:3)
   (3) Plague 3 -  Fresh Water (16:4-7)
   (4) Plague 4 - Sun and Heat (16:8-9)
   (5) Plague 5 - Kingdom of the Beast (16:10-11)
   (6) Plague 6 - Final gathering for battle (16:12-16)
   (7) Plague 7 - Final destruction of Babylon (16:17-21)
 2. A Closer Look at Babylon
  a. Babylon the Great Prostitute (17:1-18) 
  b. Babylon the Fallen City
   (1) Babylon has fallen (18:1-3)
   (2) Call for people to come out of Babylon (18:4-5)
   (3) Her complete destruction, and the mourning of the lost for her (18:6-24)
 3. The Victory of the Redeemed
  a. The Marriage Supper of the Lamb (19:1-10)
  b. Jesus the Victorious Rider on the White Horse (19:11-16)
  c. The feast of the birds of the air on the remains of Babylon (19:17-21)
 4. The Final Acts of Judgement
  a. Satan bound on earth, Redeemed in heaven (20:1-6)
  b. Final demonstration by lost of their attitude toward heaven (20:7-10)
  c. Final judgement of all who are lost  (20:11-15)
   (1) All destinies determined on basis of book of life
   (2) Death and Grave gone forever
 5. The Final Restoration
  a. The New Jerusalem and New Earth(21:1-27)
   b. The River of Life (22:1-6)
 6. The Final Invitation
  a. The unsealed book (22:7-11)
	 	 b.	 The	soon	coming	Savior,	the	central	figure	in	the	book	(22:12-16)
  c. The three-fold invitation
   (1) The Spirit and the Bride
   (2) All who hear
   (3) All who are thirsty
  d. Final Words
   (1) Don't tamper with what is revealed here (22:18-19)
]   (2) Assurance of soon return of Jesus (22:20)
   (3) Benediction of Grace (22:21)

Contrasting Symbols / Pictures / Ideas

General 

The work of Christ and His church      The work of Satan and his followers
Complete restoration for the righteous     Complete defeat for Satan and 
wicked
The worship of the Lamb      The worship of the Beast
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Specific

The	sea	of	glass	 	 	 	 	 	 	 The	lake	of	fire

The resurrection of life       The resurrection of death

The fruit of the tree of life      The wine of the wrath of God

Promises to the overcomer      Woes to the impenitent

The Lamb that was slain      The beast with a healed fatal wound

3 angels who gather God's people     3 unclean spirits like frogs who gather 

wicked

The seal of God       The mark of the beast

The pure woman clothed in radiant sun     The immoral whore clothed in scar-

let

The wedding day for the virgin bride     The hour of judgement for the harlot

The white horse of victory      The pale horse of death

The marriage supper of the Lamb     The feast of the birds of the air

Song of Moses and the Lamb      The Lament over the fall of Babylon

New Jerusalem        Babylon

The Father
(gives authority to) 12:10

The Son
(slain but resurrected - the focus of worship) 14:1

The Holy Spirit
(glorifies	the	Son,	leads	God's	people	to	worship	Him)

The Dragon
(gives authority to) 13:2

The Sea Beast
(slain but resurrected - the focus of worship) 13:4-8

The Land Beast
(glorifies	the	first	Beast,	leads	world	to	worship	

The True and Counterfeit Trinity


