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Preparing To Listen
 In a world of competing, and often incompat-
ible perceptions of what is"real,"  worship is one way 
we clarify reality and bring our lives back into focus.  As 
that happens, worshipers are then freed to break forth in 
celebration.  Consider how the psalmist describes this 
experience:

Surely God is good to Israel, 
 to those who are pure in heart. 
2 But as for me, my feet had almost slipped; 
 I had nearly lost my foothold. 
3 For I envied the arrogant when I saw 
 the prosperity of the wicked.
4 They have no struggles; 
 their bodies are healthy and strong. 
5 They are free from the burdens common to man;    
they are not plagued by human ills. 
6 Therefore pride is their necklace; 
 they clothe themselves with violence. 
7 From their callous hearts comes iniquity ;  
        the evil conceits of their minds know no limits. 
8 They scoff, and speak with malice; 
 in their arrogance they threaten oppression.
 9 Their mouths lay claim to heaven, 
      and their tongues take possession of the earth. 
10 Therefore their people turn to them 
 and drink up waters in abundance. 
11 They say, "How can God know? 
 Does the Most High have knowledge?" 
12 This is what the wicked are like
 -- always carefree, they increase in wealth. 
13 Surely in vain have I kept my heart pure; 
 in vain have I washed my hands in innocence. 
14 All day long I have been plagued; 
 I have been punished every morning. 
15 If I had said, "I will speak thus," 
 I would have betrayed your children. 
16 When I tried to understand all this, 
 it was oppressive to me 
17 till I entered the sanctuary of God; 
 then I understood  . . . (Psa 73:1-17 NIV) 

29(C) 1997, KEC

Behold The Lamb

  Chapter 5 is  a continuation of the worship scene that 
began in chapter 4.  Here the worship moves to new heights in 
meaning and expression, bringing into focus the central theme, 
and the central character, of the book of Revelation.

The Revelation
of

Jesus Christ
Underline the words or phrases that the psalmist uses to 
describe the way "life" seems to be so much of the time.

From the phrases you underlined, which do you identify 
with the most?

What made the difference for the psalmist?  Explain.

To what extent have you, or do you, experience this?

Reflect on Eugene Peterson's thoughts about the way 
worship can impact us:

During the act of worship something has been happening to 
the worshipers; minds are cleared; perceptions come into 
focus; spirits are renewed.  As this takes place, ordinary 
speech, impatient of pedestrian prose, dances--is condensed 
into poetry and then raised into tune.  Worship sings.  Singing 
is speech intensified and expanded.  Song takes the natural 
rhythms and timbre of speech and develops its accents and 
intonations into music.  
 -Peterson, Eugene, Reversed Thunder, page 66.

 As you reflect on this in prayer, what speaks to you  most 
clearly?  What does God want you to see?  As you allow that 
reality to sink in, enjoy being in God's presence.  As you linger 
there, talk to Him about the people/things that He may bring to 
your mind.
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Jesus - The One Worthy of Worship

  Then I saw in the right hand of him who sat on the throne a 
scroll with writing on both sides and sealed with seven seals. 2 
And I saw a mighty angel proclaiming in a loud voice, "Who 
is worthy to break the seals and open the scroll?" 3 But no one 
in heaven or on earth or under the earth could open the scroll 
or even look inside it. 4 I wept and wept because no one was 
found who was worthy to open the scroll or look inside. 5 Then 
one of the elders said to me, "Do not weep! See, the Lion of the 
tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has triumphed. He is able to 
open the scroll and its seven seals." 6 Then I saw a Lamb, look-
ing as if it had been slain, standing in the center of the throne, 
encircled by the four living creatures and the elders. He had 
seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God 
sent out into all the earth. 7 He came and took the scroll from 
the right hand of him who sat on the throne. 8 And when he 
had taken it, the four living creatures and the twenty-four el-
ders fell down before the Lamb. Each one had a harp and they 
were holding golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers 
of the saints. 9 And they sang a new song: "You are worthy to 
take the scroll and to open its seals, because you were slain, 
and with your blood you purchased men for God from every 
tribe and language and people and nation. 10 You have made 
them to be a kingdom and priests to serve our God, and they 
will reign on the earth." 11 Then I looked and heard the voice 
of many angels, numbering thousands upon thousands, and 
ten thousand times ten thousand. They encircled the throne 
and the living creatures and the elders. 12 In a loud voice they 
sang: "Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain, to receive power 
and wealth and wisdom and strength and honor and glory and 
praise!" 13 Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth 
and under the earth and on the sea, and all that is in them, 
singing: "To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be 
praise and honor and glory and power, for ever and ever!" 14 
The four living creatures said, "Amen," and the elders fell down 
and worshiped.

 Revelation 5 (NIV)

1. What does the 
one sitting on the throne 
have in his hand?  (Begin 
thinking about what you think it 
represents)

2. What is the 
question the mighty angel 
asks?  Underline what 
you perceive the key 
word in the question to 
be.

3. What was the 
initial response to the 
question?

4. How did John 
react to the response?  
What insight does this 
give you into the inten-
sity of John's experience?

 

5. How does the 
elder respond to John's 
distress?  

6. From what one 
of the elders says to John 
in verse 5, what do you 
think he was anticipat-
ing?  Compare this with 
what he actually saw in 
verse 6.  

7.      How do you think 
this impacted John?  
How does it impact you?
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8. What can you learnabout the Lamb from the 
description given in verses 5-7?

9. How did those around the throne respond to the 
Lamb?  (verses 8-10)

10. Some details worth noticing:

 A. What were the elders holding, and   
 what is the symbolism here?  (vs 8)

 B. What is the theme of the song they   
 sang (verse 9-10)

11. Who else is included in the scene taking place in 
chapter 5?  (verses 11-14).  

12. Review chapter 4 and 5.  How does this impact 
your understanding/experience of worship?

13. What do you think motivates the worshipers?

The Scroll
 The reference to seven seals on the scroll is typically 
Roman and suggests a will . . . [to which] witnesses attached 
their personal seals.  The scroll could not be opened until all 
the witnesses or their duly appointed representatives were 
present and personally removed their seals.. . .  The Lamb . 
. . in His resurrection glory . . . opened His own will, which 
revealed the triumph of His cause against His enemies.
 Naden, Roy, The Lamb Among the Beasts, page 101

. . . the scroll is sealed. . . It was an old problem.  Seven 
hundred years earlier Isaiah had lamented that the vision was 
sealed up and no one was qualified to unseal it (Isa. 29:11-
12).  It was discussed but not believed; it was copied but not 
obeyed.  One of the great excitements and glories of Christian 
worship was that the preaching of Christ unsealed the scrolls 
of scripture. . . St. Luke reports . . . a few years later.  Philip 
met an Ethiopian reading the Isaiah scroll while traveling 
through Gaza.  They conversed: "Do you understand what 
you are reading?' . . .'How can I unless someone guides me?'" 
(Acts 8:30-31).  Then Philip . . .  preached Christ to him, and 
Christ unsealed the scroll.  The Ethiopian had been reading 
Isaiah 53.  Philip identified Isaiah's "lamb" with "the good 
news of Jesus."  Jesus Christ, the Lamb, unsealed the scroll, 
revealing the word of God so that it was understood personally 
and immediately . . .  In the vision, the moment the Lamb takes 
the scroll, St. John's tears cease.  The next sound is not weep-
ing but a great redemption hymn . . . Christ (the Lamb) reveals 
the meaning of my life and fulfills my destiny. . . It is not 
enough to see the glorious throne, hear the wondrous songs, 
and realize the vast inclusions.  If I do not discover that they 
include me, I will not praise but weep.  If I cannot see myself 
among those who throw their crowns in reckless joy, shouting, 
I can only hang my head and weep. 
     - Peterson, Eugene, Reversed Thunder, page 67

The Songs of Chapter 4 & 5
 The  . . . five songs set the pattern for worship.  The first 
two are hymns to God the Creator, the next two are hymns to Christ the 
Redeemer, the fifth is a hymn to Creator and Redeemer together, com-
bining the themes that, like artesian waters, push through the surface 
into song whenever Christians worship.  . . .The first song is adoration 
of the being of God.  . . All being is included in God.  All reality is 
here.  At the center everything is pure and powerful, personal and 
majestic, eternal and timely. . . The second song connects our adoring 
responses with God's creating goodness. . . . the third song is to Christ 
the Lamb.  Praise now connects our adoring response with God's 
redeeming mercy. . . The fourth song begins like the third but uses the 
ascription of the second and is sung by an uncountable company of 
angels. . . The fifth song, repeating "blessing and honor," joins the twin 
glories of creation (King) and redemption (Lamb) and lifts them in 
praise, enlisting the voices of all creatures plus the angels in the choir..
    Ibid, page 67-68

Amen
 The last word in worship is amen:  "and the four liv-
ing creatures said, Amen!" and the elders fell down and wor-
shiped" (Rev 5:14).  Amen means "yes."  It is the worshiping 
affirmation to the God who affirms us.  God says yes to us.  We 
respond to his yes by saying yes, amen.  Worship is affirming. 
. . . At the throne of God we are immersed in God's yes, a yes 
that silences all our noes and calls forth an answering yes in 
us.  . . When we Christians say or sing or shout, "amen," God 
hears our unequivocating assent to his irrevocable Yes to us, 
the Yes of our redeemer Lamb, the Yes of our creator King.
    Ibid., page 68-69
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Perceptions
(What are you seeing/hearing/sensing in this passage?)

About Jesus

As you reflect on the scene in chapter 4, 
what picture of Jesus is revealed here?

About our Response to Him

How does this message impact your life?

14. In the worship scene of chapter 5 there are several significant glimpses of Jesus.  Highlight one (or more) that   
have been especially meaningful to you.  (If there is something you don't see listed, write it in and  highlight it)

a. At the very center of all reality is the Lamb Who is worthy of worship

b. The two main realizations that provide the foundation upon which worship is built is, God is our Creator AND He is our 
Redeemer as well.

c. In contrast to the beast of Revelation 13 who forces people to follow it, around the throne of God,  people are invited to say 
"yes" in response to His eternal "Yes."

d. ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 ________________________________________________________________________________________________

**Suggestions for Further Study/Discussion/Reflection**
(for those wanting to really dig deeper)

 
15. Compare the reasons for worship in chapters 4 & 5 with the reasons given for worship in Exodus 20:8-11 and Deuteronomy   
5:12-15.  What new insights do you see when you connect the Sabbath with worship?  


