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Preparing To Listen
 "God loves you and has a wonderful plan 
for your life."  As much as we believe that to be true, 
circumstances and life situations can be such that we 
sometimes wonder if something hasn't gone wrong.  We 
assume that if God is working in our lives then things 
should go smoothly.  Yet God does not promise us im-
munity from difficulties, but meaning in the midst of 
them as we await the full realization of God's plan.  Until 
then, we wait.  
 The apostle Paul echoes these sentiments in 2 
Corinthians 4:5-18 (NIV)

 For we do not preach ourselves, but Jesus Christ as 
Lord, and ourselves as your servants for Jesus' sake.
  6 For God, who said, "Let light shine out of dark-
ness," made his light shine in our hearts to give us the light of 
the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Christ. 
 7 But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show 
that this all-surpassing power is from God and not from us.
  8 We are hard pressed on every side, but not 
crushed; perplexed, but not in despair;
  9 persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down, but 
not destroyed.  . . 
  13 It is written: "I believed; therefore I have spoken." 
With that same spirit of faith we also believe and therefore 
speak, 
 14 because we know that the one who raised the Lord 
Jesus from the dead will also raise us with Jesus and present 
us with you in his presence.
	 	15	All	this	is	for	your	benefit,	so	that	the	grace	that	
is reaching more and more people may cause thanksgiving to 
overflow	to	the	glory	of	God.	
 16 Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly 
we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being renewed day 
by day. 
 17 For our light and momentary troubles are achiev-
ing for us an eternal glory that far outweighs them all. 
	 18	So	we	fix	our	eyes	not	on	what	is	seen,	but	on	what	
is unseen. For what is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is 
eternal.
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Unsealing the Scroll
  In chapter 5 we noticed that the Lamb is the One 
Who is found worthy to take the scroll, unseal and open it.  
In the breaking of the seals in chapters 6,7 and the first part 
of chapter 8, it is important to not loose sight of the fact that 
the scroll is still in the hands of the Lamb.  He, not the seals, 
or even the scroll itself, is the central figure.  No matter what 
happens as the seals are broken, the Lamb never looses His 
grip on the scroll.  Whatever the breaking of the seals may 
precipitate, the Lamb is still the same as revealed in chapter 
5.  He is the One Who has the right, the credibility, and Who is 
worthy, to break the seals and open the scroll.   As each seal is 
broken, a significant aspect of human experience is portrayed.  
The questions that follow will help give you an overview of 
these experiences.

The Revelation
of

Jesus Christ
- Underline the words or phrases that describe what we 
can expect to experience as we follow Jesus.  

- From the phrases you underlined, write down the words 
that summarize what the words or phrases suggest.  (e.g.  
"not destroyed" = preserved)

Which of the marked or written words or phrases are the 
most meaningful to you?  Why?

 As you reflect on this in prayer, what speaks to you  most 
clearly?  What does God want you to see?  As you allow that 
reality to sink in, enjoy being in God's presence.  As you linger 
there, talk to Him about the people/things that He may bring to 
your mind.
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Jesus - The One Who Empowers Us to Wait

 I watched as the Lamb opened the first of the 
seven seals. Then I heard one of the four living 
creatures say in a voice like thunder, "Come!" 
2 I looked, and there before me was a white 
horse! Its rider held a bow, and he was given a 
crown, and he rode out as a conqueror bent on 
conquest. 

 Revelation 6:1-8:5 (NIV)
1. Describe what people are experiencing as the first 
seal is broken.

3 When the Lamb opened the second seal, I 
heard the second living creature say, "Come!" 4 
Then another horse came out, a fiery red one. 
Its rider was given power to take peace from the 
earth and to make men slay each other. To him 
was given a large sword. 

5 When the Lamb opened the third seal, I heard 
the third living creature say, "Come!" I looked, 
and there before me was a black horse! Its rider 
was holding a pair of scales in his hand. 6 Then 
I heard what sounded like a voice among the 
four living creatures, saying, "A quart of wheat 
for a day's wages, and three quarts of barley for 
a day's wages, and do not damage the oil and 
the wine!" 

7 When the Lamb opened the fourth seal, I 
heard the voice of the fourth living creature say, 
"Come!" 8 I looked, and there before me was 
a pale horse! Its rider was named Death, and 
Hades was following close behind him. They 
were given power over a fourth of the earth to 
kill by sword, famine and plague, and by the 
wild beasts of the earth. 

9 When he opened the fifth seal, I saw under the 
altar the souls of those who had been slain because 
of the word of God and the testimony they had 
maintained. 10 They called out in a loud voice, 
"How long, Sovereign Lord, holy and true, until 
you judge the inhabitants of the earth and avenge 
our blood?" 11 Then each of them was given a 
white robe, and they were told to wait a little lon-
ger, until the number of their fellow servants and 
brothers who were to be killed as they had been 
was completed. 

2. Describe what people are experiencing as the second 
seal is broken:

3. Describe what people are experiencing as the third 
seal is broken:

4. Describe what people are experiencing as the fourth 
seal is broken:

5. Describe what people are experiencing as the 5th 
seal is broken.

1

2

3

4

5
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12 I watched as he opened the sixth seal. There was a great earthquake. The sun turned black like sackcloth made of goat 
hair, the whole moon turned blood red, 13 and the stars in the sky fell to earth, as late figs drop from a fig tree when 
shaken by a strong wind. 14 The sky receded like a scroll, rolling up, and every mountain and island was removed from its 
place. 

15 Then the kings 
of the earth, the 
princes, the gener-
als, the rich, the 
mighty, and every 
slave and every 
free man hid in 
caves and among 
the rocks of the 
mountains. 16 
They called to the 
mountains and the 
rocks, "Fall on us 
and hide us from 
the face of him who 
sits on the throne 
and from the wrath 
of the Lamb! 17 
For the great day 
of their wrath has 
come, and who can 
stand?"
(Rev 7 NIV)  

After this I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, 
holding back the four winds of the earth to prevent any wind from blow-
ing on the land or on the sea or on any tree. 2 Then I saw another angel 
coming up from the east, having the seal of the living God. He called 
out in a loud voice to the four angels who had been given power to harm 
the land and the sea: 3 "Do not harm the land or the sea or the trees 
until we put a seal on the foreheads of the servants of our God." 4 Then I 
heard the number of those who were sealed: 144,000 from all the tribes 
of Israel. 5 From the tribe of Judah 12,000 were sealed, from the tribe of 
Reuben 12,000, from the tribe of Gad 12,000, 6 from the tribe of Asher 
12,000, from the tribe of Naphtali 12,000, from the tribe of Manasseh 
12,000, 7 from the tribe of Simeon 12,000, from the tribe of Levi 
12,000, from the tribe of Issachar 12,000, 8 from the tribe of Zebulun 
12,000, from the tribe of Joseph 12,000, from the tribe of Benjamin 
12,000. 9 After this I looked and there before me was a great multitude 
that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, 
standing before the throne and in front of the Lamb. They were wear-
ing white robes and were holding palm branches in their hands. 10 And 
they cried out in a loud voice: "Salvation belongs to our God, who sits 
on the throne, and to the Lamb." 11 All the angels were standing around 
the throne and around the elders and the four living creatures. They fell 
down on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12 saying: 
"Amen! Praise and glory and wisdom and thanks and honor and power 
and strength be to our God for ever and ever. Amen!" 13 Then one of the 
elders asked me, "These in white robes--who are they, and where did they 
come from?" 14 I answered, "Sir, you know." And he said, "These are 
they who have come out of the great tribulation; they have washed their 
robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 15 Therefore, "they 
are before the throne of God and serve him day and night in his temple; 
and he who sits on the throne will spread his tent over them. 16 Never 
again will they hunger; never again will they thirst. The sun will not 
beat upon them, nor any scorching heat. 17 For the Lamb at the center 
of the throne will be their shepherd; he will lead them to springs of liv-
ing water. And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes."

(Rev 8:1-5 NIV)  When he opened the 

seventh seal, there was silence in heaven 

for about half an hour. 2 And I saw the 

seven angels who stand before God, and 

to them were given seven trumpets. 3 

Another angel, who had a golden censer, 

came and stood at the altar. He was given 

much incense to offer, with the prayers of 

all the saints, on the golden altar before 
the throne. 4 The smoke of the incense, together with the 

prayers of the saints, went up before God from the angel's 

hand. 5 Then the angel took the censer, filled it with fire 

from the altar, and hurled it on the earth; and there came 

peals of thunder, rumblings, flashes of lightning and an 

earthquake.

6.  The sixth seal describes 
the experience of two differ-
ent groups of people, (left and 
right sides of the page).  With-
out worrying too much about 
the details of chapter 7(we will 
get into that in more detail next 
week), compare and contrast 
the two groups.

7. What are people experiencing/doing as the seventh seal is 
broken?  (left)  

8. How do seals 5 and 7 relate to each other?

6

7
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Perceptions
(What are you seeing/hearing/sensing in this passage?)

About Jesus

As you reflect on the scene in chapters 6-8:5, 
what picture of Jesus is revealed here?

About our Response to Him

How does this message impact your life?

9. As the Lamb breaks the seals in chapters 6-8, we  glean some important insights.  Highlight one (or more) that    
have been especially meaningful to you.  (If there is something you don't see listed, write it in and  highlight it)

a. Jesus is with us whatever life brings whether it be  victory or persecution, scarcity or death itself.  

b. God sees us struggle with the unfairness of life.  As we wonder how long it will be until things are set right again.  He en-
courages us to keep holding on,  to be assured that justice is coming.

c. God's people in Revelation are always presented as victorious in Him, standing before the throne.  In contrast are those who 
are the oppressors of His people, who will cry to the rocks and mountains to fall on them when He comes to set things right.

d. ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________________________________________

**Suggestions for Further Study/Discussion/Reflection**
(for those wanting to really dig deeper)

 
10. The last 3 seals seem to depict a picture of God's judgement.  Who does this judgement seem directed towards?  What does 
it appear to be in response to?  How do God's people seem to relate to it?  Compare this idea of judgment with John's discussion of 
judgement in John 3.

 (See also Reversed Thunder, pages 72-86, for an interesting discussion of the meaning of the seals).  


